Figure 129. KH-RSE-005, Foot Path, Facing NW

Figure 130. KH-RSE-005, Picnic Table, Playground, Pole Barn, Shed, Facing W

A number of other structures have been added to the site in more recent years to accommodate its use
as an antique engine show site. These include a large, metal-sided, gable-roof pole-barn on a concrete
slab. The building is open in its eastern bays, and may serve as a concession site. Other structures, like a
garden shed and tent, appear to be more temporary in nature, as they are on wood skids. These are on
the parking area, near the metal building, and near the toilet building. The site entrances are now closed
by metal gates. The original well has been capped.
Historic Context and Evaluation Study
Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties
1950-1975

Page 177

Evaluation
Significance
Constructed circa 1974 by the MHD, the Blomkest Rest Area was evaluated for NRHP eligibility using the
registration requirements established within the context of “Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside
Properties, 1950-1975.” This property does not meet the context study’s criteria for significance under
Criterion C as a non-Class I wayside. It does not appear to be an important work of a master, to possess
high artistic values in landscape design or architecture, or to demonstrate important building methods.
Its overall execution does not appear to be an outstanding or innovative example representing the
characteristics of rest area design of the period. The property has no known important associations with
significant events that would meet Criterion A requirements.
Recommendation
The Blomkest Rest Area is not eligible for listing in the NRHP due to lack of significance.

6.2.8 Clementson Rest Area (LW-CLE-002)
TH 11, Clemenston City
Lake of the Woods County
History
The Clementson Rest Area is located on the north side of Minnesota Highway 11 in Clementson, where it
is divided into east and west portions by the Rapid River. Unsigned, undated plans post-dating 1966 for
the Clementson Rest Area are on file in the hard copy files at MnDOT’s Site Development Unit (SP 390206 TH 11). These illustrate a plan for the eastern unit of the site consisting of a circular loop drive, stone
wall, shade trees, bulletin board, well, fountain and a series of foot paths leading to four picnic shelters.
This plan appears never to have been implemented, as traces of these hardscape elements are not extant.
Although it was never implemented as planned, this site appears on the 1975 directory of Minnesota
safety rest areas (“at Clementson”), offering tables and fireplaces. Although two picnic tables are on site,
the fireplaces are not extant. As of August 2014, MnDOT was considering the transfer of the site to Lake
of the Woods County (Correspondence, Site Development Unit electronic site files).
Description
The Clementson Rest Area is located on the north side of Minnesota Highway 11 at the Rapid River in
Clementson. Gravel surfaced units are situated on both the west and east sides of the Rapid River, where
a natural falls cascades near the confluence with the Rainy River at the Canadian border. No structures or
amenities are located at the Clementson Rest Area. The western unit consists of a simple pull-out with a
single entrance (Figure 131). The eastern unit is approached from MN 11 by a curving driveway to a gravel
parking area (Figure 132). An additional driveway continues in a loop to a lower level below a small rock
outcropping, where two picnic tables are placed (Figure 133). A precipitous and unmaintained trail leads
to the river bank and views of the falls.
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Figure 131. LW-CLE-002, Western Unit, Facing E

Figure 132. LW-CLE-002, Eastern Unit, Facing E
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Figure 133. LW-CLE-002, Eastern Unit, Facing S

Evaluation
Significance
The Clementson Rest Area, constructed c. 1970, was evaluated for NRHP eligibility using the registration
requirements established within the context of “Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties, 19501975.” The non-Class I wayside does not exhibit the features that would meet the registration
requirements for significance. The site exhibits a simple layout and lacks built amenities. Although
adjacent to the river, it does not respond to its setting in a way that showcases or enhances the natural
features in a complex or creative way, and its circulation pattern does not incorporate important safety
improvements. The site lacks the complexity of the design to be considered as a property meeting the
standards representing the distinctive characteristics of type, the work of a master, or high artistic values
within its historic context and therefore does not meet the significance requirements under Criterion C.
The property has no known important associations with significant events that would meet Criterion A
requirements.
Recommendation
The Clementson Rest Area is not eligible for listing in the NRHP due to lack of significance.

6.2.9 Motley Wayside (MO-MOV-005)
TH 10/210 Motley
Morrison County
History
Little is known about the history of the Motley Wayside, and no plans are on file at the MnDOT Site
Development Unit. The site appears on the 1975 directory of Minnesota Safety Rest Areas as offering
tables and toilet. The site no longer has such amenities, and is currently operated by the Minnesota DNR.

Historic Context and Evaluation Study
Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties
1950-1975

Page 180

Description
The Motley Wayside is located in the town of Motley along the Crow Wing River. It is approached from
TH 10/MN 210 via Gold Lane and River Front Lane. The simple site consists of a paved parking area with
two traffic islands, and a boat launch at its northern end (Figures 134, 135 and 136). The islands are bound
by concrete curbing and are planted with ash, spruce and maple trees in a grass lawn. A wood sign in the
west island reads “Motley Truck Station Landing, Public Water Access, Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources.”

Figure 134. MO-MOV-005, Entrance and South Island, Facing N

Figure 135. MO-MOV-005, Parking area and North Island, Facing S
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Figure 136. MO-MOV-005, Boat Launch, Facing SE

Evaluation
Significance
The Motley Wayside, constructed circa 1970, was evaluated for NRHP eligibility using the registration
requirements established within the context of “Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties, 19501975.” The non-Class I wayside does not reflect the standards for roadside properties promoted in the
1960s and 1970s for safety, traveler amenities, or design. The site exhibits a simple layout and lack of built
amenities, and although located on a river with a boat launch, it does not respond to its setting in a way
that showcases or enhances the natural features in a complex or creative way. Its circulation pattern does
not incorporate important safety improvements. The site lacks the complexity of the design to be
considered as a property meeting the standards representing the distinctive characteristics of type, the
work of a master, or high artistic values within its historic context and therefore does not meet the
significance requirements under Criterion C. The property has no known important associations with
significant events that would meet Criterion A requirements.
Recommendation
The Motley Wayside is not eligible for listing in the NRHP due to lack of significance.

6.2.10 Ottertail Lake Rest Area (OT-OTT-003)
TH 78, 12.0 mi N of Battle Lake
Otter Tail County
History
Roadside development plans for the Ottertail Lake Rest Area were completed in April 1968 (Figure 137).
The site was likely constructed in the summer of 1968, beginning with the north and south parking areas
for 24 and 26 cars, respectively, the 10’ bituminous “service trail,” the 6’ bituminous walk, the concrete
stairs to the lake, a well, wood guard posts and lighting in the parking areas. No landscape plan identifying
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Figure 137. OT-OTT-003, Site Plan, 1969

the placement and species of plantings was found, and it appears likely that the MHD simply incorporated
an existing oak grove into its site planning, with a note that “location of 6’ bit. walk in wooded areas shall
avoid destruction of trees wherever practical” (Sheet No. 5, Roadside Development Plans, State Project
Number 5620-10 [TH 78], April 1968, on file at MnDOT Site Development Unit). Plans for the toilet building
and well pump are dated March 1969, and MnDOT construction logs record their construction in 1970.
Plans are signed by William H. Mueller, and approved by Lawrence E. Foote, Director of Environmental
Services, among others. The site appears to have been constructed closely according to the plans, which
gave some allowances for the precise configuration of the walking trails.
Early photographs, probably dating shortly after the site’s completion, show the presence of a wood sign
with yellow lettering identifying the site as “Otter Tail Lake Roadside Parking Area” (Figure 138). The picnic
shelter, not included on the original drawings, was added at an unknown date, likely in the 1970s. The
well pump was removed in the 2000s. Smaller structures have been added to the site at unknown dates,
including an equipment shed on the northeast end of the north parking area. A small interpretive sign
entitled “Fur Trade” was placed near the north parking area and is associated with the Otter Trail Scenic
Byway.
Description
The Ottertail Lake Rest Area is located on the west side of TH 78 on the southwest shore of Ottertail Lake
(Figure 139). The unique design of this rest area features two parking areas on the northeast and
southwest ends separated by approximately 665’ and joined by landscaped grounds with footpaths and
traveler amenities. The two parking areas, paved in asphalt, are similar in size (south area is 180’ by 90’;
north area is 170’ by 90’) and shape (rectangular) (Figures 140, 141 and 142). The parking pads have
rounded corners and bituminous curbs. Each has a single entrance from the two-lane highway. The
principal landscape for the rest area is between these two parking areas, and consists of two bituminous
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Figure 138. OT-OTT-003, c. 1970

Figure 139. OT-OTT-003, Site and South Parking Area from South Entrance, Facing NE
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Figure 140. OT-OTT-003, South Parking Area and Service Road, Facing SW

Figure 141. OT-OTT-003, North Parking Area, Facing NE
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Figure 142. OT-OTT-003, South Parking Area and Ottertail Lake, Facing NE

winding service trails/walking trails (10’ and 6’ wide, respectively) that lead from one parking area to the
other, mature trees composed mostly of oak, a picnic pavilion, toilet building, and scattered picnic tables
(Figure 143). The toilet building, located just south of the north parking area, is a vault variety using a
standard MHD plan of concrete-block walls, separated men’s and women’s spaces, and a “bonnet”-style
hipped roof (Figure 144). The picnic shelter, not a part of the original site plan and added at an unknown
date, is located near the center of the site, and consists of a low-hipped roof supported by square wood
posts on a concrete pad (Figure 145). A low, concrete-block wall (two blocks in height) surrounds the
perimeter, and a concrete-block grill is at the east end. The shelter accommodates about six tables. Wood
guard posts, placed approximately 10’ from each other, define the perimeters of the parking areas and
west edge of the site along TH 78. Access to the lake is provided from the west footpath near the south
parking area via a flight of concrete stairs (Figure 146).
The picnic shelter is the most significant intervention not reflected on the original plans. Other minor
changes have been introduced, including the removal of the well pump and the original signage, and the
addition of a small equipment building and interpretive sign.
Evaluation
Significance
The Ottertail Lake Rest Area, constructed between 1968 and c. 1970, was evaluated for NRHP eligibility
using the registration requirements established within the context of “Minnesota Trunk Highway
Roadside Properties, 1950-1975.” The non-Class I site was designed with adaptation to its site along
Ottertail Lake, and is a rare example among its contemporary Minnesota designs in its use of two
separated parking areas joined by a common landscape. The Long Lake Roadside Parking Area (CW-NSC-
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