
Fatal and Serious Injury Motor Vehicle Crashes:

Train Crashes

Distribution of Train Crashes by Roadway Jurisdiction

Distribution of Train Crashes by TZD Region
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On Minnesota roadways, there were 18 crashes involving a train resulting in fatality or serious injury between 2019 and 2023. This 

is an average of 4 crashes per year and accounted for 0.2% of all the fatal and serious injury crashes in this period.

Trains are a Connected Focus Area. Most crashes in connected focus areas are correlated with core and strategic focus areas.

Focus Area definitions are published in the SHSP Technical Report. (www.mndot.gov/trafficeng/safety/shsp/technical-report.pdf)
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Trends in Train Crashes

Interaction with other Strategic Highway Safety Plan focus areas

* Rankings shows areas with greatest overrepresentation compared to all fatal and serious injury crashes.

NOTE: In 2016, Minnesota modified the injury severity definitions to align with Federal Standards. This change resulted in an 80% 

increase in reported serious injury crashes.

Compared to all fatal and serious injury crashes, the Intersection, Unbelted Occupant, Impaired User and Older Driver focus areas 

are over-represented in crashes involving a train. These focus areas may present unique challenges and opportunities for reducing 

Train Crashes in Minnesota.

Statewide, the percent 

of all fatal and serious 

injury crashes  

involving a train is 

decreasing.
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Seasonality of Train Crashes

Top Five Intersection Types (where intersection/interchange related)

About 9 in 10 fatal and 

serious injury crashes 

involving a train (94%) 

were intersection or 

interchange related.
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A fatal or serious injury crash involving a train occurred approximately every 101.5 days. These crashes are more prevalent in the 

winter and spring & during the afternoon and evening hours; this analysis does not control for existing traffic patterns.
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