FIGURE 65. CHRISTMAS LAKE ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, ISLAND FROM COVINGTON AND RADISSON ROADS, 2019,
LOOKING SOUTHWEST

The remaining built elements in Unit A have not undergone any restorative measures, leaving them as they
were in 1997, or more deteriorated. The small, rectangular-plan parking lot, originally gravel and lined with
stone curbing, is now paved and lined with concrete replacement curbing (Figure 66). From the parking lot,
the curbing extends along the northwest edge of the drive to the northeast and southwest. It terminates
on the northeast at a point just past the well house foundation, and on the southwest just past the council
ring. Adjacent to the curbing near the council ring is the lower of two concrete steps which rise west toward
the feature (Figure 67).
The council ring is located approximately 30 feet southwest of the southwest corner of the parking lot
(Figure 68). It continues to deteriorate, and it exhibits missing mortar and numerous missing stones. The
interiors of the council ring and its internal fire ring are occupied by volunteer vegetation.
The well house foundation is less than 10 feet north of the northwest corner of the parking lot (Figure 69).
The random-ashlar piers of the foundation remain joined by closed walls of the same construction capped
by concrete, in lieu of the open timber rail present historically, and they retain the crudely poured concrete
caps. The walls are separating. An added concrete covering remains over the flagstone floor, and what
remained of the pump has been removed. The two stone steps on each of the west and east sides are
dilapidated and overgrown.
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FIGURE 66. CHRISTMAS LAKE ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, PARKING AREA, 2019, LOOKING WEST-NORTHWEST

FIGURE 67. CHRISTMAS LAKE ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, STEPS LEADING TOWARD COUNCIL RING, 2019, LOOKING
WEST-NORTHWEST
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FIGURE 68. CHRISTMAS LAKE ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, COUNCIL RING, 2019, LOOKING NORTHWEST

FIGURE 69. CHRISTMAS LAKE ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, WELL HOUSE FOUNDATION, 2019, LOOKING NORTHEAST
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The well house, parking lot, and council ring are located on top of a hill. A short distance west of the council
ring, at the base of the hill, is the historical marker (Figure 70). The condition of the marker complex has
worsened over the past two decades. What remains visible of the formerly level plaza, consisting of most
of the concrete inset and a few patches of bituminous, is sloped down to the north. The remainder is
covered by grass. Ground heave has caused the south bench to slope down to the south, and the north
bench has sunk to the point that the seat is only a few inches above ground level. The marker shaft and
wing walls, which are linearly arranged and double as a retaining wall at the base of the hill, are missing
mortar and stones (Figure 71). No shrubs remain in the vicinity of the marker, but eight spruce are present
behind it, arranged in a staggered, well-spaced fashion on the hillside (Figure 72).
Unit A is mowed and maintained. It contains numerous mature trees, including coniferous and deciduous
varieties.
West of Unit A to the east of Delton Avenue, the area identified on the plans for the kitten ball field is
occupied by green space (Figure 73). This space is divided by an east-west running chain-link fence that
extends from just east of Delton Avenue, ultimately to the north edge of Resurrection Cemetery. As noted
previously, the two picnic areas that were to the east of the kitten ball field; the drive paralleling TH 7, which
constituted part of the original circulation system; and the 1957 driveway and parking lot have been
eliminated by the construction of Old Market Road and Delton Avenue.
The portion of the park on the north side of TH 7 historically could be accessed via one of three turn-offs
from TH 7 to the north. One was located at the east limits of the park, one at the west limits, and one was
as previously described, dividing the smaller east section from the larger west section. All three made

FIGURE 70. CHRISTMAS LAKE ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, HISTORICAL MARKER COMPLEX, LOOKING EAST
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FIGURE 71. CHRISTMAS LAKE ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, EXAMPLE OF MISSING STONE WITH VIEW OF SUNKEN NORTH
BENCH, LOOKING NORTHEAST

FIGURE 72. CHRISTMAS LAKE ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, VIEW OF MARKER WITH TREES, LOOKING EAST
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FIGURE 73. CHRISTMAS LAKE ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, AREA OF KITTEN BALL FIELD ON PLANS, LOOKING
SOUTHEAST

connections to what is now Excelsior Boulevard. The turn-offs have all been eliminated, with all vestiges of
the former two drives removed. Today, direct access to the north portion of the park is via Excelsior
Boulevard only. From TH 7, this access involves turning north onto Vine Hill Road, which is well east of the
park, driving approximately 300 feet to Excelsior Boulevard, and then driving west and south on Excelsior
Boulevard through residential areas for three quarters of a mile to the overlook. Alternately, one might turn
north off TH 7 to Christmas Lake Road, which is well west of the park, drive approximately 170 feet to
Excelsior Boulevard, and then drive east and northeast for approximately three quarters of a mile through
residential areas to the overlook. From the overlook, one may take St. Alban’s Bay Road east to the parking
area where the community gardens are located.
The overlook is generally as described in 1997 (Figure 74). The view from the overlook is not particularly
captivating, as the forefront is occupied by a wide and busy highway (Figure 75). The widening of the
highway resulted in the view also containing an obviously cut hillside occupied by scrubby vegetation.
Historical photographs show that Christmas Lake was originally visible from the overlook, and potentially
some of the park’s south side features, such as the council ring (Figure 76). Now, only the historical marker
is visible, and dense, mature trees have eliminated the view of the lake. Some of the overgrowth described
in 1997 as being near the retaining wall has apparently been removed, as now it is evident that two stone
steps span the distance between the east end of the overlook wall and the west end of the retaining wall
(see Figure 74, forefront). These, and the retaining wall, are in a fairly advanced state of decomposition.
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FIGURE 74. CHRISTMAS LAKE ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, OVERLOOK, LOOKING WEST

FIGURE 75. CHRISTMAS LAKE ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, VIEW FROM OVERLOOK, LOOKING SOUTH
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FIGURE 76. CHRISTMAS LAKE ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, OVERLOOK, CIRCA 1940

Just west of Unit B, the former picnic area is currently occupied by dense vegetation (Figure 77). This area
and the overlook used to be linked to Unit C through a pedestrian path system, which as noted above, has
been removed. The overlook and the rest of the roadside development to its east on the north side of TH
7 are now owned by the City of Shorewood.
The area of Unit C is now known as Southshore Community Park, and a sign indicating it as such has been
placed in the island between the parking lot and St. Alban’s Bay Road. A plastic recycling can, a portable
toilet, and a wood information board are located on the east side of the lot, while a metal combination
picnic table, metal trash can, and a recycling cylinder are to the west side (Figure 78). Metal posts with
reflectors line the south side in a grassy area which divides the lot from TH 7. The east edge of the
community gardens is approximately 40 feet from west edge of the parking lot (Figure 79). The gardens
measure approximately 100 feet east-west by 50 feet north-south. In between the gardens and the lot, in
a square, poured-concrete pad, is a well pump with attached hose for use by the gardeners. The former
picnic area to the east of Unit C appears generally as a grassy area containing an aisle formed by trees
(Figure 80).
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FIGURE 77. CHRISTMAS LAKE ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, FORMER PICNIC AREA WEST OF OVERLOOK, LOOKING WEST

FIGURE 78. CHRISTMAS LAKE ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, PARKING LOT OCCUPYING FORMER ROAD, LOOKING SOUTH
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FIGURE 79. CHRISTMAS LAKE ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, COMMUNITY GARDENS, LOOKING EAST

FIGURE 80. CHRISTMAS LAKE ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, FORMER EAST END PICNIC AREA, LOOKING WEST
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(YDOXDWLRQ
The Christmas Lake Roadside Parking Area was recommended in 1998 as eligible for listing in the National
Register as a rare federal relief property type, being one of eight roadside properties inventoried which
included a stone council ring and one of two with “elaborate well and pump structures”; a property
significant to the history of roadside development for its construction during the Depression and a wellpreserved example of the work of the NYA in partnership with the MHD; a well-developed example of the
National Park Service Rustic style; and an important example of the work of Arthur Nichols (MnDOT Historic
Roadside Development Structures Inventory form, MU-AVC-010). It has been re-evaluated under the
revised evaluation criteria for roadside properties along Minnesota’s trunk highways.
The Christmas Lake Roadside Parking Area is not one of the earliest roadside property developments with
involvement by the MHD. No evidence has been found to indicate that its design or construction influenced
subsequent roadside development practice or projects or that it fulfilled a key transportation-related need
beyond motorist respite and recreation, i.e., that it is a particularly important accomplishment of the MHD.
The property does not reflect an important shift in the pattern of highway travel. It therefore is not
significant under Criterion A in the area of transportation.
During the major thrust of construction of the Christmas Lake Roadside Parking Area, the 1937 construction
season and at least part of the 1938 construction season, the project employed a particularly large work
force, one averaging 50 young men per month. As such, it constitutes an important federal relief project in
the state and is therefore significant under Criterion A in the area of social history.
As built, the Christmas Lake Roadside Parking Area included a well-rounded complement of recreational
amenities constructed over the course of a four-year period, including hiking trails, several picnic areas with
tables and fireplaces, a council ring, a well house, an overlook, a historical marker, and likely a playing field.
The combination of these strongly conveyed the accommodation of the recreational goals of the motoring
public and would render the property significant under Criterion A in the area of entertainment/recreation.
Historical photographs, along with the site plan, show that when the Christmas Lake Roadside Parking Area
was completed, it was a fine example of the National Park Service Rustic style aesthetic in landscape
architecture. Likely local stone and timber were used in the parking area’s structures and objects, which
were appropriately sited and scaled so as to be subordinate to the natural landscape, and incorporated
randomly laid stone to avoid rigid lines. The overlook, for example, crowned the hillside onto which it was
built in an unobtrusive fashion, nearly blending into the slope, and the timbers supporting the roof of the
well house complemented the trees growing in its immediate vicinity (Figures 81 and 82). Pedestrian paths
in leisurely loops led visitors through the wooded and open areas of the wayside rest, connecting them to
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Olson photo album

FIGURE 81. CHRISTMAS LAKE ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, OVERLOOK, UNDATED
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Olson photo album

FIGURE 82. CHRISTMAS LAKE ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, VIEW SHOWING WELL HOUSE, UNDATED

pastoral picnic areas and to the overlook, drawing attention to Christmas Lake. These are just a few
examples of the combined property features which would render the Christmas Lake Roadside Parking Area
significant under Criterion C as a property constituting an outstanding expression of the Rustic style, its
design on par with such contemporary waysides, similarly large and bisected by highways, as the PineHickory Lakes Roadside Parking Area, which is listed in the National Register, and the Cold Spring Roadside
Parking Area, which was considered eligible until it suffered a loss of integrity.
The Christmas Lake Roadside Parking Area has also suffered a loss of integrity which substantially
compromises its ability to convey its historical significance under Criterion A or C. Historically, while the
property was indirectly accessible using rather circuitous municipal routes, it was intended to be directly
accessed from TH 7 by turns directly into the property. Direct access from the highway has been removed,
creating a loss of association and setting, a lack of awareness of the parking area for the highway motorist,
and a major alteration to originally designed vehicular circulation patterns. In addition to the loss of
vehicular circulation routes has been the total loss of pedestrian circulation routes, which provided visitors
with both a means of recreation and a sense of continuity through the wayside. Even though no designed
paths led across the highway, it was historically quiet and narrow enough, and the two sides of the property
obtained enough visual connection that pedestrians felt comfortable moving between them (Figure 83);
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Olson photo album

FIGURE 83. CHRISTMAS LAKE ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, PEDESTRIANS CROSSING TH 7, CIRCA 1940

these conditions point to the notion that the Christmas Lake Roadside Parking Area was, despite the
bisection by TH 7, intended and considered to be a single, cohesive property. The most basic evidence of
this intent is that the north and south sides of the highway were not designed as two different roadside
parking areas. Today, the Christmas Lake Roadside Parking Area achieves no continuity of movement either
between both sides of the highway or within a single side of the highway. TH 7 is extremely busy and
cannot be crossed by pedestrians. Due to access closures, it also cannot be crossed by vehicles except well
west or well east of the park.
The overlook exists as an isolated entity in what is now a residential area, with no pedestrian paths to
connect it to the rest of the north portion of the wayside. The council ring, well house foundation, and
small parking lot on the south side similarly form their own compartment, which though proximate to the
historical marker, feel separate from it since no paths lead to the marker. The marker is particularly isolated,
as it is not visible from the hilltop where these elements are located, and the drive south from TH 7, from
which the front of the marker would have been visible, no longer exists. Other losses in the design,
association, and setting of the site include the loss of the playing field, assuming it was in the area planned,
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and nearly all of the former picnic areas, with two eliminated by new roads, one by impassable vegetation,
and one by community gardens. The fifth picnic area, on the east end of the north side, now appears as a
grassy area with an aisle of trees.
The picnic area at the community gardens, though not indicated on the original plan, was known to have
existed based on the former presence of a stone fireplace. That stone fireplace, one other identified in 1997,
and the presumable others which existed according to the plan, have been removed, as have a stone picnic
table and seats, all other picnic tables historically present, and the superstructure of the well house. These
contribute to not only loss of design, but also materials and workmanship. Further contributing to the loss
of these aspects is the replacement of the timber rails between the well house foundation piers with closed
stone walls; the application of concrete caps to the well house piers and walls; the concrete covering over
the flagstone floor of the well house foundation; the substantial loss of the plaza in front of the historical
marker; and the sunken/skewed state of the benches at the historical marker. Setting additionally has been
compromised by the widening and increased traffic of TH 7, and vegetation which presents an inability to
view Christmas Lake from the overlook.
All of the described losses impact the property’s ability not only to convey its significance in landscape
architecture, but also in social history and entertainment/recreation. Without, for example, the 666 lineal
feet of trail construction reported in the Annual Report of the Accomplishments of Roadside Development
Along the Trunk Highways in Minnesota for 1938, the wayside is less able to convey the amount of labor
needed to develop the property or the variety of recreational options afforded to visitors.
Ultimately, the Christmas Lake Roadside Parking Area also has substantial diminishment in integrity of
feeling. Rather than a large, cohesive, trunk highway wayside rest, it presents on the north more like an
isolated overlook randomly placed in a residential area, with a view of an urban highway no less, and an
unaffiliated, modern, well-separated community park with gardens. The features in the south side, which
no longer feels physically or visually connected to the north side, present more like the clustered remnants
of an isolated, much smaller roadside parking area.

5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ
Due to a loss of integrity, the Christmas Lake Roadside Parking Area is not eligible for listing in the National
Register.

&/($5/$.(5(67$5($ -.'60 
I-90, 4.2 mi W of Jackson
R.P. 69.372; Lat/Long: 43.63573 -95.08344
Jackson County
As of 2019, the Clear Lake Rest Area, a Class I facility constructed circa 1975, is undergoing a
redesign/reconstruction, including the replacement of the toilet building. It is therefore not eligible for
listing in the National Register, due to a loss of integrity.
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&/(0(176215(67$5($ /:&/( 
MN 11, Clemenston City
R.P. 137.333, Lat/Long: 48.69165 -94.43333
Lake of the Woods County
The Clementson Rest Area, constructed sometime between 1966 and 1975, was found not eligible for listing
in the National Register in 2016, due to a lack of significance. The reader is directed to Minnesota Trunk
Highway Roadside Properties: 1950-1975, Historic Context and Evaluation Study.

&/,)721)5(1&+5,9(5+,6725,&$/0$5.(5:$<6,'( 6/'87 
MN 61, 150' SW of the French River at Clifton
R.P. 11.749, Lat/Long: 46.90085 -91.89925
St. Louis County
The Clifton-French River Historical Marker Wayside, constructed circa 1960, was found not eligible for listing
in the National Register in 2016, due to a lack of significance. The reader is directed to Minnesota Trunk
Highway Roadside Properties: 1950-1975, Historic Context and Evaluation Study.

&/,7+(5$//:$<6,'( 271,' 
MN 210, 2.0 mi E of Clitherall
R.P. 50.246; Lat/Long: 46.26823 -95.61946
Otter Tail County

+LVWRU\
Based on aerial photographs, the Clitherall Wayside, alternately known as the Peterson Lake Wayside, was
constructed sometime between 1963 and 1972. This wayside was inaccurately referred to in the MHD’s
1975 rest areas brochure as being two miles west of Clitherall; historical topographic maps and aerial
photographs demonstrate that this wayside, which is actually less than one mile southeast of Clitherall on
the north shore of Peterson Lake, was the only wayside on TH 210 in the vicinity of the city. The 1975
brochure indicates that picnic tables and a boat launch were located at the wayside at that time.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Clitherall Wayside was surveyed in September of 2016. It is situated approximately one half-mile
southeast of Clitherall on the southwest side of TH 210 and the north side of Peterson Lake. Historically a
Class IV wayside, it remains so at present (Figure 84). The rest area is level, except for a slope down to the
lake. Two bituminous driveways off of TH 210 meet at a rectangular bituminous parking area. The western
driveway extends south from TH 210, then curves east to the west edge of the parking area. The eastern
driveway comes off the highway in a southwesterly fashion but quickly curves and heads northwest to the
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FIGURE 84. CLITHERALL WAYSIDE, OVERVIEW, 2016, LOOKING SOUTHWEST
east edge of the parking area. Wood bollards line that portion of the parking area south of the driveways.
Between a couple of these west of center on the south edge of the parking area is a modern, metal
interpretive panel discussing the history of a settlement called Clitherall Lake. The view to Peterson Lake is
unobstructed, given the relatively high elevation of the parking area compared to the lakeshore. The nonbituminous portion of the rest area is mowed grass. The lakeshore is lined with deciduous trees. A
scattering of planted coniferous trees are located to the west of the parking area, both north and south of
the western driveway, providing some visual separation from the neighboring agricultural field.

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.

&2/'635,1*52$'6,'(3$5.,1*$5($ 61&6& 
MN 23, E bank of Sauk River
R.P. 191; Lat/Long: 45.45445 -94.42172
Stearns County
The Cold Spring Roadside Parking Area was individually re-evaluated by Hess, Roise and Company in 2016.
It was found not eligible for listing in the National Register, due to a loss of integrity. The evaluation is
documented in a memorandum dated December 2016, from Hess, Roise and Company to the MnDOT CRU.
The reader is directed to the MnDOT CRU to obtain a copy of the memorandum.
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&29(%$<:$<6,'( 0/628 
MN 27, 1.0 mi W of Bayview
R.P. 179.846; Lat/Long: 46.11015 -93.61459
Mille Lacs County

+LVWRU\
Based on a dated photograph held at the Site Development Unit, the Cove Bay Wayside was constructed
prior to November 30, 1964. MnDOT retains no information more specific as to its construction date. The
photograph shows a driveway and parking area lined with bollards, but any other details are not visible.
The MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure identifies a boat launch as the only amenity.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Cove Bay Wayside was surveyed in August of 2016. It is located on the west side of TH 27 on the south
side of Cove Bay, Lake Mille Lacs, where the topography is fairly level. Historically a Class IV wayside, it is
now maintained by the DNR as a public water access (Figure 85). A wide bituminous driveway extends west
off of TH 27 and leads straight to a concrete boat launch. Centered on the midpoint of the driveway on its
north side is a semicircular gravel parking area large enough to accommodate trucks with boat trailers. To
its west is modern interpretive signage on wooden posts for the Mille Lacs National Wildlife Refuge.
Opposite the semicircular parking area, a second bituminous drive forks off of the first to the southwest for
a short distance. Within the curve formed by this fork on its northwest side, a picnic table is situated in a
mowed area among several oak trees. At the edge of the mowed area nearest the driveway, a line of



FIGURE 85. COVE BAY WAYSIDE, OVERVIEW FROM TH 47, 2016, LOOKING WEST
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boulders follows the curve around to the southwest and leads up to two portable toilets surrounded on
three sides by a full-height wooden fence. The boulders also extend in the other direction down to the bay.
On the southeast side of the second drive is a wide area of gravel which continues to the southwest and
expands out in front of the end of the driveway, providing additional parking space. The bollards have been
removed.

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.

'$<721325752$'6,'(3$5.,1*$5($ $150& 
US 10/US 169, 6.0 mi NW of Anoka
R.P. 218.457, Lat/Long: 45.24525 -93.50432
Anoka County
The Daytonport Roadside Parking Area, constructed at an unknown date prior to 1961 and improved in
1969-1970, was found not eligible for listing in the National Register in 2016, due to a loss of integrity. The
reader is directed to Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties: 1950-1975, Historic Context and
Evaluation Study.

'((55,9(5 0,1 5(67$5($/$9(18(2)7+(3,1(6:$<6,'(/
&217,1(17$/',9,'(:$<6,'( ,&82* 
MN 46, 22.0 mi N of Deer River
R.P. 22.75; Lat/Long: 47.57672 -94.09984
Itasca County

+LVWRU\
Based on photographs dated October 29, 1964, on file at the Site Development Unit, the Deer River (22 mi
N) Rest Area, originally known alternately as the Avenue of Pines Wayside and the Continental Divide
Wayside, was constructed prior to that date. MnDOT retains no information more specific as to its
construction date. Photographs dating to 1964 show small pull-offs, at least one with picnic tables, located
on either side of and in proximity to TH 46. The MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure indicates picnic tables as
the only amenity at that time.
The rest area was substantially improved in 1978-1979 from a Class IV wayside to a Class II rest area. At
that time, the site on the northeast side was of TH 46 was eliminated and all rest area functions put on the
southwest side, where additional land was provided by the U.S. Forest Service so that the rest area could
serve also as an entry point to the Forest Service’s Continental Divide Trail. The improved site plan
eliminated the pull-off, which was dangerously close to the highway, and instead created two entrances
from TH 46 onto a looping, paved driveway. Along the southwest leg of the loop, the pavement was
widened into a parallelogram-shaped parking area large enough to accommodate truck and trailer parking.
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Southwest of the parking area and drive were to be picnic tables and a wood, vault-toilet building of Forest
Service design, selected because it was substantially less expensive than the MHD concrete-block design.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Deer River (22 mi N) Wayside was surveyed in August of 2016. It is located on the west side of TH 46,
approximately four miles south of the city of Squaw Lake, in a wooded area that is generally hilly. A Class
IV wayside rest during the period of significance, it has been returned to that status from a Class II rest area
with the removal of the toilet building (Figure 86). The paved, looping drive remains, and it widens in the
location of the parking area, but not to the extent that plans indicated. The shape of the parking area is
not well defined, so it either was not built as planned or has been narrowed since the time of construction.
Within a cleared and mowed area just off the northeast side of and facing the parking area is a marker with
wood base explaining to visitors that they are standing on the Laurentian Divide and what that means
(Figure 87). Just off the southwest side of the parking area, also within a cleared area, are a single, wood,
combination picnic table and a concrete fireplace (Figure 88).

FIGURE 86. DEER RIVER (22 MI N) REST AREA, AERIAL OVERVIEW
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FIGURE 87. DEER RIVER (22 MI N) REST AREA, INTERPRETIVE SIGN (PARKING AREA IN FOREGROUND), 2016,
LOOKING NORTHEAST

FIGURE 88. DEER RIVER (22 MI N) REST AREA, VIEW OF PICNIC TABLE AND FIREPLACE, 2016, LOOKING SOUTHWEST
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(YDOXDWLRQ
The improvements carried out during the late 1970s eliminated any evidence of its design as it existed prior
to 1976.

5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ
Due to a loss of integrity, the Deer River (22 mi N) Wayside is not eligible for listing in the National Register.

'(602,1(65,9(55(67$5($ -.'60 
I-90, 1.5 mi W of US 71
R.P. 72.494; Lat/Long: 43.64039 -95.02305
Jackson County
As of 2019, the Des Moines River Rest Area, a Class I facility constructed circa 1975, is undergoing a
redesign/reconstruction, including the replacement of the toilet building. It is therefore not eligible for
listing in the National Register, due to a loss of integrity.

'(752,7/$.(629(5/22. %.'/& 
US 10, 1 mi SE of Detroit Lakes
R.P. 46.941, Lat/Long: 46.80387 -95.81197
Becker County
The Detroit Lakes Overlook, constructed in 1957-1958 and reconstructed in 2007, was found not eligible for
listing in the National Register in 2016, due to a loss of integrity. The reader is directed to Minnesota Trunk
Highway Roadside Properties: 1950-1975, Historic Context and Evaluation Study.

',&.,1621635,1*52$'6,'(3$5.,1*$5($ :55.7 
TH 55, 1.5 mi SE of CSAH 14
R.P. 160.4, Lat/Long: 45.12143 -93.81392
Wright County
The Dickinson Spring Roadside Parking Area, constructed in 1948, was found not eligible for listing in the
National Register in 2005, a portion having been demolished between 1998 and that year. The reader is
directed to Supplement to Historic Roadside Development Structures on Minnesota Trunk Highways.
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'5(6%$&+75$9(/,1)250$7,21&(17(5 :1'56 
I-90 and US 61 at Dresbach
R.P. 275.25; Lat/Long: 43.85966 -91.30500
Winona County
The Dresbach Travel Information Center, a Class I facility constructed in 1970, was substantially redesigned
for a rehabilitation in 2016. It therefore was not subject to survey, and it is not eligible for listing in the
National Register, due to a loss of integrity.

'8/87+52$'6,'(3$5.,1*$5($ 6/'8/ 
CSAH 61, 1.1 mi NE of Lester River
Lat/Long: 46.84784 -91.98795
St. Louis County

+LVWRU\
From April of 1951 to August of 1952, the MHD carried out a construction project on TH 61 from Duluth to
Knife River, during which “thirteen miles of grading, base and bituminous and sixteen lookouts and parking
areas were constructed” (Miller 1952:7). Fifteen of these, the southernmost being 300 feet northeast of the
Lester River and the northernmost being 0.7 mile northeast of the French River, are identified in the MHD’s
1961 inventory of roadside developments, and simply named Duluth Roadside Parking Areas #1 through
15, with the inclusion of #11A to bring the total to sixteen.
Aerial photographs dating to 1952 and 1961 show a straight driveway extending perpendicular from TH 61
extending straight for approximately 150 feet to a narrow rectangular parking area on the lakeshore. The
areas surrounding the drive and parking area are open, with the exception of a few scattered trees nearer
the highway in the 1961 photograph. Beyond the wayside parcel to the northeast and southwest are
naturally wooded areas.
The 1961 inventory indicates that the Duluth Roadside Parking Area #3 offered a parking area, water, two
picnic tables, and two fireplaces at that time. A few years later, once TH 61 had been relocated away from
the lake shore, its former route was designated as a county highway, and this roadside parking area was
placed under the purview of either St. Louis County or the City of Duluth. It is currently maintained by the
latter as a pull-off numbered 7002.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Duluth Roadside Parking Area #3 is located in a level area on the southeast side of former TH 61, now
CSAH 61/Congdon Boulevard, approximately 0.15 mile northeast of its east intersection with Brighton Beach
Road (Figure 89). The driveway and parking area configuration remains the same, and these elements are
surfaced with bituminous pavement. The driveway is lined on both sides with bluestone boulders. It is not
known whether these were historically present, as the scale of the 1952 and 1961 aerial photographs would
not permit them to be discerned. A single row of three widely spaced, young deciduous trees is present to
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FIGURE 89. DULUTH ROADSIDE PARKING AREA #3, OVERVIEW, 2019, LOOKING SOUTHEAST

the exterior of both lines of boulders. The wayside is otherwise open with mowed grass. Lining the
southeast edge of the parking area is a somewhat overgrown concrete curb, behind which is a guardrail of
wood bollards with cables strung between them. The picnic tables and fireplaces have been removed, and
no drinking water source was observed.

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.

'8/87+52$'6,'(3$5.,1*$5($ 6/'8/ 
CSAH 61, 1.2 mi NE of Lester River
Lat/Long 46.84924 -91.98647
St. Louis County

+LVWRU\
From April of 1951 to August of 1952, the MHD carried out a construction project on TH 61 from Duluth to
Knife River, during which “thirteen miles of grading, base and bituminous and sixteen lookouts and parking
areas were constructed” (Miller 1952:7) These waysides, the southernmost being 300 feet northeast of the
Lester River and the northernmost being 0.7 mile northeast of the French River, are identified in the MHD’s
1961 inventory of roadside developments, and simply named Duluth Roadside Parking Areas #1 through
15, with the inclusion of #11A to bring the total to sixteen.
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Aerial photographs dating to 1952 and 1961 show the wayside to be accessed by turning southeast from
TH 61 into either end of a drive through the site. The parcel is essentially a right triangle in shape and the
drive follows suit, with the portion paralleling the lake shore angling out to a longer perpendicular drive on
the southwest from a shorter perpendicular drive on the northeast, creating a triangular island on the
interior. The segment paralleling the lake shore is wider, to allow for parallel parking. The island is open
and grass surfaced, as is the small area that tapers off to the lakeshore to the northeast of the drive. A
naturally wooded area is present beyond the drive to the southwest.
The 1961 inventory indicates that the Duluth Roadside Parking Area #4 offered a parking area and two
picnic tables at that time. A few years later, once TH 61 had been relocated away from the lake shore, its
former route was designated as a county highway, and this roadside parking area was placed under the
purview of either St. Louis County or the City of Duluth. It is currently maintained by the latter as a pull-off
numbered 7030.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Duluth Roadside Parking Area #4 is located in a level area on the southeast side of former TH 61, now
CSAH 61/Congdon Boulevard, approximately one quarter-mile northeast of its east intersection with
Brighton Beach Road (Figure 90). The driveway configuration remains the same, and this element is surfaced
with bituminous pavement. A large cluster of juniper shrubs is located near the southwest end of the island.
The island and area northeast of the drive are occupied by mowed grass. Lining the southeast and
southwest edges of the drive are somewhat overgrown concrete curbs. Behind the curb on the southeast
is a guardrail of wood bollards with cables strung between them.

FIGURE 90. DULUTH ROADSIDE PARKING AREA #4, OVERVIEW, 2019, LOOKING EAST
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(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.

'8/87+52$'6,'(3$5.,1*$5($ 6/'8/ 
CSAH 61, 1.8 mi NE of Lester River
Lat/Long: 46.85344 -91.97823
St. Louis County

+LVWRU\
From April of 1951 to August of 1952, the MHD carried out a construction project on TH 61 from Duluth to
Knife River, during which “thirteen miles of grading, base and bituminous and sixteen lookouts and parking
areas were constructed” (Miller 1952:7). Fifteen of these, the southernmost being 300 feet northeast of the
Lester River and the northernmost being 0.7 mile northeast of the French River, are identified in the MHD’s
1961 inventory of roadside developments, and simply named Duluth Roadside Parking Areas #1 through
15, with the inclusion of #11A to bring the total to sixteen.
Aerial photographs dating to 1952 and 1961 show the wayside to be accessed by turning southeast from
TH 61 into either end of a squared, rather than curved, drive through the site. The segment paralleling the
lake shore is wider, to allow for parallel parking. The island within the drive interior is narrow and generally
rectangular, though the ends are slightly curved. It is surfaced in grass and contains no plantings. The areas
to the northeast and southwest of the drive are generally open, but a cluster of apparently naturally
occurring trees is located around the northeast corner of the drive.
The 1961 inventory indicates that the Duluth Roadside Parking Area #5 offered a parking area and two
picnic tables at that time. A few years later, once TH 61 had been relocated away from the lake shore, its
former route was designated as a county highway, and this roadside parking area was placed under the
purview of either St. Louis County or the City of Duluth. It is currently maintained by the latter as a pull-off
numbered 7502.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Duluth Roadside Parking Area #5 is located in a lightly sloping area on the southeast side of former TH
61, now CSAH 61/Congdon Boulevard, approximately three quarters of a mile northeast of its east
intersection with Brighton Beach Road (Figure 91). The driveway configuration remains the same, and this
element is surfaced with bituminous pavement. North of the driveway an open, grassy picnic area contains
two pines, two deciduous trees, and one combination picnic table having a metal frame and wood seats
and table top. A line of five boulders is located along the exterior edge of the drive at the picnic area. A
single row of three ornamental trees have been planted in the center of the island. Lining the southeast
and southwest edges of the drive are guardrails of wood bollards with cables strung between them. Behind
the guardrail on the southeast (lakeshore) side is wide concrete curbing, which is largely displaced or absent
as one heads south.
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FIGURE 91. DULUTH ROADSIDE PARKING AREA #5, OVERVIEW, 2019, LOOKING EAST

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.

'811(//:$<6,'( 05/)7 
MN 4, Dunnell S limits
R.P. 3.382; Lat/Long: 43.54964 -94.77447
Martin County

+LVWRU\
A 1954 aerial photograph shows that the Dunnell Wayside was constructed by that year. MnDOT retains
no information more specific as to its date of construction. The MHD’s 1975 rest are brochure indicates
picnic tables and fireplaces as the amenities at that time. A later, but undated index at MnDOT’s Site
Development Unit recorded these, as well as playground equipment, at the wayside, and it noted that
maintenance was by a garden club.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Dunnell Wayside was surveyed in October of 2016. Located on the east side of TH 4, approximately
one half-mile south of the Dunnell city limits, it is no longer active. The remaining vestiges of the wayside
consist of a short, remnant bituminous driveway extending into an area of mowed grass with planted trees
(Figure 92).
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FIGURE 92. DUNNELL WAYSIDE, OVERVIEW, 2016, LOOKING SOUTH-SOUTHEAST

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.

'867,10(025,$/:$<6,'( :50'/ 
US 12, 0.6 mi E of CSAH 5
R.P. 122.8, Lat/Long: 45.06589 -94.10307
Wright County
The Dustin Memorial Wayside, constructed in 1963, was found not eligible for listing in the National Register
in 2016, due to a lack of significance. The reader is directed to Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside
Properties: 1950-1975, Historic Context and Evaluation Study.

($676,'(2)7581.+,*+:$<5(67$5($ )/+57 
MN 139, 3.0 mi S of Harmony
R.P. 1.21; Lat/Long: 43.51733 -92.00939
Fillmore County

+LVWRU\
The East Side of TH 139 Rest Area was constructed sometime prior to 1975. MnDOT retains no information
more specific as to its construction date. Amenities present in 1975 per the MHD’s rest areas brochure
consisted of picnic tables, fireplaces, and toilets.
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'HVFULSWLRQ
The East Side of TH 139 Rest Area was surveyed in October of 2016. It is located approximately two miles
south of the Harmony city limits, and it is accessed via either end of a bituminous through drive that
connects to the highway. It is surrounded by agricultural fields in an area of gently undulating topography
(Figure 93). The wayside is level. Historically a Class III rest area, it is now a Class IV wayside because the
toilets have been removed. The drive widens to the east near its south end, to allow parking without
interrupting the flow of traffic. Outside of the pavement, the wayside is occupied by mown grass with
planted deciduous trees. The picnic tables and fireplaces have been removed.

FIGURE 93. EAST SIDE OF TH 139 REST AREA, OVERVIEW, 2016, LOOKING SOUTH-SOUTHEAST

(YDOXDWLRQ



See evaluation statement.
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(/0&5((.5(67$5($ +(0*& 
I-94, 2.0 mi NW of Jct 494
R.P. 214.973; Lat/Long: 45.11079 -93.47280
Hennepin County

+LVWRU\
Building and site development plans for the Elm Creek Rest Area, originally called the Rice Lake Rest Area,
were finalized and signed by MHD staff in November of 1972 (Figure 94). William G. Mueller signed the
plans cover sheet as engineer, and the cover sheet lists Jim Rierson as the head of the design squad for the
site planning. Designs for the toilet building and picnic shelters were outsourced to Virgil E. Siddens, Inc.,
of St. Cloud, whose plans date from August to November of 1971. In addition to the Elm Creek site, the
Siddens firm was commissioned by the MHD to design the structures for the Oak Lake Rest Area, located
on TH 2, and five other rest areas along Interstate 94: Burgen Lake, Iverson Lake, Hansel Lake, Lake Latoka,
and the Moorhead Travel Information Center. All were developed between 1968 and 1975.
The architectural designs were drawn up by Siddens himself, as indicated by his initials. The concepts for
the toilet building and picnic shelters at the Elm Creek site differ from those he created for the other rest
areas. The Elm Creek toilet building according to Siddens’ design is in the Funk/Revival style (Figure 95). It
is one story in height and rectangular in plan. The walls of the building are constructed of concrete block
faced on the exterior with variegated but primarily red brick. Near the north end of the façade (east
elevation), double glass doors with a transom window above are recessed within a deep brick surround.
Centered in the south approximately three-quarters of this elevation are six tall, narrow windows set in deep
brick frames. This configuration is mirrored on the rear elevation except that windows occupy the opening
corresponding to that containing the double doors and transom. The north elevation incorporates one tall,
narrow window set in a deep brick frame in the east half, and a single glass door with a transom window
and sidelights extending to the height of the transom in the west half. A service entrance is located on the
south elevation, which is not fenestrated. The mansard roof is clad in wood shakes.
The design of the picnic shelters mimics the style of the toilet building. Rectangular in plan, the shelter
provides space for two picnic tables, with wood surfaces supported by steel posts set into a concrete slab.
The mansard roof is clad in wood shakes. The corners are supported by brick-faced posts connected by
metal anchors. Screens are Plexiglas with wood battens.
The site development and building construction for the Elm Creek Rest Area was largely completed in 1973,
and it was opened to the public in July of 1974, but the landscaping and planting did not occur until 1975
and 1976. The plans for that aspect of development were approved in May of 1975. The rest area was sited
proximate to the confluence of Elm Creek and Rice Lake, in a lightly wooded area of gently rolling terrain.
As with nearly all interstate rest areas, the original design provides for off- and on-ramps from and to the
highway and associated driveways with sufficient length to allow for safe deceleration and acceleration. It
accommodates the requirement for separate parking for truck and automobile traffic, and in addition,
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FIGURE 94. ELM CREEK REST AREA, 1973 SITE PLAN
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FIGURE 95. ELM CREEK REST AREA, VIEW SHOWING TOILET BUILDING, CIRCA 1974
includes a dedicated lot for campers/trailers. Pedestrian circulation includes sidewalks in the vicinity of the
parking areas, and beyond these, an extensive system of paths, including but not limited to a pedestrian
bridge over a narrow portion of Rice Lake in the northwest, a meandering walk along the bank of Elm Creek,
and a long extension to an American Indian burial mound on the southeast. Both walkway types provide
access to three picnic shelters and numerous open picnic tables. The design additionally includes a concrete
terrace which wraps around the north portion of the east side of the toilet building to an overlook with
planters on the north side of the building for a view toward a portion of the lake.
The landscaping design includes the creation of low hills in the island between the parking areas. It calls
for extensive plantings immediately surrounding the built elements of the site, but largely incorporates
existing trees surrounding the portions of the pedestrian trail northeast of the pedestrian bridge and
surrounding the burial mound. The plans for the two overlook planters specify one honey locust and 10
creeping buttercup in each. Outside of the overlook, the plantings called for include over 330 more creeping
buttercup, 129 alpine currant, 111 nannyberry viburnum, 108 gray dogwood, 98 arrowwood viburnum, 74
dwarf blue arctic willow, 73 American elder, 56 American linden, 51 green ash, 37 sugar maple, 37
gooseberry, 37 potentilla, 36 wild plum, 33 American highbush cranberry, 33 chokecherry, 31 cockspur
hawthorn, 26 bur oak, 19 poplar, 16 juniper, 14 crabapple, 12 Kentucky coffeetree, 4 weeping willow, 3
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Boston ivy, 2 amur maple, 2 honey locust, and 90 transplant trees including evergreen and deciduous
varieties.
The MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure indicates picnic tables, toilets, water, telephones, information, and
facilities for the physically disabled as amenities present in that year.
In 1999, the Elm Creek Rest Area was renovated, with the most noteworthy changes occurring to the toilet
building and its immediate vicinity, and the picnic shelters. Based on the renovation plans as compared to
current conditions, it appears that not all of the planned changes were carried out. The plans, for example,
depict alterations to some of the pedestrian paths which did not occur.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Elm Creek Rest Area was surveyed in November of 2016. It is situated on the southwest side of and
serves eastbound I-94 (Figure 96). It is approximately two miles northwest of the I-94 junction with I-494
at Maple Grove. Portions of Rice Lake are located northwest of the rest area and opposite the rest area on

FIGURE 96. ELM CREEK REST AREA, AERIAL OVERVIEW
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the northeast side of I-94. Elm Creek runs in a meandering fashion along the southwest side of the rest
area. Both bodies of water are visible from various points on the property. The property incorporates the
elevated portion of a landform of gently rolling topography, the slopes of that landform down to Elm Creek
and Rice Lake, and a portion of the low basin of Rice Lake.
The site is accessed from the northwest end, where an off-ramp leads into an access drive. The access drive
extends approximately 0.15 mile before reaching a fork, one branch of which extends southeast to the
extended angle-parking area for trucks and buses (Figure 97). The other branch extends south to and
angle-parking area for cars, which runs along the west side of the drive (Figure 98). Beyond this parking
area, the drive curves slightly to the southeast and runs roughly 350 feet, in the process running along the
southwest edge of an extended angle-parking area for campers and trailers (Figure 99). It continues
southeast for another approximately 90 feet, then curves generally east and continues for approximately
275 feet before merging with the drive extending southeast from the truck parking area. From that point,
a single drive/on-ramp provides approximately 0.15 mile for vehicles to accelerate as they re-enter the
interstate. LED street lighting standards have replaced the “cobra-style” street lighting shown in early
photographs of the rest area.
The irregularly shaped, grassy island formed between the access drives and parking areas is lined by
concrete curbing and incorporates artificially created, low hills planted with deciduous trees. The trees that
are present within the island conform to the placement in the planting plan, but they are substantially fewer.

FIGURE 97. ELM CREEK REST AREA, TRUCK PARKING, 2016, LOOKING NORTH
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FIGURE 98. ELM CREEK REST AREA, AUTOMOBILE PARKING, 2016, LOOKING SOUTH

FIGURE 99. ELM CREEK REST AREA, CAMPER/TRAILER PARKING, 2016, LOOKING NORTHWEST
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Sidewalks are located within the island as depicted in the plan. Raised concrete sidewalks with curbs
connect all three parking areas. One sidewalk is a loop that follows along the northeast edge of the
camper/trailer parking area past three regularly spaced picnic tables set in rectangular-plan concrete slabs
in the island, continues northwest beyond the parking area to the center of the automobile parking area,
turns south to follow the east edge of the automobile parking area and the access road beyond, then curves
east to close the loop. The picnic tables are of the same type throughout the rest area and incorporate
steel-post supports and wood surfaces. The portion of the island within the loop is currently designated as
a pet exercise area, at the south end of which are two more picnic tables in concrete slabs.

From

approximately midpoint from the east segment of the loop, a second sidewalk extends east to the truck
parking area, then forks north and southeast to run partially along its west edge and fully along its southwest
edge, where another three, regularly spaced picnic tables in concrete slabs are present. All picnic tables
within the island are located in accordance with the original plan.
Another sidewalk, also according to the plan, runs along the west edge of the automobile parking area,
then curves to the southeast to follow the southwest edge of the camper/trailer parking area, passing
numerous picnic tables and one picnic shelter before it transitions to a bituminous path for the pedestrian
trail system. From the segment on the west edge of the automobile parking area, two sidewalks follow a
general trajectory toward the main entrance of the toilet building, angling in to the northwest and southwest
toward a smaller replacement terrace in front of it (Figure 100). This combination of sidewalks creates a

FIGURE 100. ELM CREEK REST AREA, ISLAND AND RETAINING WALL IN FRONT OF TOILET BUILDING, 2016, LOOKING
WEST
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triangular island, the east edge of which is fronted by a stepped, short retaining wall of brick capped with
concrete, bearing the words “Elm Creek Rest Area” in raised letters. The wall was installed in 1999. The
remainder of the triangular island is outlined by a concrete curb and is planted in flowers, with two flagpoles
located within the west end. The curb and flowers also date to 1999, the triangular area previously defined
only by the sidewalks and holding planted trees and shrubs. LED pedestrian lighting standards, present in
the vicinity of the sidewalks, replace the glass globe lighting that was originally used.
From the abovementioned point where the sidewalk transitions to a bituminous path, the path extends
east-southeast for approximately 110 feet before forking in two different directions. The first option at the
fork is to continue along the path to the east-southeast in a gradual descent for approximately 1.5 miles.
For this 1.5 miles, a tall, chain-link fence parallels the south-southwest side of the path (Figure 101). Based
on the 1972 plans, a fence was in place prior to the development of the rest area; however, a photograph
dating to around that time shows it to have been much more rustic. At the end of this distance, the path is
closed off by locked, chain-link gates within chain-link fencing perpendicular to the path (Figure 102).
Beyond the gates is the mound, which is protected by law, and as burial mounds are appropriately
considered gravesites rather than curiosities, it is no longer accessible to visitors.
The second option at the fork is to follow a path that extends southwest, curves west, then northwest to a
point where it becomes proximate and then meanders parallel to Elm Creek and a portion of Rice Lake on
the southwest and current northwest edges of the rest area, respectively, following the natural terrain. The

FIGURE 101. ELM CREEK REST AREA, DETAIL OF PATH, 2016, LOOKING NORTHWEST
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FIGURE 102. ELM CREEK REST AREA, PRESENT EAST END OF PATH SYSTEM, 2016, LOOKING SOUTHEAST

chain link fence parallels the exterior edge of this path as well, up to the point where the lake extends
northeast off the creek. The path curves up to a point equivalent with the approximate middle of the small
portion of the lake. From there, a wood, pedestrian bridge extends east off the path to a wood, viewing
platform on an island in the middle of the water (Figure 103). Historically, the bridge crossed the lake and
led to additional, looping pedestrian paths which ran along Elm Creek and Rice Lake near their confluence,
but these are no long present. If one does not wish to follow the entire path from the fork to the pedestrian
bridge, a winding offshoot extends from the approximate midpoint of the segment paralleling the creek,
up to the sidewalk at the southwest edge of the south parking area.
Another bituminous path extends from the northwest corner of the terrace surrounding the toilet building;
forms a small loop that encircles a grassy area to the northwest, west, and southwest of the building; then
extends east a short distance south of the building to the sidewalk on the west edge of the automobile
parking area. From the east-running leg is a fork that extends north up to the south, service entrance of
the building. From the north portion of the small loop, a branch descends in a curving fashion to the
northwest and west down a set of bituminous stairs with wood treads and then a bituminous path to the
pedestrian bridge, meeting up with the other path leading to it. Within the interior of the loop near the
toilet building are picnic tables. Another three are to the exterior of this loop, as are two picnic shelters
(Figure 104). These elevated picnic facilities provide scenic views of Elm Creek (Figure 105).
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FIGURE 103. ELM CREEK REST AREA, PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE TO VIEWING PLATFORM, 2016, LOOKING WEST

FIGURE 104. ELM CREEK REST AREA, PICNIC SHELTER, 2016, LOOKING NORTHWEST
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FIGURE 105. VIEW FROM HILL WITH PICNIC FACILITIES, 2016, LOOKING WEST-NORTHWEST

The toilet building is now T-shaped due to an addition made on the rear (west) elevation sometime between
1979 and 1991 (Figure 106). This addition is faced in more sharply contrasting bricks. Its north elevation is
flush with the original north elevation of the building, and it extends south from there along approximately
one-third of the original west elevation. Its north elevation is fenestrated with a single, narrow, rectangular
window with projecting surround, following the fenestration original to the building, while its west elevation
is fenestrated with a single, large, square, triple-light window within a projecting brick surround. Additions
were also built on the north and south ends of the building in 1999, faced in brick that better matches the
original. The north addition occupies the location of the former overlook and a concrete ramp along its
west side (see Figure 106); the latter led to the path to the stairs and the loop around the toilet building.
The construction of the north addition additionally eliminated a former glass door on the north, which led
out to the overlook, and a window wall adjacent to the west of the door, these elements in total framed
within a projecting surround, and it eliminated two single, narrow, rectangular windows with projecting
brick surrounds, one near each end of the elevation. Fenestration on the north elevation now consists of a
single, large, square, triple-light window within a projecting brick surround. A non-elevated, coloredconcrete patio wraps around the north end of the building, also a result of the 1999 renovations. Three
benches are present on the patio; two are along the north elevation, to the east of the window, and one is
along the west elevation, to the north of the window. Historically, the south elevation of the toilet building
held only a service entrance, consisting of a single-panel steel door with a projecting brick surround. The
addition replicates this arrangement on its south elevation (Figure 107).
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FIGURE 106. ELM CREEK REST AREA, TOILET BUILDING, 2016, LOOKING SOUTHEAST

FIGURE 107. ELM CREEK REST AREA, TOILET BUILDING, 2016, LOOKING NORTHEAST
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All original window openings contain fixed windows, installed in 1999 to replace what appear to have been
short awning windows above taller fixed windows. The doors, transom windows, and center light of the
main entrance were all replaced in 1999 as well. The building retains the mansard roof of the original
design, which was extended to the additions, but the wood shakes have been replaced with standing-seam
metal. The same treatment was given to the roofs of the picnic shelters. Although the shelters themselves
are otherwise unaltered, the associated screens have all been removed.
Existing trees southwest of the trail to the burial mound, as well as those surrounding the now-removed
pedestrian paths beyond the pedestrian bridge remain or have been replaced by new, natural growth. As
is the case described for the island between the parking areas, many of the planted trees and shrubs in the
greater rest area site remain in place or have been replaced in similar locations, but it is evident that others
have been removed.

(YDOXDWLRQ
No evidence could be found to indicate that this Class I rest area is significant under Criterion A.
The Elm Creek Rest Area is not an important product of the work of a master, and it does not demonstrate
the innovative use or new application of building engineering or structural systems, or of construction
materials. The rest area, as developed in 1973, significantly represented the distinctive characteristics of
rest areas as promoted by state and national standards, and it demonstrated high artistic values expressing
the aesthetic ideals of landscape design expressed through national standards and design principles for
roadside properties of its period. The rest area was of a complex design which harmonized with its natural
surroundings and directed users to enjoy scenic qualities afforded by Elm Creek and Rice Lake, both through
the routes chosen for pedestrian paths and the placement of picnic tables and shelters in elevated portions
of the site. Paths were designed to follow the rolling contours of the site, and numerous plantings were
installed to enhance the site’s scenic and natural qualities. The rest area emphasized safety geometrics and
achieved efficient and safe circulation of vehicles and pedestrians through the incorporation of long access
roads into and out of the site, allowing for acceleration and deceleration; thru-routes; and the separation
of automobile, truck, trailer, and pedestrian traffic. The flush-toilet building and picnic shelters, providing
higher levels of traveler comfort, were reflective of contemporary rest-area architecture and presented a
unified aesthetic.
While many of the elements that would contribute to this significant representation remain in place, some
of the most important design elements have been substantially altered. The toilet building has undergone
three additions, in the process losing an expanse of glass and an elevated concrete terrace beyond, both of
which afforded views out toward the pond. The wood shakes cladding the roofs of the toilet building and
the picnic shelters have been replaced with standing seam metal.

This replacement eliminates the

previously more rustic feel of these structures, which was conducive to the natural aesthetic expressed at
the site, creating a much more utilitarian one. The picnic shelters, further, no longer incorporate screens,
which would have provided travelers protection from the elements when necessary. Although most of the
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pedestrian paths follow their original alignment, the loss of the pedestrian bridge to the other side of the
pond and the accompanying pedestrian paths near the confluence of Elm Creek and Rice Lake constitute a
major change to the original design intent for pedestrian circulation, particularly as it eliminates the
direction of pedestrians to the most prominent of the site’s scenic advantages.

5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ
Due to a loss of integrity, the Elm Creek Rest Area is not eligible for listing in the National Register.

(0%$55$66/$.(  :$<6,'( 6/%,7 
MN 135, 1.0 mi E of Biwabik
R.P. 14.659; Lat/Long: 47.53608 -92.31510
St. Louis County

+LVWRU\
Aerial photographs indicate that the Embarrass Lake Rest Area was established sometime between 1948
and 1961. An undated photograph of this rest area held in the MnDOT Site Development Unit property
files shows a level, likely gravel-surfaced, rectangular parking area on the shore of Embarrass Lake
surrounded by wood bollards except where the short driveway from the highway entered it. Between the
bollards and the lake were two picnic tables. Well-spaced trees, presumably planted, were located on the
shoreline, but did not hinder the view of the lake. A boat launch is not evident in the photograph, but it
was listed as an amenity, along with picnic tables, in the MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Embarrass Lake (1) Rest Area was surveyed in September of 2016. It is located on the south side of TH
135, approximately one mile east of Biwabik. Historically a Class IV wayside, it remains so at present (Figure
108). The rest area continues to be accessed by a short driveway, which leads to a level, bituminous parking
area. Whereas historically the parking area was at the same elevation as the highway, it is now at the base
of a slope down from the highway, which has been expanded and shifted to the north since the wayside
was constructed. The parking area has been substantially expanded and now appears more semicircular. It
is still surrounded by wood bollards except at the driveway and an opening near the east end of the south
edge, to accommodate the bituminous drive for the concrete boat launch. Beyond the bollards is mown
grass. A few well-spaced trees remain along the shore of the lake, but the picnic tables have been removed.
A short, bituminous pedestrian path leads east from the north edge of the parking area to connect up with
the larger Mesabi Trail system.
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FIGURE 108. EMBARRASS LAKE (1) WAYSIDE, OVERVIEW FROM TH 135, 2016, LOOKING SOUTHEAST

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.

(0,/<5(67$5($ &:(0& 
MN 6, 0.8 mi S of Emily at Lake Emily
R.P. 30.702; Lat/Long: 46.71727 -93.95354
Crow Wing County

+LVWRU\
Based on a dated photograph on file at MnDOT’s Site Development Unit, the Emily Rest Area was
constructed prior to November 25, 1964. MnDOT retains no information more specific as to its date of
construction. The MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure indicates tables, toilets, and a boat launch as amenities
at that time.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Emily Rest Area was surveyed in September of 2016. It is located approximately 0.8 mile south of Emily
on the east side of TH 6 and the west shore of Lake Emily, within an area that is naturally fairly level in its
topography (Figure 109). Historically a Class III rest area, it is now the Lake Emily Public Water Access,
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FIGURE 109. EMILY REST AREA, OVERVIEW FROM TH 6, 2016, LOOKING EAST-SOUTHEAST

maintained by the DNR. It is mainly a large, elongated, gravel-surfaced, level parking area, which is accessed
via a short, bituminous turnoff at the north end, and from the south end of which extends a concrete boat
launch. At the transition from the turnoff to the gravel parking area is a small grassy island with trees and
a sign identifying it as a public water access.
A second grassy island with trees is located at the south end of the parking area, near the boat launch. On
the east side of the parking area is a line of trees that hampers but does not prevent views of Lake Emily.
In the grass amongst these trees are remnant parking stops, indicating that the east side of the parking
area was once closer to the lake. The toilets and tables have been removed.

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.
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)/22':22' 0,1 :$<6,'( 6/&'9 
MN 73, 10.0 mi N of Floodwood
R.P. 53.166; Lat/Long: 47.05531 -92.95813
St. Louis County

+LVWRU\
An aerial photograph dating to 1961 confirms that the Floodwood (10 mi N) Wayside was constructed prior
to that year. MnDOT retains no information more specific as to its date of construction. The MHD’s 1975
rest areas brochure indicates picnic tables and water as the amenities at that time.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Floodwood (10 mi N) Wayside was surveyed in September of 2016. It is located on the northeast side
of TH 73, on the opposite side of the highway from the Floodwood River. The river is not visible from the
wayside. Historically a Class IV wayside, it would be classified as such today, but it appears it is no longer
maintained (Figure 110). It includes a level, bituminous drive that runs between a stand of trees on the
northeast and a grassy ditch on the southwest, along with a well on the northeast side of the driveway near
its southeast end. Water continues to flow from the well, but the concrete surround is broken and
deteriorated.

FIGURE 110. FLOODWOOD (10 MI N) WAYSIDE, OVERVIEW FROM TH 73, 2016, LOOKING NORTHEAST
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(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.

)/87(5(('5,9(5:$<6,'( &.82* 
MN 61, Flute Reed River at Hovland
R.P. 128.8; Lat/Long: 47.84366 -89.96347
Cook County

+LVWRU\
An aerial photograph dating to July of 1940 indicates that the Flute Reed River Wayside was constructed
prior to that date. MnDOT retains no information more specific as to its date of construction. Evident in the
photograph is a driveway that runs a short distance northwest off of TH 61 before expanding into a large
loop with pull-offs spaced along the exterior. The MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure identifies picnic tables
and fireplaces as the amenities present in those years.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Flute Reed River Wayside was surveyed in September of 2016. Located on the west bank of the Flute
Reed River at Hovland, it retains its pre-July 1940 connection to TH 61 and circulation pattern (Figure 111).

FIGURE 111. FLUTE REED RIVER WAYSIDE, BITUMINOUS ROAD NEAR SOUTHEAST END OF LOOP, 2016, LOOKING
NORTH
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Historically a Class IV wayside, it is no longer in operation. A cable with yellow-with-black-triangle warning
signs has been strung across the driveway just before it expands into the loop to deter automobile entry.
The site is in a heavily wooded area, with no evident views to the river, and topographical variation is limited
to a gradual rise in the northwest direction. Three pull-offs into clearings remain evident on the north
portion of the loop. These were picnic areas, based on the presence of ground scars where the tables were
located and remnant fireplaces (Figure 112). Their separation suggests they may also have served as
overnight campsites. Additional clearings were not observed, but may have been present historically. The
picnic tables have been removed.

FIGURE 112. FLUTE REED RIVER WAYSIDE, PICNIC AREA WITH TABLE SCAR AND FIREPLACE REMNANTS BEHIND, 2016,
LOOKING NORTHWEST

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.
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)21''8/$&+,6725,&$/0$5.(5:$<6,'( 6/'8/ 
MN 23, between 130th and 131st Ave W in Fond du Lac
R.P. 336.285, Lat/Long: 46.66034 -92.27291
St. Louis County
The Fond du Lac Historical Marker Wayside, constructed in 1956, was found not eligible for listing in the
National Register in 2016, due to a lack of significance. The reader is directed to Minnesota Trunk Highway
Roadside Properties: 1950-1975, Historic Context and Evaluation Study.

)257%($8+$512,6+,6725,&$/0$5.(5:$<6,'( *')/& 
US 61, 1.3 mi E of Frontenac
R.P. 79.0; Lat/Long: 44.50679 -92.32391
Goodhue County

+LVWRU\
In May of 1940, plans were developed and quickly approved by the MHD, with Arthur Nichols as the
consulting landscape architect, for a wayside rest featuring a historical marker pertaining to Fort
Beauharnois (Figures 113 and 114). The plans depict a gravel drive through the site, connected at each end
to TH 61 and separated from the highway by a semi-elliptical island. Centered on the north side of and
adjacent to the drive is a rectangular, low, stone platform leading to stone steps up to a stone-edged gravel
terrace. At the north end of the terrace are additional, angular stone steps leading up to a shrine-type,
limestone historical marker incorporating a bronze plaque, with wing walls extending out at an
approximately 45-degree angle for 14 inches, then turning to parallel the marker face for another five and
a half feet on each side. The plans depict the use of random-ashlar construction for the marker, with a
keystone centered above the plaque and a pilaster centered below it. The plans further indicate that
vegetation at the site would be existing trees, which were plentiful.
The wayside was constructed according to plan by the NYA in 1940 (Figure 115). Though not depicted in
the plans, the NYA report of activities in Minnesota notes that four fireplaces were built at the site (U.S. NYA
for the State of Minnesota n.d.:183). The symmetrical drive, which is evident in a 1940 aerial photograph,
was lined on both sides by wood bollards, and the island was surfaced in sod. A small plaque crediting the
NYA with the construction of the marker was placed within the pilaster below the main plaque.
A 1949 aerial photograph shows that by that time, the drive had been realigned to connect at the east end
to CSAH 2, which intersected TH 61 at the southeast corner of the site. The symmetry of the design in the
drawings was therefore eliminated, with the historical marker offset near the west end of a much longer
island. A circa-1949 standard photograph shows replacement bollards along the north edge of the curved
portions of the drive to either side of the marker, the elimination of those along the south edge, and several
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FIGURE 113. FORT BEAUHARNOIS HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE LAYOUT PLAN, 1940
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FIGURE 114. FORT BEAUHARNOIS HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, MARKER PLAN, 1940
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Olson Photo Album

FIGURE 115. FORT BEAUHARNOIS HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, UNDATED, CIRCA 1940?

picnic tables and at least one stone fireplace amongst the trees to the west and northwest of the marker
(Figure 116). It appears that a parking area for the site, adjacent to the north side of the drive nearer to
CSAH 2, is present on a 1951 aerial photograph.
Within the next few years, TH 61 was realigned, and an extension of the former alignment was built
southeast off the former intersection with CSAH 2, to create a drive connecting at both ends to the new TH
61. The new drive was separated from the highway by a long, semi-elliptical island. Subsequent aerial
photographs through 1992 show that the previous drive through the site remained in place and retained
the same connection points to the earlier TH 61 alignment and CSAH 2 (Figure 117). The next available
aerial photograph, dating to September of 2003, shows the elimination of the earlier TH 61 alignment and
circa-1975 extension; the west end of the original drive through the site and CSAH 2 were extended south
to meet the current TH 61 alignment.
The MHD’s 1961 roadside development inventory indicates the presence of a parking area, well water, three
picnic tables, four fireplaces, toilets, and the historical marker. By the time the MHD’s 1975 rest areas
brochure was compiled, the toilets had been removed, but the other amenity types were still in place.
By the time the site was surveyed in 1997, the fireplaces and picnic tables had been removed. A well was
not encountered. The bronze plaque of the marker had been replaced in 1985 with an oversized plaque,
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Olson Photo Album

FIGURE 116. FORT BEAUHARNOIS HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, CIRCA 1949

marker

FIGURE 117. FORT BEAUHARNOIS HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, AERIAL OVERVIEW, 1992
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consisting of the top of the then-standard metal plaque on post, which was accommodated by cutting the
marker face with a circular saw. The 1998 inventory form indicates the presence of an information board
pertaining to Frontenac State Park built by the DNR circa 1975, but the source of the date is not indicated.
A treatment report prepared by HDR, Inc., for the site in 2005 indicates that this element was recently
refurbished at that time. HDR staff identified the remnants of two fireplaces during its inspection of the site
for the report; these had been rolled into a gully northwest of the former picnic area. A modern picnic table
had been set up near the information board (Pratt et al. 2005a).
A restoration project was carried out at the wayside in 2010 (Figure 118). Plans for this project included
clearing newer, volunteer vegetation; removal and replacement of damaged stone in the marker, wing walls,
and steps; reinstalling stone where it had been removed by the circular saw, and replacing the main plaque
with one replicating the one present historically; reconstructing the stone curbs and terrace with salvaged
and new stone; tuckpointing on the marker; cleaning of the marker, terrace, and steps; removal and
replacement of deteriorated or damaged bollards; painting of all bollards; installation of a gravel path and
picnic table pad off the path leading to the information board, the board being located approximately 50

FIGURE 118. FORT BEAUHARNOIS HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, SITE PLAN, 2010
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feet east of the marker; installation of a picnic table on the pad, and a trash receptacle and tether post
approximately 10 feet north of the pad; and construction of a new gravel drive and walk.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Fort Beauharnois Historical Marker Wayside was surveyed in July of 2019. It is located on the north
side of TH 61 and east side of CSAH 2 where those highways intersect, approximately 1.3 miles east of
Frontenac. Circulation has not changed since 2003, so the drive through the site connects at the east end
to CSAH 2 and at the south/west end to TH 61. The drive remains surfaced with gravel. The parking area,
also surfaced with gravel, is wedge-shaped, and oriented to face the modern information board, which
therefore appears as the focal point of the wayside when motorists enter (Figure 119). The information
board is of wood post-and-beam construction with an asphalt shingle-clad gabled roof, and it is set into a
narrow, rectangular, poured-concrete slab (Figure 120). The gravel path to the board and gravel pad for
the picnic table installed in 2010 have become overgrown with vegetation. The tethering post appears to
have been removed. Two wood, combination picnic tables are currently present at the site; one is on the
gravel pad southwest of the information board and the other in the grass to its southeast. Both are
approximately midway between the board and the parking area. On the west side of the parking area end
of the gravel path are various signs supported by metal posts featuring warnings about violations and wild
parsnip, and on the east side is a drum container for rubbish. Bollards, which are wood, painted brown, and

FIGURE 119. FORT BEAUHARNOIS HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, OVERVIEW, 2019, LOOKING NORTHWEST
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FIGURE 120. FORT BEAUHARNOIS HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, MODERN INFORMATION BOARD, 2019, LOOKING
NORTHWEST

with rounded tops are located only on the north side of the drive. They extend east to the end of the
parking area, and west to the point where the drive met TH 61 historically. The area north of where TH 61
historically ran, i.e., the historical area of the island, is surfaced in grass, as is the area north of the drive. The
area south of the historical island is home to prairie grasses and wildflowers.
The restored marker appears as it did historically, but the stone platform and terrace are overgrown with
weeds. A stone appears to be missing from the northwest corner of the terrace (Figures 121 and 122).
Widely and irregularly spaced mature oak trees occupy both sides of the drive and the swath of land
surrounding the built elements, north of the drive. Beyond the grass north of the drive are more trees,
along with dense shrubs, vines, and other undergrowth typical of naturally wooded areas in this part of the
state.
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FIGURE 121. FORT BEAUHARNOIS HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, MARKER, 2019, LOOKING NORTH

FIGURE 122. FORT BEAUHARNOIS HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, STONE MISSING FROM UPPER TERRACE, 2019,
LOOKING NORTH
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(YDOXDWLRQ
The Fort Beauharnois Historical Marker Wayside was recommended in 1998 as eligible for listing in the
National Register as a property significant to the history of roadside development for its construction during
the Depression, an intact example of a highway pull-off style roadside parking area, an intact example of
the National Park Service Rustic style, and an important example of the work of Arthur Nichols (MnDOT
Historic Roadside Development Structures Inventory form, GD-FLC-006). It has been re-evaluated under
the revised evaluation criteria for roadside properties along Minnesota’s trunk highways.
The Fort Beauharnois Historical Marker Wayside, completed in 1940, is not among the earliest roadside
property development with involvement by the MHD.

It does not fulfill the conditions for being a

particularly important accomplishment by the MHD, nor does it reflect an accommodation of an important
shift in the pattern of highway travel. It was not a notably large effort, and it does not stand out in the fight
against the effects of the Depression or in the undertakings of the NYA, nor is it associated with a
noteworthy component of a federal relief program. It was not the result of an organized, community-wide
effort or campaign to obtain a roadside property, nor did it make a significant contribution to a local
community. It was limited in its recreational amenities to a historical marker and picnic facilities, and it did
not set important standards for either of these along the trunk highway system. The wayside therefore is
not significant under Criterion A.
Although the wayside is the work of a recognized designer, Arthur Nichols, it does not stand out as an
important achievement in his career, even when compared only with his work for the MHD. While his tenure
with the MHD was an important phase in his career, the wayside is not a particularly strong or important
demonstration of the work he carried out during this phase, particularly when other properties he designed
within this context are considered. The wayside is not an outstanding expression of the Rustic style, or any
other aesthetic currents in landscape architecture or architecture in 1940. It does not present a skillful
adaptation to the natural setting; the marker is situated on an obviously artificial rise, and the drive, which
was not constructed in the symmetrical fashion intended by the design, simply cuts through the site to
connect to the highways located at each end. Skillful adaptation through landscaping was not a particular
requirement of this wayside, given the natural provision of trees and generally level topography, and the
absence of a need to frame a specific view or highlight a specific natural feature. With its combination of
ashlar construction, a relatively small composition, and orientation on a short, linear plane, the historical
marker does not stand out as one of the MHD’s shrine-type historical markers in its exhibition of complex
design skill or craftsmanship.

No components of the wayside design or construction demonstrate

engineering or material innovation. The wayside therefore is not significant under Criterion C.

5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ
Due to a lack of significance, the Fort Beauharnois Historical Marker Wayside is not eligible for listing in the
National Register.
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)5$=((5(67$5($ 27+2% 
US 10, 1.0 mi SW of Frazee
R.P. 55.189; Lat/Long: 46.71466 -95.70442
Otter Tail County
The Frazee Rest Area, a Class I facility constructed in 1969, was substantially rehabilitated circa 2000,
including the replacement of the toilet building. It therefore was not subject to survey, and it is not eligible
for listing in the National Register, due to a loss of integrity.

)5217(1$&52$'6,'(3$5.,1*$5($/0$,'(152&.//$.(3(3,1
5(67$5($ *')/& 
US 61, 1.0 mi S of Jct. CSAH 2
R.P. 77.9; Lat/Long: 44.49380 -92.31253
Goodhue County
The Frontenac Roadside Parking Area, constructed in 1939-1940, was found not eligible for listing in the
National Register in 1998, due to a loss of integrity caused by changes occurring between 1969, when it
became a Class I facility named the Lake Pepin Rest Area, and 1994. The reader is directed to the inventory
form prepared by Gemini in 1998. It is noted that the 1993-1994 improvements to the rest area included
the removal of the 1969 toilet building, an essential physical feature, and therefore the Lake Pepin Rest Area
also would be not eligible.

*$55,6215(67$5($ &:*57 
US 169, 0.75 mi N of CSAH 26
R.P. 232.9; Lat/Long: 46.28624 -93.82136
Crow Wing County
The Garrison Rest Area, constructed in 1937-1938, was found not eligible for listing in the National Register
in 1998, due to a loss of integrity caused by changes occurring between 1969, when it was improved to
become a Class I facility, and 1998. The reader is directed to the inventory form prepared by Gemini in
1998. It is noted that the former rest area is now a public water access, and the toilet building, an essential
physical feature, and picnic shelters have been removed. The Garrison Rest Area therefore also would be
not eligible for its 1969 design.



Cumulative Study
Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties

Page 132

*(1(5$/$1'5(:65(67$5($ 316/7 
I-35, 2.8 mi NE of Willow River
R.P. 208.418; Lat/Long: 46.35649 -92.80599
Pine County
The General Andrews Rest Area, a Class I facility constructed circa 1968, was substantially rehabilitated in
1998, including the replacement of the toilet building. It therefore was not subject to survey, and it is not
eligible for listing in the National Register, due to a loss of integrity.

*,%%21 0,( :$<6,'( 6%&25 
MN 19, 1.5 mi E of Gibbon
R.P. 104.26; Lat/Long: 44.53616 -94.48353
Sibley County

+LVWRU\
A photograph held at the Site Development Unit and dated January 6, 1965, indicates that the Gibbon (1.5
mi E) Wayside was developed prior to that date. MnDOT retains no information more specific as to its date
of construction. The photograph shows what appears to be a fairly level, gravel pull-off with a picnic table
next to it. A line of four widely spaced pairs of conifer trees is evident along the pull-off and the highway
some distance beyond the table to the east. Picnic tables are the only amenity indicated on the MHD’s
1975 rest areas brochure.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Gibbon (1.5 mi E) Wayside was surveyed in October of 2016. It is located on the south side of TH 19,
surrounded by agricultural fields in a topographically level area (Figure 123). Per the MHD’s 1975 rest areas
brochure, this wayside was of the Class IV variety, and it remains so at present, since the privy recorded after
1975 has been removed. A driveway comes southeast off the highway, then immediately curves to the east,
terminating in a loop, within which is a small, grassy island. The driveway is bituminous at the junction with
the highway, but is otherwise gravel. A line of wood bollards runs north-south beyond the east end of the
loop, though they are separated from it by mown grass. Beyond the bollards to the east is a mown grass
expanse. A line of three widely spaced, fairly young coniferous trees runs along the north edge of the
expanse, which is otherwise occupied by a smattering of deciduous trees and a metal grill on a post. A
hedge of shrubbery is located along the north side of the loop at the east edge, west from which three
widely spaced coniferous trees line the driveway. Four widely spaced deciduous trees line the loop and the
driveway on the south.
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FIGURE 123. GIBBON (1.5 MI E) WAYSIDE, OVERVIEW, LOOKING EAST-NORTHEAST


(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.

*22'+$5%25%$<29(5/22. &.82* 
MN 61, 5.25 mi SW of Grand Marais
R.P. 104.068; Lat/Long: 47.72621 -90.44255
Cook County

+LVWRU\
The Good Harbor Bay Overlook was constructed circa 1953, when TH 61 was widened and an erosion control
embankment added to its east side. As constructed, it consisted simply of a paved, wedge-shaped pull-off,
lined on the bay side by the south end of a retaining wall, which continued north along the highway behind
the new embankment. Either at that time or some other time prior to 1975, geological markers were added
to the property, the only amenity indicated on the MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure. The overlook was
rehabilitated in 1995, during which an overlook wall, adjacent sidewalk, and an island were constructed.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Good Harbor Bay Overlook was surveyed in September of 2016. It is immediately adjacent to the east
side of TH 61, approximately 4 miles west of the Grand Marais city limits, and remains a generally flat, paved,
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wedge-shaped pull-off (Figure 124). It is a Class IV wayside rest, as it was historically. The overlook wall is
constructed of dark gray, rough-faced concrete block capped in lighter gray concrete slabs, from which
travelers have a largely unimpeded view toward Good Harbor Bay, Lake Superior. Two lectern-style markers
of the same material combination are integrated into the wall. While the 1995 plans indicated that two
plaques from existing markers were to be salvaged, at least one of these was replaced, given that one of
the current plaques, titled “Geology of Good Harbor Bay,” dates to 1998. The other plaque does not feature
a date and is “in honor of S. Rex Green,” who was an MHD engineer involved in planning TH 61 along the
North Shore of Lake Superior. A slightly raised, concrete, elongated island parallels TH 61 along the central
majority of the west edge of the wayside.

FIGURE 124. GOOD HARBOR BAY OVERLOOK, OVERVIEW, LOOKING NORTH-NORTHEAST

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.
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*226(&5((.5(67$5($ &++57 
I-35, 1.5 mi N of Harris
R.P. 154.063; Lat/Long: 45.59934 -92.99363
Chisago County
The Goose Creek Rest Area, a Class I facility constructed circa 1972, was substantially rehabilitated in 2018,
including the replacement of the toilet building. It therefore was not subject to survey, and it is not eligible
for listing in the National Register, due to a loss of integrity.

*226(%(55<)$//6&21&2856( /$69& 
MN 61, SW of Jct Gooseberry River
R.P. 139.3; Lat/Long: 47.14265 -91.46924
Lake County

+LVWRU\
The Gooseberry Falls Concourse was constructed from 1936 to 1941 as part of the development of
Gooseberry State Park. The concourse was designed by Edward W. Barber, landscape architect for the
National Park Service, and Arthur Nichols, as the consulting landscape architect for the MHD (Figures 125
and 126). Labor was performed by CCC Co. 2710, under the supervision of the National Park Service in
cooperation with the MHD and the Minnesota Department of Conservation’s Division of State Parks
(MnDOT Historic Roadside Development Structures Inventory form, LA-SVC-046).
The design of the concourse was intended to remedy the challenges posed by the site of the state park,
. . . which attracted large numbers of visitors because of its dramatic natural features, [and]
was bisected by a major highway carrying travelers along the North Shore of Lake Superior.
The road passed between the upper and lower falls of the Gooseberry River where travelers
naturally wanted to pause and enjoy the total beauty. Congestion was probably nothing
new to the site, but with the development of extensive facilities that would attract even
more visitors, the situation could easily have worsened. A successful design solution was
found by segregating travelers who simply wanted to admire the falls from those intending
to enter the park proper . . . A large concourse was built to provide space for parking,
restrooms, and a huge stairway that descended to the falls [Anderson 1994:11, quoted in
MnDOT Historic Roadside Development Structures Inventory form, LA-SVC-046].
The construction of the concourse presented its own set of challenges, tied to its scale and the complexity
of the stonework. Incorporating rocks weighing up to seven tons, which were meticulously dressed and
placed into geometric patterns around a poured-concrete core, the overlook wall at the concourse would
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FIGURE 125. GOOSEBERRY FALLS CONCOURSE, 1937 TENTATIVE STUDY
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FIGURE 126. GOOSEBERRY FALLS CONCOURSE, 1937 FINAL PLAN
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be approximately 400 feet in length 2 and 12 feet wide at its base, and it would reach a maximum height of
20 to 25 feet (Gooseberry Times 1938:3; Anderson 1988a:7-1, MnDOT Historic Roadside Development
Structures Inventory form, LA-SVC-046) (Figures 127 and 128). Due to the multitude of elements involved
in the concourse design, their historical configuration and subsequent alterations occurring through
construction projects carried out within the last 24 years are presented within the description section, below.
These projects occurred in 1996-1998, and 2019.

FIGURE 127. OVERVIEW OF THE CONCOURSE SHOWING UPPER PORTION OF OVERLOOK WALL, 1941, LOOKING
NORTHEAST

2
Although the MHRDS Inventory Form and signage at the Concourse indicate a length of 300 feet, scaled drawings in construction plans
associated with the reconstruction of the bridge demonstrate it to be approximately 400 feet. This length is also indicated by a June 6, 1938,
Gooseberry Times article, which notes the completed section of the wall to be 285 feet long, with the need to extend it another 106 feet to reach
the bridge.
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FIGURE 128. OVERLOOK WALL, CIRCA 1940, LOOKING WEST

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Gooseberry Falls Concourse was surveyed in mid October of 2019, at which time a rehabilitation effort
was not quite complete. Photographs of these elements, once finished, were provided to Deco by SEH and
were used as a basis for the following description where needed.
The Gooseberry Falls Concourse (Concourse) is a roadside property currently situated on the southeast side
of TH 61 with views of the Gooseberry Falls (Figure 129). As originally built, elements of the roadside
property included a massive overlook wall, parking areas, pedestrian walkways, a drinking fountain,
staircases, and a restroom building. A geological marker was integrated into the overlook wall in 1950.

$FFHVVLQJWKH&RQFRXUVH
Constructed as a roadside rest area, the Concourse was historically accessed via automobile by the simple
action of pulling off to gravel parking areas on either side of TH 61, the main thoroughfare of which was
separated from the parking areas by flanking, long, six-foot-wide grass islands bordered with four-inch
stone curbs (see Figures 125 and 126). The Concourse exists in the present as a pedestrian facility because
in 1996-1997, TH 61 was reconstructed and shifted to the northwest, resulting in the elimination of the
parking area on that side of the highway, and in 1998, the parking area on the southeast side, along with
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FIGURE 129. GOOSEBERRY FALLS CONCOURSE, AERIAL OVERVIEW, 2009
Note: aerial photographs do not yet exist showing the post-2019 renovations. This overview is provided for general locational reference.
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the area between it and the new southeast border of the highway, was planted with grass and trees. Today,
accessing the Concourse requires vehicular traffic to turn southeast onto a driveway located approximately
1/4-mile southwest of the Concourse and park in lots at the Gooseberry Falls State Park visitor center,
constructed in 1996, then hike approximately 0.1 mile from the visitor center on a bituminous trail to the
Concourse (Figure 130). Alternately, the Concourse is accessible from the non-motorized Gitchi Gami State
Trail, which runs roughly parallel to and on the east side of TH 61 from the Gooseberry Falls State Park to
Beaver Bay.

2YHUORRN:DOO
Constructed of black gabbro, the overlook wall began on the southeast side of TH 61, with a square pier,
then followed a gentle curve generally northeast for approximately 90 feet, outlining the southeast edge of
the pull-off into the southeast parking area. From there, it extended approximately 85 feet northeast, along
the southeast side of the parking area and paralleling the highway, before outlining the first formal overlook,
which bowed outward and was flanked on each side by a rectangular pier, the composition measuring
roughly 50 feet in length. Beyond the first formal overlook, the wall once again paralleled TH 61 along the
southeast side of the parking area, for approximately 150 feet. There, it took a turn to the north, to
immediately form the second formal overlook, which was of a similar composition to the first but shorter,
at closer to 30 feet in length. From this point, a short section of wall connected the second overlook to
Bridge No. 3585. Fairly regularly spaced along the top of the wall, including at the center of each overlook,
were short, rustic, log balustrades, which quickly deteriorated and were replaced with stone balustrades
while the Concourse was still under construction, in 1939 (“Revised Detail of Stone Railing Design to Replace
Wood Railing In Concourse Wall at Gooseberry River,” MHD, dated March 1939) (Figures 131 and 132). The
1950 geological marker, a lectern-style marker of the same stone, was centered and built into the balustrade
on the second overlook (Figure 133).
Plans show that on the opposite side of TH 61, a second wall was to outline a third formal overlook, which
would mirror the second overlook before ending at a park road, the road running perpendicular to TH 61
and leading northwest from the northwest parking area (see Figures 125 and 126). It appears, however,
that only a small section of wall to face the bridge abutment was constructed on that side of the highway,
and this wall was removed when the highway was reconstructed.
The entirety of the wall on the southeast side of TH 61 remains intact; however, the stone balustrades were
reconstructed in 1998 or later to accommodate the placement of vertical metal dowel bars within the
openings (S.P. 3805-80, “Gooseberry Falls Plaza Planned Construction”, dated May 7, 1998, p. P5) (Figure
134). In 2008, a preservation and repair effort was completed on the wall, including the replacement of
missing stones with salvaged and like material, cleaning, and tuck pointing.
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FIGURE 130. GOOSEBERRY FALLS CONCOURSE, AERIAL OVERVIEW SHOWING ACCESS
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FIGURE 131. GOOSEBERRY FALLS CONCOURSE, OVERLOOK WALL WITH LOG BALUSTRADES, CIRCA 1937, LOOKING
NORTH

FIGURE 132. GOOSEBERRY FALLS CONCOURSE, VIEW OF OVERLOOK WALL SHOWING STONE BALUSTRADE, 1940,
LOOKING SOUTHWEST
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FIGURE 133. GOOSEBERRY FALLS CONCOURSE, GEOLOGICAL MARKER, 2019, LOOKING SOUTH

FIGURE 134. GOOSEBERRY FALLS CONCOURSE, DETAIL OF OVERLOOK WALL BALUSTRADE, LOOKING NORTHWEST
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3DUNLQJ$UHDV
Historically, two mirror-image, gravel parking areas, one on each side of TH 61, were located at the
Concourse. The parking areas were separated from TH 61 by long, narrow, elliptical, stone-bordered, grassy
islands, and each could accommodate approximately 20 cars (MnDOT 1994:10). The parking area on the
southeast side of the highway was separated from the overlook wall and adjacent walkway by raised stone
curbing (Figure 135).
Both parking areas have been eliminated from the Concourse, as described under “Accessing the
Concourse,” above. In 2019, the former southeast parking area was re-landscaped to improve visibility of
the overlook to motorists driving by on TH 61 (Figure 136). The revised area on the northwest side of the
concourse walkway and southwest of the 1998 pedestrian plaza (see below) is surfaced in Class II aggregate
pavement to approximately 25 feet, 8 inches beyond the sidewalk. The pavement and sidewalk surfaces
are flush; a curb no longer lines the sidewalk exterior. On the northwest of the gravel area is a straightened
Gitchi Gammi Trail running between two narrow, curb-lined islands. The overall effect is a pedestrian
homage to the original plan. The islands are mulched, and they contain perennial grasses and trees.

3HGHVWULDQ:DONZD\V
Random-laid flagstone pedestrian walkways, four feet wide, were constructed adjacent to the interior of the
overlook wall and flush with the height of the raised stone curbing along the parking area (see Figure 135).
The raised stone curbing additionally defined the outer edge of the walkway from the southwest end of the
main wall to just before the second overlook. At the second overlook, the exterior edge of the walkway was
defined by raised stone curbing, but an area planted in grass was situated between this curbing and that
along the pull-off to the parking area. At the first overlook, a grassy area was not employed. Rather, the
walkway continued the lines on either side of it by paralleling the highway, but flagstone was extended out
to the bow in the wall, creating a pedestrian plaza there (Figure 137).
In 1998, the flagstone walkway along the main wall from the southwest end up to the second overlook was
replaced with a four-foot-wide concrete sidewalk (see Figure 136). In 2019, the pedestrian plaza, which had
been resurfaced with bluestone in 1998, was restored with flagstone (Figure 138).

A metal-framed

interpretive marker is situated adjacent to the northwest edge of the plaza, oriented so that viewers of the
marker are facing TH 61.
At the second overlook, during the 1998 project, the grassy area and the flagstone walk were eliminated to
create a second, large pedestrian plaza, which extends into the area historically occupied by part of TH 61
(Figure 139). The plaza was redone in 2019. The concrete sidewalk leading up to this plaza, upon reaching
it, diverges from the historical route of the flagstone walk, making a 90-degree turn to the northwest.
On the northeast side of the concrete walk at the 90-degree turn, adjacent to the overlook wall, is the small,
last remnant of the flagstone walk, extending to just before the wall bows out for the second overlook. On
its northwest edge is the stone drinking fountain and a planter (see “Stone Drinking Fountain,” below).
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FIGURE 135. GOOSEBERRY FALLS CONCOURSE, SOUTHEAST PARKING AREA, CIRCA 1937

FIGURE 136. GOOSEBERRY FALLS CONCOURSE, PARTIAL VIEW OF FORMER SOUTHEAST PARKING AREA (LEFT OF
SIDEWALK), LOOKING NORTHEAST
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FIGURE 137. GOOSEBERRY FALLS CONCOURSE, PARTIAL VIEW OF PEDESTRIAN PLAZA AT FIRST OVERLOOK, UNDATED,
LOOKING SOUTHWEST

FIGURE 138. GOOSEBERRY FALLS CONCOURSE, PARTIAL VIEW OF RESTORED PEDESTRIAN PLAZA, 2019, LOOKING EAST
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FIGURE 139. GOOSEBERRY FALLS CONCOURSE, 1998/2019 PLAZA, 2019, LOOKING NORTH

Beyond the drinking fountain and planter, the remainder of the new pedestrian plaza, except along the
southwest edge where a large, concrete-curb-lined planter is present, is surfaced in the same Class II
aggregate pavement as was used in the former southeast parking area. Within the plaza are two metalframed, double-sided interpretive markers addressing recreation on the North Shore, the role of the
automobile and the highway in pursuit of recreation, the cooperative effort between the MHD, CCC,
National Park Service, and U.S. Army in creating Gooseberry Falls State Park, and the CCC’s accomplishments
in the park. To their southwest, along the northeast edge of the planter, are aligned three simple metalframed wooden benches. The planter extends along nearly the entirety of the southwest edge of the plaza.
It is mulched, and it holds three coniferous trees. On its southwest edge, separating it from the concrete
sidewalk, is a poured-concrete wall, which is about 18 inches high (Figure 140). There it curves around and
runs adjacent to the trail on the northwest side of the plaza. On this side, the wall is slightly taller, faced in
gabbro, and capped in concrete which supports an ornamental metal balustrade. A similar arrangement is
obtained on the northeast side of the plaza, except that the stone-faced base of the added wall extends
down several more feet to reach the grade of the ground surface below and tie into the original overlook
wall and the bridge abutment (Figure 141). Returning to the concrete walk, once it nears the Gitchi Gami
State Trail, the concrete widens substantially (see Figure 140).
The 1998 project additionally included the creation of new bituminous paths near the base of the overlook
wall. One of these follows the route of a gravel path appearing on the 1937 Tentative Study (see Figure
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FIGURE 140. GOOSEBERRY FALLS CONCOURSE, VIEW OF 1998/2019 PLAZA EXTERIOR, LOOKING EAST

FIGURE 141. GOOSEBERRY FALLS CONCOURSE, NORTHEAST WALL OF 1998/2019 PLAZA (BELOW RAIL ONLY), 2019,
LOOKING SOUTH-SOUTHEAST
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125). It runs generally northeast-southwest and connects the visitor center and the concourse. Another is
an entirely new route that extends off of the first with a similar orientation but at a higher elevation and
closer to the base of the wall, sloping up to the southwest to provide ADA accessibility to the concourse.
As part of the same project, the slope between these two paths was lined along the top with regularly
spaced boulders, below which riprap was installed (S.P. 3805-80, “Typical Section,” dated May 6, 1998, Sheet
11 of 81), the riprap to prevent erosion and the boulders, presumably to form a more attractive lining than
riprap for the path (Figure 142).

6WRQH'ULQNLQJ)RXQWDLQ
A stone drinking fountain was built at the edge where the flagstone walkway met the grassy area at the
second overlook. The fountain was located on a stone platform, which plans show was to be circular (see
Figure 125), but which may have been altered during construction to be semicircular. The northwest side
of the platform was surrounded by a stone bench, semicircular then extending out for a short distance from
a 90-degree angle at either end. The stone surround of the fountain was set so that its southeast side
aligned with the plane of the extensions.
The platform for the fountain is semicircular, more likely due to a change from the plan rather than that the
southeast half of a circular platform was later removed. The semicircular bench remains intact, as does the
stone surround for the fountain. The fountain, however, is no longer operational, as the bubbler has been

FIGURE 142. GOOSEBERRY FALLS CONCOURSE, VIEW OF PATHS AT BASE OF OVERLOOK WALL, 2019, LOOKING
SOUTHWEST
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removed and the top of the structure infilled with stone (Figure 143). A mulched, concrete-curb-lined
planter occupies a small area behind the bench, bounded on its other edges by the concrete walk and the
1998/2019 pedestrian plaza.

6WDLUFDVHV
A winding but angular staircase was constructed at the Concourse to allow descent from the parking areas
and overlooks to a restroom building at the base of the wall and beyond to a pedestrian-trail system and
the falls. The first, winding staircase began near the southwest end of the second overlook (Figure 144; see
Figure 132). It extended southwest in front of the main wall down to a landing, where one turned and
descended northeast down to the next landing. From that landing one could descend either to the
northeast or southwest, as stairs went in both directions. The stairs to the southwest led straight into a
walkway in front of the restroom building, while the one to the northeast led to a flagstone path to another
staircase, this one quite substantial and extending down and generally east to a trail leading to the middle
falls (Figures 145 and 146). Plans submitted for approval in October of 1937 additionally show a short
staircase extending from the restroom walkway down to another part of the trail leading to the middle falls,
more distant from them than the large staircase (see Figure 125). It is unknown whether this shorter
staircase was constructed. It is difficult to make out the original material of the stairs in the winding staircase
at the overlook wall in historical photographs, but they appear to be concrete. These had black gabbro
stringers on those sides not adjacent to the overlook wall, which were extended up to a height by which

FIGURE 143. GOOSEBERRY FALLS CONCOURSE, STONE DRINKING FOUNTAIN, 2019, LOOKING NORTHWEST
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FIGURE 144. GOOSEBERRY FALLS CONCOURSE, OVERLOOK WALL, ATTACHED STAIRCASE AND RESTROOM BUILDING,
CIRCA 1940, LOOKING NORTHEAST

FIGURE 145. GOOSEBERRY FALLS CONCOURSE, VIEW OF LOWER END OF ATTACHED STAIRCASE (NOTE FLAGSTONE
PATH), 1988, LOOKING SOUTHWEST

Cumulative Study
Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties

Page 153

FIGURE 146. GOOSEBERRY FALLS CONCOURSE, OVERLOOK WALL AND LOWER STAIRCASE DOWN TO FALLS, YEAR
UNKNOWN, LOOKING WEST

they also formed hand rails. In a historical photograph, the stairs of the large staircase appear to be stone,
and stringers are not evident (see Figure 146).

5HVWURRP%XLOGLQJ
The restroom building was constructed at the base of and adjacent to the overlook wall near its northeast
end (Figures 147 and 148; see Figure 132). The overlook wall formed its northwest wall, and the remaining
walls of the rectangular-plan building were built of the black gabbro. It was situated underneath the first
landing down from the second overlook and the upper part of the staircase leading down from that landing.
At the base of the set of stairs leading down and southwest from the second landing was a walkway adjacent
to the restroom building, which led southwest to the door to the men’s restroom, located on the southeast
side of the building. The walkway then continued along the southeast side of the building before turning
northwest to follow the southwest wall of the building, where the door to the women’s restroom was
located. On the southwest side of the walkway on that side was a black gabbro privacy wall. Rectangular
window openings were located equidistantly from the men’s room door, one on each side, and a single
window opening was located to the northwest of the women’s room door. All windows had stone sills.
The restroom building, while still present, is no longer in use. The walkway around the building, the
surfacing material of which has not been identified, has either been removed or has been covered by
vegetation. The door openings have been boarded in, while the window openings have been infilled with
gabbro. The stone privacy wall is no longer extant (Figure 149).
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FIGURE 147. GOOSEBERRY FALLS CONCOURSE, RESTROOM BUILDING, CIRCA 1940, LOOKING SOUTHWEST

FIGURE 148. GOOSEBERRY FALLS CONCOURSE, RESTROOM BUILDING, CIRCA 1940, LOOKING NORTH
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FIGURE 149. GOOSEBERRY FALLS CONCOURSE, RESTROOM BUILDING, 2019, LOOKING NORTH

(YDOXDWLRQ
The Gooseberry Falls Concourse was listed in the National Register of Historic Places as a contributing
element to the Gooseberry Falls State Park CCC/Rustic Style Historic Resources historic district in 1989, at
which time it retained vehicular access and parking. At the time of its survey in 1997, it was in the process
of being converted to a pedestrian facility, and the roadside property was recommended as individually
eligible for listing in the National Register.

Given the completion of that conversion and the 2019

rehabilitation effort, along with the existence of the revised evaluation criteria, it is re-evaluated here.
Although the Gooseberry Falls Concourse is tied to Gooseberry Falls State Park, in and of itself, the rest area
does not present a well-rounded complement of recreational amenities. It did not set important standards
for a specific category of recreational amenity along the Minnesota trunk highway system, nor was it
affiliated with a local community. As such, it does not meet Criterion A in the area of entertainment/
recreation.
The Gooseberry Falls Concourse constitutes a particularly important accomplishment of the MHD, in
collaboration with the National Park Service. While its primary function was to provide motorists with
respite and recreation, it also fulfilled the key transportation need of efficiently moving vehicles along TH
61 through an area susceptible to congestion because of its particular situation around the falls. It fulfilled
this need creatively, not only without adding lanes to the highway, which would have compromised the
leisurely feel and scenic value obtained by motorists in the area of the state park, but also in a way that
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contributed to those components of the TH 61 motoring experience. The concourse is, therefore, significant
in the area of transportation under Criterion A.
The development of Gooseberry Falls State Park, including the concourse, was an important federal relief
project, requiring the employment of a particularly large work force over the course of seven years and
constituting the principal accomplishment of CCC Company 2710. Given its scale and the number of years
it took to complete, the construction of the concourse was a key contributor to the importance of the overall
project. As such, it is significant in the area of social history under Criterion A.
The Gooseberry Falls Concourse was designed by Edward W. Barber, chief architect for the Minnesota
Central Design Office of the National Park Service and, as such, “the major designer of Minnesota’s rustic
style state park buildings” (Anderson 1988b:E10), in collaboration with master landscape architect Arthur
Nichols. Barber’s stint with the Park Service appears to have been the only significant phase in his career,
the remainder of which is not well documented, though it is known that he eventually went into private
practice in Lake City, Minnesota. It would be difficult, however, to argue that the Gooseberry Falls Concourse
was any more or less important than the many other Minnesota state park buildings and structures Barber
designed during this phase of his career, developed as they were within the same context. The specific
design of the Gooseberry Falls Concourse does not appear to have influenced the trajectory of Barber’s
subsequent work nor that of other architects or that in the overall field of roadside development. Because
the extent and nature of Nichols’ involvement in the design is unknown, it would not be appropriate to
consider the Gooseberry Falls Concourse as one of his achievements or to be compared with other
properties within his body of work.
As completed in 1941, the Gooseberry Falls Concourse was a roadside property which demonstrated high
artistic value through the outstanding expression of the aesthetic ideals of the period during which it was
built, and relatedly, was an outstanding example of the National Park Service Rustic style, which would allow
it to meet Criterion C.

This expression included its skillful adaptation to the natural setting, which

emphasized the scenic qualities and preserved the naturalistic quality of the site while accommodating a
substantial drop in elevation through both the concourse wall and the lower stone staircase. The stonework,
of local gabbro, reflected the craft and skill of the federal relief laborers who worked and maneuvered this
material into randomly laid yet impressively fitted arrangements, and ultimately aesthetically pleasing
constructs.

While the overlook wall is large, it was appropriately scaled for the massive forest that

constitutes its surroundings, and it still managed harmonize with the natural setting. The long, lower
staircase blended into the hillside below the wall while bringing visitors to the scenic view that is the falls.
These are but a few original design elements that would allow the Gooseberry Falls Concourse to meet
Criterion C evaluation criteria for roadside properties. As noted previously, however, this property has been
subject to alterations since it was built, the most recent in 2019.
The Gooseberry Falls Concourse no longer includes vehicular access or a vehicular circulation system, which
is an essential physical feature for roadside properties; the designed landscape, which is the other essential
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physical feature for roadside properties, has been substantially altered. These conditions are elaborated
upon below.
The Concourse is in the place where it was constructed, and it therefore has excellent integrity of location.
The Concourse was designed to function as a roadside rest area, with a plan that allowed motor vehicles to
readily pull over to either side of TH 61 and park in designated areas defined by parking islands and stone
curbs. Drivers and passengers could then exit their vehicles and walk along flagstone-surfaced walkways
to one of two formal overlooks to take in views of the Gooseberry Falls, or take a stairway down to restrooms
or down to another stairway leading to another view of the falls. After use of the rest area, travelers could
get back into their vehicles and directly onto the road.
The Concourse is now limited to one side of TH 61, due to the shifting of the road. While this loss is
mitigated by the fact that the vast majority of the property was located to the southeast of TH 61, it
regardless constitutes some diminishment of the original functional design. Although the Concourse still
provides scenic views of the falls, the historic significance of the property does not rely upon that provision
alone, or even as the primary condition, as scenic views of the falls may be obtained from a variety of
pedestrian locations. Rather, it primarily resides with the function of encouraging automobile tourists to
stop and obtain those views, which was achieved through a combination of capturing their interest with
visually interesting structures and providing easy on and off access. With the elimination of automobile
access, parking areas, islands, and curbs, the Concourse no longer serves this function.
The routes of the historically present pedestrian circulation features are mostly intact, but a large pedestrian
plaza has been added, one that, in part, turns the visitor’s focus away from the falls, as it largely does not
extend along the overlook wall, but rather brings visitors inward to view interpretive signage. Pedestrian
circulation has been altered at the base of the wall through the elimination of the walkway leading directly
from the stairs to the restroom doors, which constitutes one element of another important functional loss
at the Concourse, that of the restroom. The closure of this building and removal of the privacy screen, the
loss of functionality of the drinking fountain, and the removal of other historically present amenities,
including fireplaces and benches, reduce the ability of the property to convey its historical usage by the
traveling public.
Beyond its functional design, the Concourse was aesthetically designed in the National Park Service Rustic
style. The overlook wall, which is the primary feature of the property, the drinking fountain, the winding
staircase, and the restroom building have undergone few alterations, particularly with regard to their
stonework, and therefore continue to strongly convey this aesthetic. The former log balustrades of the
overlook wall “contributed a contrasting texture and impression of openness [and] gave a pedestrian scale
to the massive masonry wall and made for easier viewing” (SMSQ Architects 2001:A-5) and were therefore
preferable to the replacement stone versions. While the stone versions incorporate generally regularly sized
and shaped stones, as the stones are unevenly textured and in keeping with the local material used for the
rest of the wall, they do not negate the Rustic style, nor do they undermine the historical character of the
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wall, given that they were installed during the original period of construction and in place during the period
of significance.
Although this majority of the historically present construction strongly represents the Rustic style, added
and replacement features, for the most part, do not. The replacement large staircase down to the falls,
despite the use of gabbro in the stringers, is not in keeping with the style as it is dominated by large wide
concrete steps and metal handrails. The boulders and riprap near the base of the wall, which were not
present historically, create a busy rather than rustic feel in views of the wall and are not harmonious with
the landscape design. The added pedestrian plaza is paved, and it is bordered on two sides by modern,
ornamental, metal railing. What Rustic-style stonework sits below these railings is of modern construction
which has not been differentiated in any way from the 1936-1941 elements, creating a false sense of history.
Although flagstone surfacing has been restored to the main overlook bay, the flagstone walkway has been
replaced with concrete. Stone curbing has also been eliminated.
The Concourse no longer reflects its historical function as a roadside property, and based on that aspect, it
retains poor integrity of design. Added and replacement features over the property as a whole are not
consistent with the design philosophies or materials, landscape or architectural, of the Rustic style, but the
aesthetic is still readily apparent in major features that were historically present.

From an aesthetic

perspective, then, the Concourse retains fair integrity of design.
When it was built, the Concourse was intended to provide motorists with a rest area where they could break
up the monotony of driving while taking advantage of amenities including restroom facilities, fireplaces,
water, pedestrian paths, and, of course, scenic views of the Gooseberry Falls. Key to its setting are its
relationships to TH 61 and to the falls. The Concourse, technically speaking, remains on the TH 61 roadside.
The loss of the vehicular circulation and parking, however, combined with the addition of a pedestrian plaza;
its modern railings and stonework; the Gitchi Gami State Trail; and rectangular, concrete curb-lined islands
on either side of the trail which are mulched and planted with trees and ornamental grasses have resulted
in a substantial change in setting because these alterations have not only created views of the Concourse
from the roadside incompatible with those that were obtained historically, but also eliminated the function
that the Concourse was intended to serve.
The Concourse still provides excellent views of the falls from the overlook and the area accessed by the
lower staircase. The surrounding natural features, situated as they are within a 1,687-acre state park, are
generally as they were at the time that it was constructed. Presumably the only built object visible from the
Concourse during the period of significance was Bridge No. 3585. With its replacement, Bridge No. 38010,
the alignment was shifted along with that of TH 61, but as the bridge continues to incorporate an arched
substructure, concrete surfacing on the deck, and a railing similar to that present historically; carry the
highway over the falls; and tie into the Concourse on its southwest end, the resultant visual change is
minimal.
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Taking into consideration changes with regard to both the manmade and natural qualities of the property
and its surroundings, the Overlook retains fair integrity of setting.
As noted in the property description, the structural emphases of the Concourse, i.e., the overlook wall,
attached winding staircase, and restroom building are intact, and these primary elements of the property
reflect the use of local gabbro for construction, as well as the craft and skill of the federal relief laborers
who worked and maneuvered this material into an impressively fitted, aesthetically pleasing construct of a
massive scale in a location of challengingly steep topography. The Concourse overall has suffered the loss
of historic materials through the removal of elements as described above, including the flagstone walkways
and stone curbing, which additionally partially diminish the aspect of workmanship. More problematic,
however, with regard to materials has been the addition of historically unsympathetic materials, including
the concrete walkway; all materials involved in the plaza, none of which were present there historically; the
concrete stairs and metal railings of the lower staircase; the mulch, ornamental grasses, and trees and
concrete curbing of the added islands; and the boulders/riprap adjacent to lower paths. As a whole,
therefore, the Concourse retains fair integrity of materials, and good integrity of workmanship.
Although the Concourse is in the place where the driving public once stopped to break from driving along
TH 61, as was the intention of its design and construction by the MHD, it is no longer sufficiently intact to
convey its relationship to that activity, or to the activity of roadside development. The elimination of direct
automobile access; the loss of elements that directly pertained to automobile usage, including parking
areas, curbing, and islands; and the resultant change in the visual identity of the property from TH 61 from
a vehicular to a pedestrian amenity, have all but eradicated the suggestion of a roadside stop from the
property. Given the means by which it is accessed, the property is more likely to convey to observers that
the Concourse was constructed as an amenity for hikers, rather than as part of the roadside development
program as an amenity for automobile tourists. The Concourse therefore has poor integrity of association.
Integrity of feeling is by and large an outgrowth of the other six aspects of integrity, as it is only logical that
the greater the retention of a property’s composition, surroundings, and associations from a given historical
period, the more the property will evoke the feeling of that period. As can be surmised, therefore, from the
discussion of the other six aspects, while some primary elements of the Concourse strongly express its
aesthetic or historic sense as completed in 1941, the property as a whole does not. It therefore retains fair
integrity of feeling.

5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ
Due to a loss of integrity, the Gooseberry Falls Concourse is not individually eligible for listing in the National
Register as a roadside property. It is currently listed in the National Register as a contributing element to
the Gooseberry Falls State Park CCC/Rustic Style Historic Resources historic district; however, given the
changes to the property that have occurred since the district was listed in 1989, consideration should be
given to the possibility that this element be limited to the overlook wall, including the attached staircase
and restroom building, rather than to encompass the Concourse property as a whole.
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*5$(6(53$5. +(5%& 
MN 100, at Jct CSAH 81
R.P. 12.1; Lat/Long: 45.03659 -93.34471
Hennepin County
Graeser Park, constructed in 1940, was found not eligible for listing in the National Register, due to a loss
of integrity after MN 100 was reconstructed during the early 2000s. The reader is directed to a report by
Gemini titled The Potential Effect of S.P. 2735-159 on Graeser Park in Robbinsdale (TH 100), obtainable
through the MnDOT CRU or at the SHPO.

*5$1'0$5$,6+$5%256($:$// &.*0& 
MN 61, between 3rd and 4th Ave W in Grand Marais
R.P. 109.4; Lat/Long: 47.74933 -90.33770
Cook County
The Grand Marais Harbor Sea Wall, constructed in 1937, was found not eligible for listing in the National
Register in 1998, due to a loss of integrity. The reader is directed to the inventory form prepared by Gemini
in that year.

*5$1'5$3,'65(67$5($ ,&*5& 
US 2, 0.5 mi W of Grand Rapids
R.P. 182.139; Lat/Long: 47.23784 -93.55972
Itasca County

+LVWRU\
Based on a circa-1965 photograph held at the Site Development Unit, the Grand Rapids Rest Area was
constructed sometime prior to that time. MnDOT retains no information more specific as to its date of
construction. The photograph shows a rectangular parking area with curbing along the east edge and wood
bollards along the south edge, as well as at least two picnic tables in the grassy area beyond. East of the
parking area is a stand of thinned or sparsely planted pine trees. The MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure
indicates picnic tables and toilets as the amenities at that time.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Grand Rapids Rest Area was surveyed in August of 2016. It is a topographically level site located on
the north side of TH 2 and east side of 20th Avenue NW in Grand Rapids. Historically a Class III rest area, it
is now a Class IV wayside (Figure 150). The wayside is not directly accessed off the highway. Rather, one
turns north off the highway onto 20th Avenue NW, before making an immediate right into the parking area.
The curbing is no longer evident along its east side, and the bollards have been removed. A sign on the
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FIGURE 150. GRAND RAPIDS REST AREA, OVERVIEW, 2016, LOOKING SOUTHEAST



east side of the parking area indicates a six-hour limit for users of the wayside. Behind the sign, the pine
trees remain. The picnic tables and privy have been removed.

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.

*5$1,7()$//629(5/22. <0*51 
US 212/MN 67 at MN 23
R.P. 32.3; Lat/Long: 44.805309, -95.545030
Yellow Medicine County

+LVWRU\
Plans for the construction of a “Roadside Parking Area Retaining Wall at Granite Falls,” which doubled as an
overlook, were developed by the MHD with Arthur Nichols as the consulting landscape architect as part of
an approximately 823-foot-long, TH 212 roadside development project approved in October of 1936
(Figures 151 and 152). The overlook was to be located southeast of the intersection of TH 212 with TH 67.
The plans do not incorporate a parking area at the overlook, and historical photographs show that it likely
relied on the shoulders of the highways for that purpose (MnDOT Historic Roadside Development Structures
Inventory form, YM-GRN-078) (Figure 153).
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FIGURE 151. GRANITE FALLS OVERLOOK, 1937 PLAN SHEET FOR OVERLOOK
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FIGURE 152. GRANITE FALLS OVERLOOK, 1937 PLAN SHEET FOR PLANTINGS
Cumulative Study
Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties

Page 164

Olson photo album

FIGURE 153. GRANITE FALLS OVERLOOK (FAR LEFT), FROM INTERSECTION OF THS 212 AND 67, 1940

The plans indicate one branch of a system of pedestrian paths or sidewalks extending to both the north
and south sides of TH 212 on the east side of Granite Street, running southwest from TH 212 near the
Minnesota River and leading to the overlook (see Figure 152). Another branch curves down from the
southeast quadrant of the intersection, then forks around a small triangular island to meet the previously
mentioned branch at two points.
The overlook is much smaller in size than most constructed along Minnesota’s trunk highways during the
federal-relief era. It is depicted as a random-laid stone construction of a height averaging around three
feet above sidewalk grade and measuring approximately 60 linear feet, with a curved main bay measuring
approximately 34 linear feet and projecting toward the Minnesota River. From the ends of the bay, the wall
turns and extends to the northeast and southwest for approximately seven feet before making a right angle
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at both ends and extending approximately six feet, terminating in piers equivalent with the southeast edge
of the path. From those piers, a one-foot-wide, at-grade, stone border continues for another nine feet, then
turns at right angles and meets to create the northwest border of the overlook. Centered on and adjacent
to this border is an eight-foot-long granite bench with precast-concrete seats. Four and a half-foot benches
of the same type are located parallel to this border, one approximately two feet in from each of the terminal
piers of the overlook wall.
The planting plan for the project extends to all four quadrants of the intersection of TH 212 with Granite
Street. In the immediate vicinity of the overlook, it includes a cluster of four juniper shrubs at the northwest
and southwest corners of the overlook border, and 40 hydrangea shrubs northeast of the northern cluster
to TH 212. Staggered weeping willows were to be planted northeast and southeast from the overlook along
the southeast edge of the path.
The roadside development project was carried out in 1937, as a “companion project” (Granger et al.
2002:3.2) to, but separate from substantial improvements sponsored by the City of Granite Falls and
completed with federal relief labor at Memorial Park, which is located south of and on the other side of the
Minnesota River from the overlook. It is not known whether the overlook was constructed by MHD
employees or federal relief labor. The wayside appears to have been constructed according to plan.
Standard historical photographs show that the path was originally gravel, but it was replaced with a concrete
sidewalk within four years (MnDOT Historic Roadside Development Structures Inventory form, YM-GRN078) (Figures 154 and 155).
No amenities were indicated for this property in the MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure, which appears to have
been typical for overlooks in that document.
When the site was surveyed in 1998, the southern of the two smaller benches had been removed, the
northern one was broken, and a large chunk of granite had been lost from the western end of the curved
lookout bay. A modern flagpole had been added on the northwest side of the sidewalk, opposite the
overlook. The inventory form notes the potential loss of acreage during the 1970s as a result of the TH 212
bridge construction and the TH 67 reconstruction, and alteration to the view from the site due to vegetative
growth on the riverbank. A treatment report prepared for the site in 2002 showed that the seats of both
remaining benches were detached and lying on the ground next to the pedestals.
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Olson photo album

FIGURE 154. GRANITE FALLS OVERLOOK, CIRCA 1937

Olson photo album

FIGURE 155. GRANITE FALLS OVERLOOK, 1941
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'HVFULSWLRQ
The Granite Falls Overlook was surveyed in August of 2019. The site is not readily identified via signage on
any of the vehicular routes, and given its relatively low elevation, is not readily visible to motorists. Access
to the site is no longer achieved by pulling over to the shoulder of TH 212, as parking is prohibited there.
One may park at the Yellow Medicine County Historical Society lot on the south side of the Minnesota River,
then walk on a sidewalk which goes up to TH 67 and runs along its east edge for approximately 0.1 mile
before connecting to the sidewalk that runs northeast to the overlook, which is another approximately 250
feet from the connection point (Figures 156 and 157). Another route is to park, then walk on a sidewalk
that extends 130 feet south from the intersection of 13th Avenue and 4th Street, to a staircase leading to the
TH 212 underpass, and up a second set of stairs which leads to the sidewalk running southwest to the
overlook (Figures 158 through 162). Ostensibly, one could park on 13th Avenue or one of the businesses to
the north of TH 212, cross TH 212, and traverse down the grassy slope to the overlook. The sidewalk that
forked around the small triangular island, and the island, are no longer present.
The wall is of random-rubble construction, using black granite; a pink granite replacement stone is present
in the west end pier (Figure 163). From the interior, the wall measures two and a half feet in height, with
another six inches at the piers. The maximum height from the exterior is four to five feet, which is near the
center. The stone border also is black granite, and it remains visible (Figure 164). Grass surfaces the area
within the border and wall, except where the sidewalk runs through it. The south bench has not been

FIGURE 156. PARKING AT HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND SIDEWALK UP TO TH 67, 2019, LOOKING NORTH-NORTHEAST
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FIGURE 157. SIDEWALK TO THE GRANITE FALLS OVERLOOK FROM TH 167, 2019, LOOKING NORTHEAST

FIGURE 158. NORTH END OF SIDEWALK TO GRANITE FALLS OVERLOOK FROM 4TH STREET, 2019, LOOKING NORTH

Cumulative Study
Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties

Page 169

FIGURE 159. NORTH END OF SIDEWALK TO GRANITE FALLS OVERLOOK FROM 4TH STREET, 2019, LOOKING SOUTH

FIGURE 160. STAIRCASE TO UNDERPASS EN ROUTE FROM 4TH STREET, 2019, LOOKING SOUTH
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FIGURE 161. UNDERPASS EN ROUTE FROM 4TH STREET, 2019, LOOKING SOUTHWEST

FIGURE 162. STAIRCASE FROM UNDERPASS UP TO AREA OF GRANITE FALLS OVERLOOK, 2019, LOOKING SOUTHWEST
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FIGURE 163. GRANITE FALLS OVERLOOK, 2019, LOOKING WEST

FIGURE 164. GRANITE FALLS OVERLOOK, NORTHWEST EDGE SHOWING STONE BORDER, 2019, LOOKING SOUTHWEST
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replaced, but the bench seats have been placed back onto the other two (Figure 165). The flagpole is still
located directly behind (northwest of) the center bench, at a distance of approximately 10 feet.
No plantings are present north, east, or in the immediate vicinity of the overlook. A cluster of mixed
coniferous, some dying, and deciduous trees is present on northwest of the sidewalk, to the west and
southwest of the overlook. Vegetation along the riverbank appears to be of the volunteer variety.

FIGURE 165. GRANITE FALLS OVERLOOK, 2019, LOOKING SOUTHEAST

(YDOXDWLRQ
The Granite Falls Overlook was recommended in 1998 as eligible for listing in the National Register as a
property significant to the history of roadside development for its construction during the Depression, and
a probable example of relief labor in partnership with the MHD. It was also recommended as eligible for
its design significance as an excellent example of the National Park Service Rustic style applied to a small
wayside rest and as one of 12 inventoried properties having existing stone benches; and as an example of
the roadside development work of Arthur Nichols (MnDOT Historic Roadside Development Structures
Inventory form, YM-GRN-078). It has been re-evaluated under the revised evaluation criteria for roadside
properties along Minnesota’s trunk highways.
The Granite Falls Overlook, constructed in 1937, is not one of the earliest roadside property developments
with involvement by the MHD. No evidence has been found to suggest that its design or construction
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