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Within the Roadside Development on Minnesota Trunk Highways, 1920-1960 context, the Baudette Rest Area was
recommended as not eligible because it did not meet registration requirements.
History
Well before it was developed as a roadside property, the site of the Baudette Rest Area had been the location of the
town cemetery, established in 1894. In 1909, the City relocated the cemetery, moving most of the graves and markers,
but a few remain on their original site (LW-BDC-030, Gemini Research, 1998). In 1966, three years before the full
development of the site, two metal historical markers on concrete posts were erected at this location. The rest area,
programmed with 1966 Highway Beautification funds, was designed by TKDA of St. Paul. Plans for the rest area and its
structures are dated 1969, and the site was opened to the public in 1970 (LW-BDC-030, Gemini Research 1998, on file at
the Minnesota SHPO). The site was accessed via a driveway that extended east from TH 72 and then looped around the
core of the rest area, with parking areas located adjacent to the loop on its interior on the north and south and on its
exterior on the east. Within the loop was a grass-covered area planted with trees, the toilet building, and some of the
rest area’s picnic tables. Concrete sidewalks linked the parking areas to the toilet building, and a drinking fountain was
located in front of it. Additional picnic tables were placed outside of the loop in the grass around the site’s perimeter.
Description
The Baudette Rest Area is located off of TH 72 in Baudette at the confluence of the Baudette River (on the southeast)
and the Rainy River (on the northeast). The U.S. Border Crossing Station to Canada is on TH 72 to the northwest. The rest
area is largely unchanged from its historical appearance. The driveway, parking areas, sidewalks, and toilet building
remain in place, and clumps of ash and spruce trees are located throughout the site. The picnic tables are circular
concrete with benches and remain both within the interior of the loop and around the site’s perimeter. The metal
historical markers, entitled “Massacre Island” and “Great Fire of 1910,” are on the northwest side of the site.
The toilet building is rectangular in plan, and constructed of concrete block clad with a red brick veneer supporting a
sloped flat roof with wide eaves. The north and south side battered walls extend beyond the surface of the east wall. A
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glass-enclosed information board and three windows are on the east wall. Access to the men’s and women’s restrooms
are on the side walls, behind wooden slat privacy screens mounted on the metal pole roof supports. A center door on
the west façade provides access to the mechanical room. The drinking fountain, made of concrete with brick facing,
stands immediately east of the toilet building.
What is left of the town cemetery is located on the east side of the site. The entry drive to the rest area also provides
access to a boat launch for the Baudette River, but the launch apparently is unrelated to the rest area.
Evaluation
The Baudette Rest Area, as a property constructed in 1969, was re-evaluated using the revised registration requirements
established within the context of “Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties, 1950-1975.”
Significance
The Baudette Rest Area was among the modern styled rest areas developed during the era of the safety rest area,
between 1968 and 1975, a period influenced by national AASHO standards. While the focus of the MHD during this
period was on the interstate system, the MHD introduced similar modern rest areas, such as Baudette, on its trunk
highway system. During this period, the MHD commissioned architects for designs to upgrade or newly construct nine
safety rest areas on its trunk highway to include flush toilet buildings. Baudette was among these, and one of at least
five designed by the firm TKDA, the others being Daytonport (1969), Frazee (1969), Lake Pepin (1968) and the Stillwater
Boomsite (1969). Each of these rest areas featured essentially identical toilet building designs; Baudette stands as the
only known remaining example of the TKDA-designed toilet building.
TKDA was and is one of Minnesota’s most important architecture and engineering firms, and gained a national
reputation by the mid-twentieth century. Founded in 1910 by Max Toltz, chief engineer for the Great Northern Railway,
the firm soon grew to include Wesley King and Beaver Wade Day to form Toltz, King and Day. After Arndt Duvall and
Gerald Anderson became partners in 1956, the company was renamed Toltz, King, Duvall and Anderson (Lathrop
2010:213). The firm is credited with many important commissions, and the large size of the firm by 1969 makes it
difficult to attribute the Baudette Rest Area design to a specific individual. Although the Baudette toilet building
constitutes the work of a recognized architectural firm, it is not a pivotal achievement for TKDA within the context of the
firm’s other work.
The overall site plan incorporates many of the characteristics of the AASHO guidelines of the period, including proximity
to the river setting, modern conveniences of a flush toilet, and safe and efficient motor circulation patterns. The effect
at Baudette, however, does not meet these guidelines in extraordinary ways, and it lacks the complexity of high-speed
on- and off-ramps, trail systems, recreation and connection with natural features, and structured amenities, such as
picnic shelters, beyond the toilet building. While the theme of national identity is addressed by the two historical
markers, the signs are not well incorporated into the site plan, and indeed appear to pre-date it. The Baudette Rest Area
therefore does not meet the registration requirements for significance under Criterion C in the area of landscape
architecture. The toilet building, however, demonstrates high artistic values by strongly representing the Modern design
aesthetic of the late 1960s. The Baudette Rest Area therefore meets the registration requirements for significance
under Criterion C in the area of architecture.
Substantially completed by 1970, the property is less than 50 years of age, and Criteria Consideration G applies to this
evaluation. Within the context of Minnesota’s rest areas constructed on its trunk highways between 1950 and 1975, the
Baudette Rest Area stands as a good, but not exceptional example, and would therefore not meet the criteria of
exceptional importance. Although the property does not meet Criteria Consideration G standards for eligibility, further
elaboration on the site’s significance is provided.
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Constructed within a brief period of time and for a singular purpose, the property would best be categorized as a “site,”
with the toilet building being its most significant characteristic. It is significant at the state level in the area of
Architecture. The period of significance is 1970, the year of its substantial completion. The essential physical features
include those common to all roadside properties – the designed landscape and the circulation system – and the toilet
building.
While likely associated with the Highway Beautification Act of 1965, no information indicates that it has specific or
important links to this historic context, and therefore it does not meet the registration requirements for significance
under Criterion A.
Integrity
Based on original site plans, the Baudette Rest Area is largely unaltered since its construction in 1969-1970. The
property continues its association with TH 72 and serves the same purpose for which it was built. The overall circulation
pattern for both vehicular and pedestrian traffic remains in its original configuration, as does the siting of smaller
elements, such as picnic tables and plantings, giving it a strong sense of the original design intention. A walkway has
been added to connect the looping portion of the drive to the non-looping portion near the entrance to the rest area,
and the non-looping portion now provides access to a boat launch unrelated to the rest area. Neither of these,
however, have obscured any elements of the original plan, nor are they incompatible with the character of the rest area.
The boat launch does not register strongly from the island containing the toilet building and picnic tables due to the
plantings present and a drop in elevation to the boat launch. Material integrity is good to excellent, with the original
toilet building, precast picnic tables, and lighting standards present. The combination of these various factors of integrity
brings strong integrity of feeling that expresses the intended design aesthetic, purpose and use
Recommendation
The Baudette Rest Area was found to meet the registration requirements for significance in the area of architecture
under Criterion C, for its demonstration of high artistic values through the toilet building, which strongly represents the
Modern design aesthetic of the late 1960s. At less than 50 years of age, it does not rise to exceptional importance, and
therefore it is not currently eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property will be eligible when it reaches the 50-year mark
if it retains its integrity. Should the integrity of the roadside property be lost before 2020, but the building remains
intact, it should be evaluated for its individual eligibility as a building.

LW-BDC-030, Entry Drive and Island, Facing E
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Minnesota Trunk Highway
Roadside Properties, 1950-1975

July 2015

History
The Clementson Rest Area is located on the north side of Minnesota Highway 11 in Clementson, where it is divided into
east and west portions by the Rapid River. Unsigned, undated plans post-dating 1966 for the Clementson Rest Area are
on file in the hard copy files at MnDOT’s Site Development Unit (SP 3902-06 TH 11), illustrating a plan for the eastern
unit of the site consisting of a circular loop drive, stone wall, shade trees, bulletin board, well, fountain and a series of
foot paths leading to four picnic shelters. This plan appears never to have been implemented, as traces of these
hardscape elements are not extant. Although it was never implemented as planned, this site appears on the 1975
directory of Minnesota safety rest areas (“at Clementson”), offering tables and fireplaces. Although two picnic tables are
on site, the fireplaces are not extant. As of August 2014, MnDOT was considering the transfer of the site to Lake of the
Woods County (Correspondence, Site Development Unit electronic site files).
Description
The Clementson Rest Area is located on the north side of Minnesota Highway 11 at the Rapid River in Clementson.
Gravel surfaced units are situated on both the west and east sides of the Rapid River, where a natural falls cascades near
the confluence with the Rainy River at the Canadian border. No structures or amenities are located at the Clementson
Rest Area. The western unit consists of a simple pull-out with a single entrance. The eastern unit is approached from MN
11 by a curving driveway to a gravel parking area. An additional driveway continues in a loop to a lower level below a
small rock outcropping, where two picnic tables are placed. A precipitous and unmaintained trail leads to the river bank
and views of the falls.
Evaluation
The Clementson Rest Area, constructed c. 1970, was evaluated for NRHP eligibility using the registration requirements
established within the context of “Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties, 1950-1975.”
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Significance
The non-Class I wayside does not appear to exhibit the features that would meet the registration requirements for
significance. The site exhibits a simple layout and lacks built amenities. Although adjacent to the river, it does not
respond to its setting in a way that showcases or enhances the natural features in a complex or creative way, and its
circulation pattern does not incorporate important safety improvements. The site lacks the complexity of the design to
be considered as a property meeting the standards representing the distinctive characteristics of type, the work of a
master, or high artistic values within its historic context and therefore does not meet the significance requirements
under Criterion C. The property has no known important associations with significant events that would meet Criterion A
requirements.
Recommendation
The Clementson Rest Area is not eligible for listing in the NRHP due to lack of significance.

LW-CLE-002, Western Unit, Facing E

LW-CLE-002, Eastern Unit, Facing E
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Property Location
Property Name:

Vineland Historical Marker

Inventory No.

ML-KAN-006

Location:

at Vineland, E side of TH169 2.2 mi N of CSAH26

City/Twp:
T-R-S:

Kathio

County:

Mille Lacs

43-27-33

Quarters:

NE-SW

Route

US 169

UTM Zone 15
MnDOT District:

N 5112466
District 3

Control Section
E 441399

4814
NAD 83

Date Const:

1952

Property Type:

Site

Survey Name:
Previously
Recorded?
NR Recommend:

Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties, 1950-1975: Historic Context and Evaluation Study
Yes
Previous
Eligible
Recommendation
Not Eligible

Prepared by:

William E. Stark,
Stark Preservation Planning LLC

Property Information
Rest Area Class:
Historic Context:

Survey Date:

Class IV
Minnesota Trunk Highway
Roadside Properties, 1950-1975

July 2015

The eligibility of the Vineland Historical Marker for listing in the NRHP was evaluated within the Roadside Development
on Minnesota Trunk Highways, 1920-1960 context in 1998 and revisited in 2001. The later evaluation concluded that the
site was eligible for NRHP listing because it had reached the 50-year threshold. The site met the previous context criteria
for NRHP eligibility under Criterion A as a non-federal relief property that closely resembles a federal relief property, and
under Criterion C as an example of the National Park Service Rustic style, displaying labor-intensive construction
techniques and the use of indigenous materials (ML-KAN-006, Gemini Research, 1998 [2008], on file at the Minnesota
SHPO). The Minnesota SHPO concurred with these recommendations in a 2002 review for State Project 1804-50, TH 169
(D. Gimmestad to J. Sluss, correspondence, 13 December 2002, on file at the Minnesota SHPO). The property is also a
non-contributing feature within the National Historic Landmark Kathio Historic District, an archaeological district.
History
This site was developed in 1952 by the MHD, with the main feature consisting of a granite historical marker that
replaced an earlier steel sign historical marker which conveyed the same text. Previous documentation (ML-KAN-006,
Gemini Research 1998, on file at the Minnesota SHPO) referenced the original plans; these plans are not currently
located in the MnDOT site files. According to the previous documentation, the plans were signed in the spring of 1952
and the site constructed that year. The granite used for the marker was obtained from a quarry in Isle, Minnesota, near
this marker on the southeastern shore of Mille Lacs Lake, which was known for its red, gray and black granite. It was
accessed from the road by a gravel pull-off drive. Previous documentation also indicates that in 1961 this site had
drinking water, two tables, and two fireplaces. The 1975 directory of rest areas indicates that tables were the only
amenity in addition to the historical marker at that time. Evidence of now-removed benches located on the concrete
pad in front of the marker suggest additional site alterations.
Description
The Vineland Historical Marker is located on the east side of TH 169 at Utopia Road, 2.2 miles north of CSAH 26. The site
consists of a shrine-styled stone marker on the south side of a bituminous driveway connecting TH 160 with Utopia
Road. A small island lined with concrete curbing is formed by the driveway, TH 169 and Utopia Road. The historical
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marker is a standard shrine style, with a symmetrical form consisting of a central shaft flanked by stepped walls. It is
constructed of rough-faced, random-laid granite ashlar block in grey and pink tones. At the front of the marker is a
concrete pad, with three rounded concrete steps leading to the central shaft. The aluminum plaque placed in the central
shaft is entitled “Izatys” and describes the nearby Dakota village. The plaque includes the emblems of the Minnesota
Highway Department and the Minnesota Historical Society.
The site is no longer maintained, and is closed for public use by the erection of temporary barriers. The highway sign
that once indicated the historical marker has been removed. The stone marker itself is in fair condition, with several of
the granite blocks missing and evidence of previous patching attempts.
Evaluation
The Vineland Historical Marker, as a property constructed in 1952, was re-evaluated using the revised registration
requirements established within the context of “Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties, 1950-1975.”
Significance
Although the historical marker at Vineland is elaborate in its stone construction when considered in comparison to other
types of historical markers in Minnesota, it essentially follows a template for shrine-style markers with a rustic-style
aesthetic developed in the 1930s and as such does not reflect the aesthetic ideals of the 1950s through the 1970s. The
stonework, while attractive, is set on a short, linear plane and does not illustrate the successful execution of a
particularly challenging design. It therefore does not reflect particularly complex design skill or craftsmanship,
particularly that expressing high artistic value or the work of a master uniquely adapted to a particular site, nor is it an
outstanding or innovative example of regional expression within this context. The remaining site design characteristics
also are not outstanding or innovative. The relatively simple site plan does not reflect the national standards for
roadside development introduced in the 1950s, such as emphasis on scenic features, safety, conforming to natural
features, thoughtful circulation patterns, or traveler comfort amenities. No other information related to the history of
this site suggests its significance under Criterion A. The Vineland Historical Marker site therefore does not meet the
registration requirements for significance.
Recommendation
The Vineland Historical Marker is not eligible for listing in the NRHP due to a lack of significance.

ML-KAN-006, Historical Marker, Island, and TH 169, Facing S
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Property Location
Property Name:

Motley Wayside

Inventory No.

MO-MOV-005

Location:

in Motley

City/Twp:
T-R-S:

Motley

County:

Morrison

133-31-7

Quarters:

SW-SW

Route

MN 210

UTM Zone 15
MnDOT District:

N 5133419
District 3

Control Section
E 373283

4909
NAD 83

Date Const:

Pre 1975

Property Type:

Site

Survey Name:
Previously
Recorded?
NR Recommend:

Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties, 1950-1975: Historic Context and Evaluation Study
No
Previous
N/A
Recommendation
Not Eligible

Prepared by:

William E. Stark,
Stark Preservation Planning LLC

Property Information
Rest Area Class:
Historic Context:

Survey Date:

Class IV
Minnesota Trunk Highway
Roadside Properties, 1950-1975

July 2015

History
Little is known about the history of the Motley Wayside, and no plans are on file at the MnDOT Site Development Unit.
The site appears on the 1975 directory of Minnesota Safety Rest Areas as offering tables and toilet. The site no longer
has such amenities, and is currently operated by the Minnesota DNR.
Description
The Motley Wayside is located in the town of Motley along the Crow Wing River. It is approached from TH 10/MN 210
via Gold Lane and River Front Lane. The simple site consists of a paved parking area with two traffic islands, and a boat
launch at its northern end. The islands are bound by concrete curbing and are planted with ash, spruce and maple trees
in a grass lawn. A wood sign in the west island reads “Motley Truck Station Landing, Public Water Access, Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources.”
Evaluation
The Motley Wayside, constructed c. 1970, was evaluated for NRHP eligibility using the registration requirements
established within the context of “Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties, 1950-1975.”
Significance
The non-Class I wayside does not reflect the standards for roadside properties promoted in the 1960s and 1970s for
safety, traveler amenities, or design. The site exhibits a simple layout and lack of built amenities, and although located
on a river with a boat launch, it does not respond to its setting in a way that showcases or enhances the natural features
in a complex or creative way. Its circulation pattern does not incorporate important safety improvements. The site lacks
the complexity of the design to be considered as a property meeting the standards representing the distinctive
characteristics of type, the work of a master, or high artistic values within its historic context and therefore does not
meet the significance requirements under Criterion C. The property has no known important associations with
significant events that would meet Criterion A requirements.
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Recommendation
The Motley Wayside is not eligible for listing in the NRHP due to lack of significance.

MO-MOV-005, Entrance and South Island, Facing N

MO-MOV-005, Parking area and North Island, Facing S
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Property Location
Property Name:

Ottertail Lake Rest Area

Inventory No.

OT-OTT-003

Location:

12.0 mi N of Battle Lake

City/Twp:
T-R-S:

Otter Tail

County:

Otter Tail

134-39-21

Quarters:

NW-SE

Route

MN 78

UTM Zone 15
MnDOT District:

N 5142109
District 4

Control Section
E 299869

5620
NAD 83

Date Const:

1969

Property Type:

Site

Survey Name:
Previously
Recorded?
NR Recommend:

Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties, 1950-1975: Historic Context and Evaluation Study
No
Previous
N/A
Recommendation
Not Eligible; re-assess after 50-years
old

Prepared by:

William E. Stark,
Stark Preservation Planning LLC

Property Information
Rest Area Class:
Historic Context:

Survey Date:

Class II
Minnesota Trunk Highway
Roadside Properties, 1950-1975

July 2015

History
Roadside development plans for the Ottertail Lake Rest Area were completed in April 1968. The site was likely
constructed in the summer of 1968, beginning with the north and south parking areas for 24 and 26 cars, respectively,
the 10’ bituminous “service trail,” the 6’ bituminous walk, the concrete stairs to the lake, a well, wood guard posts and
lighting in the parking areas. No landscape plan identifying the placement and species of plantings was found, and it
appears likely that the MHD simply incorporated an existing oak grove into its site planning, with a note that “location of
6’ bit. walk in wooded areas shall avoid destruction of trees wherever practical” (Sheet No. 5, Roadside Development
Plans, State Project Number 5620-10 [TH 78], April 1968, on file at MnDOT Site Development Unit). Plans for the toilet
building and well pump are dated March 1969, and MnDOT construction logs record its construction in 1970. Plans are
signed by William H. Mueller, and approved by Lawrence E. Foote, Director of Environmental Services, among others.
The site appears to have been constructed closely according to the plans, which gave some allowances for the precise
configuration of the walking trails.
Early photographs, probably dating shortly after the site’s completion, show the presence of a wood sign with yellow
lettering identifying the site as “Otter Tail Lake Roadside Parking Area.” The picnic shelter, not included on the original
drawings, was added at an unknown date, likely in the 1970s. The well pump was removed in the 2000s. Smaller
structures have been added to the site at unknown dates, including an equipment shed on the northeast end of the
north parking area. A small interpretive sign entitled “Fur Trade” was placed near the north parking area and is
associated with the Otter Trail Scenic Byway.
Description
The Ottertail Lake Rest Area is located on the west side of TH 78 on the southwest shore of Ottertail Lake. The unique
design of this rest area features two parking areas on the northeast and southwest ends separated by approximately
665’ and joined by landscaped grounds with footpaths and traveler amenities. The two parking areas, paved in asphalt,
are similar in size (south area is 180’ by 90’; north area is 170’ by 90’) and shape (rectangular). The parking pads have
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rounded corners and bituminous curbs. Each has a single entrance from the two-lane highway. The principal landscape
for the rest area is between these two parking areas, and consists of two bituminous winding service trails/walking trails
(10’ and 6’ wide, respectively) that lead from one parking area to the other, mature trees composed mostly of oak, a
picnic pavilion, toilet building, and scattered picnic tables. The toilet building, located just south of the north parking
area, is a vault variety using a standard MHD plan of concrete-block walls, separated men’s and women’s spaces, and a
“bonnet” styled hipped roof. The picnic shelter, not a part of the original site plan and added at an unknown date, is
located near the center of the site, and consists of a low-hipped roof supported by square wood posts on a concrete
pad. A low, concrete-block wall (two blocks in height) surrounds the perimeter, and a concrete-block grill is at the east
end. The shelter accommodates about six tables. Wood guard posts, placed approximately 10’ from each other, define
the perimeters of the parking areas and west edge of the site along TH 78. Access to the lake is provided from the west
footpath near the south parking area via a flight of concrete stairs.
The picnic shelter is the most significant intervention not reflected on the original plans. Other minor changes have been
introduced, including the removal of the well pump and the original signage, and the addition of a small equipment
building and interpretive sign.
Evaluation
The Ottertail Lake Rest Area, constructed between 1968 and c. 1970, was evaluated for NRHP eligibility using the
registration requirements established within the context of “Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties, 19501975.”
Significance
The non-Class I site was designed with adaptation to its site along Ottertail Lake, and is a rare example among its
contemporary Minnesota designs in its use of two separated parking areas joined by a common landscape. The Long
Lake Roadside Parking Area (CW-NSC-004) bears a similar design approach. Original site plans suggest careful attention
was paid to preserving the existing oak grove when planning the location for the meandering foot path, through the
note “location of 6’ bit. walk in wooded areas shall avoid destruction of trees wherever practical.” The site clearly
emphasizes the scenic and recreational opportunities afforded by Ottertail Lake, creating a recreational/picnic area
bound by the parking lots with views of the lake, and concrete stairs offering access to the shore. Wood guard posts
placed at the perimeter of the parking lots serve to visually and practically delineate the areas for vehicular traffic from
those intended for pedestrian use. The toilet building, while a standard-issue MHD plan, provided a vault-style facility,
while exhibiting a contemporary look and practical ventilation through its “bonnet” styled roof.
The property meets NRHP significance requirements under Criterion C as an outstanding example of the type and period
of roadside development as shown through its emphasis on scenic and natural features; adaptation to the natural
conditions and vegetation; its complex circulation pattern that provides safety and recreational opportunities to
travelers; simple safety improvements, such as the wood bollards that line the parking lot perimeters; and provision for
visitor comfort through the MHD-designed concrete block vault toilet building. The site does not demonstrate the work
of a master or important methods of construction or design. The property has no known important associations with
significant events that would meet Criterion A requirements.
Constructed circa 1970, the property is less than 50 years of age, and Criteria Consideration G applies to this evaluation.
Within the context of Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties, 1950-1975, the Ottertail Lake Rest Area stands as
a good, but not exceptional example, and would therefore not meet the criteria of exceptional importance.
Although the property does not meet Criteria Consideration G standards for eligibility, further elaboration on the site’s
significance is provided. Constructed within a brief period of time and for a singular purpose, the property would best be
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categorized as a “site,” with the designed landscape being its most significant characteristic. It is significant in the areas
of Landscape Architecture. The period of significance is 1970, the year of its substantial completion. The essential
physical features include the dual parking and entry system, the natural landscape recreational area with pedestrian
circulation between the two parking areas, lake views and access, the system of bollards delineating the parking areas,
and the concrete-block toilet building.
Integrity
The Ottertail Lake Rest Area’s overall historic integrity is good. Few significant alterations have been made to the site,
the most intrusive being the picnic shelter, constructed within the central landscaped area. An equipment shed and
interpretive signage are less obtrusively placed on the edges of the east parking area. The location and setting are both
important aspects of integrity and remain intact by bearing their strong connective qualities with the rural two-lane
trunk highway and the adjacent lake. Workmanship is not a significant aspect of integrity for this site. The key features
of the site that contribute to its significance as a designed landscape remain intact, and contribute to the integrity of
design. These include the layout and configuration of the parking areas, the landscaped area with pedestrian paths
between the parking areas, the wood guard post delineation, the toilet building, and vegetation dominated by an oak
grove. The picnic shelter is the most significant intrusion on the original site design. Although constructed some time
ago, it does not appear on the original site plans. Its placement within the recreational zone is in keeping with the
intended use of the area, and its presence, while an intrusion, does not represent a significant loss of design integrity.
Similarly, the equipment shelter and interpretive signage are discreetly placed to the edges of the site, are easily
reversible, and do not impair the integrity of design. The toilet building retains strong integrity of design. Many of the
materials appear to be original, or replaced in-kind, including the bituminous surfaces of the parking areas and foot
paths, the wood bollards, and the concrete-block toilet building. Minor changes to the roof of the toilet building have
somewhat diminished its integrity of material. The property’s continued use as a wayside rest on a rural trunk highway
bears strong integrity of association, as it is used for the same purposes as originally intended. With many of the aspects
of integrity strongly represented, the historic sense of the site is intact, resulting in a strong integrity of feeling.
Recommendation
The Ottertail Lake Rest Area was found to meet the registration requirements for significance under Criterion C,
representing the distinctive characteristics of a type. At less than 50 years of age, it does not rise to exceptional
importance, and therefore it is not currently eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property will be eligible when it reaches
the 50-year mark if it retains its integrity.
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OT-OTT-003, c. 1970

OT-OTT-003, Site and South Parking Area from South Entrance, Facing NE
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OT-OTT-003, South Parking Area and Service Road, Facing SW

OT-OTT-003, North Parking Area, Facing NE
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OT-OTT-003, South Parking Area and Ottertail Lake, Facing NE

OT-OTT-003, Service Road, Facing SW
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OT-OTT-003, Toilet Building, Facing SW

OT-OTT-003, Picnic Shelter, Facing SW
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OT-OTT-003, Lake Access Stairs, Facing NW
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MINNESOTA ARCHITECTURE-HISTORY INVENTORY FORM
Property Name:

Property Location
Minnesota Woman Roadside Parking Area

Location:

2 mi N of Pelican Rapids, E side of TH59 .7 mi N of CSAH4

City/Twp:

Pelican

County:

Otter Tail

T-R-S:

136-43-11

Quarters:

SE-NE

Route

US 59

UTM Zone 15
MnDOT District:

N 5166225
District 4

Control Section
E 266218

5618
NAD 83

Date Const:

1959

Property Type:

Site

Survey Name:
Previously
Recorded?
NR Recommend:

Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties, 1950-1975: Historic Context and Evaluation Study
Yes
Previous
Not Eligible
Recommendation
Not Eligible

Prepared by:

William E. Stark,
Stark Preservation Planning LLC

Inventory No.

Property Information
Rest Area Class:
Historic Context:

Survey Date:

OT-PEL-001

Class IV
Minnesota Trunk Highway
Roadside Properties, 1950-1975

July 2015

Within the Roadside Development on Minnesota Trunk Highways, 1920-1960 context, the Minnesota Woman Roadside
Parking Area previously was found to be not eligible because it did not meet context registration requirements.
No field investigations were performed for this property as part of the current study. The following history and
description are based on the site history and description provided in the inventory form prepared by Gemini Research in
1998.
History
The Minnesota Woman Roadside Parking Area was developed by the MHD in 1959. As developed, the site was accessed
via a semi-elliptical drive, with its north and south ends meeting the east side of TH 59. Adjacent to and west of the
drive in its center was an approximately 12-car parking area with a short walkway and curb running along its west edge.
The walkway ran along the front of a stone historical marker on its west. Trees were planted to line the east side of the
elliptical drive and eventually also in clusters on the north and south sides of the parking area, with the west side of the
parking area around the marker left unplanted. In 1973, a hand pump was added to the rest area. At some point, either
originally or later, a guardrail and posts were installed on the north and south edges of the parking area, and two privies
were placed on the east edge of the site.
The plaque installed on the marker in 1959 informed travelers about the 1931 discovery of a human skeleton near this
location believed to be over 10,000 years old. At that time, it was erroneously titled “Minnesota Man.” Later, it was
determined that the skeleton was that of a female, and a new plaque titled “Minnesota Woman” was installed in 1992.
Description
According to the previous documentation, the site appears largely as it did historically, except for the removal of the
guardrail and posts along the parking area, adjacent plantings, and the privies. The historical marker is a lectern-style
limestone marker with flanking, attached limestone seats.
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Evaluation
The Minnesota Woman Roadside Parking Area, as a property constructed in 1959, was re-evaluated using the revised
registration requirements established within the context of “Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties, 19501975.”
Significance
The simple lectern-style marker does not demonstrate complex or highly skilled craftsmanship or the work of a master.
The simple site does not represent the high national standards for roadside properties of the period, such as emphasis
on scenic quality or safety, specialized circulation patterns, or traveler amenities. No other information related to the
history of this site suggests its significance under Criterion A. The Minnesota Woman Roadside Parking Area therefore
does not meet the registration requirements for significance.
Recommendation
The Minnesota Woman Roadside Parking Area is not eligible for listing in the NRHP due to a lack of significance.
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