MINNESOTA ARCHITECTURE-HISTORY INVENTORY FORM
Property Location
Property Name:

Pine Hickory Lakes

Inventory No.

Location:

6.0 mi S of Aitkin, both sides TH169 on isthmus btwn Little Pine & Hickory Lakes

City/Twp:

Farm Island

County:

Aitkin

T-R-S:

46-27-27

Quarters:

NW-NE

Route

US 169

UTM Zone 15
MnDOT District:

N 5143656
District 3

Control Section
E 443295

0115
NAD 83

Date Const:

1938; 1974

Property Type:

Site

Survey Name:
Previously
Recorded?
NR Recommend:

Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties, 1950-1975: Historic Context and Evaluation Study
Yes
Previous
Eligible
Recommendation
Not Eligible within 1950-1975
context

Prepared by:

William E. Stark,
Stark Preservation Planning LLC

Property Information
Rest Area Class:
Historic Context:

Survey Date:

AK-FIS-017

Class II
Minnesota Trunk Highway
Roadside Properties, 1950-1975

July 2015

Within the context of Roadside Development on Minnesota Trunk Highways, 1920-1960, this property previously was
found eligible for listing in the NRHP for its associations with the federal relief programs (NYA), as a property significant
to the history of roadside development, and for its design significance as an example of a naturalistic, rustic roadside
park.
History
The Pine Hickory Lakes Rest Area is situated on both sides of TH 169. The west unit is located on the east shore of Little
Pine Lake, and the east unit is located on the west shore of Hickory Lake. According to previous documentation of this
site (AK-FIS-017, Gemini Research 1998 [2008], on file at the Minnesota SHPO), the Pine Hickory Lakes Rest Area was
established as a roadside parking area in 1938 when a stone overlook wall, two council rings, nine fireplaces, a well,
trails, a rustic footbridge, a rustic guardrail, one project marker, a wading pool, and 27 picnic tables were built by the
National Youth Administration (NYA) on the east side of TH 169. Gemini Research confirmed that the plans for the site
were drawn by Arthur R. Nichols. The western parking area was likely added, or at least paved, in 1958. Plans dated
1974, confirmed by photographs on file at the MnDOT Site Development Unit, document the construction of a concreteblock, vault toilet building with an inverted mansard roof, and an information board of a similar style. A bituminous walk
north of the toilet building was also added at that time. At some time after 2000, the toilet building and information
board were removed. The bituminous walk is no longer extant.
Description
Early components of the roadside property remain standing in the east unit, including both stone council rings, the
overlook wall, a stone refuse container, one stone fireplace, a concrete dam and a concrete highway bridge (AK-FIS-017,
Gemini Research, 1998 [2008], on file at the Minnesota SHPO). The western, later portion of the site currently consists
of a bituminous, rectangular parking area approached by a single drive. Concrete bollards remain on the south end of
the parking area, beyond which is placed a metal pipe and wood plank picnic table in a grassy lawn. A portable toilet unit
is situated on the north end of the parking area.
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Evaluation
Within the context of “Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties, 1950-1975,” the Pine Hickory Lakes Rest Area
would be evaluated as an existing roadside property significantly improved in 1974. Because, however, all of the
elements added in 1974 (toilet building, information board, and walking trail) were removed, the property no longer
retains this association.
Recommendation
Because the Pine Hickory Lakes Rest Area no longer retains elements associated with improvements carried out in 1974,
the property should not be evaluated under the 1950-1975 context. The property retains its eligibility for its pre-1950
associations under the 1920-1960 context.

AK-FIS-017, Western Unit Parking Area and TH 169, Facing NE

AK-FIS-017, Portable Toilet, Former Toilet Building and Information Board Site, Facing NW
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MINNESOTA ARCHITECTURE-HISTORY INVENTORY FORM
Property Location
Property Name:

Daytonport Rest Area

Inventory No.

Location:

6.0 mi NW of Anoka, SW side of TH10/TH169 2 mi NW of CoRd83

City/Twp:

Ramsey

County:

Anoka

T-R-S:

32-25-19

Quarters:

NE-SW

Route

US 10

UTM Zone 15
MnDOT District:

N 5010422
Metro

Control Section
E 460440

0202
NAD 83

Date Const:

1969

Property Type:

Site

Survey Name:
Previously
Recorded?
NR Recommend:

Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties, 1950-1975: Historic Context and Evaluation Study
Yes
Previous
Not Eligible
Recommendation
Not Eligible

Prepared by:

William E. Stark,
Stark Preservation Planning LLC

Property Information
Rest Area Class:
Historic Context:

Survey Date:

AN-RMC-008

Class I
Minnesota Trunk Highway
Roadside Properties, 1950-1975

July 2015

Within the Roadside Development on Minnesota Trunk Highways, 1920-1960 context, this property previously was
found to be not eligible due to loss of integrity, presumably due to the loss of the pre-1961 structures. No field
investigations were performed for this property as part of the current study. The following history and description are
based on the site history and description provided in the inventory form prepared by Gemini Research in 1998.
History
The Daytonport Rest Area is a complex roadside property on TH 10/TH 169 in Anoka County. Built near the site of the
Red River Oxcart Trail from the 1850s, a highway roadside development property was established here sometime before
1961 offering parking, drinking water, picnic tables, fireplaces, council rings, and toilets. The site was substantially
improved in 1969, funded in part by Federal Highway Beautification Funds and using designs by Toltz, King, Duvall,
Anderson and Associates (TKDA) of St. Paul. These plans, completed by 1970, introduced a new toilet building, concreteblock drinking fountains, concrete picnic tables, and brick and limestone picnic fireplaces. The loop drive was paved, and
the existing masonry fireplace was repaired. Around the same time, a metal historical marker on the history of the Itasca
townsite, installed in 1966, was replaced with a revised marker on the site. In 1995, a new restroom building replaced
the 1969 TKDA structure. At the same time, MnDOT added two picnic shelters with new concrete picnic tables, and a
Great River Road marker.
Description
Based on the description provided in the 1998 inventory form, the Daytonport Rest Area is sited in a wooded area on
the east bank of the Mississippi River. It includes an asphalt-paved, curb-lined, looping drive that accesses two parking
areas and a picnic area and circles around a large, open lawn. Behind one of the parking areas is the 1995 toilet building,
a concrete sidewalk, flagpoles, and modern light poles. Of the 1969 elements, approximately seven picnic fireplaces,
two drinking fountains, and eight picnic tables remain on the site. In addition to the latter, modern portable picnic
tables and the 1995 picnic shelters and tables are located on the site.
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Evaluation
Within the context of “Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties, 1950-1975,” the Daytonport Rest Area would be
evaluated as a Class I rest area substantially rehabilitated in 1969 using Federal Highway Beautification funds. Per the
registration requirements, in Class I rest areas, the toilet building constitutes an essential physical feature. Because the
toilet building from the period of significance has been removed, the rest area would not be eligible under the 19501975 context.
Recommendation
Based on the loss of the 1969 toilet building in this Class I facility, the Daytonport Rest Area is not eligible under the
1950-1975 context. The property remains not eligible for its pre-1950 associations under the 1920-1960 context.

AN-RMC-008

MINNESOTA ARCHITECTURE-HISTORY INVENTORY FORM
Property Location
Property Name:

Victory Memorial Rest Area

Inventory No.

Location:

8.0 mi S of Mankato, W side of TH22 2.5 mi N of CSAH15

City/Twp:

Decoria

County:

Blue Earth

T-R-S:

107-26-9

Quarters:

NE-SE

Route

MN 22

UTM Zone 15
MnDOT District:

N 4881909
District 6

Control Section
E 423714

0704
NAD 83

Date Const:

1958

Property Type:

Site

Survey Name:
Previously
Recorded?
NR Recommend:

Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties, 1950-1975: Historic Context and Evaluation Study
Yes
Previous
Not Eligible
Recommendation
Not Eligible

Prepared by:

William E. Stark,
Stark Preservation Planning LLC

Property Information
Rest Area Class:
Historic Context:

Survey Date:

BE-DEC-008

Class IV
Minnesota Trunk Highway
Roadside Properties, 1950-1975

July 2015

Within the Roadside Development on Minnesota Trunk Highways, 1920-1960 context, this property previously was
found to be not eligible due to loss of integrity.
No field investigations were performed for this property as part of the current study. The following history and
description are based on the site history and description provided in the inventory form prepared by Gemini Research in
1998.
History
The rest area was created in 1948 by the MHD in cooperation with the Mankato Garden Club, which raised funds for the
installation of three stone fireplaces, wood boxes, and toilet facilities. A stone lectern-style historical marker was added
in 1958 to dedicate Victory Highway to the veterans of World War I and World War II. In 1973, a vault toilet building,
trail steps, spring water supply structure, and information board with truncated hipped roof covering were added to the
rest area. The toilet building has since been removed. The 1948 stone fireplaces, wood boxes, and toilet facilities also
have been removed (BE-DEC-008, Gemini Research 1998).
Description
Based on the 1998 documentation, this roadside property includes the stone lectern-style historical marker (1958), trail
steps (1973), spring water supply structure (1973), and the information board (1973), though the latter has been
converted to a sheltered seating bench. A paved parking area lined with concrete curbing and concrete posts provides
access to the site from TH 22. Beyond the parking area is a grassy area sloping to the creek, containing picnic tables and
metal picnic grills (BE-DEC-008, Gemini Research 1998).
Evaluation
Within the context of “Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties, 1950-1975”, the Victory Memorial Rest Area was
evaluated as an existing roadside property significantly improved in 1973.
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Significance
This site is relatively simple in its design, and does not reflect the national standards for roadside properties promoted
from the 1950s to the 1970s in any significant way. The toilet building introduced in the 1970s has been removed. The
simple style of the lectern styled historical marker was replicated in many places in the state, and does not exemplify
exceptional design or craftsmanship. The Victory Memorial Rest Area therefore does not meet the registration
requirements for significance within the 1950-1975 context.
Recommendation
Based on its lack of significance, the Victory Memorial Rest Area is not eligible under the 1950-1975 context.

BE-DEC-008

MINNESOTA ARCHITECTURE-HISTORY INVENTORY FORM
Property Location
Property Name:

Mapleton Historical Marker

Inventory No.

BE-MPC-031

Location:

in Mapleton, W side of TH22 at Central Ave

City/Twp:
T-R-S:

Mapleton

County:

Blue Earth

105-26-4

Quarters:

NW-NE

Route

MN 22

UTM Zone 15
MnDOT District:

N 4865061
District 7

Control Section
E 423089

0703
NAD 83

Date Const:

1962

Property Type:

Site

Survey Name:
Previously
Recorded?
NR Recommend:

Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties, 1950-1975: Historic Context and Evaluation Study
Yes
Previous
Not Eligible
Recommendation
Not Eligible

Prepared by:

William E. Stark,
Stark Preservation Planning LLC

Property Information
Rest Area Class:
Historic Context:

Survey Date:

Class IV
Minnesota Trunk Highway
Roadside Properties, 1950-1975

July 2015

Within the Roadside Development on Minnesota Trunk Highways, 1920-1960 context, this site previously was found to
be not eligible because it did not meet context registration requirements.
No field investigations were performed for this property as part of the current study. The following history and
description are based on the site history and description provided in the inventory form prepared by Gemini Research in
1998, supplemented by images on file at the MnDOT Site Development Unit.
History
The Mapleton Historical Marker wayside is a feature along the Victory Highway, a nine-mile stretch of TH 22 from
Mapleton to Mankato. In the early 1940s, the MHD developed plans to reconstruct and realign Trunk Highway 22. At
the same time, Harriet Barney, president of the Mankato Garden Club, began efforts to name it “Victory Highway” and
to plant it with trees and plants to honor local servicemen and women. Citizens contributed toward the planting of
thousands of trees along the new highway by the late 1940s, and Barney was awarded a bronze medal by the Minnesota
State Horticulture Society in 1954 for her work in developing Victory Highway. The wayside was established in 1962 by
the cooperative effort of the Maple River Burns Club, the Heather Curling Club, the Mapleton Civic and Commerce
Association, the Village of Mapleton and the Minnesota Department of Highways. It was developed to consist of a small
triangular parcel containing a parking area and a stone, lectern-style marker surrounded by spruce and juniper trees,
with additional juniper along the parking area and maple trees planted throughout the site. Three rose bushes were
also included in the design. Plans for the historical marker date from 1961, and are signed by Harold E. Olson, Engineer
of Roadside development and three other officials (BE-MPC-031, Gemini Research, 1998).
Description
Based on the 1998 description, this site remains a triangular-shaped parcel accessed through a simple paved turn-out,
with a parking area and the historical marker. The lectern-style marker is constructed of limestone, upon which is
mounted a metal plaque with text entitled “Cradle of Curling in Minnesota.” The plaque’s text describes the introduction
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of curling by Scottish immigrants to the Mapleton area in the 1850s. An additional glass-enclosed display, dated 1996,
has been mounted to the front face of the stone lectern. It commemorates local veterans of World War I, World War II,
Korean War, Vietnam War and Desert Storm, and is entitled “Victory Drive Tree Restoration in Memory of the Men &
Women in the Armed Forces 1996.”
Evaluation
The Mapleton Historical Marker, as a property constructed in 1962, was re-evaluated using the revised registration
requirements established within the context of “Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties, 1950-1975.”
Significance
The simple lectern-style marker does not demonstrate complex or highly skilled craftsmanship or the work of a master.
The simple site does not represent the high national standards for roadside properties of the period, such as emphasis
on scenic quality or safety, specialized circulation patterns, or traveler amenities. The site therefore does not meet the
revised registration requirements for significance.
Recommendation
Based on its lack of significance, the Mapleton Historical Marker wayside is not eligible for listing in the NRHP under the
1950-1975 context. It is noted that the site is a feature along the Victory Highway, a linear designed landscape with
potential historic significance, and may be evaluated under other historic contexts as a contributing feature to that
property.

BE-MPC-031

MINNESOTA ARCHITECTURE-HISTORY INVENTORY FORM
Property Location
Property Name:

Detroit Lakes Overlook

Inventory No.

Location:

1 mi SE of Detroit Lakes, SW side of TH10 .25 mi NW of the jct of CSAH54 & TH10

City/Twp:

Detroit Lakes

County:

Becker

T-R-S:

139-41-36

Quarters:

SW-SW

Route

US 10

UTM Zone 15
MnDOT District:

N 5187208
District 4

Control Section
E 285447

0302
NAD 83

Date Const:

1957

Property Type:

Site

Survey Name:
Previously
Recorded?
NR Recommend:

Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties, 1950-1975: Historic Context and Evaluation Study
Yes
Previous
Not Eligible
Recommendation
Not Eligible

Prepared by:

William E. Stark,
Stark Preservation Planning LLC

Property Information
Rest Area Class:
Historic Context:

Survey Date:

BK-DLC-157

Class IV
Minnesota Trunk Highway
Roadside Properties, 1950-1975

July 2015

Within the Roadside Development on Minnesota Trunk Highways, 1920-1960 context, this site previously was found to
be not eligible because it did not meet context registration requirements, particularly the 50-year age criterion, and
because it has lost integrity due to alterations.
History
The original site consisted of a semi-circular overlook wall and an extended pull-out separated by a narrow median. The
original overlook wall was constructed in 1957-58 as part of a 1.79-mile road construction project. A geological marker
entitled “The Lakes of Minnesota” was added in 1960. Alterations were made to the wall, including a concrete cap in
1988 and the insertion of pedestrian openings into the wall (BK-DLC-157, Gemini Research, 1998). Two interpretive signs
were added in 1996, one entitled “The Woods Trail” and describing the Red River Trails, and the other, erected by the
City of Detroit Lakes and the Becker County Historical Society, entitled “Detroit Lakes – A City with a Past.”
The Detroit Lakes Overlook site was fully reconstructed when the highway was realigned in 2007 (MnDOT Construction
Project Log, Control Section 0302, Trunk Highway 10). The three interpretive markers were reinstalled with the new site.
In addition to the construction of a new overlook, the realignment resulted in the construction of a barrier wall along TH
10 and the establishment of a limited access frontage road.
Description
The Detroit Lakes Overlook is situated on the west side of TH 10 along the shore of Detroit Lake. It was fully
reconstructed in 2007. TH 10 is separated from the overlook at this location by a barrier, and the overlook is
approached by a two-lane frontage road with a parallel parking lane. The site itself is accessed by a sidewalk that runs
parallel to the frontage road. The overlook now consists of an elliptical concrete sidewalk, separated from the roadway
and access sidewalk by a concrete planter box. Two other concrete planters on the outer side flank a staircase leading
to the lake shore. All planter walls are concrete embossed with a natural stone pattern, painted to appear as natural
stone. Wide concrete caps on the planters provide seating space. The three reinstalled interpretive markers are placed
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along the overlook. At the east end is “The Woods Trail” marker, which includes the emblems of the MnDOT and the
Minnesota Historical Society. “The Lakes of Minnesota” marker is on the western planter. The “Detroit Lakes – A City
with a Past” marker is a low granite monument placed on the sidewalk. A boat launch is located approximately 0.2 mile
northwest of the overlook.
Evaluation
Within the context of “Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties, 1950-1975,” the Detroit Lakes Overlook would be
evaluated as a roadside property constructed in the late 1950s. The site, however, was fully reconstructed in 2007, and
therefore no longer retains this association.
Recommendation
Because the Detroit Lakes Overlook no longer retains elements associated with its 1957-1958 construction, the property
should not be evaluated under the 1950-1975 context.

BK-DLC-157, Frontage Road and Overlook, Facing SE

BK-DLC-157, Overlook, Facing NW
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MINNESOTA ARCHITECTURE-HISTORY INVENTORY FORM
Property Location
Property Name:

Bad Medicine Lake

Inventory No.

BK-RLK-005

Location:

24.0 mi E of Waubon

City/Twp:
T-R-S:

Round Lake

County:

Becker

142-37-4

Quarters:

SE-NW

Route

MN 113

UTM Zone 15
MnDOT District:

N 5224213
District 4

Control Section
E 319971

0307
NAD 83

Date Const:

1971

Property Type:

Site

Survey Name:
Previously
Recorded?
NR Recommend:

Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties, 1950-1975: Historic Context and Evaluation Study
No
Previous
N/A
Recommendation
Not Eligible

Prepared by:

William E. Stark,
Stark Preservation Planning LLC

Property Information
Rest Area Class:
Historic Context:

Survey Date:

Class III
Minnesota Trunk Highway
Roadside Properties, 1950-1975

July 2015

History
Little information is known about the Bad Medicine Lake wayside, and no plans are on file at the MnDOT Site
Development Unit. According to the MnDOT Site Development Unit database, the site was constructed in 1971. The site
appears on the 1975 listing of Minnesota safety rest areas (“24 mi. E. of Waubun”) as providing tables, toilet, water,
boat launch and a fireplace. Undated photographs from the MnDOT Site Development Unit files show the presence of a
concrete block toilet building; this is no longer extant. Photographs dated 1990 show the addition of the Bad Medicine
Lake historic plaque.
Description
The Bad Medicine Lake Rest Area is located on the south side of TH 113 and on the north shore of Bad Medicine Lake,
about 24 miles east of Waubun. The simple pull-off site offers views of Bad Medicine Lake via a wide, bituminous
parking area accessed from TH 113 in two locations. A grassy median separates the parking area from the highway. An
asphalt-paved sidewalk with a concrete curb lines the north edge of the parking area, beyond which a series of wood
bollards linked by cables separates the walkway from the grassy slope leading to the lake shore. At the center of the
sidewalk is a metal historical marker plaque on a concrete post entitled “Bad Medicine Lake.” The marker is surrounded
by a small concrete platform with a semicircular fieldstone wall (much of it missing). The text of the sign, erected by the
residents of Bad Medicine Lake and dated 1985, describes the historical and natural features of the lake and the region’s
timber history. A modern, granite bench bearing the names “Frances & Carol Leopold” is placed near the lake shore west
of the historic plaque. A boat launch is provided west of the wayside, accessed by a separate entrance. It consists of a
loop drive, a boat ramp and a small dock. A picnic table is placed between the boat launch and wayside.
Evaluation
The Bad Medicine Lake Rest Area, constructed c. 1971, was evaluated for NRHP eligibility using the registration
requirements established within the context of “Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties, 1950-1975.”
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Significance
Although sited to take advantage of the views from the north end of Bad Medicine Lake, this simple wayside lacks the
complexity of the design to be considered as a property meeting the standards representing the distinctive
characteristics of type, the work of a master, or high artistic values of its historic context and therefore does not meet
the significance requirements under Criterion C. The property has no known important associations with significant
events that would meet Criterion A requirements.
Recommendation
The Bad Medicine Lake Rest Area is not eligible for listing in the NRHP due to its lack of significance.

BK-RLK-005, Parking Area, Facing W

BK-RLK-005, Historical Marker, Facing W
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MINNESOTA ARCHITECTURE-HISTORY INVENTORY FORM
Property Location
Property Name:

Shingobee Bay Rest Area

Inventory No.

CA-SGB-057

Location:

3.0 mi E of Walker

City/Twp:
T-R-S:

Shingobee

County:

Cass

141-31-2

Quarters:

SE-NW

Route

MN 371

UTM Zone 15
MnDOT District:

N 5213470
District 2

Control Section
E 381285

1119
NAD 83

Date Const:

1969

Property Type:

Site

Survey Name:
Previously
Recorded?
NR Recommend:

Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties, 1950-1975: Historic Context and Evaluation Study
No
Previous
N/A
Recommendation
Not Eligible

Prepared by:

William E. Stark,
Stark Preservation Planning LLC

Property Information
Rest Area Class:
Historic Context:

Survey Date:

Class II
Minnesota Trunk Highway
Roadside Properties, 1950-1975

July 2015

History
Plans for the Shingobee Bay Rest Area were finalized in April 1969, and were signed by William H. Mueller, engineer. The
site was likely constructed that summer. The original plans called for an unusual, bifurcated site with two driveway
loops, one on the east side and one on the west. The plans included a vault toilet building with concrete block walls and
a “bonnet” style roof. A well with a hand pump was placed on the west side of the west loop. Picnic tables were placed
in three locations around the east loop. Photographs on file at the MnDOT Site Development Unit (estimated date in the
1990s) indicate that the property was developed largely according to plan. A usage study of the site was conducted by
MHD Environmental Services during five days in July 1971. The survey recorded 238 vehicles entering the site: 30.1
percent stated the purpose was to use the rest room, while 25.5 percent reported their purpose was to eat, and 22.6
percent just to rest. The average length of stay was 15 minutes. There is no report of visitors using a boat launch, and
the original plans show no indication of a boat launch incorporated into the site. By 1975, when the site was listed in the
directory of Minnesota rest areas (“3-miles east of Walker”), a boat launch was among its amenities, in addition to
tables, toilet, water, and facilities for the handicapped.
Since 1975, the Shingobee Bay Rest Area has been significantly altered, apparently completed in the 2010s. The original
toilet building has been removed, and replaced with a portable unit. In addition, the circulation system for the west loop
has been entirely reconfigured, removing the small island and forming new parking systems. While the east loop
remains largely intact, its three picnic table sites and foot path have been removed, as well as some additional
reconfiguration to accommodate handicap parking.
Description
The Shingobee Bay Rest Area is located on the south side of TH 371 and is approached by Shingobee Bay Road. The east
driveway loop is U-shaped with separate entrances off of Shingobee Bay Road and nears the edge of Shingobee Bay, a
small bay off of Leech Lake. This small, bituminous drive expands for two parking areas on the exterior of its perimeter,
and one on its interior. Large boulders are placed along the edge of the drive near the lake. The island formed by the
driveway has a mown lawn with deciduous shade trees. The west loop has been recently reconstructed. It consists of an

CA-SGB-057

Minnesota Architecture History Inventory Form

Page 2 of 5

oblong driveway leading to a boat launch at the lake. The bituminous drive is dominated by angled parking with a
concrete curb median. At the southwest end of the parking area is a portable toilet structure protected by chain-link
fencing.
Evaluation
The Shingobee Bay Rest Area, constructed c. 1969, was evaluated for NRHP eligibility using the registration
requirements established within the context of “Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties, 1950-1975.”
Significance
The Shingobee Bay Rest Area demonstrates an innovative approach to site design and possesses four important
characteristics of non-Class I waysides in the late 1960s. The site was selected for its access to, and views of, the
Shingobee Bay, and for its scenic wooded site with a rock outcropping. The property’s site plan and circulation system
were uniquely adapted to the site. Separated by Shingobee Bay Road, the plan offers visitors access to two aspects of
Shingobee Bay to offer not only visitor safety and comfort, but also enjoyment of the area’s inherent natural qualities.
The complex circulation pattern is evident by the two loops, appearing to represent different aspects of the rest area’s
purpose. The east loop, with small parking areas and views of the lake, offers picnic table sites with a variety of accesses
and vistas: near the parking areas, within the shaded loop island, and atop a wooded knoll with views to the bay. The
west loop, on the other hand, features a more functional aspect, with a line of parking spaces near the restroom, and
loop drive for easy return to the highway. The boat launch appears to have been added later. Traveler comfort was
accommodated by the concrete block toilet building and shaded picnic tables.
The property meets the significance requirements under Criterion C as a distinctive characteristic of a type and period.
The site does not demonstrate the work of a master or important methods of construction or design. The property has
no known important associations with significant events that would meet Criterion A requirements.
The property’s period of significance is the year of its completion, c. 1969. Its boundaries conform to the developed
roadside area between TH 371 and Shingobee Bay. The essential physical features include the circulation system of the
two loop drives east and west of Shingobee Bay Road, the defined parking areas, the picnic sites, the lake setting, and
the concrete block toilet building.
Integrity
The Shingobee Bay Rest Area integrity of location and setting are good, and it retains its close relationship to the
adjacent lake and two-lane highway. Similarly, the property’s integrity of association remains strong as it continues to
serve as an active wayside. Workmanship was not an aspect of integrity important for this site. The integrity of design is
altered, particularly on the western side, where the circulation system has been fully reconfigured by removing the small
traffic island and forming new parking areas. The loss of the toilet building and the amendment of the boat launch, and
minor changes to the eastern side, such as the removal of the three picnic sites and footpath, have also diminished the
integrity of design. Although replaced with in-kind material, the existing roadways are constructed of new materials
resulting in diminished integrity of material. While many features of the site contribute to the integrity of feeling, such
as its location on the two-lane highway and lake, the integrity of feeling is diminished by the removal of the original
toilet building and replacement by a portable unit, the reconfiguration of parking, and the replacement of many of the
road surfacing materials. Taken together, the site’s compromised integrity of design, material, and feeling to the
essential physical features diminish its ability to convey its historic significance.
Recommendation
The Shingobee Bay Rest Area is not eligible for listing in the NRHP due to its lack of integrity.
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CA-SGB-057, Site Plan, 1969

CA-SGB-057, Aerial View of Original Configuration (n.d., MnDOT Roadside Property Unit)
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CA-SGB-057, East Loop and Shingobee Bay Road, Facing S

CA-SGB-057, East Loop, Facing N

CA-SGB-057, West Loop, Facing S
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CA-SGB-057, West Loop, Boat Launch and Portable Toilet Structure, Facing NW
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MINNESOTA ARCHITECTURE-HISTORY INVENTORY FORM
Property Location
Property Name:

Walker Rest Area

Inventory No.

CA-SGB-058

Location:

4mi N of Walker

City/Twp:
T-R-S:

Shingobee

County:

Cass

142-31-9

Quarters:

NW-NW

Route

MN 371

UTM Zone 15
MnDOT District:

N 5221414
District 2

Control Section
E 376994

1120
NAD 83

Date Const:

Pre 1975

Property Type:

Site

Survey Name:
Previously
Recorded?
NR Recommend:

Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties, 1950-1975: Historic Context and Evaluation Study
No
Previous
N/A
Recommendation
Not Eligible

Prepared by:

William E. Stark,
Stark Preservation Planning LLC

Property Information
Rest Area Class:
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History
Little is known about the history of the Walker Rest Area. No plans are on file at the MnDOT Site Development Unit. A
1975 directory of Minnesota safety rest areas records this site offering tables and a toilet. Undated photographs of the
site in MnDOT files (probably from the early 2000s) indicate a number of changes to the site since that time, including
the paving of the south loop, the removal of a privy, and the removal of a fire grill and picnic table.
Description
The Walker Rest Area is located on the east side of Minnesota Highway 371, four miles north of Walker, and on the west
shore of Walker Bay of Leech Lake. It is separated from the highway by a thick stand of trees and the Heartland State
Trail. The site is accessed by a single driveway from MN 371, where a paved loop extends to the south and a large
graveled parking area extends to the north. Principal features are a boat launch, picnic shelter, and information kiosk.
The south loop is lined by wood bollards and forms an island with concrete curbing at its center. A four-sided wood
timber post kiosk with wood shingle roof is placed within the island, and appears to no longer be used. A boat launch
facility is on the east side of the south loop. The large gravel area to the north is punctuated by three small grass islands.
East of the parking area stands a four-bay picnic shelter constructed of wood timbers and trusses with a concrete floor
and gabled roof. A hand pump is placed at the south end of the shelter.
Evaluation
The Walker Rest Area, constructed c. 1970, was evaluated for NRHP eligibility using the registration requirements
established within the context of “Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties, 1950-1975.”
Significance
Located on the shore of Walker Bay, the site does not exhibit the features that would meet the registration
requirements for significance. The site’s simple layout, while adjacent to the lake, does not respond to its setting in a
way that showcases or enhances the natural features in a complex or innovative way, and its circulation pattern does
not represent important safety improvements. The site lacks the complexity of the design to be considered as a property
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meeting the standards representing the distinctive characteristics of type, the work of a master, or high artistic values of
its historic context and therefore does not meet the significance requirements under Criterion C Furthermore, many of
the principal features on the site, such as the toilet building, have been replaced in recent years. The property has no
known important associations with significant events that would meet Criterion A requirements.
Recommendation
The Walker Rest Area is not eligible for listing in the NRHP due to lack of significance.

CA-SGB-058, View to South Loop, Facing E

CA-SGB-058, View to North Loop, Facing NE

CA-SGB-058

CA-SGB-058, Kiosk, Facing S

CA-SGB-058, Picnic Shelter, Facing NE
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