and some of the rest area’s picnic tables. Concrete sidewalks linked the parking areas to the toilet
building, and a drinking fountain was located in front of it. Additional picnic tables were placed outside
of the loop in the grass around the site’s perimeter.
Description
The Baudette Rest Area is located off of TH 72 in Baudette at the confluence of the Baudette River (on the
southeast) and the Rainy River (on the northeast). The U.S. Border Crossing Station to Canada is on TH 72
to the northwest. The rest area is largely unchanged from its historical appearance. The driveway, parking
areas, sidewalks, and toilet building remain in place, and clumps of ash and spruce trees are located
throughout the site (Figures 63 and 64). The picnic tables are circular concrete with benches and remain
both within the interior of the loop and around the site’s perimeter (Figure 65). The metal historical
markers, entitled “Massacre Island” and “Great Fire of 1910,” are on the northwest side of the site.
The toilet building is rectangular in plan, and constructed of concrete block clad with a red brick veneer
supporting a sloped flat roof with wide eaves (Figure 66). The north and south side battered walls extend
beyond the surface of the east wall. A glass-enclosed information board and three windows are on the
east wall. Access to the men’s and women’s restrooms are on the side walls, behind wooden slat privacy
screens mounted on the metal pole roof supports. A center door on the west façade provides access to
the mechanical room. The drinking fountain, made of concrete with brick facing, stands immediately east
of the toilet building.
What is left of the town cemetery is located on the east side of the site. The entry drive to the rest area
also provides access to a boat launch for the Baudette River, but the launch apparently is unrelated to the
rest area.

Figure 63. LW-BDC-030, Entry Drive and Island, Facing E
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Figure 64. LW-BDC-030, Loop Drive, Parking and Toilet Building, Facing NE

Figure 65. LW-BDC-030, Toilet Building and Picnic Table, Facing SE
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Figure 66. LW-BDC-030, Toilet Building, Facing SE

Evaluation
The Baudette Rest Area, as a property constructed in 1969-1970, was re-evaluated using the revised
registration requirements established within the 1950-1975 context.
Significance
The Baudette Rest Area was among the modern styled rest areas developed during the era of the safety
rest area, between 1968 and 1975, a period influenced by national AASHO standards. While the focus of
the MHD during this period was on the interstate system, the MHD introduced similar modern rest areas,
such as Baudette, on its trunk highway system. During this period, the MHD commissioned architects for
designs to upgrade or newly construct nine safety rest areas on its trunk highway to include flush toilet
buildings. Baudette was among these, and one of at least five designed by the firm TKDA, the others being
Daytonport (1969), Frazee (1969), Lake Pepin (1968) and the Stillwater Boomsite (1969). Each of these
rest areas featured essentially identical toilet building designs; Baudette stands as the only known
remaining example of the TKDA-designed toilet building.
TKDA was and is one of Minnesota’s most important architecture and engineering firms, and gained a
national reputation by the mid-twentieth century. Founded in 1910 by Max Toltz, chief engineer for the
Great Northern Railway, the firm soon grew to include Wesley King and Beaver Wade Day to form Toltz,
King and Day. After Arndt Duvall and Gerald Anderson became partners in 1956, the company was
renamed Toltz, King, Duvall and Anderson (Lathrop 2010:213). The firm is credited with many important
commissions, and the large size of the firm by 1969 makes it difficult to attribute the Baudette Rest Area
design to a specific individual. Although the Baudette toilet building constitutes the work of a recognized
architectural firm, it is not a pivotal achievement for TKDA within the context of the firm’s other work.
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The overall site plan incorporates many of the characteristics of the AASHO guidelines of the period,
including proximity to the river setting, modern conveniences of a flush toilet, and safe and efficient motor
circulation patterns. The effect at Baudette, however, does not meet these guidelines in extraordinary
ways, and it lacks the complexity of high-speed on- and off-ramps, trail systems, recreation and
connection with natural features, and structured amenities, such as picnic shelters, beyond the toilet
building. While the theme of national identity is addressed by the two historical markers, the signs are
not well incorporated into the site plan, and indeed appear to pre-date it. The Baudette Rest Area
therefore does not meet the registration requirements for significance under Criterion C in the area of
landscape architecture. The toilet building, however, demonstrates high artistic values by strongly
representing the Modern design aesthetic of the late 1960s. The Baudette Rest Area therefore meets the
registration requirements for significance under Criterion C in the area of architecture.
Substantially completed by 1970, the property is less than 50 years of age, and Criteria Consideration G
applies to this evaluation. Within the context of Minnesota’s rest areas constructed on its trunk highways
between 1950 and 1975, the Baudette Rest Area stands as a good, but not exceptional example, and
would therefore not meet the criteria of exceptional importance. Although the property does not meet
Criteria Consideration G standards for eligibility, further elaboration on the site’s significance is provided.
Constructed within a brief period of time and for a singular purpose, the property would best be
categorized as a “site,” with the toilet building being its most significant characteristic. It is significant at
the state level in the area of Architecture. The period of significance is 1970, the year of its substantial
completion. The essential physical features include those common to all roadside properties – the
designed landscape and the circulation system – and the toilet building.
While likely associated with the Highway Beautification Act of 1965, no information indicates that it has
specific or important links to this historic context, and therefore it does not meet the registration
requirements for significance under Criterion A.
Integrity
Based on original site plans, the Baudette Rest Area is largely unaltered since its construction in 19691970. The property continues its association with TH 72 and serves the same purpose for which it was
built. The overall circulation pattern for both vehicular and pedestrian traffic remains in its original
configuration, as does the siting of smaller elements, such as picnic tables and plantings, giving it a strong
sense of the original design intention. A walkway has been added to connect the looping portion of the
drive to the non-looping portion near the entrance to the rest area, and the non-looping portion now
provides access to a boat launch unrelated to the rest area. Neither of these, however, have obscured
any elements of the original plan, nor are they incompatible with the character of the rest area. The boat
launch does not register strongly from the island containing the toilet building and picnic tables due to
the plantings present and a drop in elevation to the boat launch. Material integrity is good to excellent,
with the original toilet building, precast picnic tables, and lighting standards present. The combination of
these various factors of integrity brings strong integrity of feeling that expresses the intended design
aesthetic, purpose and use.
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Recommendation
The Baudette Rest Area was found to meet the registration requirements for significance in the area of
architecture under Criterion C, for its demonstration of high artistic values through the toilet building,
which strongly represents the Modern design aesthetic of the late 1960s. At less than 50 years of age, it
does not rise to exceptional importance, and therefore it is not currently eligible for listing in the NRHP.
The property will be eligible when it reaches the 50-year mark if it retains its integrity. Should the integrity
of the roadside property be lost before 2020, but the building remains intact, it should be evaluated for
its individual eligibility as a building.

6.1.14 Vineland Historical Marker (ML-KAN-006)
At Vineland, E side of TH 169 2.2 mi N of CSAH 26
Mille Lacs County
The eligibility of the Vineland Historical Marker for listing in the NRHP was evaluated within the 19201960 context in 1998 and revisited in 2001. The later evaluation concluded that the site was eligible for
NRHP listing because it had reached the 50-year threshold. The site met the previous context criteria for
NRHP eligibility under Criterion A as a non-federal relief property that closely resembles a federal relief
property, and under Criterion C as an example of the National Park Service Rustic style, displaying laborintensive construction techniques and the use of indigenous materials (ML-KAN-006, Gemini Research,
1998 [2008], on file at the Minnesota SHPO). The Minnesota SHPO concurred with these
recommendations in a 2002 review for State Project 1804-50, TH 169 (D. Gimmestad to J. Sluss,
correspondence, 13 December 2002, on file at the Minnesota SHPO). The property is also a noncontributing feature within the National Historic Landmark Kathio Historic District, an archaeological
district.
History
This site was developed in 1952 by the MHD, with the main feature consisting of a granite historical marker
that replaced an earlier steel sign historical marker which conveyed the same text. Previous
documentation (ML-KAN-006, Gemini Research 1998, on file at the Minnesota SHPO) referenced the
original plans; these plans are not currently located in the MnDOT site files. According to the previous
documentation, the plans were signed in the spring of 1952 and the site constructed that year. The granite
used for the marker was obtained from a quarry in Isle, Minnesota, near this marker on the southeastern
shore of Mille Lacs Lake, which was known for its red, gray and black granite. It was accessed from the
road by a gravel pull-off drive. Previous documentation also indicates that in 1961 this site had drinking
water, two tables, and two fireplaces. The 1975 directory of rest areas indicates that tables were the only
amenity in addition to the historical marker at that time. Evidence of now-removed benches located on
the concrete pad in front of the marker suggest additional site alterations.
Description
The Vineland Historical Marker is located on the east side of TH 169 at Utopia Road, 2.2 miles north of
CSAH 26. The site consists of a shrine-styled stone marker on the south side of a bituminous driveway
connecting TH 160 with Utopia Road (Figure 67). A small island lined with concrete curbing is formed by
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Figure 67.ML-KAN-006, Historical Marker, Island, and TH 169, Facing S

the driveway, TH 169 and Utopia Road (Figure 68). The historical marker is a standard shrine style, with a
symmetrical form consisting of a central shaft flanked by stepped walls (Figures 69 and 70). It is
constructed of rough-faced, random-laid granite ashlar block in grey and pink tones. At the front of the
marker is a concrete pad, with three rounded concrete steps leading to the central shaft. The aluminum
plaque placed in the central shaft is entitled “Izatys” and describes the nearby Dakota village. The plaque
includes the emblems of the Minnesota Highway Department and the Minnesota Historical Society.
The site is no longer maintained, and is closed for public use by the erection of temporary barriers. The
highway sign that once indicated the historical marker has been removed. The stone marker itself is in fair
condition, with several of the granite blocks missing and evidence of previous patching attempts.
Evaluation
The Vineland Historical Marker, as a property constructed in 1952, was re-evaluated using the revised
registration requirements established within the 1950-1975 context.
Significance
Although the historical marker at Vineland is elaborate in its stone construction when considered in
comparison to other types of historical markers in Minnesota, it essentially follows a template for shrinestyle markers with a rustic-style aesthetic developed in the 1930s and as such does not reflect the
aesthetic ideals of the 1950s through the 1970s. The stonework, while attractive, is set on a short, linear
plane and does not illustrate the successful execution of a particularly challenging design. It therefore
does not reflect particularly complex design skill or craftsmanship, particularly that expressing high artistic
value or the work of a master uniquely adapted to a particular site, nor is it an outstanding or innovative
example of regional expression within this context. The remaining site design characteristics also are not
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Figure 68. ML-KAN-006, Historical Marker and Driveway, Facing SW

Figure 69. ML-KAN-006, Historical Marker, Facing S
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Figure 70. ML-KAN-006, Historical Marker, Facing NW

outstanding or innovative. The relatively simple site plan does not reflect the national standards for
roadside development introduced in the 1950s, such as emphasis on scenic features, safety, conforming
to natural features, thoughtful circulation patterns, or traveler comfort amenities. No other information
related to the history of this site suggests its significance under Criterion A. The Vineland Historical Marker
site therefore does not meet the registration requirements for significance.
Recommendation
The Vineland Historical Marker is not eligible for listing in the NRHP due to a lack of significance.

6.1.15 Minnesota Woman Roadside Parking Area (OT-PEL-001)
2 mi N of Pelican Rapids, E side of TH 59 .7 mi N of CSAH4
Otter Tail County
Within the 1920-1960 context, the Minnesota Woman Roadside Parking Area previously was found to be
not eligible because it did not meet context registration requirements.
No field investigations were performed for this property as part of the current study. The following history
and description are based on the site history and description provided in the inventory form prepared by
Gemini Research in 1998.
History
The Minnesota Woman Roadside Parking Area was developed by the MHD in 1959. As developed, the
site was accessed via a semi-elliptical drive, with its north and south ends meeting the east side of TH 59.
Adjacent to and west of the drive in its center was an approximately 12-car parking area with a short
walkway and curb running along its west edge. The walkway ran along the front of a stone historical
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marker on its west. Trees were planted to line the east side of the elliptical drive and eventually also in
clusters on the north and south sides of the parking area, with the west side of the parking area around
the marker left unplanted. In 1973, a hand pump was added to the rest area. At some point either
originally or later, a guardrail and posts were installed on the north and south edges of the parking area,
and two privies were placed on the east edge of the site.
The plaque installed on the marker in 1959 informed travelers about the 1931 discovery of a human
skeleton near this location believed to be over 10,000 years old. At that time, it was erroneously titled
“Minnesota Man.” Later, it was determined that the skeleton was that of a female, and a new plaque
titled “Minnesota Woman” was installed in 1992.
Description
According to the previous documentation, the site appears largely as it did historically, except for the
removal of the guardrail and posts along the parking area, adjacent plantings, and the privies. The
historical marker is a lectern-style limestone marker with flanking, attached limestone seats.
Evaluation
The Minnesota Woman Roadside Parking Area, as a property constructed in 1959, was re-evaluated using
the revised registration requirements established within the 1950-1975 context.
Significance
The simple lectern-style marker does not demonstrate complex or highly skilled craftsmanship or the work
of a master. The simple site does not represent the high national standards for roadside properties of the
period, such as emphasis on scenic quality or safety, specialized circulation patterns, or traveler amenities.
No other information related to the history of this site suggests its significance under Criterion A. The
Minnesota Woman Roadside Parking Area therefore does not meet the registration requirements for
significance.
Recommendation
The Minnesota Woman Roadside Parking Area is not eligible for listing in the NRHP due to a lack of
significance.

6.1.16 Big Pine Lake Roadside Parking Area (PN-PLK-006)
6 mi W of Finlayson, W side of TH 18 just NW of the Pine River
Pine County
Within the 1920-1960 context, this property previously was found to be not eligible because it did not
meet context registration requirements.
No field investigations were performed for this property as part of the current study. The following history
and description are based on the site history and description provided in the inventory form prepared by
Gemini Research in 1998.
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History
Original site plans for the Big Pine Lake Roadside Parking Area were not located, and not much other
information on its history could be found during the previous investigation. A 1937 Works Projects
Administration dam was located at the site prior to the development of the roadside parking area, which
has an estimated construction date of circa 1960. As of 1961, the site included a parking area and two
toilets. The toilets were removed sometime prior to 1998.
Description
According to the previous documentation, the site consists of a rectangular parking area lined with timber
posts on two sides. A WPA dam on Big Pine Lake is not related to the roadside parking area.
Evaluation
The Big Pine Lake Rest Area, as a property constructed circa 1960, was re-evaluated using the revised
registration requirements established within the 1950-1975 context.
Significance
The simple site does not represent the high national standards for roadside properties of the period, such
as emphasis on scenic quality or safety, specialized circulation patterns, or traveler amenities. The Big Pine
Lake Rest Area therefore does not meet the registration requirements for significance.
Recommendation
The Big Pine Lake Roadside Parking Area is not eligible for listing in the NRHP due to a lack of significance.

6.1.17 Pipestone National Monument Entrance Marker (PP-PPC-154)
W side of TH 75 at junction of TH 75 and 9th St NE
Pipestone County
The site was previously evaluated for listing in the NRHP in 2002 within the 1920-1960 context. Although
found to be significant as an example of a non-federal relief property that closely resembles a federal
relief property built in the decade following the end of the New Deal programs, it was determined not
eligible due to a lack of integrity.
No field investigations were performed for this property as part of the current study. The following history
and description are based on the site history and description provided in the inventory form prepared by
Gemini Research in 1998.
History
Located along TH 75, the Pipestone National Monument Entrance Marker was built in 1952 by the MHD
to form an entrance feature to the Pipestone National Monument.
Description
The entrance marker comprises a pair of stone pylons installed on either side of Ninth Street at TH 75 to
form a gateway. They are constructed of random ashlar rock-faced Sioux quartzite. A wooden sign hangs
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from one of the pylons by a wood beam, and reads “Pipestone National Monument 1 ½ Mile” with a
directional arrow. This sign, which currently hangs to the east toward TH 75, originally hung to the south,
to form an entrance across Ninth Street.
Evaluation
This site does not meet the definition of a roadside property as established within the 1950-1975 context,
as it lacks the essential character-defining features of a roadside property, which includes vehicular
circulation off of the trunk highway for traveler rest and safety. It therefore should not be evaluated within
the 1950-1975 context for the property type.

6.1.18 St. Paul Overlook (Burns Avenue) (RA-SPC-2927)
In St. Paul, NE side of TH 61/TH 10 just SE of Burns Ave
Ramsey County
The property was previously evaluated in 1998 within the 1920-1960 context, and it was recommended
that the property would be eligible for the NRHP once it met the 50-year threshold (in 2000) under
Criterion A as a non-federal relief property that closely resembles a federal relief property and built in the
decade immediately following the federal relief programs (1944-1954), and under Criterion C as an intact
example of the application of the National Park Service Rustic style (RA-SPC-2927, Gemini Research 1998,
on file at the Minnesota SHPO). Having reached this threshold as of a 2005 update to the 1998 study, it
status was noted to be “eligible” (Gemini Research 2005:4.6).
History
This property was constructed by the Minnesota Highway Department circa 1950, according to the
previous documentation (RA-SPC-2927, Gemini Research, 1998). Original plans for the site could not be
located, but historical photographs captured its appearance shortly after completion of construction. The
primary feature of the site was a rock-faced, random ashlar stone wall of pink, gray, and green granite
and tan limestone, from which could be had a commanding view of the Mississippi River Valley. It was
accessed by a long driveway that extended south and uphill from Burns Avenue just off of TH 61, ran along
the east side of the overlook, and then made a loop by going east and then generally north. A parking
area was located on the interior of the looping portion of the drive, resulting in a roughly triangularshaped grassy island on the inside of the loop. The drive and parking areas were lined with granite curbing.
A gravel walkway followed the trajectory of the overlook wall out from it to the southeast and then,
forming a “v,” turned back to the north to meet up with the loop of the drive. A picnic table was located
along the walkway, and deciduous and evergreen trees were planted on the site. As of 1998, the site
closely approximated its historical appearance, except that the v-shaped walkway and picnic table had
been removed.
By 2002, the site needed significant repairs, and the overlook wall was in danger of collapsing (Michael J.
Burns Architects, Ltd. 2005, report on file at MnDOT Site Development Unit). The site underwent a
significant rehabilitation in 2009, which included cleaning, resetting and repointing the stone wall,
removing and reconstructing the semicircular viewing platform wall using the same stone configuration,
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replacing the bituminous walkway and plaza with concrete, removing, salvaging and replacing granite
curbing, replacing waste receptacles and picnic tables, and adding picnic table pads, re-sodding lawns,
and planting new trees in the southern portion. A bronze plaque was added to the overlook wall
commemorating the site’s construction by the MHD and the 2009 restoration. The site was treated as a
historic property eligible for the NRHP and the rehabilitation was certified as meeting the Secretary of the
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation by the Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office (Britta
Bloomberg to Steve Johnson, June 17, 2009, on file at the MnDOT Roadside Property Unit).
Description
The St. Paul Overlook is situated on the east side of TH 61 in St. Paul, overlooking the Mississippi River
Valley to the west. The 10-acre site is still approached by the steep drive from Burns Avenue and continues
to primarily consist of a large loop drive with a grassy island and a stone overlook wall (Figures 71 and 72).
The approximately 200-foot long wall is constructed of rock-faced ashlar blocks using limestone for the
square posts and granite for the solid balustrade (Figures 73, 74 and 75). The wall stands approximately
2.5 feet tall on the upward (east) side and extends to as high as 7 feet on the downward slope (west) side.
A semi-circular viewing platform projects to the west near the center of the wall. A concrete sidewalk
provides access along the east side of the wall, and transitions into the former v-shaped gravel walk, which
has been restored to the site but with concrete. The drive and parking area are paved asphalt, and the
granite curbing is largely intact. The east side of the parcel is wooded, beyond which are residential lots.
Amenities include two wooden picnic tables, one along the walkway as was the case historically, and
waste receptacles. The elongated center island is planted with turf and a cluster of spruce trees.

Figure 71. RA-SPC-2927, Facing N
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Figure 72. RA-SPC-2927, Facing S

Figure 73. RA-SPC-2927, Viewing Plaza, Facing W
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Figure 74. RA-SPC-2927, Overlook Wall, Facing N

Figure 75. RA-SPC-2927, Overlook Wall and Viewing Plaza, Facing S

Evaluation
The St. Paul Overlook, as a property constructed circa 1950, was re-evaluated using the revised
registration requirements established within the 1950-1975 context.
Significance
The Burns Avenue Overlook meets the revised registration requirements under Criterion C as an excellent
example of craftsmanship in the laying of the stone overlook wall. The unique use of both granite and
limestone in the overlook wall exhibit recognizing two of the state’s dominant indigenous stone types,
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which are often used for important buildings and structures. The length of the wall and the large size of
the stones required specialized skills to achieve the uniform wall dimensions and curving features.
The site also demonstrates an excellent application of three of the six principles that exemplify the
roadside development standards of the early 1950s: site selection and orientation with an emphasis on
scenic qualities, adaptation to the site’s natural topography, and a circulation pattern with an emphasis
on safety. The siting of the overlook and its semicircular viewing platform offer visitors views to
Mississippi River Valley, a place of scenic, natural and historic value. The site conforms to the high bluff,
exploiting and emphasizing the natural advantages and vistas. Separated from the highway and providing
a broad looped parking area with granite curbing, the site also offers a safe, as well as scenic, respite for
travelers and is an exceptional example of addressing the national standards for roadside properties. No
other information related to the history of this site suggests its significance under Criterion A. Its period
of significance is its year of completion, circa 1950. The essential physical features are the stone retaining
wall and the overall site plan, specifically the vehicular circulation system.
Integrity
A 1957 aerial view shows the circulation system and overlook plaza generally the same as current
conditions. Noted alterations include the installation of concrete walkways, which originally were likely to
be gravel, and were later bituminous. The 2009 rehabilitation restored and preserved many of the
character-defining aspects of the site, particularly the stone overlook wall, and was certified as meeting
the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation.
The property’s integrity of location and design remain largely intact and reflect the original design
intention. The addition of a second picnic table and construction of small accessibility ramps do not
diminish the integrity of design in a significant way. The site maintains its relationship to the trunk highway
as well as its important views to the Mississippi River Valley, and has strong integrity of setting. The
rehabilitation work of 2009 preserved the workmanship and material of the cut stones in the overlook
wall, an important aspect of the site’s character, but also somewhat diminished the workmanship found
in the original mortar pointing. While the original stone material of the wall and curbing remain intact,
the sidewalk materials have been replaced with concrete, resulting in diminished integrity of material.
Overall, the site retains its integrity of feeling and association through the combination of a thoughtful
rehabilitation and the retention of much of the site’s original material, design, association, and setting.
Recommendation
The St. Paul (Burns Avenue) Overlook is eligible for listing in the NRHP under Criterion C in the area of
landscape architecture for its display of excellent craftsmanship and as a significant demonstration of the
national design standards applied to Minnesota roadside properties between 1950 and 1967.
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6.1.19 Birch Coulee Historical Marker (RN-BCO-004)
E side of TH 71 250' S of CSAH 2
Renville County
The site was evaluated in 1998 for its NRHP eligibility within the 1920-1960 context. Although less than
50 years of age at the time, the study concluded that the property would be eligible for NRHP listing once
it attained 50 years of age. The site met the previous context criteria for NRHP eligibility under Criterion
A as a non-federal relief property that closely resembles a federal relief property, and under Criterion C
as an example of the National Park Service Rustic Style, displaying labor-intensive construction techniques
and the use of indigenous materials (RN-BCO-004, Gemini Research, 1998).
History
According to the previous documentation, this historical marker and wayside rest replaced a steel sign
containing similar text (RN-BCO-004, Gemini Research 1998, on file at the Minnesota SHPO). Plans for the
Birch Coulee Historical Marker site on file at the MnDOT Site Development Unit are signed in 1950 by
Harold Olson, and presumably it was constructed later that year. The site was developed to consist of a
historical marker accessed by a gravel pull-off drive off the east side of TH 71, which curved slightly toward
the front of the marker as it headed generally north and curved back to the highway, creating a narrow
median, which was covered in grass. The driveway island was finished with a concrete curb and joined to
the marker by a gravel terrace. Although the plan indicates the use of limestone for the monument, it was
instead constructed with a local granite. Similarly, the specifications for a bronze plaque appear to have
been executed in aluminum. Plans called for nine Colorado Spruce to be placed in back of the marker,
with American elm trees planted across the highway and on all four sides of the intersection. The site is
one of 18 shrine-style historical markers recorded in the previous survey (RN-BCO-004, Gemini Research
1998, on file at the Minnesota SHPO).
Description
The Birch Coulee Historical Marker site, located on the east side of TH 71 at Renville County Road 2, 1.5
miles north of Morton, retains its historical layout (Figure 76). The pull-off is now bituminous. The shrinestyled stone marker, constructed of gray, pink and black rock-faced Morton granite, is about 18 feet in
length running parallel to the highway (Figures 77 and 78). The central shaft, about 9 feet tall, is flanked
by low walls, and approached by three granite steps. The stone shaft frames an aluminum plaque entitled
“Battle of Birch Coulee” with text that describes the nearby battle during the 1862 U.S.-Dakota War. The
plaque includes the emblems of the MHD and the Minnesota Historical Society.
Evaluation
The Birch Coulee Historical Marker, as a property constructed circa 1950, was re-evaluated using the
revised registration requirements established within the 1950-1975 context.
Significance
Although the historical marker at Birch Coulee is elaborate in its stone construction when considered in
comparison to other types of historical markers in Minnesota, it essentially follows a template for shrine-
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Figure 76. RN-BCO-004, Wayside, Facing N

Figure 77. RN-BCO-004, Wayside and Historical marker, Facing E
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Figure 78. RN-BCO-004, Historical marker, Facing NE

style markers with a rustic-style aesthetic developed in the 1930s and as such does not reflect the
aesthetic ideals of the 1950s through the 1970s. The stonework, while attractive, is set on a short, linear
plane and does not illustrate the successful execution of a particularly challenging design. It therefore
does not reflect particularly complex design skill or craftsmanship, particularly that expressing high artistic
value or the work of a master uniquely adapted to a particular site, nor is it an outstanding or innovative
example of regional expression within this context. The remaining site design characteristics also are not
outstanding or innovative. The relatively simple site plan does not reflect the national standards for
roadside development introduced in the 1950s, such as emphasis on scenic features, safety, conforming
to natural features, thoughtful circulation patterns, or traveler comfort amenities. No other information
related to the history of this site suggests its significance under Criterion A. The Birch Coulee Historical
Marker wayside therefore does not meet the registration requirements for significance.
Recommendation
The Birch Coulee Historical Marker is not eligible for listing in the NRHP due to a lack of significance.

6.1.20 Pillsbury Mine Overlook (SL-BAL-004)
US 169, 1 mile S of Chisholm
St. Louis County
The site was previously evaluated for listing in the NRHP within the 1920-1960 context and found to be
not eligible due to its late construction and loss of integrity.
History
According to the previous documentation (SL-BAL-004, Gemini Research, 2003), the site was constructed
by the MHD in 1962 when this stretch of TH 169 was built. Original site plans are not available. A 1972
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aerial photograph shows the developed area of the site to be located on both sides of TH 169, with a pair
of symmetrical, mirror-image paved pull-offs, on one each side of the highway. On the east side, a large
rectangular parking area extended east from the south end of the pull-off, and a stone historical marker
with a metal plaque was constructed on the north end of the site. Beyond the marker was a view to the
Pillsbury open-pit mine. The site is listed in the 1975 directory of Minnesota safety rest areas as offering
tables and the historical marker. The plaque was removed at an unknown date.
Description
The Pillsbury Mine Overlook is located on both sides of TH 169 one mile south of Chisholm. The site is now
abandoned and closed to traffic by a metal guard rail, but its original components, though deteriorating,
are still evident, including the pull-off areas, parking area, and historical marker (Figure 79). The lecternstyle stone marker is constructed of local stone, and consists of a sloped plaque surface with integral
flanking benches (Figures 80 and 81). The metal historical plaque once mounted to the base has been
removed. The site offers views to the open-pit mine to the northeast.
Evaluation
The Pillsbury Mine Overlook, as a property constructed in 1962, was re-evaluated using the revised
registration requirements established within the 1950-1975 context.
Significance
Very simple in its design, consisting of two pull-offs, a parking area, and historical marker, the Pillsbury
Mine Overlook lacks the complexity of the national standards being introduced in the late 1950s and early
1960s. The marker itself is of a design similar to other markers built on waysides throughout the state,
often using indigenous stone material. This example does not display outstanding craftsmanship or design

Figure 79. SL-BAL-004, Facing N
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Figure 80. SL-BAL-004, Historical Marker, Facing NE

Figure 81. SL-BAL-004, Historical Marker, Facing SE

skill. No other information related to the history of this site suggests its significance under Criterion A.
The site therefore does not meet the revised registration requirements for significance.
Recommendation
The Pillsbury Mine Overlook is not eligible for listing in the NRHP due to a lack of significance.
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6.1.21 Fond du Lac Historical Marker (SL-DUL-2429)
In Fond du Lac, N side of TH 23 between 130th & 131st Ave W
St. Louis County
The site was previously evaluated for listing in the NRHP within the 1920-1960 context and found to be
not eligible because it did not meet context registration requirements.
No field investigations were performed for this property as part of the current study. The following history
and description are based on the site history and description provided in the inventory form prepared by
Gemini Research in 1998.
History
The wayside was constructed by the MHD in 1956, according to previous documentation. As built, it
consisted of a semi-circular pull-off, which also served as the parking area, separated from TH 23 by a
narrow poured-concrete median, and a stone historical marker centered on the pull-off. A wooden
hanging-arm sign was located at the east end of the parking area. Plans for the site additionally called for
trees to be planted within the TH 23 median in front of it.
Description
This simple site retains its historical layout. The hanging-arm sign has been removed. The historical
marker is the principal structure, and consists of a limestone lectern-style base with metal plaque attached
to it. The plaque is entitled “Fond Du Lac” and describes the area known as Fond Du Lac.
Evaluation
The Fond du Lac Historical Marker, as a property constructed in 1956, was re-evaluated using the revised
registration requirements established within the 1950-1975 context.
Significance
The simple site does not represent the high national standards for roadside properties of the period, such
as emphasis on scenic quality or safety, specialized circulation patterns, or traveler amenities, and
therefore does not convey historic significance within this context. The marker itself is of a design similar
to other markers built on waysides throughout the state, often using indigenous stone material. This
example does not display outstanding craftsmanship or design skill. No other information related to the
history of this site suggests its significance under Criterion A. The site therefore does not meet the revised
registration requirements for significance.
Recommendation
The Fond du Lac Historical Marker is not eligible for listing in the NRHP due to a lack of significance. It is
noted that the site is a feature along the Veterans Evergreen Memorial Drive, a linear designed landscape
with potential historic significance, and may be evaluated under other historic contexts as a contributing
feature to that property.
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6.1.22 New Duluth Scenic Overlook (SL-DUL-2430)
S side of TH 23 about 600' W of Sargent Creek
St. Louis County
The site was previously evaluated within the 1920-1960 context and found to be not eligible due to its
loss of integrity.
No field investigations were performed for this property as part of the current study. The following history
and description are based on the site history and description provided in the inventory form prepared by
Gemini Research in 1998.
History
The New Duluth Scenic Overlook was constructed circa 1958, based on plans dating to July of that year.
It consisted of a gravel parking area and an overlook wall. The 200-foot-long wall featured a centered
overlook bay, and it consisted of stone piers spaced 20 feet apart and connected by beams, likely of steel.
As of 1998, only the poured concrete footings and one stone pier remained of the overlook wall. Guard
stones, natural rocks set atop the wall’s footings, were placed on the site in 1980. According to
documentation in the MnDOT Site Development files, the site was rehabilitated in 2009 with a paved
parking surface.
Description
As recorded in the previous documentation, this site consists of a parking area approached by a single
driveway. The remnants of the 1958 overlook wall are represented by poured concrete footings and a
single stone pier. Wood bollards connected by cables separate the highway from the parking area. A trail
leads from the western end of the parking area down the slope toward the river.
Evaluation
The New Duluth Scenic Overlook, as a property constructed in 1958, was re-evaluated using the revised
registration requirements established within the 1950-1975 context.
Significance
The simple site does not represent the high national standards for roadside properties of the period, such
as emphasis on scenic quality or safety, specialized circulation patterns, or traveler amenities. The site
remnants do not represent high artistic values or craftsmanship. The site therefore does not meet the
revised registration requirements for significance. It is noted that the site is a feature along the Veterans
Evergreen Memorial Drive, a linear designed landscape with potential historic significance, and may be
evaluated under other historic contexts as a contributing feature to that property.
Recommendation
The New Duluth Scenic Overlook is not eligible for listing in the NRHP due to a lack of significance.
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6.1.23 Thompson Hill-Skyline Parkway Overlook (SL-DUL-2468)
E side of Skyline Pkwy 200' S of Skyline Pkwy and TH 2
St. Louis County
The site was previously evaluated for listing in the NRHP within the 1920-1960 context and found to be
not eligible because of its construction date.
History
This overlook was constructed circa 1967 by the Minnesota Highway Department in association with the
widening of TH 61 in preparation for its conversion to Interstate Highway 35. Not actually located on a
trunk highway, it may have been constructed for the city of Duluth as mitigation for the alterations to the
parkway system, or as a replacement for the lower overlook, called Thompson Hill Overlook (SL-DUL-2431)
built in 1938, which would become inaccessible from the new interstate highway. In this location, the
Skyline Parkway, also known as Westgate Boulevard, serves as a service road from I-35, providing access
to the Thompson Hill Traveler Information Center, located just above this overlook. The site was built to
include a long, low overlook wall and a parallel, adjacent pull-off.
Description
The Thompson Hill Skyline Parkway Overlook is situated on a high hill southwest of Duluth overlooking
the St. Louis Bay (Figures 82 and 83). The site is essentially a terrace accessed by the Skyline Parkway,
sitting above Interstate 35 and below the Thompson Hill Travel Information Center. Its principal feature is
a low overlook wall constructed of undressed, irregularly shaped native stone with concrete mortar
(Figure 84 and 85). The wall extends approximately 560 feet in length and is about 2 feet wide. Piers of

Figure 82. SL-DUL-2468, Overlook Wall and Skyline Parkway, Facing SE
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Figure 83. SL-DUL-2468, Pull-Off and Overlook Wall, Facing SW

Figure 84. SL-DUL-2468, Overlook Wall
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Figure 85. SL-DUL-2468, Overlook Wall and Scenic View, Facing NE

the same material stand about 2.5 feet in height and punctuate the wall approximately every 21 feet. The
wall forms the southeastern border of the paved pull-off, which is approximately 22 feet wide at its center
and tapers toward each end. A concrete gutter separates the pull-off from the Skyline Parkway.
Evaluation
The Thompson Hill-Skyline Parkway Overlook, as a property constructed circa 1967, was re-evaluated
using the revised registration requirements established within the 1950-1975 context.
Significance
The property does not meet the revised criteria for significance. The very simple pull-off, consisting of a
paved shoulder and a stone wall, does not represent the work of a master or high artistic values. The site
lacks the complexity of design and amenities associated with the important developments of the era.
Although the overlook emphasizes the scenic quality offered by the site, it does not do so in a creative or
complex manner that would suggest the use of highly developed technical or artistic skills. No other
information related to the history of this site suggests its significance under Criterion A. The site therefore
does not meet the revised registration requirements for significance.
Recommendation
The Thompson Hill-Skyline Parkway Overlook is not eligible for listing in the NRHP due to a lack of
significance.
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6.1.24 Clifton-French River Historical Marker (SL-DUT-002)
Clifton at French River, SE side of TH61 150' SW of the French River
St. Louis County
The site was previously evaluated for listing in the NRHP within the 1920-1960 context and found to be
not eligible because it did not meet context registration requirements.
No field investigations were performed for this property as part of the current study. The following history
and description are based on the site history and description provided in the inventory form prepared by
Gemini Research in 1998.
History
This site was constructed in 1959-1960 by the MHD employing labor from the YCC. It consisted of a
triangular parcel with a pull-off of unknown surface material, a stone historical marker, and possibly an
island. Original plans called for juniper and cedar to surround the marker, and maple trees to be planted
on the remainder of the parcel.
Description
The site is composed of an asphalt pull-off from TH 61 with a historical marker. The historic plaque is
mounted on a lectern-style limestone structure with integral flanking stone benches. The text of the
plaque describes the history of the Clifton townsite. If an island was built as the original plans suggest, it
is no longer present, nor are any of the specified plantings.
Evaluation
The Clifton-French River Historical Marker site, as a property constructed circa 1960, was re-evaluated
using the revised registration requirements established within the 1950-1975 context.
Significance
The simple site does not represent the high national standards for roadside properties of the period, such
as emphasis on scenic quality or safety, specialized circulation patterns, or traveler amenities. The site
therefore does not meet the revised registration requirements for significance.
Recommendation
The Clifton-French River Historical Marker is not eligible for listing in the NRHP due to a lack of significance.

6.1.25 Pomme de Terre Roadside Parking Area (SW-MOY-007)
10.0 mi W of Danvers, both sides of TH 12 at Pomme de Terre River
Swift County
The site was previously evaluated for listing in the NRHP within the 1920-1960 context and found to be
not eligible due to loss of integrity.
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