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St. Paul, MN 55155 (sub district info)


Independent Bikeway or Walkway Negative Declaration 	Page 2
S.P. XXXX-XX (TH XX)		Date
Date

Name of OWJ
Title
Agency
Address

RE:	SP ###-###-###, Add federal project #
	Name of Project and/or route name
From _____ To _____ 
	Section 4(f) Independent Bikeway/Walkway Negative Declaration – Request for Agreement 

Dear ___:
The Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) is preparing plans for insert name of independent bikeway or walkway property. A portion of this project (or the entire project) will be located within the boundaries of insert name of park property, which is a resource subject to Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act of 1966, U.S.C. 303. Insert description of the independent bikeway or walkway project in relation to the Section 4(f) property, including how the project location and design minimizes harm to the Section 4(f) property. See attached figure(s).
On May 23, 1977 the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) issued a determination that independent bikeway or walkway construction projects that require the use of recreation and park areas:
· will not have a significant effect upon the quality of the human environment, and 
· meet the two requirements for use of Section 4(f) resources, i.e. 
· there is no feasible and prudent alternative to the use of Section 4(f) lands, and 
· the conditions for approval will insure that the bikeway proposals will include all possible planning to minimize harm resulting from such use
This nationwide programmatic determination (or Negative Declaration) does not apply to projects that require use of critical habitat of endangered species. Per the Section 7 correspondence dated insert date, the proposed project does not require use of critical habitat of endangered species. 
The nationwide programmatic determination also does not apply to projects where there are unusual circumstances such as major impacts or controversy. The proposed project does not result in any unusual circumstances.
In addition, this nationwide programmatic determination is only applicable when the official having specific jurisdiction over the Section 4(f) property has given approval in writing that the project is acceptable and consistent with the designated use of the property and that all possible planning to minimize harm has been accomplished in the location and design of the bikeway or walkway facility. 
Please review the project description above and attached figures and indicate your approval by signing below. Please forward the signed original back to me for inclusion in the project environmental document.
If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact me at your earliest convenience at insert telephone and/or email contact information. Thank you.
Sincerely,
Name 
Title 
Office 
Attachments:	attach figures (showing proposed project in relation to Section 4(f) property boundaries and activity areas; walkway/bikeway cross-section) and other relevant information
cc:	Lisa Elliott, MnDOT Office of Environmental Stewardship

Official with Jurisdiction (OWJ) Statement
As the official with jurisdiction over the Section 4(f) resource described in this correspondence, the signature below indicates our agency’s agreement that the project is acceptable and consistent with the designated use of the property and that all possible planning to minimize harm has been accomplished in the location and design of the bikeway or walkway facility.

_______________________________	_________________________
Name and Title 	Date
Agency 
An equal opportunity employer
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