Arthur Nichols photo album, on filed at the MnDOT Site Development Unit (Nichols photo album)

FIGURE 259. MENDOTA OVERLOOK, OVERLOOK WALL EXTERIOR, CIRCA 1939

Nichols photo album

FIGURE 260. MENDOTA OVERLOOK, STAIRS TO CONCOURSE, CIRCA 1939
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appears at this time that a pedestrian path extended from this area around the exterior of the wall, but it is
more clearly defined in the 1957 aerial photograph, by which time additional pedestrian paths extended
south from the second vehicular route.
The MHD’s 1961 inventory of roadside development projects indicates that the wayside offered to motorists
water, three tables, three fireplaces, two refuse containers, and two toilets in addition to the overlook. No
amenities were indicated for this property in the MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure, which appears to have
been typical for overlooks in that document.
In 1993-1994, TH 13 past the site was realigned to the east, and the old alignment became Sibley Memorial
Highway. Sibley Memorial Highway was connected to the new TH 13, and access to the overlook from the
earlier alignment was retained.
Shortly before the property was inventoried in 1997, several changes were made. The limestone caps of
the walls and piers were replaced with caps of gray-tinted concrete, and the stone steps covered with a
concrete veneer. An opening was cut into the east wall to provide pedestrian access to the overlook from
a new parking lot located approximately 80 feet east of the overlook, and two large concrete bollards were
installed within the opening on each side of the pedestrian walkway. The vehicular opening to which the
drive off of TH 13 led was closed with stone, creating a continuous wall on the north. The drive was
eliminated, and the vehicular parking area surface was replaced with sod. The northern staircase was
removed, and the opening eliminated. Also removed were the flagstone walk and benches. A 2002
treatment report recounts these changes, and it additionally notes that poor repointing, added mortaring,
and deterioration of the limestone had left the walls looking unsightly and with the potential for structural
unsoundness (MnDOT Historic Roadside Development Structures Inventory form, DK-MHC-012; Pratt and
Oertel 2002).
Online aerial photographs and street views show that circa 2005, eight picnic tables on concrete pads were
installed in symmetrical fashion within the arc of the overlook, and two others east of the east wall.
Subsequently, prior to 2010, two rows of three trees were planted symmetrically within the overlook, one
row along each half of the picnic table arrangement, and another row of six trees was planted between the
two picnic tables along the east wall.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Mendota Overlook was surveyed in July of 2019. It is located in Mendota Heights on the west side of
the Big Rivers Regional Trail, which is on the west side of Sibley Memorial Highway (Figure 261). Vehicular
access to and parking in the overlook has not been restored. To get to the overlook, one must park in the
lot to the east and walk to the overlook, crossing the Big Rivers Regional Trail in the process (Figure 262).
Alternately, the overlook can be reached by hiking the trail. The added pedestrian opening with concrete
bollards remains in the east wall (Figure 263).
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overlook

TH 13

FIGURE 261. MENDOTA OVERLOOK, AERIAL OVERVIEW

FIGURE 262. PARKING LOT EAST OF MENDOTA OVERLOOK, 2019, LOOKING SOUTHEAST
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FIGURE 263. MENDOTA OVERLOOK, ADDED PEDESTRIAN OPENING AND CONCRETE BOLLARDS, 2019, LOOKING WEST

The interior of the overlook is entirely grass-surfaced, and it retains the interior and exterior picnic tables
and trees installed during the 2000s (Figure 264). The combination picnic tables have metal pipe supports
and wood seats and tabletops. The trees are oaks. The wall, which is random ashlar limestone with piers
of the same construction, appears to be in much the same condition as described in the 2002 treatment
report. The previously noted alterations to the wall, including the addition of concrete capping, concrete
veneer on the south staircase, closure of the vehicular opening, and closure and removal of the northern
staircase, have not been reversed, nor has the removal of the flagstone walkway (Figures 265 through 268).
The overlook provides clear, impressive views of Gun Club Lake and the Minnesota River Valley (Figure 269).
An informal, dirt path extends east from the base of the south staircase back up to street level at the
southeast corner of the overlook (Figure 270). No such path is present in the other direction, the entire
area to the exterior of the wall being overrun with vegetation (Figure 271).
Several Norway spruce were observed at the northeast (7) and southeast (6) corners of the overlook, and
are mature enough to make it likely that they were used in lieu of the red cedar. Otherwise, no indications
of plants installed according to the plan in 1939 or serving as replacements in kind were observed. A visitor
to the overlook on the day of the survey noted that he used to come to the wayside with his family during
the 1950s, and that when he returned in recent decades, he was surprised to see how much the natural
vegetation had come to encroach physically and visually upon the site.
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FIGURE 264. MENDOTA OVERLOOK, OVERLOOK INTERIOR FROM SOUTHEAST CORNER, 2019, LOOKING NORTHWEST

FIGURE 265. MENDOTA OVERLOOK, DETAIL SHOWING ADDED CONCRETE CAP AND ABSENCE OF WALKWAY, 2019,
LOOKING NORTHWEST
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FIGURE 266. MENDOTA OVERLOOK SOUTH STAIRCASE, 2019, LOOKING NORTH

FIGURE 267. MENDOTA OVERLOOK, LOCATION OF FORMER VEHICULAR OPENING, 2019, LOOKING NORTH
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FIGURE 268. MENDOTA OVERLOOK, LOCATION OF FORMER NORTH STAIRCASE, 2019, LOOKING NORTH

FIGURE 269. MENDOTA OVERLOOK, VIEW FROM CENTER OF WALL, 2019, LOOKING WEST
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FIGURE 270. MENDOTA OVERLOOK, PATH FROM BASE OF SOUTH STAIRCASE, 2019, LOOKING EAST

FIGURE 271. MENDOTA OVERLOOK, VIEW TOWARD FORMER PATH FROM BASE OF SOUTH STAIRCASE, 2019, LOOKING
NORTHWEST
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(YDOXDWLRQ
The Mendota Overlook was first evaluated for its National Register eligibility during the mid 1990s, as part
of a study for the Minneapolis-St. Paul Airport by Hess, Roise and Company (Hess Roise). The review and
compliance file for this study shows that Hess Roise recommended this property as not eligible in 1995 for
its inability to meet the significance requirements of the Federal Relief Construction in Minnesota MPDF
and due to a loss of integrity in the landscaping and overlook wall (Minnesota Architecture-History
Inventory Form, DK-MHC-012, original). Based on provided information indicating the wall was constructed
by black laborers and that integrity issues were limited to deterioration, then-National Register Historian
for the SHPO, Susan Roth, responded to the recommendation in September of 1995 with a request for reexamination of the property’s eligibility. Additional research by Hess Roise elucidated the tenuousness of
the association of the overlook wall with black workers and identified alterations to the overlook via
comparison of existing conditions with the 1937 MHD plan. For these reasons, Hess Roise retained a
recommendation of not eligible for the Mendota Overlook (Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form,
DK-MHC-012, revised). Based on the expanded information, in July of 1996, the SHPO concurred with this
recommendation (SHPO Review and Compliance File 94-0681). Page six of the inventory form prepared for
this property by Gemini in 1998 incorrectly notes that the SHPO determined the Mendota Overlook eligible
for listing in the National Register (MnDOT Historic Roadside Development Structures Inventory form, DKMHC-012). The SHPO’s current data indicate that it is not eligible (Jim Krumrie and Kelly Gragg-Johnson,
SHPO, personal communication 2020).
In 1998, Gemini recommended the Mendota Overlook as eligible for listing in the National Register as an
important federal relief project for its association with a WPA transient camp; as a property significant to
the history of roadside development for its construction during the Depression; as a property with design
significance, as “one of the most elaborate stone overlook walls built by the Roadside Development
Division”; and as an important example of the roadside development work of Arthur Nichols (MnDOT
Historic Roadside Development Structures Inventory form, DK-MHC-012). It has been re-evaluated under
the revised evaluation criteria for roadside properties along Minnesota’s trunk highways.
The Mendota Overlook likely holds significance for its association with an important component of a federal
relief program, i.e., one dedicated to the employment of homeless men, regardless of race, and possibly as
an important federal relief project, although additional research would be needed to address the latter. It
may additionally have held significance based on its landscape architecture or architecture. The Mendota
Overlook, however, has suffered a substantial loss of integrity, such that it would not be able to convey its
significance in any regard.
The Mendota Overlook no longer has a vehicular circulation system, which is an essential physical feature.
To elaborate, the overlook was designed to be a parking overlook, but not only are vehicles prohibited from
the site, their point of access has been closed through the construction of a permanent addition to the
overlook wall, and all vestiges of vehicular surfaces have been replaced with grass. The loss of this essential
physical feature alone renders this roadside property not eligible for listing in the National Register;
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however, it should be noted that with the exception of location, all other aspects of integrity have been
substantially diminished.
The design, materials, workmanship, association, setting, and feeling of the property have been seriously
compromised by a combination of alterations, including the removal of parking to a location separate from
the overlook, which is reinforced visually and in movement by the need to cross a regional trail, and creates
a loss of association with the former highway; the conversion of the original parking area to a picnic area;
the dismantling of a portion of the overlook wall to create a pedestrian opening and an addition to the wall
where it was previously open to the north staircase; the addition of substantial and obvious concrete
elements at the site, including the capping on the wall, the bollards within the pedestrian opening, and the
cladding of the stone staircase (although it should be noted, the latter is deteriorating); the loss of the
majority of the original pedestrian circulation system, i.e., the flagstone walkway and the north staircase;
and the loss, without replacement, of nearly all elements of the original planting plan.

5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ
Due to a loss of integrity, the Mendota Overlook is not eligible for listing in the National Register.

0,//321'52$'6,'(3$5.,1*$5($/6+$.23((52$'6,'(3$5.,1*
$5($ 6&63& 
MN 101, 0.2 mi E of CSAH 17
R.P. 6.7; Lat/Long: 44.80116 -93.50402
Scott County
The Mill Pond Roadside Parking Area, developed in 1941 and improved in 1954 and 1996, was found not
eligible for listing in the National Register in 1998, due to a loss of integrity. The reader is directed to the
inventory form prepared by Gemini in that year.

0,11(627$:20$152$'6,'(3$5.,1*$5($ 273(/ 
US 59, 2 mi N of Pelican Rapids
R.P. 243.768, Lat/Long: 46.60870 -96.05283
Otter Tail County
The Minnesota Woman Roadside Parking Area, constructed in 1959, was found not eligible for listing in the
National Register in 2016, due to a lack of significance. The reader is directed to Minnesota Trunk Highway
Roadside Properties: 1950-1975, Historic Context and Evaluation Study.



Cumulative Study
Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties

Page 283

0217*20(5< 0,6 5(67$5($ /(077 
MN 13, 2.0 mi S of Montgomery
R.P. 56.762; Lat/Long: 44.40532 -93.60516
Le Sueur County

+LVWRU\
Based on an October 2, 1964, aerial photograph, the Montgomery (2 mi S) Rest Area was constructed prior
to that date. MnDOT retains no information more specific as to its date of construction. The MHD’s 1975
rest areas brochure lists picnic tables, fireplaces, and toilets as traveler amenities provided at that time.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Montgomery (2 mi S) Rest Area is a wedge-shaped property located north of where the south end of
171st Street terminates at TH 13, forming a point (Figure 272). At the north end of the rest area, a gravel
drive runs perpendicular between the two roads, which presumably was the means of access to the wayside.
Historically a Class III rest area, the Montgomery (2 mi S) Rest Area is no longer in use. A cluster of
presumably MHD-planted trees remains in place on the south side of the gravel drive. Otherwise, it is
occupied by only mown grass.

FIGURE 272. MONTGOMERY (2 MI S) REST AREA, OVERVIEW, 2016, LOOKING NORTH

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.
Cumulative Study
Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties

Page 284

0225+($'75$9(/,1)250$7,21&(17(5 &<0+& 
I-94, 1.27 mi E of US 75
R.P. 1.848; Lat/Long: 46.84524 -96.74114
Clay County
The Moorhead Travel Information Center, a Class I facility constructed circa 1970, was substantially
rehabilitated in 2000, including the replacement of the toilet building. It therefore was not subject to survey,
and it is not eligible for listing in the National Register, due to a loss of integrity.

0257213,21((502180(17652$'6,'(3$5.,1*$5($ 51%)6
 
US 71, 1.4 mi N of CSAH 2
R.P. 85; Lat/Long: 44.59822 -94.99474
Renville County
The Morton Pioneer Monuments Roadside Parking Area, constructed at an unknown date prior to 1948,
was found not eligible for listing in the National Register in 1998, due to a loss of integrity. The reader is
directed to the inventory form prepared by Gemini in that year.

0257215(':22')(55<:$<6,'( 51%&2 
MN 19, 2.0 mi E of Morton
R.P. 81.577; Lat/Long: 44.53840 -94.93913
Renville County

+LVWRU\
An aerial photograph dating to July 12, 1955, and a standard photograph taken by the MHD on December
10, 1964, demonstrate that the Morton Redwood Ferry Wayside was constructed sometime between those
two years. The latter photo shows that a stone historical marker with steps leading up to it was present at
that time. A historical marker is the only element indicated on the MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure. An
undated, but later, index, indicates the same; however, the picture associated with it shows that the stone
marker had been replaced by a metal marker on a post.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Morton Redwood Ferry Wayside was surveyed in October of 2016. It is located on the south side of TH
19. Historically a Class IV wayside, it remains so at present (Figure 273). The wayside is accessed using a
bituminous pull-off, which has no separation from the highway. Curbing runs along the south edge of the
pull-off, and adjacent to it near the center of the pull-off is a square concrete pad. The metal marker, the
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plaque for which indicates it was erected in 1985, is set into the pad at its south end. The marker explains

FIGURE 273. MORTON REDWOOD FERRY WAYSIDE, OVERVIEW, 2016, LOOKING SOUTH

that the landing on the Minnesota River below that point was the site of the first combat between the
Dakota and the U.S. military in 1862.

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.

027/(<:$<6,'( 02029 
US 10/MN 210 at Motley
R.P. 100.812; Lat/Long: 46.34268 -94.64683
Morrison County
The Motley Wayside, constructed circa 1970, was found not eligible for listing in the National Register in
2016, due to a lack of significance. The reader is directed to Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties:
1950-1975, Historic Context and Evaluation Study.
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02817-26(3+,1(5(67$5($ &.82* 
MN 61, 3.0 mi SW of the Pigeon River
R.P. 147.602; Lat/Long: 47.98706 -89.65262
Cook County
The Mt. Josephine Rest Area, a Class II facility constructed circa 1969, underwent a total reconstruction in
2012, eliminating all vestiges of its original design. It therefore was not subject to survey, and it is not
eligible for listing in the National Register, due to a loss of integrity.

1$7,21$/*5$1*(+,6725,&$/0$5.(5:$<6,'( 6+(5& 
US 10/US 169, 2.3 mi SE of MN 101
R.P. 241.94; Lat/Long: 45.26367 -93.53298
Sherburne County

+LVWRU\
In 1938, plans were developed by the MHD for a wayside rest featuring a historical marker pertaining to
Oliver Kelley’s role in founding the National Grange, on a 0.25-acre parcel donated for the purpose by the
National Grange Society (MnDOT Historic Roadside Development Structures Inventory form, SH-ERC-029).
Arthur Nichols served as the consulting landscape architect. The plans show a concrete curb-lined drive
through the site, the surfacing for which is not indicated (Figures 274 and 275). The drive connects to TH
10 on the southeast end, and on the northwest end to a drive perpendicular to TH 10, the perpendicular
drive leading to the Oliver Kelley Farm. The drive is separated from the highway by a semi-elliptical, sodsurfaced island with clustered Pfitzer juniper shrubs in each end. Additional clusters are to the exterior of
the drive where it connects to the highway and farm drive, and extending beyond these along TH 10 are
staggered American elms.
Centered on the southwest side of and adjacent to the drive is a 20-foot-wide concrete walk extending
eight-and-a-half feet southwest to a set of stone stairs with stone stringers. The stairs in turn, lead to a
wide, rectangular, flagstone-surfaced terrace, at the rear of which is centered a shrine-type historical marker
of random ashlar construction. Low wing walls of the same construction extend from the marker and
enclose the terrace except at the width of the stairs, and concrete benches are shown against the walls on
the northwest and southeast. Clustered Pfitzer junipers are to either side of the concrete walk and marker,
and the latter is backgrounded by a group of 20 Rocky Mountain juniper trees. Beyond these and
throughout the remainder of the wayside, numerous green ash are shown in staggered fashion, but fairly
regularly spaced.
The plans, approved in early May of 1938, were carried out shortly thereafter using NYA labor under the
supervision of Harold Olson, and with the exception of the plantings, the wayside was completed in
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FIGURE 274. NATIONAL GRANGE HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, 1938 MARKER PLAN SHEET
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FIGURE 275. NATIONAL GRANGE HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, 1938 PLANTING PLAN
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November of the same year (MnDOT Historic Roadside Development Structures Inventory form, SH-ERC029) (Figures 276 and 277). A May 1939 aerial photograph shows the site without plantings, and MHD plans
approved in August of the same year show that the plantings at the wayside were still in proposed status,
with a change from Rocky Mountain juniper behind the marker to eastern red cedar. These were put in
either in late 1939 or early 1940, as the June 1940 aerial photograph shows the plantings installed, with the
arrangement according to the plan. The MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure indicates the historical marker
was the only amenity provided at the wayside in that year.
When the wayside was surveyed in 1996, the benches on the marker terrace, which appear in historical
photos, were gone, as were most of the original plantings. Mature ash, however, spaced 15 to 20 feet apart
were noted along the western curve of the drive, a few mature evergreens still framed the marker, and
patches of low spreading juniper were in front of it. A wooden sign that read “Troop 905 Tribute to Red
River Oxcart Trail, 1820-1872,” installed circa 1976, was located in the island in front of the marker. The site
otherwise was according to plan (MnDOT Historic Roadside Development Structures Inventory form, SHERC-029).
In 2008, MnDOT rehabilitated the wayside. The sign installed by the Boy Scouts was removed from the
island. Work included resetting, repairing, or replacing settled, missing, or broken stones in the marker,
terrace, and stairs, as well as constructing replacement benches and placing them on the terrace. The
masonry was cleaned, and the plaque restored.

Olson photo album

FIGURE 276. NATIONAL GRANGE HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, MARKER COMPLEX, CIRCA 1939
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Olson photo album

FIGURE 277. NATIONAL GRANGE HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, CIRCA 1939

'HVFULSWLRQ
The National Grange Historical Marker Wayside was surveyed in October of 2019. It is located in Elk River,
at the intersection of TH 10 and Kelley Farm Road Northwest. It has not been altered since the 2008
rehabilitation. Access continues to occur by turning southwest off of TH 10 (Figure 278). From eastbound
TH 10, one may turn into either end of the drive through the wayside, the northwestern end being formed
by Kelley Farm Road Northwest. From westbound TH 10, one may only turn into the northwest end of the
drive, via a highway crossover. The drive, which is bituminous, remains separated from TH 10 by a semielliptical, grass-surfaced island, but no plantings are present in the ends of the island as they were
historically. The rehabilitation effort appears not to have addressed the drive or the concrete curbing, as
the effective height of the latter has been reduced to two to three inches by the paving of the former.
From the center of the drive, a 20-foot-wide concrete walk extends eight-and-a-half feet southwest to the
limestone marker complex, which is constructed of gray limestone. Many of the stones have been replaced,
and whether for this reason; attempts to fill in space created by the deterioration of the original stone; or a
combination of both, the stones appear much less tightly fit/mortar joints appear much wider than they
were historically, the vertical planes of the piers are less flush, and the pier at the front left corner appears
bowed (Figures 279 through 281). Three ashlar stairs with stone stringers lead up to the flagstone terrace,
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FIGURE 278. NATIONAL GRANGE HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, OVERVIEW, 2019, LOOKING SOUTHEAST

FIGURE 279. NATIONAL GRANGE HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, MARKER COMPLEX, 2019, LOOKING SOUTHWEST
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FIGURE 280. NATIONAL GRANGE HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, DETAIL OF MARKER SHAFT, CIRCA 1939, LOOKING
SOUTHWEST (COMPARE FIT OF STONES WITH BELOW)

FIGURE 281. NATIONAL GRANGE HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, DETAIL OF MARKER SHAFT, 2019, LOOKING
SOUTHWEST (COMPARE FIT OF STONES WITH ABOVE)
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which is flush with the top stair. Over half of the stones in the stairs are replacements and have faces that
are smooth, whereas those present historically were rough faced (Figure 282; see Figure 276); it appears
that the remaining original stones were abraded in some fashion to smooth them as well. At the center of
the southwest edge of the terrace is the marker. It features a buttressed shaft, with the buttresses and
exterior of the shaft set on two stone piers and the center of the shaft extending down between them. The
buttresses and the majority of the shaft above the piers are coursed ashlar; the remainder of the shaft and
the piers are random ashlar. Extending from the piers to the northwest and southeast and then turning at
right angles to enclose the terrace to the stairs are low wing walls with slightly taller piers at all corners, all
of random ashlar construction. The stringers extend out from the terminal piers at the stairs. Against the
northwest and southeast edges of the terrace are the replacement benches, which feature stacked ashlar
legs and concrete seats (Figure 283).
Only two spruce continue to frame the marker, one at the left rear corner and one behind the wall to the
left of the shaft (see Figure 281). The juniper have been removed. Otherwise, the area south and southwest
of the drive is occupied by the ash trees noted in 1996.

FIGURE 282. NATIONAL GRANGE HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, VIEW OF STAIRS, 2019, LOOKING SOUTH
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FIGURE 283. NATIONAL GRANGE HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, NORTHWEST BENCH, 2019, LOOKING NORTHWEST

(YDOXDWLRQ
The National Grange Historical Marker Wayside was recommended in 1998 as eligible for listing in the
National Register as a property significant to the history of roadside development for its construction during
the Depression, an intact example of a highway pull-off style roadside parking area with a shrine-type
historical marker, an intact example of the National Park Service Rustic style, and an important example of
the roadside development work of Arthur Nichols (MnDOT Historic Roadside Development Structures
Inventory form, GD-FLC-006). It has been re-evaluated under the revised evaluation criteria for roadside
properties along Minnesota’s trunk highways.
The National Grange Historical Marker Wayside, constructed in 1938, is not associated with the earliest
roadside property development by the MHD. Its design and/or construction did not influence subsequent
roadside development practice or projects, nor did it fulfill a key transportation-related need beyond
motorist respite or accommodate an important shift in the pattern of highway travel. Its construction did
not constitute an important federal relief project, and it is neither associated with an important component
of a federal relief program nor the result of an organized, community-wide effort or campaign to obtain a
roadside property. The only recreational amenity at the site is the marker, and it did not set important
standards for historical markers along the Minnesota trunk highway system. The provision of the wayside
did not make a significant contribution to a local community. The wayside therefore is not significant under
Criterion A.
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The National Grange Historical Marker Wayside is one of many trunk highway waysides featuring a historical
marker designed by Arthur Nichols, but it does not stand out as an important achievement within the
context of his career as a whole or his work for the MHD. While his tenure with the MHD was an important
phase in his career, the wayside is not a particularly strong or important demonstration of the work he
carried out during this phase, particularly when other properties he designed within this context are
considered.

Construction of the marker did not involve the innovative use or new application of

construction materials. The property does not demonstrate high artistic value by outstanding expression
of the aesthetic ideals of the late 1930s. The site design does not present a skillful adaptation to the natural
setting, as it only required construction in a level, open area without the need to frame a specific view or
highlight a specific natural feature, and the design merely employed the standard device of running a drive
through the site to connect to TH 10 and Kelley Farm Road Northwest, with a historical marker at its
midpoint. The marker, rather than being subordinate to its natural surroundings, stands out among them,
particularly as the plantings to the front and sides of the complex, which once may have softened its impact,
have been removed. The current appearance of the stonework is not on par with that effected originally,
and the smooth stones used in the stairs appear visually incongruous with the more rugged texture of the
rest of the marker complex upon approach from the drive. As a result of these conditions, the craftsmanship
that might once have contributed to the high artistic value of the property is no longer evident, nor does
the wayside embody an outstanding example of the National Park Service Rustic style. For these reasons,
the National Grange Historical Marker Wayside does not meet Criterion C.

5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ
Due to a lack of significance, the National Grange Historical Marker Wayside is not eligible for listing in the
National Register.

1(9,65(67$5($ +%19& 
MN 34, in Nevis City
R.P. 86.353; Lat/Long: 46.95940 -94.84331
Hubbard County

+LVWRU\
The Nevis Rest Area was constructed prior to 1975. MnDOT retains no information more specific as to its
date of construction. The MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure indicates picnic tables, toilets, and a boat launch
as amenities at that time.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Nevis Rest Area was surveyed in September of 2016. It is located in Nevis on the west side of TH 34
within a generally level site on the east side of Lake Belle Taine (Figure 284). Historically a Class III rest area,
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FIGURE 284. NEVIS REST AREA, OVERVIEW, 2016, LOOKING NORTHWEST

it is now a Class IV wayside because the toilets have been removed. The wayside is accessed via a
bituminous driveway that extends a short distance west off of TH 34, then turns north and runs
approximately 125 feet to a gravel parking area. The east line of the parking area extends the line of the
driveway, and the parking area is squared off on the northeast and northwest corners, but the southwest
edge is irregular. The parking area is surrounded by mown grass, beyond which on the north are shrubs
and trees which separate it from neighboring residential properties. Within the grass on the north is a line
of angular concrete bollards.
Extending out from the southwest edge of the parking area into Lake Belle Taine are a concrete boat launch
on the north and a wood fishing pier on the south. Between these, the grass curves into the parking area,
and within this grass is a recent, metal, combination interpretive and informational marker set into a
concrete pad. The marker, sponsored by the Belle Taine Lake Association, discusses the history of Lake Belle
Taine, the various measurements of the lake, and the fish that can be found in it.

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.
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1(:'8/87+6&(1,&29(5/22. 6/'8/ 
MN 23, about 600 feet W of Sargent Creek
R.P. 336.306; Lat/Long: 46.65416 -92.23077
St. Louis County
The New Duluth Scenic Overlook, constructed circa 1958, was found not eligible for listing in the National
Register in 2016, due to a lack of significance. The reader is directed to Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside
Properties: 1950-1975, Historic Context and Evaluation Study.

1(:8/0635,1*52$'6,'(3$5.,1*$5($ 1/&77 
MN 14, 1 mi SE of Jct MN 15
R.P. 105.3; Lat/Long: 44.31190 -94.43031
Nicollet County

+LVWRU\
In July and August of 1938, plans were developed by the MHD, with Arthur Nichols as the consulting
landscape architect, for a wayside rest featuring a spring on the east side of TH 14 opposite the Minnesota
River from New Ulm. The development of the wayside was safety driven:
Near the City of New Ulm where T.H. #14 skirts the banks of the Minnesota River lies a
natural scenic spot containing a spring of excellent drinking water. This spring is used to
so great an extent by the traveler that parking at this spot creates a traffic hazard. A
development . . . at this location . . . will give accessibility to the spring by the construction
of a turnout road where card may park off the main highway [MHD 1938:33].
The plans depict a pull-off parking area separated from TH 14 by a 100-foot-long by 4-foot-wide, concrete
curb-lined island (Figure 285). Set back 22 feet to the east of and centered with the island, a symmetrically
curved concrete curb parallels the stone retaining wall of a spring enclosure, which is another four feet east,
except at the center, where the wall curves back to the east and then connects north-south to background
the spring outlet. A three-by-four-foot stone basin extends from the wall in front of the outlet. After
paralleling the wall, the concrete curbing extends another approximately 55 feet to the north and 70 feet
to the south. A path extends east from the north end of the wall. Although its location is not shown on the
plan sheet, details for a concrete spring box, 4.8 feet in diameter, are provided.
Clearing, rather than planting, was likely implemented at this site, given its situation within a heavily wooded
area; a planting plan has not been located. Added vegetation was likely limited to the sod evident where
vegetation was cleared around the retaining wall and curb in historical photographs.
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FIGURE 285. NEW ULM SPRING ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, 1938 PLAN SHEET
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Construction of the wayside began shortly after the plans were completed, based on the MHD’s report of
accomplishments for 1938, and it was completed in 1939. Photographs from the Nichols and Olson
photograph albums show that it was built according to plan. The drive was surfaced in gravel, and the
island in sod. The area between the curved concrete curb and masonry wall/spring basin was a gravelsurfaced walking path. The wall, located at the base of a slope, was built to double as a retaining wall. The
photographs additionally show the path from the north end of the wall led to a terrace, from which a stone
staircase extended to an upper terrace, with both terraces containing a picnic table and fireplace (Figures
286 and 287). The wayside was closed in 1971 (MnDOT Historic Roadside Development Structures Inventory
form, NL-CTT-006).
As of the 1996 survey of the site, the island separating TH 14 and the parking area had been removed, and
the parking area had been paved with asphalt. The curbing on the east side of the parking area remained,
but the walking path was overgrown with vegetation. The wall was in poor condition, with many stones
absent and repointing needed, and the spring had been diverted, so it no longer flowed through the wall.
A timber barrier had been placed in front of the stone steps, and concrete steps had been added, leading
up the hill from the south end of the wall. The survey identified a quartzite fireplace, and a quartzite bench
“near the top of the hill.” The former wayside was, in general, heavily overgrown (MnDOT Historic Roadside
Development Structures Inventory form, NL-CTT-006).

Olson photo album

FIGURE 286. NEW ULM SPRING ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, 1939
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Olson photo album

FIGURE 287. NEW ULM SPRING ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, CIRCA 1939

A treatment report prepared for the site in 2005 recounted similar conditions. The survey conducted for
the report, conducted in 2002, identified a second stone fireplace in a former picnic area farther north than
the first, a concrete and stone check dam in the drainage adjacent to the north end of the retaining/spring
outlet wall, and two spring boxes near the summit of the hill. The check dam could not be confirmed as
“directly associated with the wayside property. Dams like this were common in SE Minnesota; the dam was
likely built under a county or regional erosion control program” (Pratt et al. 2005c:9). One of the spring
boxes bore resemblance to the one shown on the 1938 plan, but it was six feet rather than 4.8 feet in
diameter; the other appeared to be of later construction and possibly in use by a MnDOT-unaffiliated entity
at the time of the survey.
In 2014, in association with the reconstruction of TH 14, the New Ulm Roadside Parking Area was reevaluated and found not eligible for listing in the National Register, due to a loss of integrity.

A

Memorandum of Agreement between the FHWA and the SHPO was executed in August of 2015, agreeing
that the property is no longer eligible and that a Level I Minnesota Historic Property Record (MHPR) would
be completed. The MHPR was completed by Gemini Research. Because this information was not provided
to Deco by MnDOT and therefore not discovered by Deco until 2020, the property was re-studied in 2019.
The results of the survey and evaluation, which drew the same conclusion, are provided below.
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'HVFULSWLRQ
The New Ulm Spring Roadside Parking Area was surveyed in August of 2019. It is located on the east side
of TH 14, on the opposite (east) side of the Minnesota River from New Ulm, if one were to draw a line due
east from the intersection of 4th Street South and Front Street South. The site has not undergone any
restorative measures since it was surveyed in 2002; therefore, the island is still absent and, as noted
previously, the parking area is paved, though the pavement has deteriorated to the point of nearly being
gravel again (Figure 288). The site is severely overgrown, such that the curbing, walking path, and the north
portion of the retaining wall are not visible, and the remainder of the wall is barely so (Figures 289 and 290).
The retaining wall features a Sioux quartzite veneer, which the original inventory form indicates was quarried
from the hillside at the site (MnDOT Historic Roadside Development Structures Inventory form NL-CTT006). A noticeable number of pieces of this veneer, which are randomly laid, have either fallen off or are in
the process of doing so, and more pieces are likely to follow, given the extent of cracking visible in the
mortar. As noted in earlier studies, the spring outlet is no longer in operation. The stone basin, like the
wall, is deteriorating, and only visible when one stands adjacent to it, due to overgrowth (Figure 291). The
1939 plaque attributing the construction of the wall to the NYA remains affixed to the wall above the outlet
(Figure 292).

FIGURE 288. NEW ULM SPRING ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, OVERVIEW, 2019, LOOKING NORTH-NORTHEAST
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FIGURE 289. NEW ULM SPRING ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, SMALL EXPOSURE OF BURIED CURB, 2019, LOOKING EAST

FIGURE 290. NEW ULM SPRING ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, VIEW FROM WEST SIDE OF TH 14, 2019, LOOKING EAST
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FIGURE 291. NEW ULM SPRING ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, SPRING OUTLET AND STONE BASIN, 2019, LOOKING
SOUTH-SOUTHEAST

FIGURE 292. NEW ULM SPRING ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, NYA PLAQUE, 2019, LOOKING EAST
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The concrete stairs near the south end of the retaining wall are fairly clear of vegetation, except at the base
(Figure 293); an informal dirt path has been worn in from the south end of the retaining wall to the point at
which the stairs become clear. The lower stone stairs have suffered displacement. The remaining stone
stairs are present, but in some places buried over, and at approximately the midpoint, underbrush and fallen
trees render them impossible to use (Figures 294 and 295).
The fireplace on each terrace remains evident, but these are heavily deteriorated, and the grills are now
absent from both (Figures 296 and 297). Probably due to erosion, the terraces are not as level as they were
historically, and the woods and underbrush have retaken them. The concrete foundation for the former
stone dam is evident, but again, obscured by vegetation (Figure 298).
The steepness of the slope beyond the terraces, combined with downed trees and other obstructions,
prevented climbing to the top of the hillside to locate the spring boxes identified in 2002; however, given
the inattention to the site over the last 17 years, no reason exists to suspect that the one likely built for the
wayside has been removed.

FIGURE 293. NEW ULM SPRING ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, CONCRETE STAIRS FROM END OF DIRT PATH, 2019,
LOOKING EAST
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FIGURE 294. NEW ULM SPRING ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, LOWER, EVIDENT PORTION OF STONE STAIRS, 2019,
LOOKING WEST

FIGURE 295. NEW ULM SPRING ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, INACCESSIBLE AREA OF STONE STAIRS, 2019, LOOKING
NORTH-NORTHEAST
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FIGURE 296. NEW ULM SPRING ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, SOUTHERN FIREPLACE REMNANTS, 2019, LOOKING EAST

FIGURE 297. NEW ULM ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, NORTHERN FIREPLACE REMNANTS, 2019, LOOKING EASTNORTHEAST
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FIGURE 298. NEW ULM SPRING ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, DAM FOUNDATION, 2019, LOOKING EAST

(YDOXDWLRQ
The New Ulm Spring Roadside Parking Area is not among the earliest roadside properties developed with
involvement by the MHD, nor does it meet the conditions for a particularly important accomplishment of
the MHD or reflect accommodation of an important shift in the pattern of highway travel. It does not meet
any of the conditions for significance under social history. The spring enclosure and fireplaces do not
constitute a well-rounded complement of recreational amenities, and no evidence has come to light
indicating that the property set important standards for spring enclosures along the Minnesota trunk
highway system. The wayside did not make an unusually significant contribution to the recreational
opportunities for New Ulm or other nearby communities. The New Ulm Spring Roadside Parking Area
therefore is not significant under Criterion A.
Although the New Ulm Spring Roadside Parking Area was designed by Arthur Nichols, neither the wayside
as a whole nor the spring enclosure stands out as an important achievement within the context of his career
overall, or within the corpus of his roadside development designs. The property’s design and construction
do not demonstrate the innovative use or new application of engineering or structural systems, or of
construction materials.
As completed in 1939, the New Ulm Spring Roadside Parking Area met Criterion C for its high artistic value
by outstanding expression of the Rustic aesthetic in a wayside and as an outstanding example of the
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National Park Service Rustic style, with the design successfully keeping the built elements subordinate and
appropriate to the natural landscape. The retaining wall and spring enclosure, fashioned using a randomly
laid veneer of Sioux quartzite, blended seamlessly into the base of the hill, mimicking the appearance of
natural outcroppings of this local material while accommodating the obtainment of water from a natural
source by motorists on TH 14. The arrangement of stones was tightly fit, well-executed, and colorful, the
latter adding to the visual appeal of the construct. The hillside topography was accommodated by situating
the picnic areas in naturally occurring terraces accessed by stone stairs, rugged and appearing to almost
naturally spring from the earth as they followed the terrain, and fireplaces in the picnic area were of a
relatively low profile and used the same local stone as the retaining wall. The bench near the top of the
hillside was also of Sioux quartzite. It, and the picnic areas, gave motorists the opportunity to rest and take
in their wooded surroundings. The wayside, however, has suffered a loss of integrity such that it is no longer
able to convey its significance.
The design of the New Ulm Spring Roadside Parking Area was intended to allow motorists access to the
natural spring while imparting safety through the provision of a turnout road. The elimination of the island,
and the resultant creation of an informal pull-off in lieu of the turnout road, has eliminated one major raison
d’être for the wayside, safety. The other, the spring, has also been eliminated, as it has been capped and
no longer flows through the retaining wall. The need for both of these has, of course, been eliminated
because the wayside is no longer active. Its inactive status has additionally resulted in neglect which has
assisted in the severe compromising of the functional design of the site, as well the integrity of materials
and workmanship. Vegetation is so overgrown that the retaining wall is not visible from the highway until
one is directly even with it, and at that point, only the center is evident, and even that can hardly be seen.
The curbing is buried, and historical pedestrian routes, including the stairs, are only partially intact and are
unusable. If the stone bench is still present near the top of the hill, it cannot be seen or reached. What
remains of the fireplaces are falling apart and barely recognizable as to their function. The retaining wall is
the only element of the wayside with some semblance, behind the brush, of its historical appearance, but it
too is not fully intact, and in any case, it alone is not enough to compensate for the diminished design,
materials, and workmanship in the wayside as a whole.
It may not have been the case that the wayside historically afforded views to the Minnesota River valley,
because aerial photographs show that trees were always present on the opposite side of the highway from
the rest area, from the edge of the highway to the river. By and large, the wooded and rural character of
the landscape surrounding the wayside remains intact. The current condition of the site, however, with the
loss of the vehicular circulation system; the presence of the overgrowth; and altered topography of the
picnic area terraces have caused diminished integrity of setting and association.

The conditions

compromising the integrity of design, materials, workmanship, setting, and association have additionally
contributed to poor integrity of feeling.

5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ
Due to a loss of integrity, the New Ulm Spring Roadside Parking Area is not eligible for the National Register.
Cumulative Study
Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties

Page 309

125:(*,$1*529(5(67$5($ 6%6,% 
MN 22, 7.0 mi S of Gaylord
R.P. 84.535; Lat/Long: 44.45917 -94.20156
Sibley County

+LVWRU\
The Norwegian Grove Rest Area was constructed sometime prior to 1975. MnDOT retains no information
more specific as to its date of construction. The MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure indicates picnic tables,
fireplaces, and toilets as amenities in that year.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Norwegian Grove Rest Area was surveyed in October of 2016. It is located a little over six miles south
of the Gaylord city limits, on the east side of TH 22, in a rural area of generally level topography. Immediately
to its east, separated by a driveway is the Norwegian Grove Lutheran Church. Historically a Class III rest
area, it appears to no longer be maintained (Figure 299). The wayside is accessed by a short driveway that
extends east off of TH 22. Extending north from this driveway is a flat, bituminous, rectangular parking area,
lined on its north, east, and west edges by wood bollards. Outside of the bollards is grass, beyond which
to the east and north are dense trees. The picnic tables, fireplaces, and toilets have been removed.

FIGURE 299. NORWEGIAN GROVE REST AREA, OVERVIEW, LOOKING NORTHEAST
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(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.

12<(652$'6,'(3$5.,1*$5($ .7697 
E side of US 75 at the Canadian border
R.P. 412; Lat/Long: 49.00029 -97.20639
Kittson County

+LVWRU\
Plans for the Noyes Roadside Parking Area at the international boundary between the United States and
Canada were developed by the MHD, with Arthur Nichols as the consulting landscape architect, in 1936 and
approved by May of that year. A triangular parcel situated across TH 75 from the U.S. border station was
donated for the purpose by a Mr. McKay of Noyes. The focal point of the design is a symmetrical plaza
with a flagpole in the middle, near the northwest end of the parcel and centered in relation to the border
station. The plans show the highway widened on the northeast in front of and centered on the plaza to
create a pull-off for parking, lined by concrete curbing. From the pull-off, a wide gravel walk extends into
the plaza and runs circularly around a central, flagstone platform, with three small, rectangular bays located
opposite and perpendicular to the entry point, each to contain a masonry bench. The walk is outlined in
concentric fashion, first by a three-foot-wide grass border, and then a clipped hedge of the same width, of
honeysuckle, which continues along the sides of the entry walk and along the pull-off, behind the curbing.
The curbing has small curves at each end to parallel the ends of the hedge. The hedge was likely intended
to complement the formal hedge surrounding the border station (MnDOT Historic Roadside Development
Structures Inventory form, KT-SVT-002). The flagstone platform is somewhat circular, but the curves are
interrupted by four small points, one aiming toward the center of each quadrant formed by the bays and
walk of the outer circle. Centered on top of it is a smaller, square, flagstone platform, upon which in turn is
centered a flagpole base of random rubble construction, which is labeled as a marker. The flagpole atop it
is labeled as “non-participating” (Figures 300 and 301).
Designated plantings include clusters of evergreen shrubs outside of the hedge between the pull-off and
the bays perpendicular to the entry of the plaza, as well as near the ends of the pull-off. Immediately behind
the formal arrangement of the plaza are curved rows of Colorado spruce. Additional numerous Colorado
spruce, along with 40 black poplar, are present in wide swaths near the north and east edges of the parcel,
as are limited American elm trees, surrounding a 2.5-acre area to be seeded, southeast of the plaza. One
hundred sweet mock-orange are in each of two locations at the far north edge of the wayside where needed
to “screen open country and objectional [sic] views.” North of these and the other plantings on this edge
is a 10-foot strip left open for border patrol. Similar screening is on the far east edge using 100 common
lilac, 120 Tatarian maple, and 100 Siberian pea tree. Evergreen shrubs are depicted on a semi-elliptical
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FIGURE 300. NOYES ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, 1936 SITE PLAN
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FIGURE 301. NOYES ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, 1936 PLAZA PLAN
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island located within TH 75 between the wayside and the border station for the “purpose of directing south
traffic into” the latter.
Work began on the wayside in 1937. In June of that year, the Kittson County Enterprise reported that work
was “steadily progressing on . . . this triangular formed garden of nature,” noting, “Beautiful elms, spruce
and many other lovely plantings numbering 2,000 individual sets, will make their home in the rich soil. Ideal
walks and an inscripted monument will form a border for the numerous flower beds” (quoted in MnDOT
Historic Roadside Development Structures Inventory form, KT-SVT-002).
A photograph in an album compiled by Harold Olson shows the plaza and what area beyond which was
captured by the camera, constructed and landscaped according to the plan. It is also readily evident in a
1954 aerial photograph. Both illustrate the formality that characterized the plaza (Figures 302 and 303).
In 1997, MnDOT rehabilitated the wayside. Photographs associated with the plans show that by 1996, the
concentric configurations around the flagstone platform, including the hedge, had been removed, as had
the walk into the plaza (Figure 304). A single curved row of spruce trees surrounded the plaza, a few more
clusters remained near the north and west edges of the wayside, and a few deciduous trees were located

Olson Photo Album

FIGURE 302. NOYES ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, PLAZA, UNDATED
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FIGURE 303. NOYES ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, AERIAL OVERVIEW, 1954

FIGURE 304. NOYES ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, PHOTOGRAPHS OF CONDITIONS IN 1996
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where the elms were planted, but the vast majority of plantings internal to the wayside had been lost,
assuming they were planted. Screening trees along the north and east outer edges of the wayside appear
to have remained, but the species are not identifiable in the photographs. The rehabilitation included
repairing the platforms and flagpole base, and the three benches, which were still in place.
The new plan constructed a concrete sidewalk with a broomed finish in a circle of a diameter that would
allow it to run in front of the three benches, and sidewalks with an exposed aggregate finish in cross-fashion
from the interior of the circular sidewalk at the benches and their southwest side equivalent to the flagstone
platform (Figure 305). The portions of the spaces between the sidewalks nearest the platform were planted
in Prince of Wales juniper shrubs. To the exterior of the northeast half of the circular sidewalk, i.e.,
backgrounding the plaza and benches, was planted a hedge of froebel spirea. The plan additionally calls
for a sidewalk to extend to the southeast off the south edge of the circle to a new interpretive marker, but
subsequent photographs show that it was instead constructed off the east edge. The plans show the marker
bordered on one side by 10 dart’s gold ninebark and another by three pinkspire crab, with four additional
pinkspire crab to the east and southeast. Eight additional pinkspire crab are shown to the northwest of the
plaza. In the remainder of the parcel, 10 Black Hills spruce were to be added near the southeast corner of
the site, and the previously seeded area was to be reseeded.
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FIGURE 305. NOYES ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, 1996 REHABILITATION PLAN
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'HVFULSWLRQ
Access to the Noyes Roadside Parking Area is restricted due to the present-day border-security climate,
and therefore a site visit was not conducted. Its current appearance, however, can be garnered through
recent online aerial views and street views, and perhaps more importantly, substantial changes to the
wayside since 1954 are easily documented through subsequent aerial photographs, the 1997 rehabilitation
plan, and subsequent standard photographs.
In an online aerial photograph dating to April of 2003, the 1997 sidewalks running in cross-fashion and
around the exterior of the flagpole plaza, as well as the hedge along the northeast half of the circular
sidewalk, are evident. A September 2013 aerial photograph shows that by that time, the sidewalks had
either been removed or were fully overgrown, which remains the case in the most recent available street
view, dating to July of 2015 (Figures 306 and 307). This view additionally shows the loss of most of the
plantings surrounding the plaza; the addition of the interpretive marker immediately to its east; and the
addition of young, perhaps volunteer, coniferous trees within it. The plantings obscure the view of the
benches, which the overhead view shows to still be present. A stone obelisk international boundary marker
is located just beyond the northwest corner of the wayside.

FIGURE 306. NOYES ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, AERIAL OVERVIEW, 2013
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FIGURE 307. NOYES ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, 2015 STREET VIEW, LOOKING NORTHEAST

FIGURE 308. NOYES ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, 2015 STREET VIEW, LOOKING NORTHEAST
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(YDOXDWLRQ
The Noyes Roadside Parking Area was recommended in 2004 as eligible for listing in the National Register
as a property significant to the history of roadside development for its construction during the Depression,
and an important example of the work of Arthur Nichols, particularly as one of his most formal designs for
the MHD (MnDOT Historic Roadside Development Structures Inventory form, KT-SVT-002). It has been reevaluated under the revised evaluation criteria for roadside properties along Minnesota’s trunk highways.
The revised evaluation criteria limit the roadside development facilities considered “earliest” or “first” to be
those completed by 1935, and the Noyes Roadside Parking Area does not meet this condition. Had the
wayside been one of the MHD’s earliest efforts, however, it would not retain the integrity to convey this
significance, for the same reasons that it does not retain the integrity to convey significance as the work of
Arthur Nichols, nor would it in any other respect.
The 1997 design is not Nichols’ design. The pull-off has been converted to a shoulder; concrete curbing is
still present, but the curved ends have been removed; and the island which separated the pull-off from the
highway has been eliminated. Technically, therefore, the vehicular circulation system, though simple, has
been lost. The focal point of the wayside, the flagpole plaza, is symmetrical and formal; however, the
concentric arrangement and bays were lost to a quartered arrangement without bays. The continuous
gravel surfacing surrounding the flagstone platform was replaced with sod interrupted by concrete
sidewalks. The enclosing, shaped hedge was replaced with a semi-open, unshaped one, and the clusters of
evergreen shrubs tucked between the now-absent portion of the hedge along the pull-off and the bays are
gone. The replacement hedge and the shrubs planted within the plaza in 1997 have not been maintained,
so not only was Nichols’ design eliminated, but formality and symmetry are no longer evident at the site.
This loss is compounded by the asymmetry introduced by placement of a modern interpretive marker in an
obvious location proximate to the plaza. The majority of the plantings originally intended within this
wayside have been lost and either were not replaced in kind or were not replaced at all. Although the stone
platforms, flagpole base, and benches are elements of the original design, their retention alone is not
enough to represent the concept for the site as a whole, i.e., to offset the substantial compromises created
by the 1997 rehabilitation in the integrity of design, materials, workmanship, association, setting, and
feeling.

5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ
Due to a loss of integrity, the Noyes Roadside Parking Area is not eligible for listing in the National Register.



Cumulative Study
Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties

Page 320

277(57$,/&,7<+,6725,&$/0$5.(5:$<6,'( 2727& 
MN 75, at Jct Bay View Road
R.P. 36.4; Lat/Long: 46.42700 -95.57947
Otter Tail County

+LVWRU\
Plans for a wayside rest featuring a historical marker at the northwest quadrant of the intersection of TH 78
and Bay View Road (west side of TH 78)/TH 108 (east side of TH 78) in the city of Ottertail were approved
in October of 1948. The plans depict a gravel drive through the site, connecting to TH 78 on the northeast
end and to TH 108 on the south end, separated from TH 78 by an elliptical island of parallel orientation,
with six-inch concrete curbing and planted in grass (Figure 309). Centered on the west side of and adjacent
to the drive is a 16-foot-wide, 12-foot-long concrete terrace gridded in 4-by-4-foot panels (Figure 310). At
the rear of the terrace are three curved, concrete steps leading to a stone, shrine-type historical marker.
Low, stone wing walls extend from the marker and end flush with the exterior edges of the width of the
terrace. Plantings consist of three juniper shrubs at each of the front corners of the marker, a spruce tree
behind these at the rear corners of the marker, and five additional spruce trees grouped to the northwest
of the marker complex, with 21 American elm staggered around the intersection (see Figure 309).
The Ottertail City Historical Marker Wayside was constructed in 1948 by the MHD. Historical standard and
aerial photographs indicate that the wayside was built according to plan (Figure 311).
The only amenity noted for the site in the MHD’s 1961 roadside development inventory and in the MHD’s
1975 rest areas brochure was the historical marker.
No alterations were noted when the site was surveyed in 1997, other than that if the elm trees and juniper
bushes had been planted there, they were no longer present (MnDOT Historic Roadside Development
Structures Inventory form, OT-OTC-004).
At the time that the treatment report for the site was written in 2002, the marker was deteriorating “at an
accelerated rate” (Michael J. Burns Architects 2002b:1) because for the most part, it was not maintained;
when deteriorating stones were replaced, it was “with little regard for matching the style, shape and/or color
of the originals” (Michael J. Burns Architects 2002b:5). The concrete terrace in front of it was cracked and
separating from the marker. A business building had been constructed on the lot immediately west of
(behind) the marker where a natural oak grove was present at the time of the wayside’s construction. The
gravel drive and concrete curbing remained intact.
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FIGURE 309. OTTERTAIL CITY HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, 1948 SITE PLAN
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FIGURE 310. OTTERTAIL CITY HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, 1948 MARKER PLAN
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Olson photo album

FIGURE 311. OTTERTAIL CITY HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, MARKER COMPLEX, 1951

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Ottertail City Historical Marker Wayside was surveyed in July of 2019, and it does not appear to have
undergone any improvements since 2002 (Figure 312). It is located in Ottertail, on the west side of TH 78
and north side of Bay View Road, at their intersection. Vehicular access to the site remains according to
plan, but the north section of the drive appears to have been widened. This section has been paved with
asphalt from TH 78 to the point equivalent with the west end of the island. From there, it is gravel to Bay
View Road. The concrete curbing is intact; however, it has essentially been buried along the east edge of
the island by the paving of TH 78 and the overgrowth of the grass which surfaces the island (Figure 313).
The gridded concrete terrace and curved concrete steps are intact. The marker is granite, and the base is
random rubble overlaid by a single course of rubble that is slightly stepped in (Figure 314). Above this
course, three narrow steps of random ashlar masonry flank each side of the plaque surround, which is
coursed ashlar on the front, the uppermost “course” consisting of a single, centered block. The rear face of
the plaque surround is random rubble. Underlining the plaque and extending down to the top step is a
squared, slight projection which features a centered, vertically oriented, ashlar-cut stone surrounded by
random rubble. Sloppy and incompatible mortar is present at the southern junction of the marker and the
concrete terrace. The marker continues to deteriorate, with cracked mortar evident and at least one stone
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FIGURE 312. OTTERTAIL CITY HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, OVERVIEW, 2019, LOOKING SOUTH-SOUTHWEST

FIGURE 313. OTTERTAIL CITY HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, LOSS OF CURBING HEIGHT ON EAST SIDE OF ISLAND,
2019, LOOKING NORTH
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FIGURE 314. OTTERTAIL CITY HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, MARKER COMPLEX, 2019, LOOKING SOUTHWEST

about to separate from the north end (Figure 315). Since 2002, a metal interpretive marker associated with
the Otter Trail Scenic Byway has been added to the site, next to the historical marker on the south side
(Figure 316). Interestingly, three visitors who stopped at the wayside during the survey read the metal
marker but did not approach the stone marker, despite its proximity.
A row of oak trees runs east and west along the south edge of the site, and several widely spaced oaks are
present throughout the rest of wayside. A single conifer is located a short distance from each end of the
marker. The modern pole building remains quite visible behind the marker.
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FIGURE 315. OTTERTAIL CITY HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, DETAIL OF MARKER DETERIORATION AT NORTH END,
2019, LOOKING WEST

FIGURE 316. OTTERTAIL CITY HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, VIEW OF BOTH MARKERS, 2019, LOOKING WEST
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(YDOXDWLRQ
The Ottertail City Historical Marker Wayside was recommended in 1998 as eligible for listing in the National
Register as a non-federal relief property that closely resembles a federal relief property, a good example of
the MHD’s small pull-off style roadside parking areas, and an intact example of the application of the
National Park Service Rustic style to a historical marker (MnDOT Historic Roadside Development Structures
Inventory form, OT-OTC-004). It has been re-evaluated under the revised evaluation criteria for roadside
properties along Minnesota’s trunk highways.
The Ottertail City Historical Marker Wayside is not associated with the earliest roadside property
development with involvement by the MHD. It does not meet the conditions for a particularly important
accomplishment of the MHD, and it does not reflect accommodation of an important shift in the pattern of
highway travel.

The wayside post-dates the federal relief era.

It is not the result of an organized,

community-wide effort to obtain a roadside property, nor did it make an unusually significant contribution
to the recreational opportunities for a given community. The historical marker is the only recreational
amenity dating prior to 1975 at the wayside, and it did not set important standards for historical markers
along the Minnesota trunk highway system. The site did not present any conservation challenges; is not
associated with an important response to policy on the preservation of natural resources; and it pre-dates
the Highway Beautification Act. The property therefore does not meet Criterion A.
No evidence has been found to associate the wayside with a recognized designer. It does not present a
skillful adaptation to the natural setting; the wayside was established on a topographically level landform,
the drive simply cuts through the site to connect to the roads located at each end, and the marker is not
integrated in any noteworthy fashion.

Skillful adaptation through landscaping was not a particular

requirement of this wayside, given the natural provision of trees and generally level topography, and the
absence of a need to frame a specific view; the oak grove was highlighted simply by its virtue of being
behind the historical marker. Although the historical marker at the wayside is elaborate in its stone
construction when considered in comparison to other types of historical markers in Minnesota, it essentially
follows a template for shrine-style markers with a Rustic-style aesthetic developed in the 1930s, and as such
does not reflect the aesthetic ideals of the late 1940s. While attractive, it is set on a short, linear plane and
does not illustrate the successful execution of a particularly challenging design. It therefore does not stand
out as one of the MHD’s shrine-type historical markers in an exhibition of complex design skill or
craftsmanship. It is not an outstanding or innovative example of regional expression. No components of
the wayside design or construction demonstrate engineering or material innovation. The wayside therefore
is not significant under Criterion C.

5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ
Due to a lack of significance, the Ottertail City Historical Marker Wayside is not eligible for listing in the
National Register.
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287,1*5(67$5($ &$&/. 
MN 6, in Outing
R.P. 38.354; Lat/Long: 46.81912 -93.94364
Cass County

+LVWRU\
Photographs on file at the MnDOT Site Development Unit dated November 25, 1964, indicate that the
Outing Rest Area was developed prior to that date. The photographs show a short driveway leading into a
level, rectangular parking area bordered by bollards except on the edge farthest from the highway, which
is lined with curbing. Though the photo quality makes it difficult to discern, it appears a picnic table is
beyond the curbed edge. The MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure shows that in that year, the rest area offered
picnic tables, fireplaces, water, toilets, and a boat launch as traveler amenities. A memorandum in the Site
Development Unit property file dated to 1991 indicates that the City of Outing took over maintenance of
the wayside sometime before that year, during which period it added a picnic shelter and upgraded the
toilets. In the same memorandum, which includes a reference to “lakefront walkway projects,” Craig
Churchward of the MnDOT Environmental Studies Unit states that Jim Reierson of the Site Development
Unit had deemed the wayside as needing improvement. No further information or plans are included in
the file.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Outing Rest Area was surveyed in September of 2016. It is located in Outing on both the north/east
and south/west sides of TH 6, which curves through this area parallel and proximate to the shore of
Roosevelt Lake (Figure 317). Historically a Class III rest area, it is currently designated as a Class IV wayside.
On the east side of TH 6, the wayside is divided by County Road 58, which extends east from its intersection
with TH 6. To the south of County Road 58 is a long, elliptical, raised island surrounded by concrete curbing.
Each end of the island is surfaced with concrete, but the vast majority in between is surfaced with grass.
The west side of the island is adjacent to TH 6. Along the east side of the island is a parallel parking lane.
No physical separation is present between the parking lane and a frontage road on its east.
To the northwest of County Road 58 is a shorter, wider island that would be elliptical except the middle
majority of the northeast edge is recessed to allow for perpendicular parking (Figure 318). A curb extends
along the southwest edge of the recess, and it carries around the remaining perimeter of the island. Behind
the curb along the recess is a sidewalk. Beyond the southeast end of this sidewalk, the southeast end of
the island is surfaced with concrete. Markings for a pedestrian crossing extend from southeast end of the
sidewalk to the southwest across TH 6. At the northwest end of the sidewalk adjacent to the recess curb, it
meets up with a perpendicular sidewalk, which forms the east border of the grass surfacing the northwest
end of the island. The perpendicular sidewalk leads to TH 6, but no pedestrian crossing lines are present
there. Beyond the northwest end of the island is another frontage road, and on the northwest side of that
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FIGURE 317. OUTING REST AREA, AERIAL OVERVIEW

FIGURE 318. OUTING REST AREA, PARKING AREA ON EAST SIDE OF TH 6, NORTHWEST OF CR 58, 2016, LOOKING
NORTHWEST
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is another curb-lined, but very narrow grassy area. A sidewalk between the (curving) frontage road and TH
6 delineates its northwest end. Although no pedestrian crossing markings are present on TH 6 here, walking
across TH 6 at this point leads to the northwest end of the lakefront walkway system.
From the northwest end of the walkway system, one can follow the sidewalk along the lakeshore all the way
to a point across from the south end of the long elliptical island (Figure 319). Otherwise, at a point
approximately midway along this sidewalk, a pedestrian can make a U-turn and walk back along a fork in
the sidewalk to the pedestrian crossing on TH 6. Within the interior of the U, a modern, vinyl pergola with
benches has been installed. If one takes the longer route, approximately two-thirds of the way traveling
southeast is a fork to the west, which leads out to a modern fishing dock. On the south side of the
intersection of the longer route and this fork is a portable toilet. None of the 1975/post-1975 amenities
were observed, nor were a picnic shelter or upgraded toilets as noted in 1991.

FIGURE 319. OUTING REST AREA, WEST SIDE OF TH 6, VIEW FROM NEAR SOUTH END, 2016, LOOKING NORTH

(YDOXDWLRQ
The Outing Rest Area has been substantially altered since 1975, eliminating any evidence of its design as it
existed at that time.

5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ
Due to a loss of integrity, the Outing Rest Area is not eligible for listing in the National Register.
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3(/,&$15$3,'69,//$*(+,6725,&$/0$5.(5:$<6,'( 2735& 
US 59, at CSAH 9
R.P. 241.2; Lat/Long: 46.58050 -96.08344
Otter Tail County

+LVWRU\
The idea for the Pelican Rapids Village Historical Marker Wayside was developed by the Otter Tail County
Historical Society (OTCHS) in 1942. It appears that the OTCHS established committees for Pelican Rapids
and the eight surrounding townships to obtain information on the early Euroamerican settlement of their
respective locales; whether or not the design had been completed, it was known that the marker would
contain a plaque for each. In that year, once the information had been gathered, it was sent to the
Minnesota Historical Society for its certification and some coordination with the MHD. The wayside,
including the marker, was intended to be constructed during that summer, but it was put on hold due to
World War II (Pelican Rapids Press 1942, 1946a).
In April of 1946, a representative of the OTCHS visited the MHD offices to inquire as to the status of the
project and “received the gratifying assurance” that the project was on their docket. The article in the
Pelican Rapids Press that reported this contact also stated:
The triangle just north of the village—where one road goes north to Scambler and the
other swings off northeast toward Dunvilla and Detroit Lakes—belongs to the State
Highway Department which is arranging to beautify it and make it one of the finest
historical sites in the state.

The work will be done by the Highway Department, in

cooperation with the Otter Tail County Historical Society and the neighboring townships.
Funds were raised in 1942.
A concrete monument with granite plaques will be a feature of the landscaping, and there
will be an open air amphitheater for public gatherings.
The memorial plaques will be inscribed with the names of the townships, the date of their
organization, names of first settlers, names and dates of first churches organized, number
and date of first schools, names of first rural post offices and names of first postmasters.
The grounds will be beautified with trees—grouped evergreens and a scattering of shade
trees—which will grow and make them a real beauty spot. The village of Pelican Rapids
agrees to take care of maintenance after the project is completed.
It is unclear why the newspaper reported a concrete monument or an amphitheater, as the plans developed
by the MHD in late 1945 and approved in January of 1946 showed the monument as stone and did not
include an amphitheater (Figures 320 and 321).
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FIGURE 320. PELICAN RAPIDS VILLAGE HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, 1945 SITE PLAN
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FIGURE 321. PELICAN RAPIDS VILLAGE HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, 1945 MARKER PLAN
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The site was a wedge-shaped parcel located north of the point where CSAH 9 merges into TH 59 in Pelican
Rapids.

The plans depict a 30-foot-wide drive perpendicular to and between the two highways

approximately 300 feet north of the merge. The perimeter of the resultant small, curved triangular island
to the south of the drive is concrete curbing, as is the southern end of the remainder of the site to the north
of the drive. Presumably, cars were to park on the shoulder of the drive.
Centered in the southern end of the larger, northern portion of the site and extending north from the
curbing, an eight-foot-wide concrete sidewalk leads to a set of concrete steps up to a 40-foot-wide by 20foot-long concrete platform, with a historical marker centered in the south end. The design of the stone
marker, though perhaps classifiable as a shrine type, is atypical for Minnesota. It is trapezoidal in plan, with
the shaft, only five feet high, making up the short horizontal plane. From each side of it, 18-inch-wide walls
angle out and back to meet the 18-inch-wide wall of the long horizontal plane, forming an enclosure, which
is labeled “to be filled” on the plans. Extending out from each end of and in line with the rear wall are low,
stone wing walls that terminate flush with the edges of the platform. In front of each wing wall is a stone
bench with concrete seat. A flagpole is shown set into the top of the shaft. The front of the shaft contains
two plaques, and each of the angled walls, four plaques.
Plantings indicated consist of groupings of savin juniper in the north end of the small island and wrapping
around the south corners of the concrete platform; groupings of Colorado spruce around the remainder of
the platform and in the north corners of the parcel; and between the spruce, widely spaced, scattered
American elm, green ash, and silver maple trees.
Construction of the wayside by the MHD began in June of 1946, with Joseph Bobleter “and another
gentleman . . . having charge of the work” (Pelican Rapids Press 1946b). The result was not entirely to plan.
The concrete steps up to the platform were not constructed, and the platform was built at the same grade
as the sidewalk; the benches did not incorporate any stone, but were instead constructed entirely of
concrete; and a second marker was installed in the north end of the small island. This marker consisted of
a millstone set behind a granite slab set in a frame and etched with an explanation of how millstones were
used (Figure 322).
Although the plantings had not yet gone in, the main marker was dedicated on September 22, 1946 (MnDOT
Historic Roadside Development Structures Inventory form, OT-PRC-021). The program was held in the
Pelican Rapids high school auditorium due to the weather, and it included speeches by representatives of
the OTCHS and the Minnesota Historical Society and by local dignitaries on the topics of early township
history and the history and accomplishments of the OTCHS, with township pioneers in attendance and
seated on the stage. The Pelican Rapids Press (1946c) commented that the program would “mark a great
historical event in the future history of this community.”
As of the 1997 survey of the wayside, the stone marker had not been altered, but it was deteriorating. The
gravel drive had been paved with asphalt, and a modern wooden light pole had been added behind the
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FIGURE 322. PELICAN RAPIDS HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, CIRCA 1947, LOOKING NORTH

millstone marker. Most of the trees called for in the planting plan were no longer present (MnDOT Historic
Roadside Development Structures Inventory form, OT-PRC-021).
The treatment report prepared for the wayside in 2002 notes that the northern approximately 40 percent
of the site’s acreage, which is behind the main marker, had been transferred to private ownership and a
pole building erected there, resulting in the loss of many trees. The gravel drive through the site had been
paved with asphalt, obscuring part of the concrete curbing, which was cracked. The sidewalks were in
extremely poor condition. The main marker had severely deteriorated to the point of having structural
concerns, and the west bench seat and one of its pedestals had cracked. The mortar on the millstone marker
was in poor condition. Most of the trees had not survived or been removed, and none of the juniper shrubs
remained. Eight trees including crabapple and cherry, and two deciduous shrubs had been added to the
property (Michael J. Burns Architects 2002c).

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Pelican Rapids Village Historical Marker Wayside was surveyed in August of 2019. The route of vehicular
access to the site, i.e., the drive between TH 59 and CSAH 9, remains according to plan, but as previously
noted, it has been paved. Traffic is extremely busy on both highways, and parking on the drive does not
feel particularly safe, given its narrow width, short length, and the rate of speed at which cars move past/turn
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on to the drive. Replacement concrete curbing runs along both edges of the drive and curves around to
CSAH 9, but transitions to what appears to be original concrete curbing as it curves to TH 59. The wayside
is surfaced in grass, except for the sidewalk and platform. The millstone marker has been removed, and all
that occupies the small, triangular island currently is a light pole, a chokecherry tree, pipeline markers, and
at the southern end, street and highway signs (Figure 323).
North of the drive, the sidewalk and concrete platform have been replaced in kind, except that the sidewalk
has been narrowed to five and a half feet in width (Figure 324). Both benches have been removed. The
historical marker is intact (Figure 325). It is of random rubble construction, using varied colors of granite.
The main, south-facing elevation of the marker holds two polished-granite plaques stacked vertically and
separated by a course of rowlock brick, the top discussing the history of Pelican Rapids Village, and the
bottom summing up the cooperative effort to have marker erected. The southwest- and southeast-facing
elevations each hold four polished-granite plaques arranged in two rows of two, with separation provided
by a cross of rowlock brick (horizontal) and header brick (vertical). Each plaque provides information about
one of the eight adjoining townships, including the name of the first Euroamerican settler, the date of
township organization, the name of the first church organized there and on what date, the number of the
first school district organized there and on what date, the name of the first rural post office established
there and on what date, and the name of the first postmaster. The plaque for Erhard’s Grove additionally
includes the date that the first railroad arrived, and the plaque for Scambler the publication dates of the

FIGURE 323. PELICAN RAPIDS VILLAGE HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, SMALL ISLAND, 2019, LOOKING SOUTH
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FIGURE 324. PELICAN RAPIDS VILLAGE HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, VIEW SHOWING SIDEWALK AND TERRACE,
2019, LOOKING NORTH

FIGURE 325. PELICAN RAPIDS VILLAGE HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, MARKER DETAIL, 2019, LOOKING NORTH
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“Prairie Leaflet.” The marker still exhibits cracks in the mortar, and a non-matching patch has been applied
to the juncture of the marker and west wing wall (Figures 326 and 327).
Plantings include one spruce tree behind the west wing wall, two behind the east wing wall, one more on
each side closer to their respective highways, and sparse deciduous trees behind these to the north, the
combination of which does not successfully screen out the large pole building to the north (Figure 328).

FIGURE 326. PELICAN RAPIDS VILLAGE HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, DETAIL OF PATCHING, 2019, LOOKING
NORTHEAST
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FIGURE 327. PELICAN RAPIDS VILLAGE HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, DETAIL OF CRACKING IN WEST WING WALL,
2019, LOOKING NORTH

FIGURE 328. PELICAN RAPIDS VILLAGE HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, OVERVIEW WITH PLANTINGS, 2019,
LOOKING NORTH
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(YDOXDWLRQ
The Pelican Rapids Village Historical Marker Wayside was recommended in 1998 as eligible for listing in the
National Register as a property significant under Criterion A for being a non-federal relief property that
closely resembles a federal relief property, and for its design significance under Criterion C as a “good
example of the MHD Roadside Development Division’s small roadside parking areas with historic markers”
and its display of the Rustic style (MnDOT Historic Roadside Development Structures Inventory form, OTPRC-021). It has been re-evaluated under the revised evaluation criteria for roadside properties along
Minnesota’s trunk highways.
The Pelican Rapids Village Historical Marker Wayside, completed in 1946, is not one of the earliest roadside
property developments with involvement by the MHD. No evidence has been found to suggest that its
design or construction influenced subsequent roadside development practice or projects, that it fulfilled a
key transportation-related need beyond motorist respite, or that it reflects accommodation of an important
shift in the pattern of highway travel.
Although the OTCHS organized committees to conduct research into the townships, this effort appears to
have been the brainchild of the historical society rather than the community of Pelican Rapids. In this sense,
although more detail has been obtained about the process for this wayside than others developed in
cooperation with county historical societies, it likely does not differ from what occurred for other waysides
developed at the behest and with the assistance of civic organizations or local governments. Further, it
does not appear to have been driven by a specific facet of community betterment. While the dedication
ceremony may have seemed like a “great historical event” at the time it occurred, a community diamond
jubilee publication published just 12 years later made no mention of the event or the marker. A centennial
history published in 1983 includes a photograph of the marker and notes the date it was dedicated, but
otherwise has nothing to say about the ceremony, much less the process of obtaining the marker.
The wayside does not include a well-rounded complement of recreational amenities, and it did not set
important standards for historical markers along the Minnesota trunk highway system. It additionally did
not make an unusually significant contribution to a local community, though it may have done so had the
amphitheater come to fruition. The wayside is not associated in any way with specific conservation
challenges or policies to preserve natural resources, and it pre-dates the Highway Beautification Act. For
all of the previously stated reasons, the wayside does not meet Criterion A.
No evidence has been found to associate the wayside with a recognized designer. It does not present a
skillful adaptation to the natural setting; the wayside was established on a topographically level landform,
the extremely short drive simply crosses near the southern end of the site to connect to the roads at each
end, and the marker is not integrated in any noteworthy fashion. Skillful adaptation through landscaping
is not evident, given the level topography and the absence of a need to frame a specific view. The marker
is, in fact, the focal point. The historical marker exhibits craftsmanship in the stonework, but its random
arrangement and Rustic style hearkens back to an earlier era and does not reflect the aesthetic ideals of the
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mid 1940s. The selection of the site appears to have been based more on availability rather than any specific
conditions. The site design of this Class IV wayside is not complex, it does not incorporate any safety
features or amenities for traveler comfort, and the marker is not an outstanding or innovative expression of
regional identity. The property’s design and construction do not demonstrate the innovative use or new
application of engineering or structural systems, or of construction materials. The wayside therefore does
not meet Criterion C.

5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ
Due to a lack of significance, the Pelican Rapids Village Historical Marker Wayside is not eligible for listing
in the National Register.

3(7(56215(67$5($ )/59& 
MN 16, 0.5 mi W of Peterson
R.P. 252.877; Lat/Long: 43.77739 -91.82900
Fillmore County

+LVWRU\
Based on two photographs dated October 19, 1964, held at the MnDOT Site Development Unit, the Peterson
Rest Area was constructed prior to that date. MnDOT retains no information more specific as to its date of
construction. The photograph shows a rectangular parking area of undiscernible surfacing with curbing,
surrounded by wood bollards. Mown grass and a few deciduous trees are shown to its southwest and
northeast, and within the grass are picnic tables. The MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure indicates picnic
tables, fireplaces, and toilets as amenities in that year.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Peterson Rest Area was surveyed in October of 2016. It is located approximately one half-mile south
and southwest of the Peterson city limits, on the northwest side of TH 16 and the southeast bank of the
Root River. Historically a Class III rest area, it is now a Class IV wayside, because the toilets have been
removed (Figure 329). A bituminous driveway extends northwest from the highway into a generally
rectangular, bituminous parking area. The parking area is smaller than its historical counterpart, as indicated
by remnant curbing at the former northwest corner. The parking area overlooks the Root River, but the
view is largely obscured by vegetation. The bollards have been removed, and it is instead bordered only
on the northwest by concrete barriers, likely a safer measure given the precipitous drop down to the river.
To the northeast and southwest of the parking area and driveway is mown grass, with the occasional
deciduous tree, but the picnic tables and fireplaces have been removed.
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FIGURE 329. PETERSON REST AREA, OVERVIEW FROM TH 16, 2016, LOOKING WEST-NORTHWEST

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.

3,&.(5$//$.(5(67$5($ )($(7 
US 69, 1.0 mi S of Albert Lea
R.P. 10.57; Lat/Long: 43.62156 -93.39759
Freeborn County

+LVWRU\
It is possible, but cannot be confirmed, that the earliest version of the Pickeral Lake Rest Area was developed
during the 1940s. TH 69 was realigned to run past the site in 1940, and a 1949 aerial photograph shows
what appears to be a drive into the lower elevation of the site, skirting along the base of the hill and
paralleling a portion of the lakeshore. In a 1954 aerial photograph, the apparent drive is absent, but to the
south of its former location, a short, curved drive leading into a small, rectangular parking area is visible. By
the time a 1962 aerial photograph was taken, the parking area had been removed, and the drive extended
up the hill to form a large loop in the upper elevation of the site, passing through an area cleared of trees
to provide a view out to Pickeral Lake. Another segment was extended southwest from the lower-elevation
portion of the first drive, along the lakeshore for a short distance and then curving back to the highway.
Other details of the site are not discernible due to leaf-on conditions at the time the photograph was taken.
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The earliest communication about the rest area contained in the property file dates to 1968, by which time
the MHD and the Albert Lea Jaycees had an agreement to share maintenance duties, but these had not
been kept up, and the site was in an extremely poor state of neglect and had been subject to vandalism. In
the fall of that year, the MHD sent crews out to restore the site to a usable state (“All About” by John Polis,
clipping from Albert Lea Tribune in property file, received June 10, 1969), after which the Jaycees took over
all operation and maintenance duties of the upper elevation area, and the site was approved for overnight
camping. The last communication in the property file dates to October of 1971, and it indicates that plans
were in place to install flush toilets in 1972, and that a well with hand pump provided water to rest area
users. It additionally clarifies that the lower elevation area was maintained by the MHD as a “simple wayside
stop.” 15 The MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure indicates toilets, picnic tables, fireplaces, water, and a boat
launch as site amenities.
A plan for the upper elevation of the site, which is undated but post-dates February of 1967 based on
reference to a revised title sheet, shows three parking areas, one for cars at an overlook on the exterior of
the loop, one for cars at the opposite end of the loop on the interior, and one between these for trailer
parking along the interior of the loop. The trailer parking and non-overlook parking are connected via
gravel pedestrian paths to a restroom building and two picnic shelters within the loop, while the overlook
parking is connected via a pedestrian path to a third picnic shelter outside of the loop. Based on aerial
photographs dating to 1968, 1991, and later, this plan was never implemented.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Pickeral Lake Rest Area was surveyed in October of 2016. It is located on the northwest side of TH 69,
approximately one mile south of Albert Lea (Figure 330). Presumably a Class II or Class III facility in 1975, it
is now designated as a Class IV wayside. It includes two topographically separated areas, one a gently
undulating hilltop overlooking Pickeral Lake, and the other a relatively level area adjacent to the highway,
along the lakeshore. Neither area includes a dedicated pedestrian circulation system. The drive to the
upper portion gently curves up the hill and is surfaced in bituminous until it reaches its northernmost extent.
There it enters a cleared area surfaced in gravel which serves as an overlook (Figure 331) and marks the
start and end of the loop through the upper portion, which is also surfaced in gravel. From the southern
portion of the loop extend two poorly defined gravel-surfaced parking spaces with wood curbs, for campers
or cars with trailers (Figure 332). In the north portion of the interior of the loop is a large picnic shelter of
post-and-beam construction with a gabled roof (Figure 333). The gable ends are occupied by tongue-andgroove wood or panels meant to mimic it, and the roof is sheathed in corrugated metal. The posts are
embedded into a rectangular, poured-concrete slab. No picnic tables are currently located on the slab, but
a single wood one is located adjacent to it. A few other unsheltered picnic tables of the same type are

15

(Letter, Ray Lappegaard, Commissioner, to Mr. C. B. Schneider, Section Chief, Department of Health, dated October 21, 1971)
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FIGURE 330. PICKERAL LAKE REST AREA, AERIAL OVERVIEW, 2015

FIGURE 331. PICKERAL LAKE REST AREA, OVERLOOK CLEARING, 2016, LOOKING WEST-NORTHWEST
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FIGURE 332. PICKERAL LAKE REST AREA, CAMPER PARKING SPOT, 2016, LOOKING SOUTH

FIGURE 333. PICKERAL LAKE REST AREA, PICNIC SHELTER, 2016, LOOKING WEST
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scattered around the site. Approximately 20 feet south of the picnic shelter is a well with hand pump.
Within the south portion of the loop interior is a metal swingset. To the east of the exterior of the loop on
a poured-concrete slab is a gable-roofed toilet building, no longer in use (Figure 334). It is constructed of
split-ribbed concrete block, and has integrated privacy screens at each end. The roof is sheathed in
corrugated metal.
At the time of the 2016 survey, the lower portion of the site was mowed, but did not appear to be maintained
as a wayside any longer. The gravel drive through this portion extended southwest from the main drive
and curved back to the highway, incorporating a couple of looping options along the way. Within one of
the loops was a small concrete pad which was likely the location of a well/hand pump. The boat launch was
located near the point where the lower drive extended off the drive from TH 18. While the location was
evident, any surfacing to facilitate boat launching had been pulled up. No amenities were located in the
lower portion.
In accessing the Freeborn County Online Property Search to obtain an aerial overview for this report in 2019,
it was discovered that since the survey, any original design elements of the lower elevation have been
eliminated, and a new bituminous access, parking area, and possibly a boat launch constructed (Figure 335).

FIGURE 334. PICKERAL LAKE REST AREA, TOILET BUILDING, 2016, LOOKING NORTHWEST
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FIGURE 335. PICKERAL LAKE REST AREA, AERIAL OVERVIEW, CIRCA 2019

(YDOXDWLRQ
No evidence could be found to indicate that this Class IV rest area is significant under Criterion A.
The Pickeral Lake Rest Area does not contain any objects or structures exhibiting complex design skill or
craftsmanship expressing high artistic value or the work of a master uniquely adapted to a particular site.
The development of the site appears to have occurred in a piecemeal fashion without reference to a
cohesive plan. While such a plan was once proposed for the upper elevation, it was not implemented.
Features such as the “overlook” and parking spaces, are poorly defined and rudimentary. The property
exhibits no safety improvements, sidewalks or pedestrian paths, outstanding or innovative provision of
amenities, or expressions of regional identity. Thus, although the site is attractive and oriented to Pickeral
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Lake, and the vehicular circulation system conforms to the natural topography, the property does not
significantly represent the distinctive characteristics of the type and period by referencing the high national
design standards for roadside development of the era. For these reasons, it does not fulfill Criterion C.

5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ
Due to a lack of significance, the Pickeral Lake Rest Area is not eligible for listing in the National Register.

3,.(5,9(5:$<6,'( 6/(0% 
MN 135, 9.0 mi S of Tower
R.P. 30.169; Lat/Long: 47.67614 -92.28108
St. Louis County

+LVWRU\
Aerial photographs indicate that the Pike River Wayside was constructed sometime between 1949 and 1961.
It was not, however, included in the MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure, suggesting it may have been taken
out of commission at a relatively early date.

'HVFULSWLRQ



The Pike River Wayside was surveyed in September of 2016. It is located approximately nine miles south of
the Tower city limits, on the west side of TH 135, in a gradually sloping strip of land between the highway
and the Pike River (Figure 336). The wayside is accessed via one of two bituminous turnoffs, which are
connected by a gravel drive that runs through it. The drive affords a view and follows the bend of the Pike
River. Just west of the north end of the drive, on the bank of the river, is a signed fire hydrant.
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FIGURE 336. PIKE RIVER WAYSIDE, OVERVIEW, 2016, LOOKING WEST-NORTHWEST

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.

3,//6%85<0,1(29(5/22. 6/%$/ 
US 169, 1 mile S of Chisholm
R.P. 345.367; Lat/Long: 47.47493 -92.90456
St. Louis County
The Pillsbury Mine Overlook, constructed in 1962, was found not eligible for listing in the National Register
in 2016, due to a lack of significance. The reader is directed to Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside
Properties: 1950-1975, Historic Context and Evaluation Study.



Cumulative Study
Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties

Page 350

3,1(&5((.5(67$5($ 52'(7 
MN 89, 1.5 mi SE of Canada
R.P. 142.496; Lat/Long: 48.98549 -95.95691
Roseau County

+LVWRU\
The Pine Creek Rest Area was constructed circa 1960 (memo, July 26, 1960, in property file, MnDOT Site
Development Unit). A photograph dating to November of 1964 shows a driveway leading east to a small,
square parking area on its south. Both the driveway and parking area appear unpaved. On the east side of
the parking area are two privies, and to its south are two picnic tables, all within an open, grassy area with
no plantings. The MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure indicates tables, toilets, and water as amenities at that
time. An undated, but later, index recorded the water source as a spring, and confirms that the driving
surfaces were paved by then.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Pine Creek Rest Area was surveyed in August of 2016. It is a topographically level site located
approximately three quarters of a mile northwest of the unincorporated community of Pinecreek, on the
east side of TH 89. It was historically a Class III rest area, but it is no longer maintained (Figure 337). The

FIGURE 337. PINE CREEK REST AREA, OVERVIEW, 2016, LOOKING EAST-SOUTHEAST
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privies and tables have been removed. The driveway and square parking area remain in their original layout,
though vegetation is growing within cracks in the pavement. Eight concrete parking stops are located along
the south edge of the parking area.

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.

3,1(*529(5(67$5($ %.&$5 
MN 34, 26.0 mi E of Detroit Lakes
R.P. 61.997; Lat/Long: 46.90957 -95.32899
Becker County

+LVWRU\
Aerial photographs dating to 1953 and 1965 demonstrate that the Pine Grove Rest Area was constructed
sometime between those two years. The MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure indicates that the rest area offered
picnic tables and toilets to travelers in that year.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Pine Grove Rest Area was surveyed in September of 2016. It is located approximately 12 miles west of
Park Rapids, within the Smoky Hills State Forest, on the north side of TH 34 and east side of Old Mill Road
at the intersection between the two roads. The topography of the surrounding area is variable, with
numerous low-lying wetlands interspersed with rolling hills. Historically a Class III rest area, it remains so at
present (Figures 338 and 339). The rest area can be accessed off either TH 34 or Old Mill Road, via a curving,
gravel drive with one end at each road. From TH 34, the drive extends north then curves west along a
gradual rise to the top of a low hill, where it meets the east edge of a large, gravel-surfaced, irregularly
shaped parking area. From the northwestern-most point of this parking area, the drive extends west out to
Old Mill Road.
North of where the drive meets the east edge of the gravel parking area is a single-stall, concrete-block
vault toilet building with an industrial metal door, and a wood, front-gabled roof clad in asphalt shingles.
It is set in a concrete slab. Just to its north is a wood sign case with a plastic fronted door. A gable above
the case holds a panel that reads “Forest Riders ATV Club.” South of where the drive extends from the
northwestern portion of the parking area are two combination picnic tables, having metal frames and wood
surfaces. As the name would suggest, groves of tall pines are present in both of these areas, as well as
south of where the drive meets the east edge of the gravel parking area, though some deciduous trees are
interspersed with these. The ground surface in these areas is mown grass.
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FIGURE 338. PINE GROVE REST AREA, OVERVIEW FROM TH 34, 2016, LOOKING NORTHWEST

FIGURE 339. PINE GROVE REST AREA, OVERVIEW, 2016, LOOKING SOUTHEAST
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(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.

3/2:9,//(:$<6,'( '2:$6 
MN 14, 1.5 mi E of Dodge Center
R.P. 72.407; Lat/Long: 44.03012 -92.8072
Dodge County

+LVWRU\
Photographs of the Plowville Wayside are undated but included with the 1964/1965 photographic index at
the Site Development Unit, indicating that it was established by that time. MnDOT retains no information
more specific as to its date of construction. The photographs show a level, grassy area, through which runs
a curving drive with pronounced, raised curbs lining both sides. A short walkway extends out from the
exterior of the drive to a lectern-type historical marker with adjoining bench seats. Behind the marker are
a few young coniferous trees. The MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure records the presence of a historical
marker, but no other amenities. The 1964/1965 photographs are included with the post-1975 index, which
indicates that the marker text commemorates Minnesota’s first National Soil Conservation District’s field
day and plow matches, held in 1952.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Plowville Wayside was surveyed in October of 2016. It is located approximately 1.5 miles east of Dodge
Center, on the north side of the former route of TH 14, which is now County State Aid Highway 34. It is
surrounded by farmland (Figure 340). Historically a Class IV wayside, it would be considered so at present,
but it is no longer on the trunk highway system. It is accessed via either end of the curving drive, which is
currently surfaced with bituminous pavement. Paving episodes have raised the surface of the drive to an
elevation flush with or above that of the curbing, which is visible in spots but is being overgrown with grass.
Mown grass is present to both the interior and exterior of the drive. Within the grass to the exterior of the
center point of the drive is a replacement historical marker with expanded text, installed in 1995, consisting
of a metal plaque on a metal post. The coniferous trees have been removed, and widely spaced deciduous
trees line the north edge of the wayside behind the marker and to the west.
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FIGURE 340. PLOWVILLE WAYSIDE, OVERVIEW FROM TH 14, 2016, LOOKING WEST-SOUTHWEST

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.

3200('(7(55(52$'6,'(3$5.,1*$5($ 6:02< 
US 12, 10.0 mi W of Danvers at Pomme de Terre River
R.P. 23.861; Lat/Long: 45.28383 -95.97874
Swift County
The Pomme de Terre Roadside Parking Area, constructed in 1935 and improved in 1960, was found not
eligible for listing in the National Register in 2016, due to a loss of integrity. The reader is directed to
Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties: 1950-1975, Historic Context and Evaluation Study.
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35$,5,(/$.(5(67$5($ 273(7 
US 59, 2.0 mi N of Pelican Rapids
R.P. 241.94; Lat/Long: 46.58714 -96.07245
Otter Tail County

+LVWRU\
An aerial photograph dating to July 31, 1963, shows that the Prairie Lake Rest Area was established
sometime prior to that date. MnDOT retains no information more specific as to its date of construction. As
of 1975, amenities included picnic tables, toilets, water, and a historical marker.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Prairie Lake Rest Area was surveyed in September of 2016. It is located just northeast of the Pelican
Rapids city limits, on the northwest side of TH 59 and the south/southeast shore of Prairie Lake. Historically
a Class III rest area, it is now a Class IV, because the toilets, and all other amenities, have been removed
(Figure 341). The generally level rest area is accessed via a short bituminous drive that extends northwest
off the highway and leads into an elongated, looping, gravel driveway, the southeast edge of which parallels
the highway at a distance of approximately 50 feet. Wood bollards line the southeast edge of the loop.
From the northeast end of the loop, a gravel driveway extends north to a concrete boat launch. The interior

FIGURE 341. PRAIRIE LAKE REST AREA, OVERVIEW FROM TH 59, 2016, LOOKING EAST-NORTHEAST
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of the loop is occupied by a wide gravel swath in the central majority, with grassy islands at each end. The
western island contains three deciduous trees.

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.

38*+2/(/$.(5(67$5($ ,&82* 
MN 38, 14.0 mi N of Grand Rapids
R.P. 13.417; Lat/Long: 47.41136 -93.59245
Itasca County

+LVWRU\
The property file at the MnDOT Site Development Unit contains documentation showing that plans for the
Pug Hole Lake Rest Area were submitted by Harold Olson to L. H. Miller, District Engineer, in the spring of
1959, but rejected by Miller as “too elaborate” and not in keeping with the scenery. Miller countered with
a “meandering roadway through the area . . . [with] no curb, guard rail or bituminous surfacing.” 16 The rest
area was constructed the following year, and it appears that Miller got his way, because a 1965 photograph
shows a looping, gravel driveway through the site with no curb or guardrail. A wayside and rest area
inventory conducted in 1965 lists two picnic tables and one toilet as amenities and indicates lake access,
meaning a boat launch. A 1969 memo from L. E. Foote to John S. Harrison (Area Maintenance Engineer,
Virginia) was hopeful for improvements to the boat launch and indicated that a well was to be installed.
The MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure shows tables, toilets, water, and boat launching as the site’s amenities.
During the late 1980s, the pit toilets were removed due to maintenance and vandalism issues.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Pug Hole Lake Rest Area was surveyed in August of 2016. It is located approximately eleven and a half
miles north of the Grand Rapids city limits, on the east side of TH 38. Historically a Class III rest area, it is
currently designated as a Class IV wayside (Figures 342 and 343). A gravel driveway extends east from the
highway then curves to run north as it heads downslope toward Pug Hole Lake, then curves again to the
northwest and loops around before meeting back at the original point of divergence. It conforms to the
natural gradual slope down to the lake. The island created by the loop is bisected by a short east-west
running drive that allows boaters room to maneuver their trailers and back the boat down to the gravel
boat launch on the east side of the loop. Mowed grass occupies the island, along with a single tree south
of the east-west running drive.

16

Memorandum, L. H. Miller to Harold Olson, July 8, 1959
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FIGURE 342. PUG HOLE LAKE REST AREA, VIEW DOWN DRIVE, 2016, LOOKING EAST

FIGURE 343. PUG HOLE LAKE REST AREA, VIEW OF LOWER LOOPS, 2016, LOOKING NORTH
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Located east off the northeastern part of the loop is a modern portable toilet. Approximately 50 feet to its
south, on the west side of the loop is a square concrete pad, centered within which is a short length of well
pipe, upon which presumably a hand pump once sat. Metal-framed interpretive markers supported by
metal legs are located on the northeast and northwest sides of the pad, providing information about birch
trees, which are present around the lake, and the region’s wildlife. The interpretive markers are not indicated
on the post-1975 index, and therefore are relatively recent. The signs, well base, and portable toilet are
within mown areas. The lower-elevation majority of the rest area affords unimpeded views of Pug Hole
Lake.

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.

5$<%(5*/81'0(025,$/:$<6,'( &.7)7 
MN 61, 3.5 mi N of Tofte
R.P. 86.574; Lat/Long: 47.609113 -90.769217
Cook County
The Ray Berglund Memorial Wayside, constructed circa 1953, was found not eligible for listing in the
National Register in 2016, due to a lack of significance. The reader is directed to Minnesota Trunk Highway
Roadside Properties: 1950-1975, Historic Context and Evaluation Study.

5(':,1*52$'6,'(3$5.,1*$5($ *'5:& 
MN 58, 0.6 mi S of Bush Street
R.P. 21.6; Lat/Long: 44.54620 -92.51551
Goodhue County
The Red Wing Roadside Parking Area, constructed in 1934-1935, was found not eligible for listing in the
National Register in 1998, due to a loss of integrity. The reader is directed to the inventory form prepared
by Gemini in that year.

5(':22'5,9(5:$<6,'( 5:+21 
MN 19, 3.0 mi E of Redwood Falls
R.P. 76.286; Lat/Long: 44.54361 -95.03532
Redwood County

+LVWRU\
A January 11, 1965, photograph on file at the Site Development Unit indicates that the Redwood River
Wayside was established prior to that date. MnDOT retains no information more specific as to its date of
construction. Picnic tables were the only amenity noted on the MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure.
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'HVFULSWLRQ
The Redwood River Wayside was surveyed in October of 2016. It is located approximately 1.7 miles east of
the Redwood Falls city limits, on the north side of TH 19. Historically a Class IV wayside, it remains so at
present. It consists of a trapezoidal, level, bituminous pull-off with no separation from the highway (Figure
344). Curbing lines its north edge, beyond which is a steep drop-off down to the Tiger Lake valley. The
lake is not visible due to the presence of numerous trees, but it may not have been historically either, given
its distance from the wayside.

FIGURE 344. REDWOOD RIVER WAYSIDE, OVERVIEW, 2016, LOOKING WEST-NORTHWEST

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.
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5(12635,1*52$'6,'(3$5.,1*$5($ +8-() 
MN 26, 2.5 mi N of Iowa border
R.P. 2.5; Lat/Long: 43.537026 -91.282346
Houston County
The Reno Spring Roadside Parking Area, constructed in 1950, was found not eligible for listing in the
National Register in 2016, due to a loss of integrity. The reader is directed to Minnesota Trunk Highway
Roadside Properties: 1950-1975, Historic Context and Evaluation Study.

526(&5((.5(67$5($ 0:526 
MN 56, Rose Creek N limits
R.P. 25.51; Lat/Long: 43.60609 -92.83386
Mower County

+LVWRU\
Site plans for the Rose Creek Rest Area are not held at the Site Development Unit, nor is a property file for
the property. An aerial photograph dating to 1954 demonstrates that the Rose Creek Rest Area was
developed prior to that year. MnDOT retains no information more specific as to its date of construction.
The 1954 aerial photograph shows a small, rectangular parking area which was accessed from TH 56 via a
driveway just long enough to allow for an island to separate the parking area from the highway, leading
due south into the east end of the lot. The east end of the lot was also at the end of a frontage road which
extended west from 3rd Street North. The area to the south of the parking area was heavily wooded, so a
pedestrian path appearing on the south side of the woods may have connected to the parking area, but it
was clearly connected to 4th Street SW and could just as easily have been unrelated to the wayside. A
standard photograph which is undated but included with the 1964/1965 photographic index at the Site
Development Unit depicts a gravel parking area lined with bollards on the south and west edges and a row
of shrubs on the north edge. A stand of trees is evident south of the south edge. A second image shows
an open, gable-roofed picnic shelter and a swing set within a grove of trees. The MHD’s 1961 roadside
development inventory records available water, three tables, two fireplaces, a refuse container, toilets, and
a flagpole for the site; however, it also notes that that the wayside is “adjacent to [a] City Park.” The MHD’s
1975 rest areas brochure indicates picnic tables, fireplaces, water, and toilets as amenities in that year. An
undated, but later, index recorded the same with details, noting the presence of a picnic shelter and flush
toilets, and that the water was city water. It additionally recorded playground equipment, and that the site
was maintained by the Village of Rose Creek.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Rose Creek Rest Area was surveyed in October of 2016. It is on the south side of TH 56 in the city of
Rose Creek. Its historical class designation is unknown, but it is currently considered a Class IV wayside.

Cumulative Study
Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties

Page 361

The short driveway extending south from TH 56 and the frontage road leading from 3rd Street North into
the parking area remain. The parking area is paved, but the surface is deteriorating (Figure 345). A hedge
of lilacs lines the north edge, and bollards, mainly of the angular concrete variety, the south and west edges.
The historical class designation is unknown because the amenities listed for the wayside in 1961 and
subsequent documentation were within the city park on the south side of the parking area, so the City was
making these provisions, rather than the MHD. The wayside as currently defined by MnDOT is limited to
the parking area. Whether the MHD had a hand in designing or constructing the park is unknown. Even
so, it does not currently reflect an MHD design. Most of the recreational elements, such as the baseball
diamond, volleyball court, hard-surfaced court, horseshoe pits, and playground equipment appear to be of
a relatively recent vintage, as does a large, elaborate, open-air pavilion, which holds approximately 20 picnic
tables and is used for community gatherings. It is unknown whether a small picnic shelter located in the
park is that depicted in the mid-1960s photograph, but if it is, it has been partially enclosed through the
addition of exterior wood-frame walls to the north and west sides.

A concrete-block, combination

concessions and restrooms building is located proximate to the baseball diamond. Given its concessions
function and association with the baseball diamond, it is unlikely to have been built by the MHD.

FIGURE 345. ROSE CREEK REST AREA, PARKING AREA, 2016, LOOKING EAST-NORTHEAST

(YDOXDWLRQ
Given the unclear relationship of the city park to the MHD and that the parking area is the only element
known to have been designed for the wayside, see evaluation statement.
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526($8 0,: 5(67$5($ 52-$' 
MN 11, 2.0 mi W of Roseau
R.P. 68.397; Lat/Long: 48.84803 -95.81774
Roseau County

+LVWRU\
The Roseau (2 mi W) Rest Area was constructed in 1969. Plans prepared by or under the direction of William
G. Mueller and dating to March of that year depict a driveway extending north from TH 11 and then looping
around to the west (Figure 346). Parking for trucks was located off the east side of the west leg of the loop,
and parking for cars located off the west side of the same. The plans additionally called for a MHD standard
vault-toilet building, bulletin board, and well west of the car parking area. All three amenity types, along
with picnic tables, were indicated on the MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure, but the tables and the information
board had been removed by the time of an undated, but later, index.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Roseau (2 mi W) Rest Area was surveyed in August of 2016. It is a topographically level site located
approximately 1.25 miles west of the Roseau city limits, on the north side of TH 11 (Figure 347). It was
historically and remains a Class II rest area. If the vehicle circulation system was built according to plan, it
has been altered. Today, a bituminous drive extends north to a rectangular parking area on its west side,
which does not include a loop or separated parking areas for cars and trucks (Figure 348). Concrete parking
stops are located along the north, west, and south edges of the parking area. Two closely spaced, parallel,
narrow bituminous walkways extend approximately 30 feet west from the parking area to the toilet building,
one leading to the men’s restroom and the other to the women’s. Bridging the two paths near the front of
the toilet building is a concrete-block privacy screen (Figure 349).
The toilet building is original and of the standard MHD vault-type variety, with concrete-block walls and a
“bonnet”-style roof with deep eaves. The upper portion of the roof features wood trim surrounding
plywood panels, and the lower portion is clad in asphalt shingles. The roof has metal coping.
Approximately 50 feet southeast of the parking area is the well with hand pump, and a modern playground
is located approximately 25 feet south of the parking area (Figures 350 and 351). The remainder of the rest
area is occupied by manicured lawn. The rest area is bordered on the north, west, and south by planted
rows of deciduous and coniferous trees, the majority of which are relatively recent additions, as they appear
quite young (Figure 352).
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FIGURE 346. ROSEAU (2 MI W), 1969 SITE PLAN
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FIGURE 347. ROSEAU (2 MI W) REST AREA, OVERVIEW, 2016, LOOKING NORTH-NORTHWEST

FIGURE 348. ROSEAU (2 MI W) REST AREA, PARKING AREA, 2016, LOOKING SOUTHEAST
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FIGURE 349. ROSEAU (2 MI W) REST AREA, TOILET BUILDING, 2016, LOOKING NORTHWEST

FIGURE 350. ROSEAU (2 MI W) REST AREA, HAND PUMP, 2016, LOOKING WEST-SOUTHWEST
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FIGURE 351. ROSEAU (2 MI W) REST AREA, PLAYGROUND, 2016, LOOKING SOUTHWEST

FIGURE 352. ROSEAU (2 MI W) TREES ALONG NORTH EDGE OF PARCEL, 2016, LOOKING EAST

Cumulative Study
Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties

Page 367

(YDOXDWLRQ
The Roseau (2 mi W) Rest Area is not among the earliest projects completed by the MHD, and was not a
federal relief project. Its design and construction did not influence subsequent roadside development, its
development or improvement did not fulfill a key transportation need beyond motorist respite and
recreation, and it does not reflect accommodation of an important shift in the pattern of highway travel;
therefore, it does not constitute a particularly important accomplishment of the MHD. It is not the result of
an organized, community-wide effort or campaign to obtain a roadside property for the welfare of the
community. The only recreational amenity is a playground installed after 1975. The rest area did not make
an unusually significant contribution to the recreational history of a community. It is not associated with an
important response to specific conservation challenges or to policies on the preservation of natural
resources, and it does not demonstrate a direct relationship to or influence of the Highway Beautification
Act, nor did it any influence the development of other roadside properties under the Act. It does not,
therefore, meet the evaluation criteria for significance under Criterion A.
The Roseau (2 mi W) Rest Area is not the work of a master landscape architect or architect, and as its simple
site design consists of a short, straight drive to a parking area, from which short, straight sidewalks lead to
a toilet building, all in a topographically level area without particularly scenic elements, it does not
demonstrate high artistic value. No elements of the site involve the innovative use or new application of
building engineering or structural systems, or of construction materials.
Beyond the sidewalks to the toilet building, this Class II rest area does not include separate pedestrian
pathways to segregate pedestrian and motorized traffic, and its vehicular circulation pattern, does not
reflect any meaningful attempt to separate vehicle traffic from the principal roadway. Safety features are
limited to the parking stops, which were not innovative for their time. While traveler amenities are present
in the toilet building and well, neither of these are outstanding or innovative in any respect. The property
does not contain any structures or objects that could express regional identity. Thus, the Roseau (2 mi W)
Rest Area does not reference the high national design standards for roadside properties built in the postWorld War II era. The rest area, therefore, does not meet the evaluation criteria for significance under
Criterion C.

5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ
Due to a lack of significance, the Roseau (2 mi W) Rest Area is not eligible for listing in the National Register.
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526(02817:(,*+67$7,21 '.(03 
MN 3, 2.5 mi S of Rosemount
R.P. 30.225; Lat/Long: 44.70148 -93.13703
Dakota County

+LVWRU\
Aerial photographs dating to 1937 and 1940 demonstrate that the Rosemount Weigh Station was
constructed sometime between those two years. The 1940 photograph shows a paved through drive on
the west side of TH 3. Extending west from the center of the drive, the pavement was expanded out to the
west in a rectangular plan, but with a semi-circular island in the east half of the rectangle. This semi-circle
was surfaced in grass, and a small building was located at its east edge, where the expanded pavement met
the drive. The building was the inspector’s station. The west half of the expanded pavement provided truck
parking, according to undated plans in the property file held at the Site Development Unit (Figure 353).
These plans were for proposed improvements to the weigh station, which would have created another
through drive west off the ends of the original one to serve automobile travelers. Off of this drive would
have been automobile parking, from where travelers could access planned amenities, including a vaulttoilet building, picnic shelters, and drinking water, using a proposed pedestrian pathway, but aerial
photographs dating to 1964, 1979, and 1991 show that the plans were never carried out. An undated
photograph shows the inspector’s station, and to its west, but east of the parking area, a privy (Figure 354).
The weigh station is not counted in the MHD’s 1961 inventory of roadside developments; however, it
appears on the MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure, which indicates the availability of picnic tables and toilets
for motorists in that year.
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FIGURE 353. ROSEMOUNT WEIGH STATION, UNDATED SITE PLAN
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FIGURE 354. ROSEMOUNT WEIGH STATION, LOOKING NORTH, UNDATED

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Rosemount Weigh Station was surveyed in October of 2016. It is located approximately one mile south
of the Rosemount city limits on the west side of TH 3 within a level, largely agricultural setting (Figure 355).
Historically a weigh station and ostensibly a Class III rest area, it no longer functions in either capacity and
does not appear to be maintained. The bituminous surfacing remains in place, but it is deteriorating.
Paralleling the west edge of the truck parking area is a line of dense, shrubby vegetation, within which a
line of logs are present (Figure 356). Their function is unclear, given that the logs are approximately 25 feet
beyond the bituminous and therefore would not have formed a curb. Plantings including clusters of
coniferous trees, and a widely spaced row of deciduous trees (see Figure 355). The inspector’s station, privy,
and tables have been removed.
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FIGURE 355. ROSEMOUNT WEIGH STATION, OVERVIEW, 2016, LOOKING SOUTH-SOUTHWEST

FIGURE 356. ROSEMOUNT WEIGH STATION, AREA OF SHRUBS CONTAINING LINE OF LOGS, 2016, LOOKING SOUTHSOUTHWEST
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(YDOXDWLRQ
The Rosemount Weigh Station is an unusual roadside property in that it was not constructed to be a wayside
for motorist rest or recreation, but rather a weigh station for truck vehicle inspections, which later allowed
the former function in addition to the latter. It therefore would be evaluated based on the period during
which it existed as a wayside, presumably beginning between 1961, when it was not counted among the
MHD’s waysides, and 1975, when it was. Its definition as such appears to have been constituted through
the addition of a privy and picnic tables to the existing weigh station, and not through an intentional design.
The simple act of adding these elements would not meet any of the evaluation criteria for significance under
either Criterion A or Criterion C.

5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ
Due to a lack of significance, the Rosemount Weigh Station is not eligible for listing in the National Register.

5281'/$.(5(67$5($ 27'25 
MN 108, 3.0 mi W of Dent
R.P. 28.276; Lat/Long: 46.55630 -95.78674
Otter Tail County

+LVWRU\
The Round Lake Rest Area was constructed prior to 1975. MnDOT retains no information more specific as
to its construction date. The MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure indicates picnic tables, toilets, and a boat
launch as the amenities at that time. An undated, but later, index recorded the same, along with fireplaces,
at the site.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Round Lake Rest Area was surveyed in September of 2016. It is located approximately three miles west
of Dent, on the south side of TH 108 and the north shore of Round Lake. Historically a Class III rest area, it
remains so at present (Figure 357). A short, bituminous turn-off leads directly into a small, rectangular,
level, bituminous parking area, lined on the south edge and the south portion of the east edge with
contiguous, individual concrete parking curbs. The exception to these on the south edge is due to the
extension of a drive south to a concrete boat launch. Two oak trees are located on the south side of the
south curbs. A line of boulders extends along the east edge of the parking area, east of the curbs where
these are present, and continues along the east edge of the drive down to the boat launch. Beyond the
boulders to the east is a slightly undulating, manicured grassy area, with widely spaced, east-west rows of
oak trees. This area is likely the former picnic area, but the tables have been removed. Beyond this area,
on the east, the edge of the property is defined by a fence of wood posts with wire fencing.
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