influenced subsequent roadside development practice or projects, that it fulfilled a key transportationrelated need beyond motorist respite, or that it reflects accommodation of an important shift in the pattern
of highway travel. It has not been confirmed to be a federal relief project, and even if it was, its construction
does not stand out in the effort to remedy the Depression, nor is it likely to be associated with an important
component of a federal relief program. The overlook is not the result of an organized, community-wide
effort or campaign to obtain a roadside property. It does not include a well-rounded complement of
recreational amenities, and it did not set important standards for overlooks along the Minnesota trunk
highway system, nor did it make an unusually significant contribution to a local community. It therefore
does not meet Criterion A.
Although the wayside is the work of a recognized designer, Arthur Nichols, this modest overlook with
minimal landscaping does not represent an important achievement in his career, even when compared only
with his work for the MHD. While his tenure with the MHD was an important phase in his career, the Granite
Falls Overlook is not a particularly strong or important demonstration of the work he carried out during this
phase, particularly when other properties he designed within this context are considered. Construction of
the overlook did not involve the innovative use or new application of construction materials. The property’s
design and construction do not demonstrate the innovative use or new application of engineering or
structural systems, or of construction materials.
The Granite Falls Overlook does not present an outstanding expression of the aesthetic ideals of the late
1930s with reference to national trends, standards, and design principles. Although it emphasizes the view
of the Minnesota River, the site design did not achieve this view in a skillful or otherwise noteworthy fashion.
The wayside does not present a particularly strong example of integration with the surrounding landscape.
Although the overlook wall avoids rigid lines, uses local stone, and exhibits a degree of craftsmanship, its
limited horizontal and vertical scale renders it a rather mundane example, particularly when compared to
such overlook walls as the grandly constructed one at the Gooseberry Falls Concourse, or even its arguably
more intricate pedestrian counterpart at the Pine-Hickory Lakes Roadside Parking Area, not to mention
many other non-roadside development buildings and structures of the era. Due to the combination of
these conditions, the wayside does not rise to the level of outstanding expression or strong representation
of the era’s aesthetic ideals or, by extension, the National Park Service Rustic style. The Granite Falls
Overlook therefore does not meet Criterion C.

5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ
Based on a lack of significance, the Granite Falls Overlook is not eligible for listing in the National Register.
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+$16(//$.(5(67$5($ 27780 
I-94, 0.4 mi SE of Jct TH 59
R.P. 68.84; Lat/Long: 46.13237 -95.92182
Otter Tail County

+LVWRU\
The Hansel Lake Rest Area site was graded, surfaced, partially landscaped, and opened for use as a wayside
rest in 1965, with the knowledge that it would eventually be a Class I rest area (MHD 1965:3). Plans for the
remaining development and construction were approved in April of 1968 (Figure 166). William G. Mueller
signed the plans cover sheet as engineer. The field for the head of the design squad on the plans cover
sheet is blank. Designs for the toilet building and picnic shelters were commissioned from Virgil E. Siddens,
Inc., of St. Cloud, whose plans date to February of 1968. In addition to the Hansel Lake site, the Siddens
firm was commissioned by the MHD to design the structures for the Oak Lake Rest Area, located on TH 2,
and five other rest areas along Interstate 94: Burgen Lake, Elm Creek [Rice Lake], Lake Iverson, Lake Latoka,
and the Moorhead Travel Information Center. All were developed between 1968 and 1975.
The architectural designs were drawn up by Siddens himself, as indicated by his initials, and the concepts
for the toilet buildings and picnic shelters were replicated at Burgen Lake, Hansel Lake, Iverson Lake, Lake
Latoka, and Oak Lake. The toilet building for these rest areas according to Siddens’ design is in the
Funk/Revival style (Figure 167). It is one story in height and square in plan, with the exception of a slight
projection on the façade for a centered entry vestibule. The walls of the building are constructed of concrete
block faced on the exterior with variegated red to brown brick. The reverse mansard roof is clad in asphalt
and gravel on the shallow, hipped portion and clad in metal on the raised cap. The latter portion holds a
vent on the rear elevation. Detached from and to the exterior of the deep eaves at each of the four corners
is a rectangular pier constructed of concrete block with brick veneer and a concrete cap. Exaggerated wood
rafters extend from the roof and rest on the piers via metal anchors. Additional pronounced exposed rafter
ends, which stop at the edge of the roof, are regularly spaced between these on all elevations. A service
entrance is located on the rear elevation, which is not fenestrated.
Slight differences in the design occurred between the earliest two designs, for Lake Latoka and Hansel Lake,
and those which came subsequently. In the earliest two, the vestibule incorporates two glass curtain walls
that begin flush with the building and extend out from it, angling to a point at the center. Each wall contains
a centered, single panel door with one sidelight flanking each side, and a transom window running above
all three elements. For the subsequent designs, the angled, glass vestibule is abandoned for a rectangularplan, brick-faced vestibule. On the façade, the brick-faced vestibule incorporates a full-height replacement
window at each end, and between them, a repeating, geometric pattern created through projecting brick.
An entrance is on each side of the vestibule perpendicular to the façade. The other difference was in the
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FIGURE 166. HANSEL LAKE REST AREA, 1968 SITE PLAN
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FIGURE 167. HANSEL LAKE REST AREA, TOILET BUILDING, CIRCA 1969

fenestration. At Lake Latoka and Hansel Lake, six regularly spaced clerestory windows are on the side
elevations. At the later rest areas, the side elevations are occupied by four regularly spaced, nearly fullheight windows set within deep brick frames.
The design of the picnic shelters for these five rest areas is the same and mimics the style of the toilet
building. Rectangular in plan, the shelter provides space for two precast-concrete picnic tables set into a
concrete slab. The reverse mansard roof is clad in asphalt and gravel on the shallow, hipped portion and
clad in metal on the raised cap. The corner rafters are supported by brick-faced posts connected by metal
anchors. Screens are Plexiglas with wood battens.
Construction of the Hansel Lake Rest Area according to the 1968 plans began in the same year and was
completed in December or shortly thereafter. It was sited approximately 0.15 mile east of Hansel Lake and
one quarter-mile east of Clear Lake.
As with nearly all interstate rest areas, the original design provides for off- and on-ramps from and to the
highway and associated driveways with sufficient length to allow for safe deceleration and acceleration. It
accommodates the requirement for separate parking areas for truck and automobile traffic. The toilet
building is situated in the island between the two lots. Pedestrian circulation is limited to sidewalks in the
vicinity of the parking areas. The design additionally includes a concrete terrace primarily on the entry side
of the toilet building.
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The site previously had been in agricultural fields. No grading/contouring plans are available to illustrate
topographic modifications, though these were likely minimal. The planting plan calls for 92 wineleaf
potentilla, 31 Marshall seedless ash, 24 common hackberry, 23 Russian olive, 20 hopa crabapple, 4 amur
maple, and 1 shadblow serviceberry. Tree placement is largely linear around the built elements at the site.
The plan shows clusters of green ash, scotch pine, and Russian olive beyond these elements to the east.
The MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure indicates picnic tables, toilets, water, telephones, information, and
facilities for the physically disabled as amenities in that year. The post-1975 index recorded the same. No
major renovations or reconstruction efforts have occurred at the Hansel Lake Rest Area since it was built.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Hansel Lake Rest Area was surveyed in September of 2016. It is located approximately 11.5 miles
southeast of Fergus Falls. It is on the east side of and serves westbound Interstate 94, which runs northsouth past the rest area (Figure 168).

Although the area surrounding the rest area features rolling

topography, the topography of the west portion of the site, which contains the built elements, is flat.
Beyond these elements to the east is an abrupt rise, suggesting that material from the grading of the west
portion may have been deposited in and built up the east portion. The rest area offers pleasant, but not
particularly noteworthy scenery, consisting of rural/agricultural land and the woods on the east shore of
Hansel Lake. The woods, however, block the view of the lake, which is in a low basin located beyond the
west side of Interstate 94 eastbound, approximately 0.15 mile distant from the rest area.
The site is accessed from the south, where an off-ramp leads into an access drive. The access drive extends
approximately 0.15 mile before reaching a fork, both branches of which extend generally north. The east
branch leads to the extended angle-parking area for trucks, also used by campers/trailers, and the west
branch to the angle-parking area for automobiles, which runs along the east side of the drive (Figures 169
and 170). Beyond the automobile parking area, the drive runs north for roughly 300 feet, then merges with
the drive extending north-northwest from the truck parking area. From that point, a single drive/on-ramp
provides approximately 0.15 mile for vehicles to accelerate as they re-enter the interstate. Replacement,
LED light standards are in use for the vehicular areas of the site, but retain the “cobra” form present
historically.
The irregularly shaped grassy island formed between the parking areas and access drives is lined by concrete
curbing (Figure 171). It includes two rows of trees to the north of the toilet building/east of the automobile
parking area, and a single line of crabapple trees along the west edge of the truck parking area as indicated
in the plan, although some of the crabapple trees are younger replacements. The plan shows four existing
paper birch trees to be retained in the north part of the island; three, either original or replacements, are
present now.
Sidewalks are located within the island as depicted in the plan. One wraps around the majority of the north
and west edges of the truck parking area, and another extends north from that on the north edge to the

Cumulative Study
Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties

Page 178

FIGURE 168. HANSEL LAKE REST AREA, AERIAL OVERVIEW
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FIGURE 169. HANSEL LAKE REST AREA, TRUCK PARKING, 2016, LOOKING NORTH

FIGURE 170. HANSEL LAKE REST AREA, AUTOMOBILE PARKING, 2016, LOOKING SOUTH
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FIGURE 171. HANSEL LAKE REST AREA, VIEW OF ISLAND NEAR AUTOMOBILE PARKING, 2016, LOOKING SOUTH

terrace in front of the toilet building. Another runs along the east edge of the automobile parking area,
meeting up with the terrace on its south end. No other pedestrian walkways or paths are present at the
site. The glass globe lights that illuminated the sidewalk along the automobile parking area have been
replaced by LED standards that are closer to a lantern style.
Adjacent to the east edge of the sidewalk at the south end of the automobile parking area is a concrete
pad, upon which a vending machine has been placed (Figure 172). The machine is sheltered by a roof,
supported by two metal posts embedded in the concrete, which also mimics the toilet building, in that it is
hipped with a raised metal cap. The vending machine and its shelter were installed sometime after 1968.
The angled glass curtain walls on the façade (west elevation) of the toilet building have been replaced by a
centered, rectangular-plan, brick-faced vestibule (Figure 173). Entrances are provided on the north and
south sides of the vestibule through metal-framed glass doors. The west wall of the vestibule has a narrow,
nearly full-height window near each end. The asphalt and gravel cladding on the shallow portion of the
roof has been replaced with asphalt shingles. The clerestory windows have been replaced within the original
openings.
The concrete, at-grade terrace is adjacent to the west side of the toilet building (Figure 174). Inset within
the south half of the terrace is a low, rectangular area for plantings, containing a birch tree and hostas, with
concrete benches flanking it on the north and south. Two additional concrete benches are located on the
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FIGURE 172. HANSEL LAKE REST AREA, SHELTERED VENDING MACHINE, 2016, LOOKING EAST

FIGURE 173. HANSEL LAKE REST AREA, TOILET BUILDING, 2016, LOOKING SOUTHEAST
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FIGURE 174. HANSEL LAKE REST AREA, TERRACE IN FRONT OF TOILET BUILDING, 2016, LOOKING EAST

north edge of the terrace. An additional, wedge-shaped, concrete-surfaced area adjacent to the west side
of the terrace accommodates a sidewalk ramp on its north and holds two flagpoles just inside its south
edge.
The picnic shelters are largely unaltered, although like the toilet building, the asphalt and gravel roof
cladding has been replaced by asphalt shingles (Figure 175). South of the picnic shelters, evenly staggered
within the two rows of trees mentioned above, are four open picnic tables of the same type found in the
shelters, embedded in concrete pads (see Figure 171). Between but east of the two eastern picnic tables
and the east row of trees is a capped well, set in a concrete slab (Figure 176). Between the two rows of trees
near the north and south ends of the expanse are two small, circular metal tables, one red and one yellow.
Three additional open picnic tables are in a row down the center of the expanse of the island between the
truck parking area and the west leg of the access road. Also embedded in concrete pads, these incorporate
metal-post legs, concrete tabletops, and wood seats.
On the east side of the truck parking area are a fenced-in propane tank, which was called for in the 1968
plan, and to its south, a modern, small, gable-roofed storage building (see Figure 169). The truck parking
area and the access roads are illuminated by cobra-style lights.
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FIGURE 175. HANSEL LAKE REST AREA, PICNIC SHELTER, 2016, LOOKING NORTH

FIGURE 176. HANSEL LAKE REST AREA, WELL, 2016, LOOKING EAST
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The plantings that remain are largely in keeping with the original plan, with single rows of regularly spaced
deciduous trees lining the west edge of the access road to the north and south of the automobile parking
area, and the east edge of the east leg of the access road and truck parking area; and clusters of various
deciduous and coniferous trees to the east of the latter row.

(YDOXDWLRQ
The Hansel Lake Rest Area is significant under Criterion A in the area of transportation as a reflection of the
shift to interstate travel and the accommodation of the attendant growth in both tourist and truck traffic.
It is the first rest area, in a “pair” with the Lake Latoka Rest Area, to be constructed on any of Minnesota’s
interstates, and the first to incorporate the complement of design elements, particularly with regard to
safety, that would characterize all Class I rest areas to follow on both the interstates and standard trunk
highways.
The toilet building and picnic shelters were designed by an architectural firm, Virgil E. Siddens, Inc., but they
do not represent the important work of a master. The site design of this early Class I rest area is not
particularly complex, with the vehicle circulation pattern consisting essentially of a road branching to two
parking areas and then re-merging, and with no pedestrian circulation other than sidewalks intended to
access the toilet building from the parking area. The site does not offer any noteworthy scenic qualities to
which to direct users, nor does it contain any objects that could strongly express aesthetic ideals. While
Siddens’ building design reflects a contemporary modernism aesthetic, it has been altered by the
replacement of the glass curtain walls with the entry vestibule. Similar, more intact examples of his work
exist at the Burgen and Oak Lake rest areas and serve as better representatives of the Funk/Revival style.
The property does not incorporate the innovative use or new application of building engineering or
structural systems, or of construction materials. It is therefore not significant under Criterion C.
Although the Hansel Lake Rest Area has not undergone any major renovations to date, and therefore would
likely retain enough integrity in all aspects to convey its significance under Criterion A, it is slated for
demolition in 2026. A new rest area will be constructed on I-94 outside of Fergus Falls to serve the area
currently served by the Hansel Lake Rest Area and formerly served by the Lake Iverson Rest Area, which has
already been demolished.

5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ
Although the Hansel Lake Rest Area is likely eligible for listing in the National Register, it is slated for
demolition.
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+(:,7752$'6,'(3$5.,1*$5($ 72+(: 
US 71, Jct MN 210
R.P. 216; Lat/Long: 46.32479 -95.09300
Todd County
The Hewitt Roadside Parking Area, constructed in 1936, was found not eligible for listing in the National
Register in 2004 due to a loss of integrity. The reader is directed to the inventory form prepared by Gemini
in that year.

+,*+)25(675(67$5($ 0:3/( 
I-90, 5.6 mi SW of Stewartville
R.P. 202.45; Lat/Long: 43.81045 -92.58084
Mower County
The High Forest Rest Area, a Class I facility constructed circa 1970, was rehabilitated in 1991 and 2014,
including the substantial remodeling of the toilet building. It therefore was not subject to survey, and it is
not eligible for listing in the National Register, due to a loss of integrity.

+,//&,7<5(67$5($ $.+/& 
MN 200, 0.5 mi E of Hill City
R.P. 190.762; Lat/Long: 46.98742 -93.58808
Aitkin County

+LVWRU\
The Hill City Rest Area was constructed prior to 1975. MnDOT retains no information more specific as to
its construction date. The MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure indicates picnic tables, toilets, and a boat launch
as the amenities at that time.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Hill City Rest Area was surveyed in August of 2016. It is located approximately one half-mile east of
Hill City and south of TH 200 near the location where a bridge carries the highway between the northern
and southern portions of Hill Lake. Historically a Class III rest area, it is now designated as a Class IV wayside
(Figure 177). The rest area is not directly accessed off of TH 200. Rather, one must drive east approximately
175 feet past the bridge, then turn south onto Dropps Acres Road and drive 250 feet to the gravel driveway
for the rest area, on the west side of Dropps Acres Road. The driveway curves southwest and then south
approximately 175 feet down a gradual slope toward Hill Lake, then expands into a gravel turnaround within
a generally level area. This route represents a change from the historical circulation system, as a 1975 aerial
photograph shows that Dropps Acres Road used to turn south directly off the east end of the bridge and
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FIGURE 177. HILL CITY REST AREA, OVERVIEW, 2016, LOOKING SOUTH-SOUTHWEST

run southeast along the lakeshore before turning due east, and that the rest area turnaround was located
directly off this curve. The turnaround, at present, incorporates two small, circular grassy islands, the
northern one of which contains a shrub and an extremely young tree. At the south end of the turnaround,
the gravel extends west to a concrete boat launch. The south and east portions of the turnaround are
bordered by areas of mowed grass backgrounded by trees, with a modern privy to the south of the
turnaround and a wooden picnic table to the east. Off the east side north end of the turnaround, a dirt
path leads east to an ATV trail.

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.

+,//&,7< 5,9(5 5(67$5($ $.+/. 
MN 169, 0.5 mi S of Hill City
R.P. 286.461; Lat/Long: 46.97849 -93.60409
Aitkin County

+LVWRU\
Based on a dated photograph held at the Site Development Unit, the Hill City (River) Rest Area was
constructed prior to November 24, 1964. MnDOT retains no information more specific as to its construction.
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The photograph dating to 1964 shows a short pull-off off the west side of TH 169 into a square, paved
parking area with curbing along the north edge and picnic tables in grassy areas on at least the north and
west sides. Trees near the picnic tables may have been planted or the result of selective retention. The
MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure indicates tables, toilets, and fireplaces as amenities at that time.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Hill City (River) Rest Area was surveyed in August of 2016. It is located approximately one half-mile
south of Hill City on the west side of TH 169, where it can currently still be accessed via a short pull-off.
Historically a Class III facility, this rest area is no longer in use (Figure 178). Although bituminous surfacing
is present, it is deteriorating, and encroaching vegetation masks its formerly square plan. Similarly, although
the curbing remains on its north side, it is overgrown with tall grasses.

FIGURE 178. HILL CITY (RIVER) REST AREA, OVERVIEW FROM TH 169, 2016, LOOKING WEST


(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.
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+,1&./(< 0,( :$<6,'( 31%$5 
MN 48, 5.0 mi E of Hinckley
R.P. 4.401; Lat/Long: 46.01075 -92.84082
Pine County

+LVWRU\
The Hinckley (5 mi E) Wayside was constructed prior to 1975. MnDOT retains no information more specific
as to its date of construction. Tables and boat launching are noted as traveler amenities on the MHD’s 1975
rest areas brochure.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Hinckley (5 mi E) Wayside was surveyed in September of 2016. It is located on the south side of TH 48
and on the west side of the Kettle River. Historically a Class IV wayside, it is now maintained by the DNR as
the Kettle River - Hwy 48 Public Water Access (Figure 179). The site is accessed by turning south onto a
bituminous driveway and then almost immediately turning east to follow one branch that extends to the
boat launch, which was covered by high water and sediment at the time of the survey. Approximately
midway along this branch, the bituminous expands out on the south to form a semi-elliptical parking area.
The site is generally level, with only a slight descent down to the river at the east end of the drive. The

FIGURE 179. HINCKLEY (5 MI E) WAYSIDE, OVERVIEW, 2016, LOOKING EAST-SOUTHEAST
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picnic tables have been removed. If one continues south along the bituminous driveway from the highway
instead of turning east toward the boat launch, they will reach the entrance to a campground. No evidence
was found to suggest that the campground was affiliated with the MHD development of the site.

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.

,1'(3(1'(1&(5(67$5($ 6/1:, 
US 53, at MN 33
R.P. 19.601; Lat/Long: 46.96024 -92.46147
St. Louis County
The Independence Rest Area, a Class II facility constructed circa 1972, was fully redesigned in 1999-2000,
including the replacement of the toilet building. It therefore was not subject to survey, and it is not eligible
for listing in the National Register, due to a loss of integrity.

,6/(5(67$5($ 0/($6 
MN 47, 1.0 mi N of Isle
R.P. 90.9; Lat/Long: 46.16453 -93.47015
Mille Lacs County

+LVWRU\
A photograph of the Isle Rest Area held at the Site Development Unit and dated November 30, 1964,
indicates that the Isle Rest Area was constructed prior to that date. MnDOT retains no information more
specific as to its date of construction. The 1964 photograph was taken during snow cover, but bollards are
evident lining the edges of the driveway, and a guardrail is evident at the west end. Near and north of the
guardrail is a picnic table. The MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure indicates picnic tables and toilets as
amenities during that year. These were also recorded in an undated, but later index, along with a council
ring.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Isle Rest Area was surveyed in August of 2016. It is located approximately three quarters of a mile north
of the Isle city limits, on the west side of present-day TH 47, and west of the previous route of TH 47 (now
Vista Road). Historically a Class III rest area, it is now a Class IV wayside because the toilets have been
removed (Figure 180). The site is accessed via a driveway that extends west from TH 47, crosses Vista Road,
and terminates in a square, paved parking area. The bollards along the driveway have been removed. The
site is generally level, and is elevated slightly above the east shore of Mille Lacs Lake. The parking area is
lined with continuous concrete curbing on its north and west sides. A couple of feet beyond it, the west
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FIGURE 180. ISLE REST AREA, OVERVIEW, 2016, LOOKING WEST

curbing is paralleled by a metal guardrail, which serves to protect visitors from the drop-off to the lake
below. An expansive, scenic view of the lake can be obtained from the west edge of the rest area along the
guardrail, so it functions somewhat as an informal overlook. South of the southwest corner of the parking
area is a small plot of mown grass containing a semi-circular concrete slab. The front (east) half of a granite,
lectern-type geological marker extends partially into the slab on its straight edge. The marker has a
concrete top, into which a metal plaque is mounted, and it explains the geology of the Lake Mille Lacs
region. The plaque appears modern, and the geological marker was not noted in the post-1975 index, so
the marker is a relatively recent addition to the wayside. At the time of the survey, the granite was covered
in graffiti. The council ring and picnic tables have been removed.

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.
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-$&.),6+%$<5(67$5($ .&82* 
MN 11, 7.0 mi E of International Falls
R.P. 204.455; Lat/Long: 48.60093 -93.26531
Koochiching County

+LVWRU\
A 1940 aerial photograph suggests that some version of the Jackfish Bay Rest Area may have existed as
early as that year, as a turnoff into a cleared area is evident in its location. That it was constructed at least
by 1975 is evident from its presence on the MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure, which indicates picnic tables
and toilets as amenities in that year. MnDOT retains no information more specific as to its date of
construction.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Jackfish Bay Rest Area was surveyed in August of 2016. It is located on the north side of TH 11, roughly
two miles east of Ranier, near the south shore of Jackfish Bay. Historically a Class III rest area, it is now a
Class IV wayside as the toilets have been removed (Figures 181 and 182).
Approximately 50 feet west of the entrance to the rest area, a bridge carries TH 11 over an artificially created
narrowing of the bay. The entrance consists of a short, wide bituminous drive which extends north from

FIGURE 181. JACKFISH BAY REST AREA, OVERVIEW FROM TH 11, 2016, LOOKING NORTHEAST
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FIGURE 182. JACKFISH BAY REST AREA, OVERVIEW, 2016, LOOKING SOUTH

the highway. Metal guardrail has been installed approximately 12 feet in from the west edge of the
driveway.

This guardrail extends south to the highway, then curves to the west and parallels it for

approximately 260 feet. The guardrail serves to separate pedestrians from automobile traffic as they walk
from the rest area and along the highway to the pedestrian component of the bridge over the bay, which
provides a scenic view. The guardrail and bridge with pedestrian component were constructed circa 2012.
At the north end of the driveway is a wide expanse of irregularly shaped pavement, which resolves into a
rectangular-plan parking area in the east approximately half of its footprint. From the northwestern-most
point of the expanse, a paved pedestrian path extends north and then continues in a meandering fashion,
following the gently rising natural topography of the site to the east until it meets up with County Road
103. Wood posts are spaced along both ends of the path in perpendicular fashion to prevent automobiles
from entering. Another paved pedestrian path meanders east from and generally parallels County Road
103 for approximately one mile then turns south, ending at a random point on TH 11. It is unclear how or
if this eastern path relates to the wayside. The picnic tables have been removed.

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.
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-$63(53($.:$<6,'( 6/%5( 
MN 1, 0.5 mi E of Soudan
R.P. 266; Lat/Long: 47.81680 -92.21325
St. Louis County

+LVWRU\
The Jasper Peak Wayside was constructed prior to 1969, as it appears on a USGS topographical map dating
to that year. MnDOT retains no information more specific as to its date of construction. Picnic tables and
fireplaces were listed as amenities in the MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Jasper Peak Wayside was surveyed in September of 2016. It is located on the south side of TH 1/169,
a little over one half-mile east of Soudan. Historically a Class IV wayside, it is no longer maintained (Figure
183). It is accessed via one of two turnoffs from the highway, which constitute either end of an elongatedU-shaped bituminous driveway that extends through the wayside. The driveway, which conforms to the
generally level topography of the wayside, is no longer maintained and is deteriorating. A two-track, northsouth, mostly gravel driveway bisects the rest area, connecting the bituminous driveway to the highway. It
is not known whether the two-track was intentional or created through repeated vehicle traffic. About 30
feet east of the driveway is a deteriorated stone fireplace (Figure 184). No other indications of fireplaces

FIGURE 183. JASPER PEAK WAYSIDE, BITUMINOUS DRIVE, 2016, LOOKING WEST
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FIGURE 184. JASPER PEAK WAYSIDE, FIREPLACE REMNANT, 2016, LOOKING SOUTH
were observed, and the picnic tables have been removed. The wayside takes advantage of the naturally
occurring woods within which it is located, and does not appear to incorporate any plantings.

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.

-25'$1:$<6,'( 6&-5& 
MN 21, in Jordan
R.P. 35.254; Lat/Long: 44.65912 -93.62786
Scott County

+LVWRU\
Aerial photographs demonstrate that the Jordan Wayside was developed sometime between 1951 and
1964. The 1964 photograph shows a bituminous driveway coming off the east side of TH 21 and heading
north to a rectangular parking area. The driveway and parking area are surrounded by grass, beyond which
to the east and south are dense trees. A standard photograph from the mid 1960s held at the MnDOT Site
Development Unit shows that the east side of the drive was lined with wood bollards, as were the north,
south, and west edges of the parking area. It also shows the rest area at a substantially lower elevation than
the highway. The MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure indicates picnic tables and fireplaces as amenities in that
year.
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'HVFULSWLRQ
The Jordan Wayside was surveyed in October of 2016. It is located on the east side of TH 21, and on the
north bank of Sand Creek in Jordan. A Union Pacific line runs diagonally on the east side of but at a lower
elevation than the wayside, from Sand Creek northwest toward TH 21. Bridges over Sand Creek and the
railroad line are the reason for the higher elevation of the highway in relation to the wayside. Historically a
Class IV wayside, the Jordan Wayside remains so at present (Figure 185). The wayside retains its original
configuration, with the driveway and parking area unaltered, and bollards in place on the north, south, and
west edges of the parking area. The east edge of the parking area is lined by a continuous concrete curb,
which is overgrown by grass in places. West of the parking area in a small, grassy plot is a picnic table set,
with metal legs and plastic composite surfaces, which is clearly not intended for permanence. Beyond the
grassy plot to the west and north are dense trees and vegetation not present in 1964 but which provide
visual separation from the highway. South of the parking area is a large, grassy expanse. At its south end
are apparently planted conifers; otherwise, vegetation appears to be naturally occurring along, and blocks
views of the creek and the railroad.

FIGURE 185. JORDAN WAYSIDE, OVERVIEW, 2016, LOOKING NORTH-NORTHEAST

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.
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.(//2**5(67$5($ :%*51 
US 61, at Kellogg
R.P. 54.597; Lat/Long: 44.30784 -92.00747
Wabasha County

+LVWRU\
The establishment of the Kellogg Rest Area was initiated in March of 1970 with a letter to the MHD from
the parents of Peter Heins, who was killed in a farming accident the previous year at the age of 15. Mr. and
Mrs. Heins wished to use the $500 they received in memorials to contribute to the establishment of a
wayside in memory of Peter, suggesting a tract of land at the intersection of County Road 18 and TH 61
that the state had previously purchased from Peter’s grandfather, and proposing that they would erect a
shelter, tables, and toilets to the MHD’s specifications with the assistance of the Isaac Walton League,
Kellogg Sportsmans Club, and Kellogg Legion Post. The MHD determined that the site was a viable one,
particularly as TH 61 was being reconstructed in a new location that would eliminate access to wayside rests
along old TH 61 in Kellogg and Wabasha. It should be noted that observations made on the site included
the statement, “Development at this location could have some historical significance since it contains an
Indian burial mound and is believed to have been a former Indian village site.” 3 An initial site concept was
developed by January of 1971, which included five parking spaces, picnic tables, and a five-foot-wide gravel
path to be constructed by MHD maintenance and a picnic shelter for two tables to be constructed by local
participants. A final plan was approved the following January, and clearing of selected trees and brush at
the site began in April of 1972. It was at this time that locations for the vault-toilet building, to be
constructed by the MHD, were considered. Documentation in the property file indicates a goal date of July
1, 1972, for the opening of the rest area, and presumably it was completed by then or shortly thereafter.
The MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure indicates picnic tables and toilets as amenities in that year.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Kellogg Rest Area was surveyed in October of 2016. Historically a Class III rest area, is now designated
as a Class IV wayside, because the toilet building has been removed (Figure 186). The rest area is located
west of TH 61, opposite the city of Kellogg, and it is not accessible directly from the highway. Rather, one
must turn west on to County Road 18, and either drive directly ahead to reach the southwest end of the
drive through the site, or drive a shorter distance ahead, and turn north on to a gravel frontage road (Lark
Lane) to reach the northeast end of the drive through the site. The elevation rises gradually as one travels
west on County Road 18, bringing drivers who opt for the southwest end of the drive to the top of a high
hill with broad views of the city of Kellogg and, in the distance, the bluffs of the Mississippi River. From that

3

Memorandum, K. L. Heim, Project Highway Technician, to A. J. Paulson, District Right of Way Engineer, dated September 17,
1970
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FIGURE 186. KELLOGG REST AREA, OVERVIEW, 2016, LOOKING NORTHEAST

point, it is approximately 200 feet northeast to the southwest end of the parking area, which is roughly
semi-elliptical in plan and surfaced in bituminous pavement. The drive continues northeast along the
northwest edge of the parking area, and then northeast and east along the northwest and north edges of
the rest area site. In these directions, it makes a gradual descent to the base of the hill.
A swath of grass runs along the southeast edge of the parking area, beyond which is a line of atypically
short, wood bollards. Just outside of the bollards at the northeast end of the parking area is a metal sign
mounted on metal legs which reads, “This wayside was developed/as a living memorial to/Peter Heins/19531969/He was a boy who loved/the out of doors/we hope you enjoy/your visit here/The Heins family.”
The portion of the site northeast of the parking area is primarily along the top of the hill; however, an abrupt
slope exists from the northwest edge of the hill northwest down to the access drive, resulting from the cut
for the road. The slope contains fairly dense trees and shrubs. The majority of the site, which includes the
hill top and that portion extending downslope to the southeast and Lark Lane, is generally open, with a
small number of widely spaced trees along the hilltop.
On the hilltop are two picnic shelters. Although information in the property file regarding the original site
concept indicates only one shelter, the similarity in construction and evident aging of the two indicates that
they both date to 1972.

The shelters are open, gable-roofed, and of simple, wood, post-and-beam

construction. The roofs are clad in asphalt shingles with metal flashing along the peak. The posts are set
into slightly raised poured-concrete footings centered on the two narrower edges of rectangular, concrete-
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slab bases. On each slab is a single picnic table, with a metal frame and wood seats and tabletop. Near
each shelter is a charcoal grill on metal post, and centered between the shelters a few feet to the northwest
is a capped well pipe.
This southern majority of this wayside falls within the boundary of an archaeological site, 21WB0014, which
incorporates both a precontact lithic scatter and an American Indian burial site. Because precontact
archaeological sites are not associated with the historic contexts for roadside properties, the evaluation
criteria do not apply to such sites, and therefore 21WB0014 is not evaluated here. It is noted, however, that
a recent study (Florin and Lindbeck 2018) recommended the site as potentially eligible for listing in the
National Register, and that the mound is protected by the Minnesota Private Cemeteries Act (MS 307.08).

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.

.(16,1*721581(6721(52$'6,'(3$5.,1*$5($ '/$/( 
MN 27, 0.3 mi E of Alexandria
R.P. 82.156; Lat/Long: 45.88601 -95.34352
Douglas County
The Kensington Runestone Roadside Parking Area, constructed in 1951, was found not eligible for listing in
the National Register as a roadside property in 2016, due to a lack of significance. The reader is directed to
Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties: 1950-1975, Historic Context and Evaluation Study. It is noted
that the monument within the roadside parking area was previously found individually eligible as an object
for its exemplification of roadside commercialism during the early 1950s.

.(77/(5,9(55(67$5($ 31)17 
I-35, 5.0 mi N of Sandstone
R.P. 197.914; Lat/Long: 46.21153 -92.83718
Pine County
The Kettle Creek Rest Area, a Class I facility constructed circa 1969, was substantially rehabilitated in 1998,
including the replacement of the toilet building. It therefore was not subject to survey, and it is not eligible
for listing in the National Register, due to a loss of integrity.
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.1,)(/$.(5(67$5($ .$3($ 
MN 65, 4.5 mi S of Warman
R.P. 72.617; Lat/Long: 45.98240 -93.27860
Kanabec County

+LVWRU\
A plan for a boat launch and parking area on Knife Lake was recommended for approval by Harold Olson
in April of 1954. Only the first of the three sheets for this plan remains on file at the Site Development Unit,
and it shows a drive running north-south along the east shore of Knife Lake, curving east at each end back
to TH 65 (Figure 187). Construction was to include a 200-by-70-foot rectangular parking area adjacent to
the east edge of the drive, and opposite that on the west edge of the drive, a 100-foot-wide boat launching
area. A 1958 aerial photograph shows this plan to have been carried out at the north end of the site.
A circa-1967 document in the property file listed it as an “existing area needing improvements. Access
roadway, vault-type toilet, parking, picnic shelters.” 4 A plan for the improvements was drawn up in 1968
and 1969 (Figure 188). The plan is for the south end of the site. It shows a north-south running drive which
curves east at both ends back to TH 65, but also has a loop extending west toward the lake off its north
end. It depicts three parking areas. The first is a perpendicular-parking area located on the west side of
the drive at the south curve. On the east side of the drive, the south end of the second parking area, for
parallel parking, is at a point equivalent with the north end of the first. The third parking area is a small,
perpendicular-parking area situated on the east side of the west leg of the north loop. A pedestrian trail
was to be constructed to run south along the lake from the southwest “corner” of the north loop, then veer
southeast to the north end of southernmost parking area. The plan shows a standard, MHD, concreteblock, vault-toilet building just west of the south parking area, near its south end, and a proposed well just
west of it near its north end. The plans additionally show the south end of a “service road” extending north
from the northern east-west portion of the drive, which is the road that led to the boat landing.
The MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure indicates picnic tables, fireplaces, toilets, water, a boat launch, and
facilities for the physically disabled as amenities in that year. In 1981, the DNR requested and received
permission to construct a concrete-slab boat launch at the Knife Lake Rest Area, which was constructed in
the location of the landing.

4

“Proposed 1967-1969 Rest Area Program, Regular Trunk Highways (Fiscal 1967 Highway Beautification Funds)”
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FIGURE 187. KNIFE LAKE REST AREA, 1954 SITE PLAN
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FIGURE 188. KNIFE LAKE REST AREA, 1969 SITE PLAN
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'HVFULSWLRQ
The Knife Lake Rest Area was surveyed in September of 2016. It is located approximately five miles south
of Warman, on the west side of TH 65 and the east side of Knife Lake (Figure 189). Historically a Class II rest

Kanabec County GIS Interactive Map

FIGURE 189. KNIFE LAKE REST AREA, AERIAL OVERVIEW
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area, it is still classified as such. It is sited on a naturally scenic parcel of land, generally level like the
topography surrounding it, but gently undulating as it gradually slopes down to the Knife Lake (Figure 190).
The site plan indicates that the property was naturally wooded, and it appears that the existing vegetation
was thinned to give it a semi-open feel and provide views to the lake, rather than that any plantings were
introduced, though the latter is possible. The improvements were carried out according to the plan, and
the vehicular circulation system, parking areas, well, and toilet building are still present. The pedestrian trail
connecting the two parking areas is no longer extant.
The south parking area is lined on the west by individual parking stops of concrete; these are not present
in the north parking area (Figures 191 and 192). The toilet building, accessed by a bituminous walkway
from the southern parking area, appears to be have been taken out of service, as two portable toilets have
been placed in front of it (Figure 193). Its bonnet roof, originally with vents in the upper portion and shingleclad slopes below, has been sheathed in standing-seam metal. A hand pump set in a concrete slab is
present in the location of the well on the plans. A combination picnic table is nearly adjacent to the slab
on the south (Figure 194). It features ornamental metal supports and wood tabletops and seats, and it was
the only picnic table observed at the site. The fireplaces have been removed.
The “service road” remains, and it leads to the boat launch which is operated by the DNR (Figure 195). A
sign near the boat launch states that the public water access was established in 1950, and that the landing
was the first project of the Knife Lake Sportsmen’s Club.

FIGURE 190. KNIFE LAKE REST AREA, VIEW FROM NORTH LOOP, 2016, LOOKING SOUTH-SOUTHEAST
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FIGURE 191. KNIFE LAKE REST AREA, SOUTH PARKING, 2016, LOOKING NORTH

FIGURE 192. KNIFE LAKE REST AREA, NORTH PARKING, 2016, LOOKING NORTH-NORTHEAST
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FIGURE 193. KNIFE LAKE REST AREA, TOILET BUILDING, 2016, LOOKING SOUTHEAST

FIGURE 194. KNIFE LAKE REST AREA, HAND PUMP AND PICNIC TABLE, 2016, LOOKING WEST
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FIGURE 195. KNIFE LAKE REST AREA, PARKING AREA FOR BOAT LAUNCH (LAUNCH AT LEFT), 2016, LOOKING NORTH

(YDOXDWLRQ
No evidence could be found to indicate that this Class II rest area is significant under Criterion A.
The Knife Lake Rest Area does not contain any objects or structures exhibiting complex design skill,
craftsmanship expressing high artistic value, or the work of a master uniquely adapted to a particular site.
Although it is among the most scenic of the remaining Class II rest areas of the pre-1975 period, it is neither
outstanding nor innovative in its orientation, or the ways in which it preserves and showcases the natural
conditions of the site. The pedestrian trail has been removed, so the distinction between motorized and
pedestrian traffic is no longer represented, and no safety improvements are present. The toilet building
and water pump alone do not add up to an innovative or outstanding example of attention to traveler
comfort. No markers or other expressions of regional identity exist at the site.

5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ
Due to a lack of significance, the Knife Lake Rest Area is not eligible for listing in the National Register.
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.1,)(5,9(55(67$5($ /$82* 
MN 61, Knife River
R.P. 17.881; Lat/Long: 46.94814 -91.79160
Lake County

+LVWRU\
The Knife River Rest Area was constructed circa 1962. As initially built, the rest area afforded neither water
nor toilets, and consisted of only a bituminous parking area.

The vaguely triangular but curved,

uninterrupted parking area, located on the southeast side of TH 61, could be accessed via one of two entry
points, either directly via a right turn off of northeast-bound TH 61 onto a short driveway to near the south
end of the parking area, or indirectly by turning off of TH 61 from either direction to a frontage road on the
highway’s southeast side and driving approximately ¼-mile southwest to the north end of the parking area.
By February of 1968, the project of improving the rest area had been approved for Highway Beautification
Funds. Planning and design, however, including expanding the existing property through the acquisition
of adjacent lands and houses from private landholders, required another four years to elapse before
construction began.
The condition of one of the landholders, Daniel Minahan, was that he would convey his property only if the
state agreed to include a memorial to his brother, John Patrick Minahan, and any other residents of the
community of Knife River who had died in service to their country, in the rest area. The state agreed to this
condition and the construction of a marker base if Mr. Minahan coordinated the provision of a plaque by a
local veterans organization.
Based on plans and written documentation held in the property file at the Site Development Unit, the
improvements carried out in 1972 removed the south access into the rest area, leaving only the frontageroad route, for safety purposes (Figure 196). At the end of the frontage road, along the west edge of the
parking area was a row of automobile parking spaces. To its east, consecutively and parallel, were a double
row of parking spaces with islands on each end; a row of truck/trailer parking spaces with islands on each
end; and a row of automobile parking spaces along the east edge of the parking area. A final row of
automobile parking spaces was located along the south edge of the parking area. All vehicle routes into/out
of the parking area and in between the rows allowed for two-way traffic. The parking area was resolved
into a smaller triangular plan with a defined point on the southeast. Two picnic shelters were built within
the remainder of its former extent on the east side of the revised parking area, and another on the south
side near the west end. To the east of the latter shelter, a vault-toilet building of the standard MHD type,
of concrete block with a bonnet roof, was constructed. Although the 1972 plan indicates that a historical
marker was to be beyond the toilet building to the east, and an information board approximately midway
between the two, it appears these two elements were reversed, based on subsequent plans showing thenexisting conditions.
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FIGURE 196. KNIFE RIVER REST AREA, 1972 SITE PLAN
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An informal walkway ran along the east and south edges of the parking area, apparently lacking curbing
and therefore defined only by the ends of the painted parking lines, providing pedestrian access to these
amenities, which were also in the bituminous area as put in during the 1960s. A wooden staircase was
constructed from immediately east of the toilet building down toward the Knife River. From the base of
this staircase, a path extended to the west and east along the river, then curved around and up to return to
the upper portion of the rest area. Documentation and plans vary between the suggestion that this path
was gravel and that it was bituminous. The area from the majority of the parking area down to the path
was cleared from trees, ostensibly to afford views of the river from the upper elevation. The MHD’s 1975
rest areas brochure indicates tables, toilets, and information as amenities in that year.
In 1981, the parking area was reconfigured so that one continuous island extended along the west edge of
the parking area, separating it from the frontage road. It was primarily long and narrow, but terminated in
a large, generally circular section at the southwest end, which defined one end of the truck/trailer parking.
The other end was defined by a part of a large, three-sided island in the center of the parking area, the
other two sides of which were inset with automobile parking. Additional automobile parking remained on
the south and east edges of the parking area as was previously the case, with a curbed island installed in
the corner between them. Curbing was also installed between these edges and the adjacent walkway.
Beyond the walkway, outside of the parking area, sod and plantings were added. A line of trees was planted
in the long, narrow portion of the island on the west edge, and clusters of trees and shrubs within its circular
section and the remaining islands.
A 1995 rehabilitation project kept the 1981 configuration of the parking area, but with fewer, wider parking
spaces painted on its surface. The walkway bordering the parking area also was widened. The 1972 toilet
building was removed, and a new one was constructed at the southeast corner of this walkway, eliminating
one of the picnic shelters on the east side. The other picnic shelter on that side had the roof replaced and
a new picnic table constructed, while the one on the south side was newly constructed to match it, but in a
location shifted slightly to the west from the one originally positioned there. Another picnic table, sans
shelter, was constructed to just northeast of the historical marker, adjacent to the sidewalk.
The 1981 plan called for the removal of the then-bituminous path from the east side of the rest area down
around toward the stair. A similar notation was not made for the other end of the path coming off the
south side. A concrete sidewalk was extended south from the sidewalk on the south side of the parking
area to the top of the staircase down to the river, which was reconstructed on its existing posts with added
concrete landings and new railings where necessary. Another, short concrete walk was extended from the
base of the staircase to the path along the river.

'HVFULSWLRQ



The Knife River Rest Area was surveyed in September of 2016. It is located in the unincorporated community
of Knife River and on the southeast side of TH 61, just northeast of where the highway crosses the Knife
River (Figure 197). Improved in 1972 to be a Class II rest area, it remains so at present. The upper elevation
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of the rest area, that majority that is at the elevation of the highway, is gently undulating in its topography,
with the exception of the paved surfaces, which are level (Figure 198). The rest of the rest area incorporates
the natural slope down to and the natural bank of the Knife River.
The rest area reflects its plan as completed in 1981/1995. This plan continues the 1972 vehicular circulation
pattern, in which vehicles traveling on TH 61 accessed the rest area by turning onto a frontage road at a
point approximately ¼-mile northeast of the rest area and traveling southwest to the facility. It additionally
retains the overall footprint of the 1972 parking area, as well as the separation of truck/trailer from
automobile parking, albeit in a different configuration. All vehicular circulation in and around the parking
area, however, is now one-way. A formal sidewalk with curbing is now located on the outer edges. This
sidewalk terminates on the north end of the east edge at some plantings. On the south edge, its west end
transitions into the path down to the base of the staircase (Figure 199). The path begins as a bituminous
path of the same width as the sidewalk, then abruptly narrows and loses its surfacing before heading
downslope (Figure 200). At the base of the staircase, the path continues to the east for a distance, but not
back upslope. Another short dirt path leads from the first path at a point equivalent with the base of the
staircase down to another, shorter staircase that goes to the river’s edge (Figure 201). Trees have been
allowed to infill the area between the upper parking area and the lower path, eliminating the view of the
river from the former location.

FIGURE 197. KNIFE RIVER REST AREA, AERIAL OVERVIEW
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FIGURE 198. KNIFE RIVER REST AREA, OVERVIEW, LOOKING EAST

FIGURE 199. KNIFE RIVER REST AREA, STAIRCASE, 2016, LOOKING SOUTHEAST
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FIGURE 200. KNIFE RIVER REST AREA, BITUMINOUS PORTION OF PATH, 2016, LOOKING EAST

FIGURE 201. KNIFE RIVER REST AREA, VIEW FROM BASE OF STAIRS, 2016, LOOKING EAST-SOUTHEAST
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A bronze compass rose is inlaid into the concrete at the corner of the sidewalk, in front of the toilet building.
The toilet building, concrete block with a hipped roof truncated by a continuous vent and skylight, bears
some resemblance to its 1972 counterpart (Figure 202). The hipped portion, however, is clad in wood
shakes, and not asphalt shingles, as was the plan for the original building. The picnic shelters, one each on
the south and east sides of the parking area, are of simple, post-and-beam, wood construction, with gabled
roofs, also clad in wood shakes (Figure 203). The picnic tables they protect have concrete tabletops and
wood seats, all supported by metal legs. Supports for the tables and shelters are embedded in rectangular,
poured-concrete pads.

Short sidewalks extend from each concrete pad to the main sidewalk.

An

unsheltered picnic table is additionally located on the south side of the parking area, the concrete pad for
which is adjacent to the main sidewalk.
The historical marker is situated on the south side of and slightly set back from the parking area, between
the unsheltered table and the sheltered table (Figure 204). No sidewalk leads to it. Instead, it is within the
sodded area, nestled among junipers and wildflowers. It is a limestone, lectern-type marker with flanking
benches. A concrete slab serves as the base for the plaque, which is somewhat enigmatic: The plaque is
not in honor of Knife River’s veterans, but rather acknowledges the designation of TH 61 in this location as
the Arthur V. Rohweder Memorial Highway. Further, the plaque indicates that the marker was dedicated in
1965; however, the marker is clearly not present in its current location in a 1972 aerial photograph, and no
mention is made of it in any documentation leading up to the 1972 improvement, when a marker was
installed where it is today.

FIGURE 202. KNIFE RIVER REST AREA, TOILET BUILDING, 2016, LOOKING EAST
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FIGURE 203. KNIFE RIVER REST AREA, PICNIC SHELTER, 2016, LOOKING SOUTH

FIGURE 204. KNIFE RIVER REST AREA, HISTORICAL MARKER, 2016, LOOKING SOUTH
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(YDOXDWLRQ
No evidence could be found to indicate that this Class II rest area is significant under Criterion A.
The lectern-type historical marker at the site was replicated in many places in the state, does not constitute
a strong expression of regional identity, and does not exemplify exceptional design or craftsmanship. The
rest area does not contain any other objects or structures exhibiting complex design skill or craftsmanship
expressing high artistic value or the work of a master uniquely adapted to the site. Although the rest area
was selected for its proximity to and presumably views of the Knife River, these views are not emphasized
in an outstanding or innovative way, particularly now that the river is no longer visible from the parking
area. The site design, while generally conforming to the natural topography, is not particularly complex,
nor is the circulation pattern, which achieves pedestrian and vehicular separation through curbing, and that
was not installed until 1981. Traveler amenities also post-date the period of significance. The site therefore
does not meet the evaluation criteria for significance under Criterion C.

5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ
Due to a lack of significance, the Knife River Rest Area is not eligible for listing in the National Register.

.2'21&(5,9(55(67$5($ &.82* 
MN 61, 9.0 mi NE of Grand Marais
R.P. 118.967; Lat/Long: 47.79400 -90.15411
Cook County

+LVWRU\
Plans for the Kodonce (Kadunce) River Rest Area were approved in July of 1948. The plans were prepared
by R. J. Wolfangle and certified by Harold Olson. The plans called for the construction of mirror-image,
rectangular, perpendicular-parking areas on the north and south sides of TH 61, with long, oval-shaped,
grassy islands separating them from the highway. Both areas were to be bordered on the exterior by walls,
the north one of trap rock and the south one of stone masonry and 16 inches in height. In both cases the
walls would run in a rectilinear fashion around the parking areas, then curve outward symmetrically to the
west and east sides once they reached the points equivalent with the interior side of the islands. Beyond
the south parking area to the southwest, picnic tables were to be installed, with at least one on the bank of
the Kadunce River and at least one on the shore of Lake Superior. Construction had not begun by the time
an aerial photograph was taken on September 12, 1948, but it was likely completed later that year or in
1949.
Based on the next available aerial photograph, which dates to 1982, the component of the rest area on the
north side of TH 61 was never constructed. This photograph shows the parking area and the grass island
on the south side, but the scale is not sufficient for confirming or refuting the presence of a stone wall. A
photograph contained in the post-1975 index, however, shows the wall in place. The MHD’s 1975 rest areas
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brochure indicates picnic tables and toilets as amenities in that year. These were also recorded in the post1975 index. An informational sign discussing Colonel William Colvill, for whom the surrounding former
townsite of Colvill was named, was put in place by the Cook Historical Society in 1972. Sometime prior to
1994, the masonry wall was removed and replaced by regularly spaced granite boulders. In 1995, the
informational sign was replaced with a metal plaque mounted on a large stone during improvements to the
rest area made by MnDOT. Other improvements during that project included “redesigning the parking area
to improve site relationships and use by larger recreational vehicles; constructing accessible walkways and
picnic tables; . . . adding plantings; and managing existing vegetation to enhance views and natural site
qualities.” 5

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Kodonce River Rest Area was surveyed in September of 2016. It is located approximately five and a
half miles east and northeast of the unincorporated community of Croftville, on the south side of TH 61. It
is on the east bank of the Kadunce River and the north shore of Lake Superior (Figure 205). The footprint
of the parking and island area is generally according to plan, but the curves into and out of the site were
widened in 1995, creating less of a right angle and therefore a smoother approach in the turns, particularly

FIGURE 205. KODONCE RIVER REST AREA, OVERVIEW FROM TH 61, 2016, LOOKING WEST-SOUTHWEST

5

Project Memorandum, Kadunce River Rest Area Site Rehabilitation, p. 1
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for larger vehicles. At the same time, the island was narrowed and elongated, and it is now concrete. The
remaining surface within the footprint is bituminous pavement. It continues to be outlined by granite
boulders. The parking/island area is flat. A bituminous pedestrian path extends south from the parking
area and follows the contour of a light slope down to the gravel beach at the lakeshore. From the parking
area, immediately on the east is the replacement interpretive plaque mounted on the boulder. Moving
farther south, on the west is a replacement picnic table with benches. The picnic table has a concrete top,
while the benches have wood seats; all are supported by metal posts embedded in a poured-concrete slab.
A clear view to the lake is obtained from the picnic table. Vegetation at the site is largely naturally occurring.
The plan for the 1995 improvements called for the addition of only “bush honeysuckle, which is a native
plant in the project area.” 6

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.

/$&5(6&(1729(5/22. +8/&& 
US 61, at La Crescent
R.P. 1.8; Lat/Long: 43.82922 -91.30257
Houston County

+LVWRU\
The design for a wayside focused on a pedestrian overlook in La Crescent was developed as part of a larger
project by the MHD to improve the transportation infrastructure in the city, the plans for which were
approved in April of 1940. No information has been found to identify the specific designer. Although the
overlook is indicated on the plans, detailed drawings of the overlook are not included, having apparently
been lost (MnDOT Historic Roadside Development Structures Inventory form, HU-LCC-009). A generalized
drawing of the completed overlook included in the construction progress profile for the project indicates
blacktop surfacing surrounding what is labeled as a “4” concrete sidewalk,” though it appears to be a
generally rectangular island, with the east edge curved to parallel the overlook wall (Figure 206). Otherwise,
it only shows the use of 4” pipe for the rails, notes a couple of lengths for the pipe, and indicates that the
overlook was separated from the highway by a six-inch-high stone curb. It does not indicate the material
of the wall, nor does it label the two angled, stone benches set within the interior of the wall, through their
outline is shown in plan. The construction progress profile additionally shows that the wayside was not
located directly on TH 61, but rather on a frontage road, with the overlook facing the highway.

6

Memorandum, Gary Mueller, Project Landscape Architect, to Paul LaTour, District Environmental Supervisor, dated March 24,
1995
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FIGURE 206. LA CRESCENT OVERLOOK, 1940 GENERALIZED DRAWING
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The wayside was constructed in 1941, presumably by MHD employees (MnDOT Historic Roadside
Development Structures Inventory form, HU-LCC-009). Plantings were not installed at the overlook until
the mid 1950s. A plan for plantings along the segment of TH 61 within which it is located was approved in
March of 1954. It shows seven savin juniper planted in two staggered rows immediately east of the
overlook, and six Norway maple in the island surrounding it, widely spaced and staggered, three to each
side of the overlook.
No amenities were indicated for this property in the MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure, which appears to have
been typical for overlooks in that document.
In 1992, the overlook was rehabilitated by local volunteers cooperating with MnDOT. Involved local entities
were the Chamber of Commerce, American Legion, Eagles Club, Northern States Power, Pine Creek
Livewires, La Crescent Apple Blossoms 4-H Group, the La Crescent Post Office, the building class at the La
Crescent High School, Bauer’s Market, Heth Hardware, and Jeff Geiwitz. The work included repaving,
tuckpointing the stonework, painting the railings, and installing new plantings.

In addition, a low,

rectangular, granite-slab marker was installed amidst three flagpoles at the center of the west edge of the
overlook to commemorate the effort (MnDOT Historic Roadside Development Structures Inventory form,
HU-LCC-009). This arrangement occupies the space where the concrete island is shown in the construction
progress profile.
A restoration project was carried out by MnDOT at the overlook in 2012. It included removing the thenexisting bituminous plaza and replacing it with a concrete one; three-inch curb and curb ramp installation;
removing lead paint that had been applied to the benches and railing; cleaning and repointing the wall, and
replacing any missing or deteriorated stone.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The La Crescent Overlook was surveyed in July of 2019. It is located on the east side of Chestnut Street in
La Crescent, where Main Street terminates at that road (Figure 207). It remains the case that direct vehicular
access and a parking area are not components of this wayside. One must park on Main Street, which is
perpendicular to the service road, now called Chestnut Street, on which the wayside is located, and walk
down to the overlook. While Chestnut Street is wide in the vicinity of the wayside, and presumably one
could parallel park there, the speed of traffic exiting from the ramp off TH 61 and the short length of road
allowed for deceleration before reaching the wayside does not make this option a particularly safe one.
The wayside does not appear to have undergone any changes since the 2012 restoration. The overlook is
of a “balanced, symmetrical, tripartite design” (MnDOT Historic Roadside Development Structures Inventory
form, HU-LCC-009) in plan (Figure 208). It is small, with the wall measuring under 100 linear feet, and it is
narrow, with the northern and southern thirds being approximately 10 feet wide, and the central projecting
bay, curved on the east edge, extending east to a maximum of another approximately 5 feet. The floor of
the overlook is poured concrete, and near the west edge are the three flagpoles and granite-slab marker.
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overlook

FIGURE 207. LA CRESCENT OVERLOOK AND ACCESS, AERIAL OVERVIEW

FIGURE 208. LA CRESCENT OVERLOOK, OVERVIEW, 2019, LOOKING EAST
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The overlook wall, constructed of coursed, ashlar limestone, joined at street level by sections of pipe railing,
is tallest where it outlines the central bay, extending below street grade to accommodate the slope of the
hill down to TH 61 (Figure 209). There, it is approximately five feet high. Viewed from the street side, the
wall extends to approximately three feet above grade.

The pipe railing is painted green.

Its posts

incorporate a projecting vertical central element creating a step at the top, which appears as a minimal nod
to the Art Deco style. Within the interior of the bay are the two benches, which are adjacent and conform
to the obtuse angles of the stone corners. The pedestals are coursed, ashlar limestone matching the wall,
and the seats are concrete (Figure 210). None of the plants indicated for the area of the wayside are present.
Four coniferous trees, two of which are quite young, and a crabapple tree are present on the east side of
the overlook. Several large industrial buildings have been constructed on the east side of TH 61 opposite
the wayside, those closest during the late 1980s and 1990s. These dominate the view from the overlook
and along with the trees behind them, substantially diminish the view of the river valley (see Figure 208).

FIGURE 209. LA CRESCENT OVERLOOK, 2019, LOOKING NORTH-NORTHWEST
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FIGURE 210. LA CRESCENT OVERLOOK, BENCH, 2019, LOOKING SOUTH-SOUTHEAST

(YDOXDWLRQ
The La Crescent Overlook was recommended in 1998 as eligible for listing in the National Register as a
property significant to the history of roadside development for its construction during the Depression, a
well-preserved example of the RDD’s scenic overlooks in urban settings, and a late example of the National
Park Service Rustic style (MnDOT Historic Roadside Development Structures Inventory form, HU-LCC-009).
It has been re-evaluated under the revised evaluation criteria for roadside properties along Minnesota’s
trunk highways.
The La Crescent Overlook, completed in 1941, is not among the earliest roadside property development
with involvement by the MHD.

It does not fulfill the conditions for being a particularly important

accomplishment by the MHD, nor does it reflect an accommodation of an important shift in the pattern of
highway travel. It was a relatively small effort, and no evidence has been found to suggest it was constructed
in association with a federal relief program. It was not the result of an organized, community-wide effort
or campaign to obtain a roadside property, nor did it make a significant contribution to a local community.
Its only provision was an overlook from which motorists could obtain a scenic view, and it did not set
important standards for overlooks along the trunk highway system. The wayside therefore is not significant
under Criterion A.
No evidence has been found to associate the wayside with a recognized designer. The wayside is not an
outstanding expression of the Rustic style, particularly given the straight lines of the overlook wall and its
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incorporation of metal railings, or any other aesthetic currents in landscape architecture or architecture in
1941. While it emphasizes the (formerly) scenic view of the Mississippi River Valley, it does so through a
fairly simple adaptation to building on a slope. The overlook wall, while attractive, does not reflect complex
design skill or craftsmanship, and it clearly does not stand out in either regard when other roadside overlook
walls constructed around the same time are considered.

No components of the wayside design or

construction demonstrate engineering or material innovation. The wayside therefore is not significant
under Criterion C.

5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ
Due to a lack of significance, the La Crescent Overlook is not eligible for listing in the National Register.

/$35$,5,(5,9(5  5(67$5($ ,&*57 
US 2, 2.5 mi E of Grand Rapids
R.P. 186.427; Lat/Long: 47.22000 -93.47883
Itasca County

+LVWRU\
The La Prairie (2) Rest Area was constructed prior to 1975. MnDOT retains no information more specific as
to its date of construction. The MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure indicates picnic tables and toilets as
amenities at that time.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The La Prairie River (2) Rest Area was surveyed in August of 2016. It is located at the southeastern city limits
of La Prairie, on the west side of TH 2. Historically a Class III rest area, it is now a Class IV wayside, as the
privy has been removed (Figure 211). The picnic tables have also been removed. The wayside is located in
a generally level upland overlooking a curve in the Prairie River. It is accessed via a wide, bituminous
driveway that extends west-southwest off TH 2, then terminates in an amorphous, generally north-south
oriented bituminous area. Extending northwest from this bituminous area is a gravel loop. On the west
side of the junction of the bituminous and gravel are three oak trees, and another oak tree is located within
the island formed by the gravel loop. Otherwise, immediately surrounding both the bituminous area and
the gravel loop is mowed grass. Just north of the gravel loop is a line of boulders that appears to block an
informal, but perhaps once maintained, path. Off the west of the gravel loop, grass covers a short path that
leads west through the woods to a view of the Prairie River. The river can also be seen from the south end
of the bituminous area.
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FIGURE 211. LA PRAIRIE RIVER (2) REST AREA, OVERVIEW FROM TH 2, 2016, LOOKING WEST

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.

/$.(%(0,'-,29(5/22.:$//6 %/%-& 
MN 197, east side at the Mississippi River
R.P. 115.3; Lat/Long: 47.46856 -94.87822
Beltrami County
The Lake Bemidji Overlook Walls, constructed in 1937, was found not eligible for listing in the National
Register in 2006 due to a loss of integrity. The reader is directed to the inventory form prepared by Gemini
in that year.
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/$.(&,7<&21&2856( :%/.& 
US 61, at Lake City
R.P. 73.7; Lat/Long: 44.44635 -92.26196
Wabasha County

+LVWRU\
Plans for a wayside featuring a concourse at Lake City, developed by the MHD with Arthur Nichols as the
consulting landscape architect (Memorandum, Sue Granger, Gemini Research, to Liz Walton dated October
23, 2006, attached to Pratt et al. 2005b), were signed in late 1939 and approved in January of 1940 (Figure
212). The plans show the construction of a semi-circular concourse on the east side of and adjacent to TH
61, such that cars could simply turn off the traveled way and into the semi-circular drive/parking area which
forms the interior of the concourse, the surfacing for which is not indicated. Within this area, situated
beginning 12.5 feet east of the highway, is a vaguely circular island, outlined by six-inch-high stone curbing
and surfaced with sod. Additional six-inch-high stone curbing separates the vehicular area from a fourfoot-wide flagstone sidewalk running along the interior of a stone masonry overlook wall that extends to
2.5 feet in height above the level of the sidewalk. The main arc of the wall is over 260 feet in length, with
mirror-image, 16-foot-wide by 5-foot-deep bays projecting to the northeast and southeast. At the west
ends of the main arc, the wall turns out at a right angle to run for 17.5 feet perpendicular to it, and then
another right angle to run for another 17.5 feet toward the highway, creating triangular-shaped terraces
surfaced in flagstone. The wall, on both sides, then turns out again at another right angle, running for 10
feet to mirror-image staircases, with stone stringers and concrete steps, each leading down to one end of
a semi-circular, six-inch wide, gravel-surfaced path below. On the other side of the staircases, the overlook
wall and flagstone walk extend another 42 feet, 2 inches to the north and another 20 feet to the south. A
staircase from the landform on which the concourse would be built, down to the breakwater located on the
Mississippi at the future concourse location, is not shown on the plans but apparently was already in place
well before the concourse was designed (Memorandum, Sue Granger, Gemini Research, to Liz Walton dated
October 23, 2006, attached to Pratt et al. 2005b).
The planting plan shows the ends of the walls to the exterior of the staircases extending beyond the limits
of the concourse construction project, with each end incorporating a very small, curved overlook (Figure
213). It additionally indicates a two-foot-wide strip of sod along the exterior of the gravel path, and a
clipped hedge of honeysuckle along the exterior of the sod. Clusters of junipers are located at the east
ends and center of the area between the gravel path and the overlook wall, and to the exterior of both
staircases, and beyond the latter plantings, five staggered American elms. Boston ivy was to be planted
along the exterior of the main arc of the wall.
The Annual Report of the Accomplishments of Roadside Development Along the Trunk Highways in Minnesota
for 1938 indicates that work began in Lake City during that year, as a federal-aid project, i.e., one without
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FIGURE 212. LAKE CITY CONCOURSE, 1939 PLAN SHEET
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FIGURE 213. LAKE CITY CONCOURSE, 1940 PLANTING PLAN
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federal relief funds or labor. Plans for this project have not been located, but a July 14, 1938, article in the
Lake City Graphic reports the near-completion of “about 1,500 feet of flag walk,” and that:
. . . a wall 30 inches in height is to be built along the walk with offsets at each street
intersection to provide “walk-outs” where folks may stand or sit to view the lake without
obstructing the sidewalk.
At the pier a huge fill is now being made and will extend about 100 feet from the pavement.
The fill will be permitted to settle until next summer when it will be terraced, planted, and
landscaped.
The wall and walk will extend around the rim of the fill forming a drive out for cars at one
of the most beautiful spots on the lakeshore.
Although a 30-inch wall along the entire walk did not come to fruition, the remainder of the described
project did. Dated historical photographs confirm that the 1938 work constructed the portions of the walls
beyond the limits of the construction project for the concourse proper, i.e., the “drive out.” These included
the wall extensions with small curved overlooks, i.e., the “walk-outs” shown in the planting plan, as well as
two separate, similarly configured overlooks to the south (Figures 214 and 215), the four of these being
located at the intersections of present-day Elm Street, Irving Street, Lakewood Avenue, and Minnesota
Street. Previous studies of the property refer to the separate, southern two as overlook B (the northern of
the two) and overlook C (the southern of the two). The four overlook bays were surfaced in flagstone, and
the flagstone sidewalk ran along the interior of the walls, which would give pedestrians access to the
overlook bays after parking at the concourse (MnDOT Historic Roadside Development Structures Inventory
form, WB-LKC-093). A light standard was situated in overlook B closest to the concourse, at the edge of
the bay where it met the sidewalk.
The concourse proper apparently was not completed until 1940, with construction carried out by the NYA
(MnDOT Historic Roadside Development Structures Inventory form, WB-LKC-093) (Figure 216). Based on
historical images and confirmed by a 1945 “Map of Existing Conditions” obtained by Gemini Research from
the Morell and Nichols papers held at the Northwest Architectural Archives at the U of M, the staircases
were not built. Instead, pedestrian openings were created in the locations of the proposed staircases,
through which pedestrians could enter the path that ran along the base of the wall (Memorandum, Sue
Granger, Gemini Research, to Liz Walton dated April 28, 2003, attached to Pratt et al. 2005b). The concourse
otherwise appears to have been constructed as indicated on the plans with minor variations. Photographs
from the Olson and Nichols photograph albums show that the drive/parking area was surfaced with gravel
(MnDOT Historic Roadside Development Structures Inventory form, WB-LKC-093).
A 1961 inventory of Minnesota’s roadside parking areas and historical markers indicates that by that time,
the rest area provided motorists with water and two toilets in addition to the concourse and pedestrian
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Olson photo album

FIGURE 214. LAKE CITY CONCOURSE, SMALL OVERLOOK AT NORTH END, 1938

Olson photo album

FIGURE 215. LAKE CITY CONCOURSE, OVERLOOK B, 1938
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Olson photo album

FIGURE 216. LAKE CITY CONCOURSE, CONCOURSE PROPER, CIRCA 1940

overlooks. In 1971, a lectern-type, stone historical marker pertaining to Lake City as the birthplace of
waterskiing was built approximately three feet east of the main arc of the concourse wall, roughly 20 feet
north of center. A metal Great River Road marker was installed in approximately the same location but
south of center in 1988 (MnDOT Historic Roadside Development Structures Inventory form, WB-LKC-093).
No amenities were indicated for this property in the MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure. In 1984, construction
began on a 900-foot-long breakwater which runs perpendicular to the one extending out from the
concourse. This breakwater created a south harbor for the nearby marina and parking for approximately
300 boats on its southwest side/the northwest side of the first breakwater (City of Lake City n.d.).
A treatment report prepared by HDR, Inc., for the site in 2005 notes the narrowing, and in some locations
concrete replacement, of the flagstone sidewalk leading from the concourse to the small overlook bays, and
the addition of secondary modular-block retaining walls with handrails to the latter, with city sidewalks
routed between them and the exteriors of the small overlook bays; asphalt paving of the drive/parking area,
which partially obscured the stone curbs and wall masonry; replacement of much of the stone curbing with
concrete curbing; the conversion of the gravel path to the exterior of the concourse and the flagstone walk
along its interior to concrete sidewalks, except at the small triangular terraces; the creation of a break in the
northeast projecting bay of the concourse wall for access to the path to its exterior; the planting of perennial
shrubs and flowers in the island; and the loss of any original plantings that may have been present (Pratt et
al. 2005b).
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A restoration project was carried out at the wayside in 2010. Its purpose, as stated on the plan sheet, was
to “restore the Lake City Concourse matching original design and materials as shown in the plan.” It
included such activities as the replacement of the staircase that is believed to pre-date the concourse
design; removal and replacement of damaged stones in the concourse wall, terraces, and projecting bays;
creating a cleaner edge along the break in the northeast projecting bay of the concourse wall; constructing
a new concrete sidewalk with pedestrian ramp along the interior of the concourse; bringing the bituminous
surfacing of the concourse back to an appropriate grade; reversion of the concrete curbing to limestone;
creating a rain garden within the island; replacing the modular-block retaining walls in front of the small
overlook bays with limestone-faced concrete ones; removing and then reconstructing the small overlook
bays on new foundations; and reconstruction of the overlook bay floors with salvaged and, as needed, new
flagstone.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Lake City Concourse Wayside was surveyed in July of 2019. It is located on the east side of TH 61, at
the southeastern point of the Lake City Marina. Access to the site remains as it was historically, with cars
turning off the highway directly into the concourse.

The drive/parking area for the concourse has

bituminous surfacing (Figure 217). An at-grade stone border outlines the northeastern and most of the
northwestern and southeastern curvature of the island, except where a portion is missing in the southeast
(Figure 218). The remainder is outlined by a concrete curb. Within the border/curb, an approximately 10foot-wide strip of sod outlines a garden of perennial shrubs and flowers surrounded by a gravel “mulch.” A
stone bench has been placed near the center of the garden, and to the northeast of the bench is a small
plaque mounted in a concrete slab, indicating that the garden has been “planted and maintained by the
Bittersweet Garden Club since 1996,” and that the plaque is “in memory of Emma Heise.”
The stone curbing and flagstone walkway running along the exterior of the drive/parking area has been
restored, in lieu of the concrete one proposed in 2010 (Figure 219). Flagstone surfacing remains in the
triangular terraces, and the four small overlook bays, but it is in quite poor condition in all six of these
locations (Figure 220). Each triangular terrace is connected to its respective bay by a concrete sidewalk that
extends to the exterior ends of the bay walls. These sidewalks then make a turn toward the lake to connect
immediately to a sidewalk with a curved route that runs along the exterior of the bays and the concourse,
separated from them by grass. At three symmetrically placed locations along the main arc of the concourse
are short, concrete paths leading to the front of the wall, where vinyl benches have been placed. Additional
short, concrete paths connect the lower sidewalk to the upper ones, at the pedestrian openings originally
planned for staircases. Within the grass between the south pedestrian opening and the southeast bench
path are two combination picnic tables, with metal-pipe supports and wooden seats and tabletops (Figure
221). Within the grass between the east bench path and the northeast bench path is the 1971 historical
marker, in which a random ashlar, gray limestone base supports a concrete slab containing a metal plaque
describing Lake Pepin as the birthplace of waterskiing (Figure 222). The 1988 Great River Road marker has
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FIGURE 217. LAKE CITY CONCOURSE, VIEW OF CONCOURSE PROPER FROM OPPOSITE SIDE OF TH 61, 2019, LOOKING
NORTHEAST

FIGURE 218. LAKE CITY CONCOURSE, VIEW OF ISLAND WITH LOSS OF CURBING IN FOREFRONT, 2019, LOOKING WEST
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FIGURE 219. LAKE CITY CONCOURSE, VIEW SHOWING FLAGSTONE WALK, 2019, LOOKING NORTH

FIGURE 220. LAKE CITY CONCOURSE, REPRESENTATIVE DETAIL OF FLAGSTONE DETERIORATION, 2019, SOUTH
TRIANGULAR TERRACE, LOOKING SOUTH
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FIGURE 221. LAKE CITY CONCOURSE, PICNIC TABLES, 2019, LOOKING NORTHEAST

FIGURE 222. LAKE CITY CONCOURSE, HISTORICAL MARKER, 2019, LOOKING NORTH
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been removed. From the point where it reaches the southern point of the southern small bay, the sidewalk
also extends south, paralleling TH 61, except where it curves out to accommodate overlooks B and C.
Connections to the concrete sidewalk running along the southwest edge of each overlook are present at
both ends of both curves. The final component to the pedestrian circulation system is the path out to the
end of the breakwater. It begins at the break in the northeast projecting bay of the concourse wall with a
wide swath of concrete that extends northeast to the replacement stairs leading down to the breakwater.
The replacement stairs are concrete with pipe hand railings (Figure 223). At the base, one walks along a
path of very large stone slabs for approximately 125 feet, at which point the top of the breakwater is
concrete all the way to its northeasternmost point.
The 2010 replacement retaining walls, to the exterior of the sidewalk where it runs along the exterior of the
four small overlook bays, are faced in a coursed ashlar limestone veneer and have concrete caps, above
which extend open, metal pipe railings (Figure 224). River rock infills the surface area between the retaining
walls and the sidewalk and between the sidewalk and the small overlooks.
The concourse wall remains as originally built except for the break in the northeast projecting bay. A new
pier was added to terminate the wall on the southeast side of the break. The concourse wall is primarily
limestone random rubblework, but the portions in the northern and southern small overlook bays and the
piers throughout, also limestone, are coursed rubble. The portions of the wall adjacent to the small overlook
bays, on the side facing TH 61, have suffered minor spalling. The walls of overlooks B and C also remain as

FIGURE 223. LAKE CITY CONCOURSE, STEPS TO BREAKWATER, 2019, LOOKING NORTHEAST
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FIGURE 224. LAKE CITY CONCOURSE, REPRESENTATIVE ADDED RETAINING WALL AT OVERLOOK C, 2019, LOOKING
NORTH-NORTHWEST

originally built, with limestone random rubblework between coursed rubble piers. Overlook B is slightly
larger, the wall measuring approximately 110 linear feet, compared to the approximately 90 linear feet of
overlook C (Figures 225 and 226). Views to the northeast from the northernmost small overlook and to the
north from the concourse proper are dominated by the masts in the marina, which also present visual
interruptions in views to the northwest from points southeast of the concourse proper (Figures 227 and
228). Otherwise, views are open, expansive views of Lake Pepin.
The only nod to the original planting plan is a deciduous clipped hedge (Figure 229) that runs along the
exterior of the sidewalk from the breakwater to the south end of the retaining wall in front of the north
small overlook. Areas of the concourse without hard surfacing contain only sod. From the concourse to
overlook C, the slope in front of the built elements holds a mix of grass and what appear to be volunteer
shrubs and flowers, at the base of which is riprap constituted of relatively large stones (see Figure 228). The
same type of riprap occupies the entire slope in front of the concourse.
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FIGURE 225. LAKE CITY CONCOURSE, OVERLOOK B, 2019, LOOKING SOUTHEAST

FIGURE 226. LAKE CITY CONCOURSE, OVERLOOK C, 2019, LOOKING SOUTHEAST
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FIGURE 227. LAKE CITY CONCOURSE, VIEW SHOWING MARINA NORTH OF CONCOURSE, 2019, LOOKING NORTHWEST

FIGURE 228. LAKE CITY CONCOURSE, VIEW FROM FRONT OF OVERLOOK B, 2019, LOOKING NORTH-NORTHWEST
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FIGURE 229. LAKE CITY CONCOURSE, HEDGE IN FRONT OF NORTH PORTION OF CONCOURSE, 2019, LOOKING EAST

(YDOXDWLRQ
The Lake City Concourse was recommended in 1998 as eligible for listing in the National Register as a
property significant to the history of roadside development for its construction during the Depression, its
exemplification of the cooperation of the MHD with the NYA, and its exemplification of distinctive and wellconstructed public facilities built by the MHD in partnership with federal relief agencies. It was also
recommended as eligible for its design significance as an elaborate and unusual example of the type of
stone overlook walls built by the RDD; an excellent example of the National Park Service Rustic style, one
that skillfully exploits and enhances the views of Lake Pepin from TH 61; and an important example of the
work of Arthur Nichols, to whom the design was attributed, though not confirmed (MnDOT Historic
Roadside Development Structures Inventory form, WB-LKC-093). It has been re-evaluated under the revised
evaluation criteria for roadside properties along Minnesota’s trunk highways.
The Lake City Concourse, completed in 1938-1940, is not one of the earliest roadside property
developments with involvement by the MHD. No evidence has been found to suggest that its design or
construction influenced subsequent roadside development practice or projects, that it fulfilled a key
transportation-related need beyond motorist respite, or that it reflects accommodation of an important
shift in the pattern of highway travel. Its construction does not stand out in the effort to remedy the
Depression, particularly as a sizeable portion was constructed as a federal-aid project, nor is it associated
with an important component of a federal relief program. The overlook is not the result of an organized,
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community-wide effort or campaign to obtain a roadside property. It does not include a well-rounded
complement of recreational amenities, and it did not set important standards for overlooks along the
Minnesota trunk highway system, nor did it make an unusually significant contribution to a local community.
It therefore does not meet Criterion A.
Although the wayside is the work of a recognized designer, Arthur Nichols, it does not represent an
important achievement in his career, even when compared only with his work for the MHD. While his tenure
with the MHD was an important phase in his career, the wayside is not a particularly strong or important
demonstration of the work he carried out during this phase, particularly when other properties he designed
within this context are considered. Construction of the overlook walls did not involve the innovative use or
new application of construction materials. The property’s design and construction do not demonstrate the
innovative use or new application of engineering or structural systems, or of construction materials.
The potential ability of the Lake City Concourse to demonstrate high artistic value by outstanding expression
of the aesthetic ideals of the late 1930s with reference to national trends, standards, and design principles
of roadside development, or to constitute an outstanding example of the National Park Service Rustic style
has been nullified by accumulated alterations made to the site and its surroundings over the course of the
past several decades. These have resulted in the introduction of several non-original materials and design
elements. A concrete sidewalk, for example, has replaced the gravel path around the exterior of the
concourse, and while it follows the same route there, its extension beyond the concourse to the southeast,
along with the elimination of the original city sidewalk, has altered pedestrian circulation at the site.
Pedestrians are no longer directed into overlooks B and C, but rather in front of them, and those wishing to
access them must make abrupt, awkward right turns back up toward the highway and around the ends of
the walls. The extension of the sidewalk to the small overlooks at the ends of the main concourse creates
the same problem; however, those are still accessible by the city sidewalk too. In all four cases, the new
sidewalks have caused the introduction of retaining walls with very modern-looking, coursed limestone
veneer having clean horizontal lines, not compatible with the Rustic style. While these are visible only from
certain vantage points along the sidewalk and breakwater, the metal pipe railings above them are plainly
obvious in the views from all small overlooks toward Lake Pepin. When all of these changes are paired with
the bituminous surfacing in the concourse; dual curbing/border materials around the island; added gravel
and plantings within the island; plantings to one side of the concourse but not the other; and concrete
sidewalks between the flagstone terraces at each end of the concourse proper, then viewed along with the
original Rustic-style wall, the design and materials come off as piecemeal rather than harmonious with each
other or the landscape.

While the craftsmanship of the wall is evident, when these conditions are

considered, the roadside property does not rise to the level of outstanding expression or exemplification.
It therefore does not meet Criterion C.
It is additionally noted that the integrity of workmanship, while good in the wall, is being lost in the flagstone
terraces as they degrade. Integrity of setting within the site has been diminished by the previously
mentioned design and material changes, and it has been negatively impacted in the surroundings of the
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site by the creation of the south harbor during the 1980s. Whereas historically the north harbor was a
feature to be viewed in the backdrop at a quarter-mile distance, the south harbor now conspicuously
occupies the immediate view north from the concourse during the prime seasons for motor tourism, due
particularly to the high density of masts.
The Lake City Concourse retains its relationship to TH 61 and Lake Pepin, and its vehicular circulation system.
Integrity of association is therefore good. Integrity of feeling, given the state of the other aspects of integrity
is fair.

5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ
Due to a lack of significance and a loss of integrity, the Lake City Concourse is not eligible for listing in the
National Register.

/$.(.2521,65(67$5($ 61397 
MN 55, 3.0 mi S of Paynesville
R.P. 111.861; Lat/Long: 45.34471 -94.68574
Stearns County

+LVWRU\
The possibility of developing a wayside rest near Lake Koronis was raised by MHD District Engineer A. W.
Moulster in a letter to Harold Olson in the summer of 1953. Moulster noted an area that had been used
for borrow, but felt that “with a little more work it could be developed into a look-out.” 7 Olson conducted
a field check and agreed with Moulster that it would “make a lovely rest point overlooking the lake.” 8
Apparently though, the right of way was insufficient, so efforts ensued to obtain additional property. At
some point during the following two years, the Paynesville Lions Club was contacted and became interested
in the project, and it agreed to furnish picnic facilities for the proposed rest area. Ultimately, the Lions Club
purchased the needed property and donated it to the MHD, as funds to acquire the land were not approved
by the state legislature. In either post-July of 1956 or during the construction season of 1957, the MHD
then prepared and graded the site and constructed the parking area, and furnished “markers” (presumably
signage to indicate the wayside) and refuse cans. No documentation could be located to indicate when
precisely the vault-toilet building was added to the site, but a June 18, 1968, document by L. E. Foote and
D. T. Wreisner, titled “Rest Area Policy,” demonstrates that “a water well, two toilets, one fireplace, picnic
tables, one picnic shelters, and refuse containers” were present by that time.

7
8

Letter, A. W. Moulster to Harold Olson, dated June 10, 1953
Letter, Harold Olson to H. G. Elletson, District Maintenance Engineer, dated July 7, 1953
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'HVFULSWLRQ
The Lake Koronis Rest Area was surveyed in September of 2016. It is located approximately 2.3 miles
southeast of the Paynesville city limits, on the west side of TH 55. It is situated on a hill approximately 0.2
mile east-northeast of Krueger Lake and nearly 0.6 mile east of Lake Koronis. Historically a Class II rest area,
it would now be considered Class IV wayside, given its size of 2.5 acres and the removal of the vault-toilet
building (Figure 230). The rest area is accessed by a bituminous driveway that extends for a short distance
west off of TH 55 before curving south and quickly terminating in a generally rectangular, bituminous
parking area lined on its west end by individual concrete parking curbs set end to end. One angular concrete
bollard is present on the northwest corner. On the south side of the southwest corner is an open, gableroofed picnic shelter of steel-post and wood-beam construction. The gable ends are faced in tongue-andgroove wood, and the roof is sheathed in corrugated metal. The steel posts are along the exterior of a
concrete-slab base, upon which are four combination picnic tables.
Approximately 10 feet east of the southeast corner of the slab is a well with hand pump, set on a raised,
concrete footing. From the southeast corner of the picnic shelter slab, a bituminous pedestrian path follows
a gradual slope south then southwest down a gradual slope to the former location of the toilet building,
which is now occupied by a portable toilet. The parking area and shelter are situated on the open, leveledoff, high point of the rest area. The rest of the site gradually slopes down to the west and is otherwise
undulating and contains oaks and other deciduous trees. Planted shrubs are evident in the vicinity of the
former toilet building. In its current state, the vegetation blocks both Krueger Lake and Lake Koronis from

FIGURE 230. LAKE KORONIS REST AREA, OVERVIEW FROM TH 55, 2016, LOOKING SOUTHWEST
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view. A row of planted, relatively young, widely spaced coniferous and deciduous trees parallels the highway
in the ditch from the north side of the turn into the site to a point approximately in line with the picnic
shelter.

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.

/$.(/$72.$5(67$5($ '//*7 
I-94, 1.15 mi NW of Jct MN 27
R.P. 99.618; Lat/Long: 45.86850 -95.45043
Douglas County
The Lake Latoka Rest Area, a Class I facility constructed circa 1969, was substantially rehabilitated in 1995,
including the replacement of the toilet building. It therefore was not subject to survey, and it is not eligible
for listing in the National Register, due to a loss of integrity.

/$.(0$=$6.$:$<6,'( 5&:/6 
MN 21, 5.0 mi N of Faribault
R.P. 6.094; Lat/Long: 44.36466 -93.39078
Rice County

+LVWRU\
A 1951 aerial photograph shows that the Lake Mazaska Wayside was constructed prior to that year. MnDOT
retains no information more specific as to its date of construction. Photographs from the mid-1960s index
at the Site Development Unit show a gravel drive that extends generally north off of TH 21, then immediately
curves generally west to follow the south shore of Lake Mazaska. Trees are planted within the interior of
the curve. The drive ends at two successive loops. The grassy islands formed by the loops contain trees.
The MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure indicates picnic tables, fireplaces, toilets, and a boat launch as
amenities in that year. An undated, but later, index recorded the same, as well as a council ring.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Lake Mazaska Wayside was surveyed in October of 2016. It is located approximately one half-mile east
of the unincorporated community of Shieldsville, on the north side of TH 21 and the south shore of Lake
Mazaska. Historically a Class II or Class III rest area, it is now designated as a Class IV wayside, given that
the toilets have been removed (Figure 131). The driveway follows the same trajectory as its historical
counterpart, but it has been paved and widened. Immediately after making the curve to the northwest, a
concrete boat launch is on the north. At this point, the full width of the drive can be used for maneuvering
boat trailers. On the west side of this part of the driveway, the pavement cuts in briefly to create a division
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FIGURE 231. LAKE MAZASKA WAYSIDE, OVERVIEW FROM TH 21, 2016, LOOKING WEST-NORTHWEST

from angled vehicle and trailer parking along the majority of the south edge of the drive. Within the cut is
grass and a sign board. Another cut is located on the west end of the parking. Beyond that cut on the
west, the drive forms a loop around a single, grassy island with a single tree. Extending off the west end of
the loop is another, small parking area. Clear views of the lake would be obtainable along the entirety of
the drive, but are currently prevented by young trees and shrubby vegetation. The picnic tables, fireplaces,
and council ring are no longer present.

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.

/(+200(',(85(67$5($ '/$/; 
MN 29, NE of Alexandria
R.P. 83.2; Lat/Long: 45.91169 -95.33375
Douglas County

+LVWRU\
The Le Homme Dieu Rest Area was constructed in 1957, when TH 29 was shifted from running between the
northwest side of Lake Le Homme Dieu and southeast side of Lake Carlos to its present route on the
southeast side of Lake Le Homme Dieu. The 1957 plan shows a turn-off extending northwest off of TH 29
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to the middle of a drive extending to the northeast and southwest (Figure 232). The southwest extension
was to lead to an overlook with a stone wall, with a view toward the lake. The northeast extension was to
lead to a parking area on the lakeshore and a boat ramp. The overlook is evident on a 1965 aerial
photograph, but the wall is not. The rest area otherwise appears to have been built according to plan. A
1969 communication in the property file for the rest area indicates that privies were put in place sometime
before then.
In 1969, the Office of Environmental Services reviewed this rest area and determined that it was a good
candidate for improvements, to serve as a facility for both tourist-travel and local use and “make it more
compatible with the highway.” 9 Beautification funds to begin the improvements did not become available
until 1972. In the meantime, in 1971, the MHD gave the Alexandria Recreation Department permission to
place a lifeguard at the wayside, install a lifeguard tower, and install ropes and floats in the water to define
an authorized swimming area. The swimming program was again allowed for in 1972.
Funds were let for a concrete-block, vault-toilet building in May of 1972, but it was not completed until the
summer of 1973. Around the time of completion, funds were requested for a well at the wayside, which
was installed in 1974. The Alexandria Public Works Department installed a security light at the wayside in
1974. The MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure indicates picnic tables, toilets, a boat launch, water, and facilities
for the physically disabled as amenities in that year.
Despite the installation of the light, vandalism plagued the wayside, and its proximity to the city of
Alexandria resulted in its much more substantial use as a local park than as a wayside rest. In 1976,
therefore, the MHD approached the City with the option to take over maintenance of the rest area. While
the City was not interested, the Alexandria Recreation Department, which operated under the umbrella of
Douglas County, was amenable to operating it as a county park under a limited use permit with the state
retaining ownership of the property, and an agreement was put in place in 1977. This arrangement is
retained into the present.
In 1992, a 20-year lease agreement with MnDOT allowed for Douglas County to “improve and operate the
facility as a public swimming beach. With assistance from the Alexandria Golden K Kiwanis Club, the
property was rebuilt with new restrooms, parking lots, and beach area” (Douglas County 2018).

9

Memorandum, D. T. Wreisner, Chief Landscape Architect, to Roy J. Larson, Assistant District Engineer, dated August 5, 1969
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FIGURE 232. LE HOMME DIEU REST AREA, 1957 SITE PLAN

Cumulative Study
Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties

Page 247

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Le Homme Dieu Rest Area was surveyed in September of 2016. It is located immediately northeast of
the Alexandria city limits, on the northwest side of TH 29 and the southeast side of Lake Le Homme Dieu.
Historically a Class II rest area, it is now operated as a Douglas County park (Figure 233). The rest area was
built to follow a natural incline, which rises to the southwest (Figure 234). The access to the site remains
the same, as does the bituminous driveway to the northeast and southwest. At the southwest end is a

Douglas County Interactive Parcel Mapping Application 2019

FIGURE 233. LE HOMME DIEU REST AREA, AERIAL OVERVIEW
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FIGURE 234. LE HOMME DIEU REST AREA, DRIVE TO UPPER ELEVATION, 2016, LOOKING SOUTHWEST

bituminous pad that retains the general, rectangular footprint of the former overlook; however, the north
edge, which faces the lake, is deteriorating and largely obscured by vegetation, which also blocks the view
of the lake (Figure 235). No evidence of a wall is present, and the slope to the lake below is wooded (Figure
236). Just beyond the west edge of the pad is an interpretive marker discussing Lake Le Homme Dieu,
which was installed by MnDOT circa 2012.
At the northeast end of the driveway, the parking area has been reoriented, narrowed, elongated, and set
back from the lake (Figure 237). Sand has been added to expand the beach between the parking area and
the lake, which occupies the former parking spaces on the lakeshore. Separation between the parking area
and the lake consists of continuous concrete curbing and a chain-link fence for the southwest majority, and
of individual parking curbs and large rocks on the northeast remainder. Just beyond the southwest end of
the parking area is the large replacement toilet building, with a capped well just off its south corner. To the
west of the toilet building is a grassy, picnic area with planted trees and tables. The 1973 MHD toilet
building has been removed, and the boat launch is no longer present.
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FIGURE 235. LE HOMME DIEU REST AREA, VIEW FROM FORMER OVERLOOK, 2016, LOOKING NORTH

FIGURE 236. LE HOMME DIEU REST AREA, VIEW UP TO FORMER OVERLOOK, 2016, LOOKING SOUTH
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FIGURE 237. LE HOMME DIEU REST AREA, VIEW OF LOWER ELEVATION, 2016, LOOKING SOUTHWEST

(YDOXDWLRQ
Alterations to the Le Homme Dieu Rest Area in the 1990s have substantially altered the site design
implemented in 1957 and improved upon in 1972, particularly at the northeast end of the site, where a
substantial beach has been created, the parking configuration altered, and a large, modern toilet building
added. Major design elements from the historical period which catered to motorists of the tourist variety
have been removed, including the 1972 toilet building and 1957 boat launch, or rendered non-functional,
including the overlook and the well. As such, it reflects its current usage as a county park and swimming
beach, rather than a historical-period wayside rest.

5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ
Due to a loss of integrity, the Le Homme Dieu Rest Area is not eligible for listing in the National Register.

/($)&,7<+,6725,&$/0$5.(5:$<6,'( 27//7 
MN 108, isthmus between W and E Leaf Lakes
R.P. 54.0; Lat/Long: 46.40832 -95.46622
Otter Tail County
The Leaf City Historical Marker Wayside, constructed circa 1938, was found not eligible for listing in the
National Register in 1998, due to a lack of significance. The reader is directed to the inventory form
prepared by Gemini in that year.
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/(1*%<5(67$5($ 3//*& 
US 2, 2.0 mi N of Lengby
R.P. 77.157, Lat/Long: 47.52814 -95.63553
Polk County
The Lengby Rest Area, constructed circa 1974, was found not eligible for listing in the National Register in
2016, due to a lack of significance. The reader is directed to Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties:
1950-1975, Historic Context and Evaluation Study.

/,0(/$.(5(67$5($ 08//7 
US 59, 0.5 mi W of Avoca
R.P. 35.067; Lat/Long: 43.95370 -95.64977
Murray County

+LVWRU\
The Lime Lake Rest Area was constructed prior to 1975. MnDOT retains no information more specific as to
its date of construction. As of 1975, based on the MHD’s rest areas brochure of that year, amenities included
picnic tables, toilets, and a boat launch. The toilets had been removed by the time of an undated, but later,
index, but the picnic tables and boat launch remained at that time.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Lime Lake Rest Area was surveyed in October of 2016. It is situated within the Avoca city limits, on the
southwest side of TH 59 and the east end of the north shore of Lime Lake. Historically a Class III rest area,
it would now be considered a Class IV facility due to the removal of the toilets (Figure 238). A short, gravel
driveway leads southwest off the highway to a generally rectangular, level, bituminous parking area with a
view to Lime Lake. A continuous concrete curb runs along the south edge of the parking area. Rounded
wood bollards run along the remaining edges. At the southeast corner of the parking area, a bituminous
drive extends south to a concrete boat launch. West of the parking area is a level, mown grassy area with
a north-south row of widely spaced deciduous trees, likely a former picnic area, but the tables have been
removed.
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FIGURE 238. LIME LAKE REST AREA, OVERVIEW FROM TH 59, LOOKING SOUTHWEST

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.

/20$15(67$5($ .&82* 
MN 11, 23.0 mi W of International Falls
R.P. 176.381; Lat/Long: 48.51315 -93.80046
Koochiching County
The Loman Rest Area, constructed circa 1965, was found not eligible for listing in the National Register in
2016, due to a lack of significance. The reader is directed to Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties:
1950-1975, Historic Context and Evaluation Study.

/21*/$.(52$'6,'(3$5.,1*$5($ &:16& 
MN 371, 4.6 mi N of MN 77
R.P. 39.8; Lat/Long: 46.43912 -94.30447
Crow Wing County
The Long Lake Roadside Parking Area, likely developed in the 1950s and known to have been improved in
1969, was found not eligible for listing in the National Register in 2016, due to a lack of significance. The
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reader is directed to Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties: 1950-1975, Historic Context and
Evaluation Study.

/21*/$.(9(5*$65(67$5($ 279*6 
MN 228, in Vergas on Long Lake
R.P. 0.688; Lat/Long: 46.66472 -95.79841
Otter Tail County

+LVWRU\
An aerial photograph dating to July of 1963 shows that the Long Lake-Vergas Rest Area was developed
sometime prior to that date. Although the scale prevents the identification of fine details, one parking area
is evident. The MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure indicates picnic tables, fireplaces, toilets, water, and a boat
launch as amenities offered in that year. An undated, but later, index records these, specifies two privies,
additionally notes a picnic shelter and an informational marker, and indicates that the rest area was being
maintained by the City of Vergas.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Long Lake - Vergas Rest Area was surveyed in September of 2016. It is located on the southeast side
of TH 228 and the northwest shore of Long Lake in Vergas (Figure 239). Historically a Class II facility, it
remains so at present. The rest area is relatively long and narrow, and is generally level but gradually slopes
down to the lake. Access to the rest area is near its northeast end, where a bituminous driveway/walkway
extends southeast off of TH 228, makes a curve to the southwest and parallels the highway through the site,
and terminates at a P-shaped parking area near the southwest end of the site (Figure 240). Individual
concrete parking curbs line the southeast edge of the parking area. Remnant bituminous surfacing between
the parking area and the highway suggests that the rest area formerly could be accessed from this point as
well. A second, rectangular parking area is located on the exterior of the driveway’s initial curve (Figure
241). Angular, concrete bollards are located along its northeast and southwest edges, while the southeast
edge features a continuous concrete curb. While no signage or barriers are present to suggest that vehicles
cannot drive between the two parking areas, the pavement width suggests that it is now intended primarily
for pedestrians, and probably park maintenance vehicles. It may, however, once have been wider and
accommodated two-way automobile traffic. A line of somewhat regularly spaced deciduous trees runs
along its northwest side, while the same are more randomly arranged between its southeast side and the
lake.
A wide array of built elements have been added to the park and wayside rest over the years and are
described from southeast to northwest.

All are located on the south-southeast side of the

driveway/walkway. On the southeast side of the northeast half of the P-shaped parking area, sand has been
placed to create a beach (Figure 242). At the northeast end of the beach, on a concrete slab, is a wood-
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FIGURE 239. LONG LAKE-VERGAS REST AREA, AERIAL OVERVIEW

FIGURE 240. LONG LAKE-VERGAS REST AREA, SOUTHWEST PARKING AREA, 2016, LOOKING NORTHEAST
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FIGURE 241. LONG LAKE-VERGAS REST AREA, NORTHEAST PARKING AREA, 2016, LOOKING SOUTH-SOUTHEAST

FIGURE 242. LONG LAKE-VERGAS REST AREA, BEACH, 2016, LOOKING NORTH-NORTHEAST
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frame, gable-roofed picnic shelter put up by the local Lions Club and housing three wood, combination
picnic tables (Figure 243). Unsheltered sets of the same type are scattered throughout the park. Beyond
the picnic shelter is a terrace defined by a stone retaining wall (Figure 244). Upon the terrace is a small
planter faced in rubble stone, and another, short retaining wall, behind which lilies have been planted in
front of a concrete-block toilet building with a concrete-block privacy screen. The toilet building, which
rests on a concrete slab, is not of a standard MHD design and therefore was probably built by the city. The
main roof has a low, wide gable, and along the full length of its peak runs a narrower ventilation component
of wood-frame construction and with a parallel gable. The roofs of both portions are sheathed in standing
seam metal. A sidewalk extends from the northeast side of the concrete slab to another sidewalk running
perpendicular to the driveway/walkway. The perpendicular sidewalk connects to the driveway on the
northwest, and leads southeast to the lakeshore and a wood fishing pier beyond (Figure 245). A sign by
the pier notes that it was a cooperative project between the City of Vergas and the DNR. A post with a
plaque in front of that sign reads “David J. Bruhn, 1951-2004, friend of Vergas.”
Moving to the northeast side of the perpendicular walk, one encounters a fireplace of mortared rubble
stone with cooking and other horizontal surfaces of concrete; a drinking fountain with a surround of
mortared rubble-stone fronted by brick; and a well enclosure of mortared rubble stone with a concrete cap,
sheltered by a shingle-clad, gabled roof supported by a simple post-and-beam structure (Figure 246). Given
the similarity of the construction of the fireplace and fountain surround, they are likely contemporaneous.

FIGURE 243. LONG LAKE-VERGAS REST AREA, PICNIC SHELTER AT BEACH, 2016, LOOKING NORTH-NORTHEAST
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FIGURE 244. LONG LAKE-VERGAS REST AREA, TERRACE AND TOILET BUILDING, 2016, LOOKING NORTH

FIGURE 245. LONG LAKE-VERGAS REST AREA, FISHING PIER, 2016, LOOKING SOUTHEAST
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FIGURE 246. LONG LAKE- VERGAS REST AREA, FIREPLACE, FOUNTAIN, WELL, AND FLAGPOLE, 2016, LOOKING EASTNORTHEAST

A plaque on the back of the fountain surround reads “Long Lake Park, 1959.” The stone of the well enclosure
is coursed, rather than randomly arranged, similar to the likely more recent small planter near the toilet
building. Southeast of the well, on the lakeshore, is a flagpole set inside of a small, circular planter of
modern retaining block (see Figure 246).
Continuing northeast, between the driveway/walkway and the lake is a large, concrete loon statue (Figure
247). At-grade concrete panels are arranged in a rectangular plan and define the edges of a mulched area
with plantings around its base. A plaque on the base indicates that the statue was dedicated in 1963 in
memory of Ewald C. Krueger, postmaster, and that it was a community project sponsored by the Vergas fire
department. The statue was created by Robert Bruns, who additionally created a mallard statue in Wheaton
and an otter statue in Fergus Falls (Pohlen 2003).
The next element is a water fountain with benches, of mortared rubble stone capped in concrete. A plaque
on its side reads, “In memory of Dan Crozier, 1978” (Figure 248). Northeast of that is a modern playground
set, beyond which is the rectangular parking area.
A raised boardwalk/ramp extends from the northeast edge of the rectangular parking area down to a
second Lions Club picnic shelter, similar to the first in its construction, but larger, accommodating six picnic
tables (Figure 249). A post with plaque next to the entry to the boardwalk indicates that it was an Eagle
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FIGURE 247. LONG LAKE-VERGAS REST AREA, LOON STATUE, 2016, LOOKING NORTH

FIGURE 248. LONG LAKE-VERGAS REST AREA, WATER FOUNTAIN WITH BENCHES, 2016, LOOKING NORTHWEST
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FIGURE 249. LONG LAKE-VERGAS REST AREA, BOARDWALK, PICNIC SHELTER, AND CONCRETE-BLOCK FIREPLACE,
2016, LOOKING EAST-NORTHEAST

Scout project, but it is undated. A concrete-block fireplace set on a concrete slab is located southwest of
the picnic shelter, while a standard charcoal grill on a post is set to its northeast. East-northeast of the
picnic shelter is a grassy area with a picnic table next to a stand of coniferous trees amidst additional
deciduous trees, beyond which the property tapers off as the highway runs closer to the lake (Figure 250).
The boat launch identified in the 1975 brochure has been removed.
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FIGURE 250. LONG LAKE-VERGAS REST AREA, GRASSY AREA AT NORTHEAST END, 2016, LOOKING EAST-NORTHEAST

(YDOXDWLRQ
The design of the Long Lake - Vergas Rest Area, which consists essentially of various structures, objects,
and a building set at various distances from one side of single driveway/walkway, is not complex. While the
site affords views to Long Lake, it does not achieve these in an outstanding or innovative fashion. The
circulation pattern does not clearly incorporate the separation of pedestrian and motorized traffic, and it
appears to have been altered by the elimination of an entrance off of the highway. Several of the elements
present either were not part of the MHD design and/or post-date 1975 and therefore the rest area does
not present a cohesive plan dating to the period of significance. Further, as many were installed by the City
and in at least one case, the DNR, they do not speak to the provision of traveler amenities by the MHD as
part of a design plan. No historical or geological markers are present. The stone fireplace and fountain
surround, which incorporate non-dressed stone and a liberal use of mortar, do not reflect skilled
craftsmanship, are not of high artistic value, and are not uniquely adapted to the site.
The loon statue was created as a memorial, and while it undoubtedly served as a tourist attraction for rest
area visitors during the period of significance, its raison d’être was tied to the goals for the city park rather
than a direct result of the concern for traveler safety. It is possible, however, that the statue is individually
significant as a community project, as a roadside attraction, or as the work of Robert Bruns.
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5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ
Due to a lack of significance, the Long Lake - Vergas Rest Area is not eligible for listing in the National
Register. The loon statue may be individually eligible for listing in the National Register under other historic
contexts, pending additional study.

0&*5(*255(67$5($ $.0*& 
MN 210, at McGregor
R.P. 173.494; Lat/Long: 46.60782 -93.30097
Aitkin County
The McGregor Rest Area, a Class II facility constructed circa 1975, was fully redesigned in 1997, including
the replacement of the toilet building. It therefore was not subject to survey, and it is not eligible for listing
in the National Register, due to a loss of integrity.

0$,1(35$,5,(&251(56+,6725,&$/0$5.(5:$<6,'( .,0%$//
52$'6,'(3$5.,1*$5($  61035 
MN 15,200 feet SW of CR 147
R.P. 137.5; Lat/Long: 45.38056 -94.26724
Stearns County
The Maine Prairie Corners Historical Marker Wayside, also known as the Kimball Roadside Parking Area,
constructed in 1949, was found not eligible for listing in the National Register in 1998, due to a lack of
significance. The reader is directed to the inventory form prepared by Gemini in that year.

0$/025(67$5($ $.0$/ 
MN 18, 0.5 mi W of Malmo
R.P. 37.863; Lat/Long: 46.33628 -93.52620
Aitkin County

+LVWRU\
A site plan for a rest area near Malmo was developed by Harold Olson in 1948, but it did not come to
fruition. His design included a parking area and a series of looping bituminous paths, leading to numerous
picnic tables, a council ring, a well, and two toilets. A plan titled “Proposed Approach for Roadside Parking
Area at Malmo” was developed in March of 1955 (Figure 251). The somewhat informal plan depicts a
driveway leading west-southwest from TH 18 and crossing old TH 18 on the way to a rectangular parking
area on the shore of Lake Mille Lacs. The parking area is shown with face curb on the lakeside edge and
rustic concrete guardrail on the other edges. Picnic tables and a pedestrian path system are sketched in to
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FIGURE 251. MALMO REST ARA, 1955 SITE PLAN
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the south of the parking area. The path system is simple, consisting of a main segment extending generally
south from the portion of the driveway between old TH 18 and the parking area, then reaching a fork that
led either generally east to old TH 18 or generally west to the lake. The wayside was likely constructed
during 1955, and definitely no later than 1964, based on dated photographs held at the Site Development
Unit. These photographs and an aerial photograph dating to 1969 show that the wayside was laid out
according to the plan. The standard photographs additionally show a historical marker present at the site.
The marker was not installed by the MHD, but rather, was erected by the “Mothers’ Club after World War
II”. 10 The shaft, set on a two-tiered concrete platform, is constructed of mortared rubble stone, and is
peaked at the top. Inset into the shaft is a bronze plaque bearing “the names of 69 men and women from
[the Malmo] area who served their country in [World War II]”. 11 A letter contained in the property file
indicates that pit toilets were placed at the site prior to improvements carried out in the 1970s, which may
have occurred during the initial development at the site.
In 1972, plans were prepared for improvements to the Malmo site, but were not implemented at that time
due to insufficient Highway Beautification funds 12 (Figure 252). Funding was approved and work on the
improvements largely completed in 1974. These included a vault-toilet building of the standard, MHD,
concrete-block variety; a small, bituminous parking area next to it; paving the original parking area; adding
more picnic tables; eliminating “meaningless trails and roadways,” and the “planting of shade trees to
replace the older mature, vegetation”. 13 The historical marker was to be relocated within the site “by
others”. 14 The MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure indicates toilets, picnic tables, and facilities for the physically
disabled as amenities in that year. Per the request of local resident Ed Swedberg and related to the presence
of the historical marker, the rest area was named Malmo Memorial Park in 1978.
In 1980, the trails were eliminated because they were being improperly used to facilitate boat launching,
and to deter vandalism to a neighboring private property. A formal boat landing was constructed adjacent
to the parking area in anticipation of either the DNR and/or Aitkin County taking over custodial control of
the property. The DNR did so in 1994, with the addition of a large third parking lot as part of their plan for
the site. The third parking lot was built to the north of the first and adjacent to old TH 18 likely in 1994 or
1995, but no later than 2003.

10

Letter, Ed Swedberg to Governor Rudy Perpich, dated January 11, 1978

11

Ibid.

12

Letter, L. E. Foote, to Mr. Ed Swedberg, dated November 21, 1973

13

Letter, Wendell R. Anderson to Mr. C. Edwin Swedberg, dated November 13, 1974

14

“Construction Plan for Malmo Rest Area Structure, & Site Improvement,” dated May 29, 1974
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FIGURE 252. MALMO REST AREA, 1972 SITE PLAN
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'HVFULSWLRQ
The Malmo Rest Area was surveyed in August of 2016. It is located on the west side of TH 18, approximately
one half-mile west of Malmo (Figure 253). It became a Class II rest area in 1974, but the toilet building has
been removed, and it is now designated as a Class IV wayside. The topography is flat, in keeping with the
area surrounding it. The area south of the driveway, between old TH 18 (325th Avenue) and the lake has an
open, parklike feel, with manicured grass and a few widely spaced, light clusters of deciduous and coniferous
trees (Figure 254). Trees, shrubs, and flowers line the lakeshore in this area, but are not so consistently
concentrated as to altogether prevent views of the lake. The area north of the driveway, including around
the most recent parking lot, is in its naturally heavily wooded state.
The configuration of the original driveway has not changed, but a second, parallel driveway has been added
to the south to directly connect old TH 18 and the boat launch. All three parking areas remain, but the
small one in front of the former toilet building location does not have striping, and its curbing is no longer
evident, due to removal or vegetation overgrowth (Figure 255). The original parking area is striped with
only a few spots north of the driveway leading into it, as the remainder is likely now intended for boattrailer maneuvering (Figure 256). Wide, concrete curbing remains along its west edge. Bollards line the
south edge of the south driveway; the north, south, and east edges of the boat landing, except where it is
adjacent to other pavement; the south edge of the north driveway, west of old TH 18; and the east edge of
the original parking area between the north driveway and the boat landing. No sidewalks or pedestrian
paths are present at the site.
On the south side of the original driveway, west of old TH 18, are two nearly adjacent signs oriented to face
incoming traffic, one with a rustic wood structure holding a metal panel that reads “Malmo Memorial Park,”
and the other a standard, wood DNR sign identifying the site as the Mille Lacs Lake Malmo Bay Public Water
Access. Immediately west of these is a three-sided wood enclosure around a portable toilet. In the south
half of the open area is a single, wood picnic table. All others have been removed. Nearby are two geodetic
survey markers embedded in raised blocks of concrete approximately 75 feet apart. At the south end of
the site is the historical marker, the plaque for which indicates it was dedicated in 1949 (Figure 257). Next
to it is a curved, red paver-brick wall, set within which in a checkerboard arrangement are gray paver bricks
etched with the names, military branches, war served in, and/or years of service of local veterans, some of
whom are the same as those listed on the 1949 marker. The wall does not note its dedication date, but it
was not indicated as an existing or proposed element in the 1974 plan. At the base of the wall is a brick
walking surface which follows the curvature of the wall and does not extend beyond it. Behind the wall is a
flagpole.
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Aitkin County GIS Interactive Map 2019

FIGURE 253. MALMO REST AREA, AERIAL OVERVIEW

FIGURE 254. MALMO REST AREA, VIEW FROM ORIGINAL DRIVEWAY, 2016, LOOKING SOUTH
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FIGURE 255. MALMO REST AREA, PARKING AREA AT LOCATION OF FORMER TOILET BUILDING, 2016, LOOKING EASTNORTHEAST

FIGURE 256. MALMO REST AREA, ORIGINAL PARKING AREA, 2016, LOOKING NORTH
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FIGURE 257. MALMO REST AREA, VETERANS MEMORIAL AT SOUTH END, 2016, LOOKING NORTHWEST

(YDOXDWLRQ
No evidence could be found to indicate that this Class I rest area is significant under Criterion A.
The 1949 historical marker pre-dates the construction of the Malmo Rest Area, was not part of an MHD site
design plan, and it was not constructed by the MHD. The memorial wall also was not part of an MHD site
plan or constructed by the MHD. The Malmo Rest Area does not otherwise contain any objects or structures
that exhibit complex design skill, craftsmanship expressing high artistic value, or the work of a master
uniquely adapted to the site, nor any that express regional identity. While the site is situated on the shore
of Lake Mille Lacs, it does not emphasize the lake or other natural features in an innovative or outstanding
fashion. Neither the 1955 nor the 1974 site plan is complex. They do not require noteworthy measures to
conform to natural topography, separate vehicular traffic from TH 18 in an outstanding or innovative
fashion, safely segregate motorized from pedestrian traffic, or include safety features that were innovative
in either year. The vault-toilet building and all but one picnic table have been removed, and no other
amenities are present. The Malmo Rest Area therefore does not meet Criterion C.

5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ
Due to a lack of significance, the Malmo Rest Area is not eligible for listing in the National Register.
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0$3/(721+,6725,&$/0$5.(5:$<6,'( %(03& 
W Side of MN 22 at Central Avenue in Mapleton
R.P. 35.7; Lat/Long: 43.93415 -93.95809
Blue Earth County
The Mapleton Historical Marker Wayside, constructed in 1962, was found not eligible for listing in the
National Register in 2016, due to a lack of significance. The reader is directed to Minnesota Trunk Highway
Roadside Properties: 1950-1975, Historic Context and Evaluation Study.

0$5,1(2167&52,;52$'6,'(3$5.,1*$5($ :$0;& 
TH 95 just S of Jct CSAH 7
R.P. 92.8; Lat/Long: 45.19851 -92.77001
Washington County
The Marine On St. Croix Roadside Parking Area, constructed circa 1953, was found not eligible for listing in
the National Register in 2016, due to a lack of significance. The reader is directed to Minnesota Trunk
Highway Roadside Properties: 1950-1975, Historic Context and Evaluation Study.

0$5,215(67$5($ 2/(<7 
I-90, 3.5 mi E of US 52
R.P. 221.726; Lat/Long: 43.95655 -92.28526
Olmsted County
The Marion Rest Area, a Class I facility constructed circa 1972, was rehabilitated in 1999, including the
replacement of the toilet building. It therefore was not subject to survey, and it is not eligible for listing in
the National Register, due to a loss of integrity.

0(1'27$29(5/22. '.0+& 
Sibley Memorial Highway, off MN 13
R.P. 106.3; Lat/Long: 44.86738 -93.17398
Dakota County

+LVWRU\
Plans for the construction of a “roadside parking overlook” at Mendota were developed by the MHD with
Arthur Nichols as the consulting landscape architect and approved in December of 1937, with the planting
plan to follow in 1939. The plans show a drive, lined on both sides by four-inch concrete curbing, extending
west off of the then-proposed TH 13 and curving south to the north end of the overlook proper (Figure
258). The overlook, outlined by a masonry wall, is generally semi-circular in plan, with a straight wall on the
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FIGURE 258. MENDOTA OVERLOOK, 1937 SITE PLAN
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east and a large, curved bay on the west, facing the Chicago St. Paul Minneapolis and Omaha railroad line,
but beyond that Gun Club Lake and the Minnesota River valley. At the south end, equivalent to the width
and location of the drive on the north, a small, projecting, rectangular bay holds three stone benches with
concrete seats, one placed along each of its walls. To its west is an angular recess to contain three Siberian
peashrubs, separating it from a staircase down to the surrounding ground level, while to the west of the
drive, the arrangement is mirrored with a concave curve in lieu of the angular recess. Recesses to the east
of the drive and small bay mirror their western counterparts.
West of both staircases, the overlook wall extends approximately seven feet west to a pier, then makes a
90-degree turn and extends a distance of 15.8 feet to meet the pier at the end of the curved bay. Centered
on this 15.8 feet is another bench. Along the interior of the bay wall is a flagstone walk, four feet and eight
inches wide. Plantings other than the peashrubs are shown to include honeysuckle extending from the west
sides of the staircases along the exterior of approximately one-third of the curved wall; clusters of Pfitzer
junipers and eastern red cedar surrounding the northeast and southeast “corners” of the overlook; spirea
bushes along the east wall to their interior; and 24 Boston ivy “scattered along [the] outside face of [the]
wall.”
The Mendota Overlook was constructed in 1938 by Mendota Work Camp No. 1, which was one of 25 or 26
WPA work camps established in Minnesota beginning in 1933 dedicated to the employment of homeless
men, and the Mendota camp, begun in 1935, initially only to homeless black men. The camp was intended
for 200 laborers, but 171 were enrolled by June of 1935. In March of the following year, 93 black men were
transferred to a camp near Brainerd at the behest of Mendota Township residents, who had signed a petition
to effect their removal. It is not known whether or not these men constituted the entirety of the Mendota
camp population at that time, whether they were replaced with black or white workers, or if the camp was
desegregated; therefore, the racial makeup of the camp in 1938 is not known (Minnesota ArchitectureHistory Inventory Form, DK-MHC-012, revised; MnDOT Historic Roadside Development Structures Inventory
form, DK-MHC-012). A photograph held at the Minnesota Historical Society taken at the quarry in Mendota
from which the stone for the overlook was obtained shows black and white men working together, but the
date provided is “circa 1940,” so it does not speak definitively to any particular year in the camp’s history.
Plantings at the wayside were installed by the NYA in 1939 (MnDOT Historic Roadside Development
Structures Inventory form, DK-MHC-012).
Historical standard and aerial photographs indicate that the overlook proper was built according to plan
(Figures 259 and 260); however, the drive instead connected to TH 13 at a point equivalent with the southern
end of the overlook and curved up to the north before heading west and south into the overlook as
designed. Aerial photographs show plantings installed in the locations indicated, although specific species
are not evident at the scale involved. What appears to be a second vehicular route to the exterior of the
overlook is visible in a 1940 and subsequent aerial photographs. This route came in at the same point on
TH 13 as the first, then extended generally west to an apparent parking area near the south staircase. It
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