Figure 110. GD-ZBC-066, Facing SW

Figure 111. GD-ZBC-066, Site, Facing SW

Evaluation
Significance
The Zumbrota Historical Marker, constructed in 1961, was evaluated for NRHP eligibility using the
registration requirements established within the context of “Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside
Properties, 1950-1975.” This simple wayside, now consisting only of the historical marker, does not meet
registration requirements for significance. This small stone podium structure does not exhibit complex
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design skills or craftsmanship. No extant elements reflect the national trends to meet travel safety and
comfort, nor does the site showcase or respond to the natural conditions of its setting in a significant way.
Without these additional elements in place, the marker’s recognition of regional identity through its
interpretive plaque and its possible siting on the Dubuque Trail does not in itself reflect a significant
association with these movements or history. The property has no known important associations with
significant events that would meet Criterion A requirements.
Recommendation
The Zumbrota Historical Marker is not eligible for listing in the NRHP due to lack of significance.

6.2.5 Loman Rest Area (KC-UOG-113)
TH 11, 23.0 mi W of International Falls
Koochiching County
History
No plans for this roadside property are on file at the MnDOT Site Development Unit. According to signage
on the site, the Loman Rest Area was established as a park – or wayside – in 1965 when the buildings
occupying the site were removed. Previously it had been the location of a general store operated by S. M.
Thomas and Son (1910-1944) and Dahl’s Fairway Store (1944-1965). The site is currently maintained by
Koochiching County Land and Forestry. The flowing well remains from the 1944 era. Little is known about
the property’s history as a rest area, although it appears on the 1975 list of Minnesota safety rest areas
(“3 Mi. W. of Loman”), offering tables as the only amenity. Undated photographs from the MnDOT Road
Development Unit files (probably from the early 2000s) show small privy toilets; these have since been
removed, and a modern log-sided vault-toilet building has been added to the site. The earlier photographs
also indicate changes made to the well enclosure.
Description
The Loman Rest Area is located on the north side of Minnesota Highway 11, in the small community of
Loman, approximately 23 miles west of International Falls. The site provides access to the Black River on
the east, which flows into the nearby Rainy River on the Canadian border. The site is accessed by a Ushaped bituminous drive with two entrances from the highway and is marked by a gable roof-covered sign
reading “Loman Park, Koochiching County Land & Forestry” (Figure 112). A flowing well with a small
wooden enclosure is found on the northeast corner of the parking area. North of the drive stands a log
toilet building (c. 2010), a picnic shelter supported by wood posts and covered by a shingled gable roof,
and several picnic tables and fire grills (Figure 113 and 114). An additional gravel, U-shaped road extends
deeper into the woods north of the rest area, along which are provided several secluded picnic sites.
Evaluation
Significance
The Loman Rest Area, constructed circa 1965, was evaluated for NRHP eligibility using the registration
requirements established within the context of “Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties, 19501975.” Located near the Black River off of MN 11, the site does not appear to exhibit the features that
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Figure 112. KC-UOG-113, Facing E

Figure 113. KC-UOG-113, Picnic Shelter, Facing NW
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Figure 114. KC-UOG-113, Toilet Building, Facing SE

would meet the registration requirements for significance. It does not contain overlook walls or other
structures with demonstrated design skill. The site has a simple layout, and while located adjacent to the
Black River, it does not respond to its setting in a way that showcases or enhances the natural features in
a complex or creative way, and its circulation pattern does not incorporate important safety
improvements. Furthermore, many of the principal features on the site, such as the toilet building and
the well enclosure, have been replaced in recent years. The property has no known important associations
with significant events that would meet Criterion A requirements.
Recommendation
The Loman Rest Area is not eligible for listing in the NRHP due to lack of significance.

6.2.6 Manitou Rapids Rest Area (KC-UOG-114)
TH 11, 3.0 mi E of Manitou
Koochiching County
History
Although this site had been used as a day-picnic area near TH 11 and the Rainy River as early as 1964,
rough grading for a more extensive rest area was completed by 1968. Plans for further development of
the site were underway that year to add a vault-type toilet “to go in ‘island’ area with front on center line
of old roadway.” The property was notable for its “excellent views (Rainy River Valley, the Rapids, Rock
Outcroppings, etc.), topographical features, a great variety of plant materials (Wild Roses, Dogwoods,
Junipers, Arborvitae, Pine, Fir, Spruce, Poplar, Oak, Ash, etc.) providing extensive cover [, and] large area
for recreation and future development” (Memorandum, T. W. Erkkila to L. E. Foote, November 20, 1968,
MnDOT Site Development Unit files). In March 1969, plans were let for the standard vault-type toilet
building, approved by MHD engineer William M. Mueller and Director of Environmental Services Lawrence
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E. Foote. A water well and water supply system were added in 1975, the plan for which indicates the
presence of a large picnic area on the west side of the rest area. The 1975 directory of Minnesota rest
areas identified the site as offering tables, water, and facilities for the handicapped, curiously omitting a
mention of the toilet facility. By 2003, the site was operated by the Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources (DNR); it is no longer part of the MnDOT rest area program (Robert Williams to Dean Robertson,
electronic correspondence, 24 April 2008, MnDOT Site Development Unit files).
Description
The Manitou Rapids Rest Area is located on the north side of TH 11 along the south shore of the Rainy
River. The extensive site is principally covered in natural, thick woods, giving it a character more like a
campground than a rest area. The site largely conforms to the 1969 site plans (Figure 115). The main
circulation system consists of an irregular U-shaped drive, nearly a half-mile in length, with two entry/exit
points on TH 11 (the west entrance is now closed to traffic). Along the mostly paved drive are four separate
parking areas. The south parking area is the largest, and offers angled parking for trucks and trailers with
a circulation system around a d-shaped grassy island (Figure 116). The northeast parking area offers frontin parking off of the drive (Figure 117). The northwest parking area is an oblong area accessed by a single
drive with front-in parking on each side (Figure 118). The west parking area, like the northeast parking
area, is an expanded area in the roadway for front-in parking, and is currently gravel surfaced (Figure 119).
Beyond that point, the driveway is blocked by a metal barrier preventing vehicles from continuing to the
original western egress point on TH 11 (Figure 120). A vault-toilet building is located near the center of
the site and can be accessed from each of the four parking areas by a gravel or mown trail (Figure 121).
The structure is made of concrete block and has a “bonnet”-style hipped roof. A concrete-block wall
screens the doors of the men’s and women’s entrances. Although the nearby river is not visible from the
road or parking areas because of the thick forest, the site includes trails from two locations for access to
the Rainy River shore. A trail from the northwest parking area consists of treated-lumber steps to the river
shore, with views of the Manitou Rapids (Figure 122). A modern bench is placed at the top of the steps. A
second trail leads from the west parking area and is for hand-carried, small-boat access (Figure 123). No
picnic tables are currently on the site.
Apparent alterations include the resurfacing of most of the roadways, reconstruction or replacement of
the steps leading to the Rainy River shore, the closing of the main roadway between the TH 11 west
entrance and the west parking area, the possible loss of furnishings, such as a picnic tables, and the
addition of a single bench.

Evaluation
Significance
The Manitou Rapids Rest Area, constructed between circa 1968 and 1970, was evaluated for its NRHP
eligibility using the registration requirements established within the context of “Minnesota Trunk Highway
Roadside Properties, 1950-1975.” The non-Class I roadside property was designed to fit within a site that
is heavily wooded, reflecting the natural character of northern Minnesota. Able to accommodate a large
number of vehicles on an expansive site, the four discreet parking areas, or landscape “rooms,” are not
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visible from one to another, making the site seem more intimate than it in fact is. The centrally located

N
Figure 115. KC-UOG-114, Site Plan, 1969
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Figure 116. KC-UOG-114, South Parking Area, Facing E

Figure 117. KC-UOG-114, Northeast Parking Area, Facing SW

Historic Context and Evaluation Study
Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties
1950-1975

Page 168

Figure 118. KC-UOG-114, North Parking Area, Facing S

Figure 119. KC-UOG-114, West Parking Area, Facing NE
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Figure 120. KC-UOG-114, Road Barrier at West Parking Area, Facing SW

Figure 121. KC-UOG-114, Toilet Building and Trail, Facing S
Historic Context and Evaluation Study
Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties
1950-1975

Page 170

Figure 122. KC-UOG-114, Trail/Steps to Rainy River from Northwest Parking Area, Facing N

Figure 123. KC-UOG-114, Small Boat Access Trail from West Parking Area, Facing N
Historic Context and Evaluation Study
Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties
1950-1975

Page 171

toilet building within a wooded “island,” accessed by pedestrian paths from all four parking areas, offers
another unique aspect to the site. Views of the Rainy River and the Manitou Rapids are provided via two
pathways that lead to the river’s shore. Traveler comfort is provided through an MHD standard-issue,
concrete-block, vault-toilet building in a contemporary design.
The property meets NRHP significance requirements under Criterion C as an outstanding example of the
type and period of roadside development as shown through its emphasis on scenic and natural features;
adaptation to the natural conditions and vegetation; its complex circulation pattern that provides safety
and recreational opportunities to travelers; and provision for visitor comfort through the MHD-designed
concrete-block vault-toilet building. The site does not demonstrate the work of a master or important
methods of construction or design. The property has no known important associations with significant
events that would meet Criterion A requirements.
Substantially completed by 1970, the property is less than 50 years of age, and Criteria Consideration G
applies to this evaluation. Within the context of Minnesota’s rest areas constructed on its trunk highways
between 1950 and 1975, the Manitou Rapids Rest Area stands as a good, but not exceptional example,
and would therefore not meet the criteria of exceptional importance. Although the property does not
meet Criteria Consideration G standards for eligibility, further elaboration on the site’s significance is
provided.
Constructed within a brief period of time and for a singular purpose, the property would best be
categorized as a “site,” with the designed landscape being its most significant characteristic. It is significant
at the state level in the area of Landscape Architecture. The period of significance is 1970, the year of its
substantial completion. The essential physical features include the long, dual-entry circulation system off
of which are four distinct parking areas, the natural landscape preserved in heavily forested areas, the
pedestrian circulation to the toilet building and to the river shore, and the concrete-block toilet building.
Integrity
This site is principally significant for its overall site design and scenic setting, and containing few built
features.
Much of the original landscape design is intact, specifically the roadway system, the four parking areas,
the pedestrian circulation routes leading to the toilet building and the river, the modest toilet building,
and the natural woods that both join these components into a single unit and visually divide the built
features. Alterations have occurred in the vicinity of the west parking area that somewhat diminish the
integrity of design. The parking area, now gravel, no longer retains the distinct parking pattern and defined
curbing believed to be in place during the period of significance, although a rough outline of one edge of
the original parking area remains evident. The placement of gravel was used to expand this parking area
into a turnaround, as the roadway beyond it to the southwest has been closed by the placement of a
guardrail barrier and is no longer accessible to the highway. In addition, a portion of the pedestrian
circulation system that connects with this section of the roadway is no longer extant. These changes in
design, however, have not eliminated elements of the design beyond a portion of a pedestrian path, and
the alterations to the design elements are easily reversible. Although in a state of neglect, the roadway is
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still present, and the restoration of its surface and removal of the guardrail could be easily achieved.
Similarly, the gravel could be removed from the turnaround, allowing for the original configuration and
materials of the parking area and adjacent portion of the drive to be restored.
The broad setting for the rest area continues to be rural and heavily forested. Site notes from 1968
promote the site’s excellent views of the Rainy River valley, the Manitou Rapids, and rock outcropping.
Today, scenic views of the river are limited to one site from the trail head of the northwest parking area,
and rock outcroppings are not readily visible. Views of the rapids can be encountered by taking the steep
steps to the river’s shore. It is difficult to assess the how significantly the views have changed from the
original or intended appearance. It is likely that the woods have grown substantially thicker in the
intervening years, limiting these important scenic experiences, and diminishing the integrity of setting.
The removal of vegetation, however, is easily effected; therefore, optimal scenic views could be readily
restored.
The original materials specifications for the roadways are not known, although they were likely paved
bitumen. Most roadways are currently of bitumen, with the western portion finished in gravel. Minor
changes in roofing material to the toilet building have been made. The property’s integrity of location is
good, and elements within the site have not been relocated. Workmanship is not a significant aspect of
integrity for this site. Minor changes to the site, such as the removal of picnic tables, the addition of a
viewing bench, and the replacement of the stairway material have only minimally diminished some of the
site’s association and feeling, particularly as these aspects stem largely from the ways in which the rest
area takes advantage of the natural features of the site. Although currently operated by the DNR, the site
retains its association with the trunk highway and as a roadside property.
Recommendation
The Manitou Rapids Rest Area was found to meet the registration requirements for significance in the
area of landscape architecture under Criterion C, representing the distinctive characteristics of a type, and
it has good integrity for conveying its historical significance. At less than 50 years of age, it does not rise
to exceptional importance, and therefore it is not currently eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property
will be eligible when it reaches the 50-year mark if it retains its integrity.

6.2.7 Blomkest Rest Area (KH-RSE-005)
TH 7, 1.0 mi E of Blomkest
Kandiyohi County
History
Plans for the Blomkest Rest Area were signed in April 1974, and recommended for approval by the
Director of Environmental Services, Lawrence E. Foote (Figure 124). It was designed under J. Rierson’s
MHD design squad. The site was probably constructed later in 1974 or in 1975. Its date was late enough
that it is not listed in the 1975 directory of Minnesota Safety Rest Areas. The original plans indicate the
presence of a U-shaped drive, with a vault-toilet building, information kiosk, walking trail, and picnic tables
within a landscaped site. In 2009, the West Central Antique Power Club moved to the site after it was no
longer used as a roadside rest area and introduced several new buildings to the property.
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Figure 124. KH-RSE-005, Site Plan, 1974

Description
The Blomkest Rest Area is located on the north side of TH 7 near the east corporate limits of the village of
Blomkest. The two-entrance site consists of a U-shaped driveway with parking, a vault toilet, information
kiosk and foot path. In addition, several structures and objects have been added to the site for its current
use as the show site for the West Central Antique Power Collectors, including a metal-sided shed with
porch, a playground, and several temporary sheds and enclosures. The driveway provides access from TH
7 at the east and west ends of the site by means of a paved U-shaped, two-way driveway buffered from
the highway by a broad, sloped, turf ditch (Figure 125). Near the center of the drive’s north side are frontin parking spaces for automobiles, with parallel parking spaces along the south edge for trucks and trailers
(Figure 126). The parking areas have pre-cast concrete curbs. The vault-toilet building stands northeast of
the parking area, linked by a bituminous walkway (Figure 127). Constructed of concrete block, the
structure provides separate men’s and women’s units, which are screened by a concrete-block privacy
wall. The hipped roof features broad eaves and a cap at its center. A kiosk information board is sited near
the automobile parking area and features a roof in similar style to the toilet building (Figure 128). A singleloop walking trail provides pedestrian access to the shaded grassy area north of the driveway, where a
round concrete picnic table and modern playground are situated (Figures 129 and 130). The 1974 plans
called for planting 12 green ash, 14 robust poplar, and 14 silver maple throughout the site. Many of these
trees appear to be mature and intact.
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Figure 125. KH-RSE-005, West Entrance and TH 7, Facing E

Figure 126. KH-RSE-005, Parking Area, Facing NW
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Figure 127. KH-RSE-005, Toilet Building, Facing NE

Figure 128. KH-RSE-005, Information Kiosk, Facing NW
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