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Property Location
Property Name:

Oak Lake Rest Area

Inventory No.

PL-KNU-001

Location:

1.0m E of jct. TH 59
911 Address: 35256 235th Avenue SW, Erskine, MN

City/Twp:

Knute

County:

Polk

T-R-S:
Route

148-42-11
US 2

Quarters:

NW-NE

Control Section

6005

UTM Zone 15
MnDOT District:

N 5282467
District 2

E 277085

NAD 83

Property Information
Rest Area Class:

Date Const:

1972

Property Type:

Site

Survey Name:
Previously
Recorded?
NR Recommend:

Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties, 1950-1975: Historic Context and Evaluation Study
No
Previous
N/A
Recommendation
Not Eligible; re-assess after 50-years
old
William E. Stark,
Survey Date:
July 2015
Stark Preservation Planning LLC

Prepared by:

Historic Context:

Class I
Minnesota Trunk Highway
Roadside Properties, 1950-1975

History
Plans for the Oak Lake Rest Area were finalized and signed by MHD staff in early May 1972. William F. Mueller served as
engineer, and Jim Rierson headed the design squad for the landscape and site planning. Designs for the toilet building
and picnic shelters were outsourced to Virgil E. Siddens, Inc. of St. Cloud, whose plans date from November 1970. The
site was likely constructed in 1972-73; it appears on the directory of rest areas published in 1975. In addition to the Oak
Lake site, the Siddens firm was commissioned by the MHD to design the structures for six rest areas along Interstate 94
(Burgan Lake, Rice Lake [Elm Creek], Iverson Lake, Lake Hansel, Lake Latoka, and Moorhead Information Center), all of
which were developed between 1968 and 1975. With the exception of the Elm Creek Rest Area, which employed a
Mansard roof version of the toilet building, Siddens repeated the same basic design concept used at Oak Lake for each
of the rest areas, inserting slight variations in brick colors and adaptation to specific site requirements. The Moorhead
Information Center, which required additional space for its traveler services, represents an expanded version of the
theme. The Oak Lake site is the only non-Interstate rest area building known to be designed by Siddens.
Description
The Oak Lake Rest Area is a complex site location on the north side of TH 2, 1.5 miles east of TH 59, on the south shore
of Oak Lake. TH 2 is a four-lane divided highway in this location, and the rest area serves traffic in both directions. The
site is composed of three parking areas, access roads, a toilet building, lake overlook terrace, three picnic shelters,
pedestrian path, two picnic shelters, and multiple picnic tables. The site is accessed by entrances on the east and west
ends with short deceleration and acceleration lanes. The entrance points are linked by an internal roadway running
parallel to the highway. From this road, a driver may enter one of three parking areas. The west parking area provides
extended angled parking for trucks and trailers, and is shaped by a P-shaped grassy island, in which tethering posts and a
propane tank enclosure are placed. The center parking area, for cars only, provides more direct access to the toilet
building, and is separated from the access road by a narrow grassy island. The east parking area contains just six parking
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spaces and is accessed by a curving road east of the east site entrance. All road surfaces are of concrete, with principal
roads delineated by concrete curbs.
The toilet building is placed between the west and center parking areas near the shore of Oak Lake. Concrete sidewalks
provide access from the two parking areas. The building is nearly square in plan, with an extended two-entry vestibule
on the east elevation. The walls are constructed of concrete block and faced on the exterior with red brick. The shallow,
hipped, asphalt-shingle roof terminates at its peak with a raised metal cap. The deep eaves have exterior cross-shaped
supports at each of the four corners constructed of concrete block with brick veneer capped with concrete. A wood
beam extending from the roof rests on the supports via a metal anchor. Entrances are provided on the north and south
sides of the east vestibule through metal-framed glass doors. The east wall of the vestibule has two narrow, full-height
windows near each door and the brick walls feature a repeating geometric pattern of raised brick. The north and south
elevations have four narrow, full-height windows set within deep brick fames. A service entrance is placed on the west
elevation. The interior contains space for men’s and women’s restrooms, a mechanical and service room, and the entry
vestibule.
Adjacent to the toilet building’s east façade is a viewing terrace, with a concrete surface framed with brick walls and
metal picket fence, offering visitors a view of Oak Lake. Planters with concrete curbing are placed in the center of the
terrace and adjacent to the east wall of the toilet building. A metal flagpole and benches are also located in this area.
The two picnic shelters, placed on the north sides of the west and central parking areas, mimic the style of the toilet
building. Rectangular in plan, each shelter provides space for two picnic tables on a concrete slab. Concrete sidewalks
lead to each side of the shelter. Like the toilet building, the corner rafters of the low-pitched hipped roof are supported
by brick posts connected by metal anchors. The metal caps at the center of the roofs, shown on the original plans, have
been removed. Wood batten and Plexiglas screens provide shelter from the wind and rain on the south and west
elevations.
A bituminous, meandering walking path leads from the central parking area near the shore of Oak Lake, to the east
parking area, taking the visitor on a shaded, naturalistic path. The picnic tables and benches are modern tube metal and
vinyl coated pieces that are generally placed in the same locations specified in the original plans. Lighting is provided in
the pedestrian areas by historicized street lamps, replacements for the original glass globe lighting. The “cobra” styled
street lighting shown in early photographs remains in use for the roadways.
The 1972 planting plan called for extensive plantings throughout the site, including 32 silver maple, nine sugar maple, 49
green ash, 14 robust poplar, and nine American linden. Natural existing vegetation at the lake shore remained intact. It
appears that many of these trees remain in place, or have been replaced in a similar location with the same or similar
species. The plantings at the terrace specified staghorn sumac, dwarf Japanese yew, Clavey’s dwarf honeysuckle and
wineleaf potentilla. It appears that few of the terrace’s planters contain the original species; other species have been
substituted, and the center planter is used for growing annuals.
Evaluation
Constructed c. 1973 by the Minnesota Highway Department, the Oak Lake Rest Area was evaluated for NRHP eligibility
using the registration requirements established within the context of “Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties,
1950-1975.”
Significance
The Oak Lake Rest Area is found to meet the registration requirements as a Class I safety rest area that significantly
represents the distinctive characteristics of the type and period. The property successfully illustrates many of the
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innovations and guidelines promoted by the AASHO in the 1950s and introduced on Minnesota’s interstate highways
beginning in 1968. Through its use of acceleration and deceleration lanes, buffer strips, and through lanes, site designers
promoted the safe and efficient movement of vehicles within the site. This example illustrates the application of the
principals of traveler safety and geometrics of the period. The site integrates well with its principal natural feature, Oak
Lake, and visitors are directed to a terrace with views of Oak Lake, and to two picnic shelters and a meandering path
above the lake shore. The rest area offers high levels of amenities with its flush toilet building, and architecturally, the
design reflects a contemporary modernism aesthetic, sometimes described as the Funk/Revival style, with an emphasis
on exaggerated roof forms and vague historical references, such as its reverse Mansard or bonnet roof. Furthermore,
the site integrates the design for its toilet building with that of its picnic shelters, including tables and benches, to
achieve a fully integrated site plan. For these reasons, the Oak Lake Rest Area meets the registration requirements for
significance under Criterion C as representing the distinctive characteristics of the type within the context of “Minnesota
Trunk Highway Roadside Properties, 1950-1975.”
Building elements of the site were designed by Virgil E. Siddens, Inc., but do not represent an important work of a
master. While the site and building designs fulfill many of the goals and standards established by the AASHO during the
period, they do not demonstrate high artistic values or important building engineer or construction methods. No other
information related to the history of this site suggests its significance under Criterion A.
Constructed circa 1973, the property is less than 50 years of age, and Criteria Consideration G applies to this evaluation.
Within the context of Minnesota’s rest areas constructed on its interstate and trunk highways between 1968 and 1975,
the Oak Lake Rest Area stands as a good, but not outstanding example. When compared with other properties in this
category, particularly interstate rest areas which were not evaluated in this study due to the exclusion of the FHWA from
Section 106 compliance for interstate properties, it is likely that similar rest areas meet this significance criterion as well
or better, and that the Oak Lake Rest Area does not meet the criteria of exceptional importance.
Although the property does not meet Criteria Consideration G standards for eligibility, further elaboration on the site’s
significance is provided. Constructed within a brief period of time and for a singular purpose, the property would best be
categorized as a “site,” with the designed landscape being its most significant characteristic. It is significant in the areas
of Landscape Architecture and Architecture. The period of significance, circa 1973, is tied to the period when it was
completed and thus illustrated the full complement of its distinctive character. The property’s essential physical features
that serve to define its significance include the acceleration and deceleration lanes, the circulation system that safely
separates the wayside from the highway, the three concrete parking areas and related traffic islands and curbing, the
concrete sidewalks, the toilet building, the two picnic shelters, the viewing terrace, the relationship to the Oak Lake
views, the meandering pedestrian path, and the landscaping consisting of a variety of deciduous trees to provide shade
and protection.
Integrity
Based on original site plans and undated photographs that appear to be taken shortly after construction of the site, the
Oak Lake Rest Area is largely unaltered and bears strong integrity. The property continues its association with TH 2 and
serves the same purpose for which it was built. The overall circulation pattern for both vehicular and pedestrian traffic
remains in its original configuration, as does the siting of smaller elements, such as benches, picnic tables, and trees,
giving it a strong sense of the original design intention. Minor changes have been made to the terrace, including a
planter that has since been paved with concrete, and changes in planting types. The setting, on the shore of Oak Lake
remains an important factor, although overgrown vegetation in some locations diminish the ability to enjoy views from
the grounds of the rest area beyond the viewing terrace. Material integrity is somewhat diminished by the replacement
of many of the furnishings, such as picnic tables and benches, although the major structures of the circulation systems,
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toilet building and picnic shelters appear to largely retain original materials or to have been replaced with in-kind
materials. The combination of these various factors of integrity brings strong integrity of feeling that expresses the
intended design aesthetic, purpose and use.
Recommendation
The Oak Lake Rest Area was found to meet the registration requirements for significance under Criterion C, representing
the distinctive characteristics of a type. At less than 50 years of age, it does not rise to exceptional importance, and
therefore it is not currently eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property will be eligible when it reaches the 50-year mark
if it retains its integrity.
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Property Location
Property Name:

Lengby Rest Area

Inventory No.

PL-LGC-005

Location:

2.0mi N of Lengby

City/Twp:
T-R-S:

Columbia

County:

Polk

147-39-28

Quarters:

NW-NW

Route

US 2

UTM Zone 15
MnDOT District:

N 5267228
District 2

Control Section
E 301650

6005
NAD 83

Date Const:

1974

Property Type:

Site

Survey Name:
Previously
Recorded?
NR Recommend:

Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties, 1950-1975: Historic Context and Evaluation Study
No
Previous
N/A
Recommendation
Not Eligible

Prepared by:

William E. Stark,
Stark Preservation Planning LLC

Property Information
Rest Area Class:
Historic Context:

Survey Date:

Class II
Minnesota Trunk Highway
Roadside Properties, 1950-1975

July 2015

History
The Lengby Rest Area was constructed circa 1974, and the plans on file for State Project Number 6005-31 were
approved in April 1974. The site’s structures, such as the toilet building and information kiosk, appear to be based on
standardized MHD plans. The stand-alone information kiosk originally intended for the site appears to have never been
constructed, based on early photographs of the site on file at the MnDOT Site Development Unit.
Description
The Lengby Rest Area is located on TH 2, six miles east of Fosston. The site is situated, perhaps uniquely in Minnesota,
between the westbound and eastbound lanes of traffic, accessed from each direction by a cross street, 393rd Avenue SE.
A driveway leads to a bituminous parking area with front-in parking at the west and south perimeters and angled trailer
parking in the center. A concrete sidewalk at the west end of the parking area leads to a concrete-block two-stall vault
toilet building, which stands to the northwest. The small structure features a “bonnet” style hipped roof with deep eaves
and clad with ribbed metal sheathing. Several picnic tables are placed within the grove of deciduous trees within the
grassy area west of the parking lot. Wooden guideposts delineate the parking area from the grassy meadow in the
southwest corner. The former water well has been capped. The site plan called for the wooded area to be planted in
littleleaf linden, silver maple, green ash, robust poplar, northern pin oak, and Jackman potentilla. Many of these original
trees and species appear to be in place. The overall site of the Lengby Rest Area generally conforms to the 1974
drawings. The toilet building has been somewhat altered with the removal of a privacy screen and changes to the
roofing materials.
Evaluation
Constructed c. 1974 by the Minnesota Highway Department, the Lengby Rest Area was evaluated for NRHP eligibility
using the registration requirements established within the context of “Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties,
1950-1975.”
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Significance
This property does not meet the context study’s criteria for significance under Criterion C. It does not appear to be an
important work of a master, to possess high artistic values in landscape design or architecture, or to demonstrate
important building methods. While the method of placing a rest area within the median of a divided highway may be
unique in Minnesota and the vista from the site to the west is pleasing, its overall execution does not appear to be an
outstanding application representing the principals promoted in rest area design of the period. The property has no
known important associations with significant events that would meet Criterion A requirements.
Recommendation
The Lengby Rest Area is not eligible for listing in the NRHP due to lack of significance.

PL-LGC-005, Rest Area Site Plan
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Property Name:

Property Location
Big Pine Lake Roadside Parking Area

Location:

6 mi W of Finlayson, W side of TH18 just NW of the Pine River

City/Twp:

Pine Lake

County:

Pine

T-R-S:

43-21-8

Quarters:

SW-SW

Route

MN 18

UTM Zone 15
MnDOT District:

N 5118484
District 1

Control Section
E 497707

5808
NAD 83

Date Const:

c. 1960

Property Type:

Site

Survey Name:
Previously
Recorded?
NR Recommend:

Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties, 1950-1975: Historic Context and Evaluation Study
Yes
Previous
Not Eligible
Recommendation
Not Eligible

Prepared by:

William E. Stark,
Stark Preservation Planning LLC

Inventory No.

Property Information
Rest Area Class:
Historic Context:

Survey Date:

PN-PLK-006

Class IV
Minnesota Trunk Highway
Roadside Properties, 1950-1975

July 2015

Within the Roadside Development on Minnesota Trunk Highways, 1920-1960 context, this property previously was
found to be not eligible because it did not meet context registration requirements. No field investigations were
performed for this property as part of the current study. The following history and description are based on the site
history and description provided in the inventory form prepared by Gemini Research in 1998.
History
Original site plans for the Big Pine Lake Roadside Parking Area were not located and not much other information on its
history could be found during the previous investigation. A 1937 Works Projects Administration dam was located at the
site prior to the development of the roadside parking area, which has an estimated construction date of circa 1960. As
of 1961, the site included a parking area and two toilets. The toilets were removed sometime prior to 1998.
Description
According to the previous documentation, the site consists of a rectangular parking area lined with timber posts on two
sides. A WPA dam on Big Pine Lake is not related to the roadside parking area.
Evaluation
The Big Pine Lake Rest Area, as a property constructed circa 1960, was re-evaluated using the revised registration
requirements established within the context of “Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties, 1950-1975.”
Significance
The simple site does not represent the high national standards for roadside properties of the period, such as emphasis
on scenic quality or safety, specialized circulation patterns, or traveler amenities. The Big Pine Lake Rest Area therefore
does not meet the registration requirements for significance.
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Recommendation
The Big Pine Lake Roadside Parking Area is not eligible for listing in the NRHP due to a lack of significance.
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Property Location
Property Name:

St. Paul Overlook (Burns Ave)

Inventory No.

RA-SPC-2927

Location:

In St. Paul, NE side of TH61/TH10 just SE of Burns Ave

City/Twp:
T-R-S:

Saint Paul

County:

Ramsey

28-22-3

Quarters:

NE-NW

Route

US 61

UTM Zone 15
MnDOT District:

N 4977066
Metro

Control Section
E 496912

6220
NAD 83

Date Const:

1950

Property Type:

Site

Survey Name:
Previously
Recorded?
NR Recommend:

Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties, 1950-1975: Historic Context and Evaluation Study
Yes
Previous
Eligible
Recommendation
Eligible

Prepared by:

William E. Stark,
Stark Preservation Planning LLC

Property Information
Rest Area Class:
Historic Context:

Survey Date:

Class IV
Minnesota Trunk Highway
Roadside Properties, 1950-1975

July 2015

The property was previously evaluated in 1998 within the Roadside Development on Minnesota Trunk Highways, 19201960 context, and it was recommended that the property would be eligible for the NRHP once it met the 50-year
threshold (in 2000) under Criterion A as a non-federal relief property that closely resembles a federal relief property and
built in the decade immediately following the federal relief programs (1943-1953), and under Criterion C as an intact
example of the application of the National Park Service Rustic style (RA-SPC-2927, Gemini Research 1998, on file at the
Minnesota SHPO). Having reached this threshold as of a 2005 update to the 1998 study, it status was noted to be
“eligible” (Gemini Research 2005:4.6).
History
This property was constructed by the Minnesota Highway Department circa 1950, according to the previous
documentation (RA-SPC-2927, Gemini Research, 1998). Original plans for the site could not be located, but historical
photographs captured its appearance shortly after completion of construction. The primary feature of the site was a
rock-faced, random ashlar stone wall of pink, gray, and green granite and tan limestone, from which could be had a
commanding view of the Mississippi River Valley. It was accessed by a long driveway that extended south and uphill
from Burns Avenue just off of TH 61, ran along the east side of the overlook, and then made a loop by going east and
then generally north. A parking area was located on the interior of the looping portion of the drive, resulting in a
roughly triangular-shaped grassy island on the inside of the loop. The drive and parking areas were lined with granite
curbing. A gravel walkway followed the trajectory of the overlook wall out from it to the southeast and then, forming a
“v,” turned back to the north to meet up with the loop of the drive. A picnic table was located along the walkway, and
deciduous and evergreen trees were planted on the site. As of 1998, the site closely approximated its historical
appearance, except that the v-shaped walkway and picnic table had been removed.
By 2002, the site needed significant repairs, and the overlook wall was in danger of collapsing (Michael J. Burns
Architects, Ltd. 2005, report on file at MnDOT Site Development Unit). The site underwent a significant rehabilitation in
2009, which included cleaning, resetting and repointing the stone wall, removing and reconstructing the semicircular
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viewing platform wall using the same stone configuration, replacing the bituminous walkway and plaza with concrete,
removing, salvaging and replacing granite curbing, replacing waste receptacles and picnic tables, and adding picnic table
pads, re-sodding lawns, and planting new trees in the southern portion. A bronze plaque was added to the overlook wall
commemorating the site’s construction by the MHD and the 2009 restoration. The site was treated as a historic property
eligible for the NRHP and the rehabilitation was certified as meeting the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for
Rehabilitation by the Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office (Britta Bloomberg to Steve Johnson, June 17, 2009, on
file at the MnDOT Roadside Property Unit).
Description
The St. Paul Overlook is situated on the east side of TH 61 in St. Paul, overlooking the Mississippi River Valley to the
west. The 10-acre site is still approached by the steep drive from Burns Avenue and continues to primarily consist of a
large loop drive with a grassy island and a stone overlook wall. The approximately 200-foot long, wall is constructed of
rock-faced ashlar blocks using limestone for the square posts and granite for the solid balustrade. The wall stands
approximately 2.5 feet tall on the upward (east) side and extends to as high as 7 feet on the downward slope (west)
side. A semi-circular viewing platform projects to the west near the center of the wall. A concrete sidewalk provides
access along the east side of the wall, and transitions into the former v-shaped gravel walk, which has been restored to
the site but with concrete. The drive and parking area are paved asphalt, and the granite curbing is largely intact. The
east side of the parcel is wooded, beyond which are residential lots. Amenities include two wooden picnic tables, one
along the walkway was the case historically, and waste receptacles. The elongated center island is planted with turf and
a cluster of spruce trees.
Evaluation
The St. Paul Overlook, as a property constructed circa 1950, was re-evaluated using the revised registration
requirements established within the context of “Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties, 1950-1975.”
Significance
The Burns Avenue Overlook meets the revised registration requirements under Criterion C as an excellent example of
craftsmanship in the laying of the stone overlook wall. The unique use of both granite and limestone in the overlook wall
exhibit recognizing two of the state’s dominant indigenous stone types, which are often used for important buildings
and structures. The length of the wall and the large size of the stones required specialized skills to achieve the uniform
wall dimensions and curving features.
The site also demonstrates an excellent application of three of the six principles that exemplify the roadside
development standards of the early 1950s: site selection and orientation with an emphasis on scenic qualities,
adaptation to the site’s natural topography, and a circulation pattern with an emphasis on safety. The siting of the
overlook and its semicircular viewing platform offer visitors views to Mississippi River Valley, a place of scenic, natural
and historic value. The site conforms to the high bluff, exploiting and emphasizing the natural advantages and vistas.
Separated from the highway and providing a broad looped parking area with granite curbing, the site also offers a safe,
as well as scenic, respite for travelers and is an exceptional example of addressing the national standards for roadside
properties. No other information related to the history of this site suggests its significance under Criterion A. Its period
of significance is its year of completion, circa 1950. The essential physical features are the stone retaining wall and the
overall site plan, specifically the vehicular circulation system.
Integrity
A 1957 aerial view shows the circulation system and overlook plaza generally the same as current conditions. Noted
alterations include the installation of concrete walkways, which originally were likely to be gravel, and were later
bituminous. The 2009 rehabilitation restored and preserved many of the character-defining aspects of the site,
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particularly the stone overlook wall, and was certified as meeting the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for
Rehabilitation.
The property’s integrity of location and design remain largely intact and reflect the original design intention. The
addition of a second picnic table and construction of small accessibility ramps do not diminish the integrity of design in a
significant way. The site maintains its relationship to the trunk highway as well as its important views to the Mississippi
River Valley, and has strong integrity of setting. The rehabilitation work of 2009 preserved the workmanship and
material of the cut stones in the overlook wall, an important aspect of the site’s character, but also somewhat
diminished the workmanship found in the original mortar pointing. While the original stone material of the wall and
curbing remain intact, the sidewalk materials have been replaced with concrete, resulting in diminished integrity of
material. Overall, the site retains its integrity of feeling and association through the combination of a thoughtful
rehabilitation and the retention of much of the site’s original material, design, association, and setting.
Recommendation
The St. Paul (Burns Avenue) Overlook is eligible for listing in the NRHP under Criterion C in the area of landscape
architecture for its display of excellent craftsmanship and as a significant demonstration of the national design standards
applied to Minnesota roadside properties between 1950 and 1967.

RA-SPC-2927, Facing N

RA-SPC-2927

RA-SPC-2927, Facing S

RA-SPC-2927, Viewing Plaza, Facing W
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Property Name:

Property Location
Birch Coulee Historical Marker

Location:

E side of TH 71 250' S of CSAH 2

City/Twp:
T-R-S:

Inventory No.

RN-BCO-004

Birch Cooley

County:

Renville

113-34-19

Quarters:

NW-SW

Route

US 71

UTM Zone 15
MnDOT District:

N 4937916
District 8

Control Section
E 341663

6508
NAD 83

Date Const:

1950

Property Type:

Site

Survey Name:
Previously
Recorded?
NR Recommend:

Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties, 1950-1975: Historic Context and Evaluation Study
Yes
Previous
Eligible
Recommendation
Not Eligible

Prepared by:

William E. Stark,
Stark Preservation Planning LLC

Property Information
Rest Area Class:
Historic Context:

Survey Date:

Class IV
Minnesota Trunk Highway
Roadside Properties, 1950-1975

July 2015

The site was evaluated in 1998 for its NRHP eligibility within the Roadside Development on Minnesota Trunk Highways,
1920-1960 context. Although less than 50 years of age at the time, the study concluded that the property would be
eligible for NRHP listing once it attained 50 years of age. The site met the previous context criteria for NRHP eligibility
under Criterion A as a non-federal relief property that closely resembles a federal relief property, and under Criterion C
as an example of the National Park Service Rustic Style, displaying labor-intensive construction techniques and the use of
indigenous materials (RN-BCO-004, Gemini Research, 1998).
History
According to the previous documentation, this historical marker and wayside rest replaced a steel sign containing similar
text (RN-BCO-004, Gemini Research 1998, on file at the Minnesota SHPO). Plans for the Birch Coulee Historical Marker
site on file at the MnDOT Site Development Unit are signed in 1950 by Harold Olson, and presumably it was constructed
later that year. The site was developed to consist of a historical marker accessed by a gravel pull-off drive off the east
side of TH 71, which curved slightly toward the front of the marker as it headed generally north and curved back to the
highway, creating a narrow median, which was covered in grass. The driveway island was finished with a concrete curb
and joined to the marker by a gravel terrace. Although the plan indicates the use of limestone for the monument, it was
instead constructed with a local granite. Similarly, the specifications for a bronze plaque appear to have been executed
in aluminum. Plans called for nine Colorado Spruce to be placed in back of the marker, with American elm trees planted
across the highway and on all four sides of the intersection. The site is one of 18 shrine-style historical markers recorded
in the previous survey (RN-BCO-004, Gemini Research 1998, on file at the Minnesota SHPO).
Description
The Birch Coulee Historical Marker site, located on the east side of TH 71 at Renville County Road 2, 1.5 miles north of
Morton, retains its historical layout. The pull-off is now bituminous. The shrine-styled stone marker, constructed of
gray, pink and black rock-faced Morton granite, is about 18 feet in length running parallel to the highway. The central
shaft, about 9 feet tall, is flanked by low walls, and approached by three granite steps. The stone shaft frames an
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aluminum plaque entitled “Battle of Birch Coulee” with text that describes the nearby battle during the 1862 U.S.Dakota War. The plaque includes the emblems of the MHD and the Minnesota Historical Society.
Evaluation
The Birch Coulee Historical Marker, as a property constructed circa 1950, was re-evaluated using the revised registration
requirements established within the context of “Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties, 1950-1975.”
Significance
Although the historical marker at Birch Coulee is elaborate in its stone construction when considered in comparison to
other types of historical markers in Minnesota, it essentially follows a template for shrine-style markers with a rusticstyle aesthetic developed in the 1930s and as such does not reflect the aesthetic ideals of the 1950s through the 1970s.
The stonework, while attractive, is set on a short, linear plane and does not illustrate the successful execution of a
particularly challenging design. It therefore does not reflect particularly complex design skill or craftsmanship,
particularly that expressing high artistic value or the work of a master uniquely adapted to a particular site, nor is it an
outstanding or innovative example of regional expression within this context. The remaining site design characteristics
also are not outstanding or innovative. The relatively simple site plan does not reflect the national standards for
roadside development introduced in the 1950s, such as emphasis on scenic features, safety, conforming to natural
features, thoughtful circulation patterns, or traveler comfort amenities. No other information related to the history of
this site suggests its significance under Criterion A. The Birch Coulee Historical Marker wayside therefore does not meet
the registration requirements for significance.
Recommendation
The Birch Coulee Historical Marker is not eligible for listing in the NRHP due to a lack of significance.
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