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As discussed in Volume I of this report, previous studies of roadside properties along Minnesota’s trunk
highways over the past two decades have included four major evaluation studies including the current one,
as well as a few isolated evaluations. The 189 roadside properties without eligibility and without potential
future eligibility for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (National Register), therefore, fall into
one of five categories that determine how they are addressed herein:
1) Properties identified as not eligible by Gemini Research (Gemini) in 1998-2008 and documented in
Historic Roadside Development Structures of Minnesota Trunk Highways (1998) and Supplement to
Historic Roadside Development Structures of Minnesota Trunk Highways (2005, including changes made
through 2008)
These properties have not been re-evaluated. As the significance requirements for the 1998 study were
less stringent than the updated ones, and as none of the properties with poor integrity have undergone
restoration, any findings of ineligibility would not change.

For the detailed evaluations of these

properties, the reader will be directed to the relevant inventory forms, which are available online
(http://www.dot.state.mn.us/roadsides/historic/inv-form.html) and at the Minnesota State Historic
Preservation Office (SHPO), or the relevant supplemental documentation, if the property was found not
eligible after the completion of the inventory form.
2) Properties identified as not eligible by Stark Preservation Planning (Stark) and Deco Cultural Services
(Deco) in 2015-2016 and documented in Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties: 1950-1975,
Historic Context and Evaluation Study (Pizza and Stark 2016).
These properties have not been re-evaluated. The recently developed significance requirements for
this study (see Volume I) were incorporated into the updated ones, and as none of the properties with
poor integrity have undergone restoration, the findings of ineligibility would not change. For the
detailed evaluations of these properties, the reader will be directed to the above-mentioned report.
This report is not currently available online, and therefore would need to be obtained from the
Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) Cultural Resources Unit (CRU) or the SHPO.
3) Properties identified as not eligible by Deco in 2016-2019
The results of this study have not been incorporated into a formal report, anticipating their inclusion in
the current report. The detailed evaluations of these properties are provided here, with reference to
the updated evaluation criteria.
4) Properties identified as eligible by Gemini in 1998-2008 and re-evaluated as not eligible by Deco during
the current study as a result of the updated evaluation criteria and/or a loss of integrity
The detailed evaluations of these properties are provided here, with reference to the updated evaluation
criteria.
5) Properties identified as eligible by Gemini in 1998-2008 and re-evaluated as not eligible on an individual
basis by various consultants and documented in individual reports
Cumulative Study
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For these properties, the reader will be directed to the relevant report. None is currently available
online, and therefore would need to be obtained from the MnDOT CRU or the SHPO.
As in Volume 1, much of the information presented in the histories below was obtained from the property
files held at the Site Development Unit. As the information is not cataloged or titled, citations would be
descriptive, and therefore require excessive text. As such, the majority of these citations are provided only
for directly quoted material from the property files, in footnotes. Information obtained from other sources
is cited in the body of the text. It is noted that when reference is made to the amenities identified in the
Minnesota Department of Highways’ (MHD’s) 1975 rest areas brochure, although they are presented in the
plural, these elements may have been singular at that time, as the brochure does not enumerate them.

(9$/8$7,2167$7(0(17
The numerous majority of roadside properties identified as not eligible by Deco in 2016-2019 (category 3,
above) lack any evidence of meeting the evaluation criteria for significance under Criterion A, and they are
designs of such an extremely simple quality that they clearly are not significant under Criterion C. To avoid
excessive redundancies in the body of this report, the following blanket evaluation statement has been
developed for application to these properties, and will be referred to via “see evaluation statement” in the
relevant sections:
The properties in this group are not among the earliest projects completed by the MHD, and none can be
identified as a federal relief project. The design and/or construction of the properties in this group did not
influence subsequent roadside development, their development or improvement did not fulfill a key
transportation need beyond motorist respite and recreation, and none reflects accommodation of an
important shift in the pattern of highway travel; therefore, none constitute a particularly important
accomplishment of the MHD. None of the properties are the result of an organized, community-wide effort
or campaign to obtain a roadside property for the welfare of the community. Most do not incorporate
recreational amenities, and those that do are generally limited to a single amenity, none of which set an
important standard for recreational amenities at roadside properties along the Minnesota trunk highway
system. None made an unusually significant contribution to the recreational history of a community. The
properties are not associated with an important response to specific conservation challenges or to policies
on the preservation of natural resources, and none demonstrate a direct relationship to or influence of the
Highway Beautification Act, nor did any influence the development of other roadside properties under the
Act. None, therefore, meets the evaluation criteria for significance under Criterion A.
None of the properties in this group can be identified as the work of a master landscape architect or
architect, nor do any demonstrate outstanding skill or design. The site designs are not complex. The
majority of these properties are level in their topography; those that make some attempt to follow the
natural topography do so in a basic fashion in areas where no topographic challenges exist, and not in any
way specifically meant to emphasize scenic qualities. While most are sited in naturally scenic areas and
incorporate views of natural features, such as lakes, none do so in an outstanding or innovative way.
Properties in this group, with a few exceptions, do not include separate pedestrian pathways to segregate
pedestrian and motorized traffic, and their vehicular circulation patterns, which involve either pull-offs, a
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single driveway terminating at a parking area or turnaround, or a simple driveway through a site, do not
reflect any meaningful attempt to separate vehicle traffic from the principal roadway. With regard to safety
features, islands, curbing, and medians are rare, while bollards are slightly more common among this group.
Such features, however, are not present at any property where they could be considered innovative for their
time, and none constitutes an outstanding example of the feature. The vast majority of these properties
were established as Class III or Class IV properties, which means that traveler amenities were limited to
begin with, and those amenities that were present largely have been removed or replaced with modern
components, for example, portable toilets in lieu of vault-toilet buildings. None, therefore, retains a
complement of amenities that would create an outstanding or innovative example of this provision. In the
few cases where built site features, such as markers, are present, none of the features constitutes an
innovative or outstanding example of the expression of regional identity. Thus, none of the properties in
this group references the high national design standards for roadside properties built in the post-World
War II era. In the few cases where objects or structures such as overlook walls or markers are installed, none
exhibits complex design skill and/or craftsmanship expressing high artistic value or the work of a master
uniquely adapted to a particular site, or engineering, structural, or material innovation. Buildings dating to
1975 or earlier are not present at any of these properties. None, therefore, meets the evaluation criteria for
significance under Criterion C.
Because properties in this group do not meet the evaluation criteria for significance, all are recommended
as not eligible for listing in the National Register.

$'5,$1($67%281'5(67$5($ 12:(7 
I-90, 2.8 mi W of Adrian
R.P. 24.112; Lat/Long: 43.63699 -95.98136
Nobles County

+LVWRU\
The Adrian Eastbound and Adrian Westbound Rest Areas are among the few following the original intent
for Minnesota’s interstate rest areas to occur in pairs, each pair consisting of two proximate rest areas
occupying opposite sides of the highway. The plans for both rest areas, which were essentially reversed
properties situated approximately one half-mile apart, were finalized and signed by MHD staff in May and
June of 1969 (Figure 1). William G. Mueller signed the plans cover sheet as engineer. The field for the head
of the design squad on the plans cover sheet is blank. Designs for the toilet building and picnic shelters
were commissioned from Warren W. Kane of Austin, whose plans date to May of 1969. In addition to the
Adrian sites, Kane was commissioned by the MHD to design the structures for the Albert Lea Information
Center on I-35 and seven other rest areas along Interstate 90: Beaver Creek Travel Information Center, Clear
Lake, Des Moines River, Enterprise, High Forest, Marion, and Dresbach Travel Information Center. All of
these rest areas were developed between 1969 and 1977.
The concept for the toilet buildings at the Adrian sites was replicated at High Forest, and nearly so at Marion
(Figure 2). It is a variation of those Kane created for other rest areas, involving similar material types and
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FIGURE 1. ADRIAN EASTBOUND REST AREA, 1969 SITE PLAN
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FIGURE 2. TYPICAL I-90 TOILET BUILDING BY WARREN KANE, AT ADRIAN WESTBOUND REST AREA, CIRCA 1970

roofs. It is in the Rustic Modern style, one story in height, and square in plan. The walls of the building are
constructed of concrete block faced with rubble stone. The façade of the main massing includes three
doors, one in the center for access to the utility room and one at each end for access to the men’s and
women’s restrooms. The shed roof slopes down toward and extends beyond the façade of the main
massing, its large rafters set into four regularly spaced, stone-faced, angular piers, between which floor-toceiling channel glass could be placed during colder periods of the year, but which was an open-air area
when warmer. On one side elevation, the wall continues from the main massing and incorporates the pier,
and on the opposite side, the space between the main massing and the pier is left open to allow entry into
the space behind the channel glass when the glass is present. Neither side elevation is fenestrated, nor is
the rear elevation. The roof fascia is limited to these elevations, and is stained, textured plywood.
The concept for the picnic shelters was replicated at all of the rest areas designed by Kane except the
Dresbach Travel Information Center, and it complements the design of the toilet building. The base of each
picnic shelter is a hexagonal, poured-concrete slab. The hexagon is symmetrical on one axis, but not on
the other, and as a result, the back of the slab is wider than the front. Extending around the back half of
the slab and beyond its ends is a poured-concrete footing, into which are set steel posts and tie rods that
form the support system for a wood screen, with planks oriented vertically and stained to match the original
fascia of the toilet building. The screen follows the same plan as the footing, except that the ends do not
extend quite as far and are angled up, creating a winged effect. Extending forward to two steel posts at the
ends of the narrower, front edge of the slab from the wide, rear edge of the screen is a low, shed roof with
stained-wood fascia and metal coping.
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Construction of the Adrian rest areas was completed in the summer of 1970, and they opened to the public
on August 4 of that year (Luverne Star-Herald 1970). Two weeks later, the Luverne Star-Herald wrote an
article on the rest areas, and noted:
[At each rest area] are nine picnic tables, built of concrete, in the open area. Four tables
are under redwood shelters, open on one side, providing shade from the sun and
protection from the winds, particularly when they blow cold out of the northwest. The
entire area is lighted by large, white global lamps on poles. Landscaping includes trees
that are 15-20 feet tall and 3-5 inches in diameter.
The newspaper reported that the rest areas were well-received and heavily used, identifying only its
contributing editor, Al McIntosh, as a detractor. Apparently not a fan of modern architecture, he had
deemed Kane’s toilet buildings “flak bunkers” which “face the wrong way,” oriented as they were, away from
the highway. Further, he had stated, “Whoever drew up those plans and sold them to the highway
department should have to stay after school.” The Star-Herald (1970), however, noted, “Today’s generation
doesn’t agree, McIntosh reports this week, as he reprints two letters he received from the other side of the
generation gap.”
As with nearly all interstate rest areas, the original design provides for off- and on-ramps from and to the
highway and associated driveways with sufficient length to allow for safe deceleration and acceleration. It
accommodates the requirement for separate parking for truck and automobile traffic. Pedestrian circulation
is limited to sidewalks in the vicinity of the parking areas. The design additionally includes a concrete terrace
primarily on the entry side of the toilet building but extending partially up one side to the depth of the area
behind the channel glass.
Both sites previously had been in agricultural fields, and the landscaping design points to only minor
topographic modifications, presumably needed for drainage and safety reasons. The identical planting
plans each call for 377 alpine currant shrubs, 40 Marshalls seedless ash, 30 cockspur hawthorn, 14 sugar
maples, and 1 Japanese lilac. The only quantities altered for the final designs, as noted on the plans, are
those for the cockspur hawthorn, reduced to 15 at the Adrian Eastbound Rest Area and 16 at Adrian
Westbound. Tree placement is largely linear.
The MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure indicates picnic tables, toilets, water, telephones, information, and
facilities for the physically disabled as amenities at both locations in that year.
In 1978, alterations were made to the toilet buildings. Warren Kane had passed away in 1975, and the plans
for the alterations, dated November of 1977, were by his son, David Kane, of the architectural firm Kane and
Cox Associates, Inc. The alterations permanently removed the floor-to-ceiling channel glass option. In its
stead, a permanent wall was constructed with the stone piers engaged and creating three bays. In each
bay, the lower half of the wall was clad in textured plywood, and a large, sliding window was installed in the
upper half, surrounded by painted medium density overlay plywood. An opening near the front of one side
elevation of each building, which allowed entry into the space behind the channel glass/in the open area
was replaced with a door and sidelight, the lower portion of the latter occupied by a panel.
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The 1977 plans additionally called for playground equipment to be installed and a storage building to be
constructed on the back of one of the picnic shelters at each rest area. ADA improvements were carried
out circa 1996.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Adrian Eastbound Rest Area was surveyed in October of 2016. It is located on the south side of I-90,
approximately two miles west of the city of Adrian (Figure 3). The area surrounding the rest areas does not
offer any dramatic scenery, as it is gently undulating in its topography, without bodies of water or other
scenic features, and rural/agricultural in character.
The site is accessed from the west, where an off-ramp leads into an access drive. The drive extends
approximately 0.15 mile before reaching a fork, one branch of which extends east to the extended angleparking area for trucks and buses (Figure 4). The other branch runs southeast and then curves east before
reaching the automobile parking area, which runs along both sides of the drive, with parallel parking on the
south and angle parking on the north (Figure 5).

Beyond this parking area, the drive runs east for

approximately 300 feet before curving northeast to merge with the drive extending east from the truck
parking area. From that point, a single drive/on-ramp provides approximately 0.15 mile for vehicles to
accelerate as they re-enter the interstate. The “cobra”-style street lighting shown in early photographs
remains in use for the vehicular areas of the site.

FIGURE 3. ADRIAN EASTBOUND AND ADRIAN WESTBOUND REST AREAS, AERIAL VIEW, 2018
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FIGURE 4. ADRIAN EASTBOUND REST AREA, TRUCK PARKING, 2016, LOOKING EAST-SOUTHEAST

FIGURE 5. ADRIAN EASTBOUND REST AREA, AUTOMOBILE PARKING, 2016, LOOKING EAST
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The irregularly shaped, grassy island formed between the access drives and parking areas is lined by
concrete curbing, and it contains all of the site’s buildings, structures, and objects. These are in the central
portion of the island, proximate to the parking areas, and several deciduous trees are present. To the west
of the terrace and toilet building, the trees form two rows, interspersed with two rows of regularly spaced,
precast-concrete picnic tables set in rectangular poured-concrete slabs, as called for in the original plan
(Figure 6). The west end of the island, for which the plans depict staggered and clustered trees, is occupied
by native prairie grasses and flowers, with a small cluster of trees in the far west portion. The east end holds
a single, small tree, though the original plan called for eight trees in this area.
Sidewalks are located within the island as depicted in the 1969 plan. One is located along the south half of
the west edge of the truck parking area, and a second extends due west from the north end of that sidewalk
to the terrace adjacent to the toilet building. Another sidewalk runs along the north and east edges of the
automobile parking area, and then turns east at the southeast corner of the automobile parking area to run
along the access drive for a distance of approximately 300 feet. The sidewalk along the automobile parking
area continues to be illuminated by the original glass globe lights. Also present are sidewalks put into place
in 1978 and 1996, one extending south from the north end of the sidewalk along the truck parking area to
a picnic shelter, and one extending east from the northeast corner of the automobile parking area to the
playground equipment. The playground equipment is within a circular-plan, concrete-curb-lined area
surfaced in sand. Narrow concrete sidewalks extend west from the northwest corner of the automobile
parking area to the west picnic shelter location and north from the sidewalk along the access drive east of
the automobile parking area to the east picnic shelter location.

FIGURE 6. ADRIAN EASTBOUND REST AREA, PICNIC GROUNDS WEST OF TOILET BUILDING, 2016, LOOKING WEST
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A final sidewalk is located outside of the island, and is also included in the original plan. This narrow
sidewalk runs along the south edge of the automobile parallel parking. The area to the south of this
sidewalk has been designated as a pet exercise area, and lining the south side of the sidewalk is a single
row of regularly spaced deciduous trees, as intended for the seedless ash in the plans. Coniferous trees are
present in a generally linear arrangement toward the exterior of this area. These do not appear on either
the 1969, 1977, or 1995 plans.
On the north side of the sidewalk at the automobile angle-parking area is a circa-2013, at-grade, concretesurfaced platform with a concrete retaining curb following its perimeter on all but the south edge. On the
platform is a light post, a modern interpretive marker, and a refuse can (Figure 7). To the east of the platform
is the concrete terrace, which is at grade adjacent to the south elevation of the toilet building and wrapping
around to the east side (Figure 8). Within the terrace, centered in front of the building is a concrete-curblined planter with concrete benches flanking it on the east and west. An added sidewalk leads north from
the northeast corner of the terrace to a post-1995 storage building. The storage building is clad in wood,
painted brown; has a shed roof with standing-seam metal fascia; and has centered, overhead doors.
The toilet building has been further altered since 1978 (Figure 9). The fasciae have been clad with standing
seam metal. Originally, the exterior two-thirds of the building extended an additional approximately one
foot in height taller than the central third at the back end to allow for interior clerestories in the restrooms.
The plans indicate that these were to be occupied by plastic panels, presumably translucent, rather than
glass. The height differential has been eliminated, and the standing seam metal forms a prominent,
continuous face across the upper portion of the highway-facing side of the building.
The west picnic shelter is no longer intact (Figure 10). What remains is the concrete slab and footing, along
with two precast-concrete picnic tables, i.e., the walls and roof are absent. The east picnic shelter is intact
(Figure 11). The stained-wood elements, however, have been painted brown.
The rest area includes a historical marker dating to the 1990s, consisting of a metal sign on a metal post.
The marker is titled “Military Highways” and is located east of the terrace and west of the playground.
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FIGURE 7. ADRIAN EASTBOUND REST AREA, PLATFORM WITH INTERPRETIVE MARKER, 2016, LOOKING NORTH

FIGURE 8. ADRIAN EASTBOUND REST AREA, TERRACE IN FRONT OF TOILET BUILDING, AND STORAGE BUILDING, 2016,
LOOKING NORTH
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FIGURE 9. ADRIAN EASTBOUND REST AREA, TOILET BUILDING, 2016, LOOKING NORTHEAST

FIGURE 10. ADRIAN EASTBOUND REST AREA, FORMER WEST PICNIC SHELTER, 2016, LOOKING WEST-NORTHWEST
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FIGURE 11. ADRIAN EASTBOUND REST AREA, EAST PICNIC SHELTER, 2016, LOOKING NORTHWEST

(YDOXDWLRQ
No evidence could be found to indicate that this Class I rest area is significant under Criterion A.
The toilet building and picnic shelters were designed by an architect, Warren W. Kane, but they do not
represent the important work of a master. The site design is not particularly complex, with the vehicle
circulation pattern consisting essentially of a road branching to two parking areas and then re-merging, and
no pedestrian paths other than sidewalks intended to access amenities. The site does not offer any
particularly noteworthy scenic qualities to which to direct users, nor does it contain any objects that could
reflect aesthetic ideals. While Kane’s designs were in the Rustic Modern style, the design and materials of
the toilet building have been altered substantially, and it would not have the integrity to convey any
significance it may have held as a representative of this style. The property does not incorporate the
innovative use or new application of building engineering or structural systems, or of construction materials.
It therefore does not meet the criteria for significance under Criterion C.

5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ
Due to a lack of significance, the Adrian Eastbound Rest Area is not eligible for listing in the National
Register.
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I-90, 1.8 mi W of Adrian
R.P. 24.865; Lat/Long: 43.63809 -95.96756
Nobles County

+LVWRU\
The Adrian Eastbound and Adrian Westbound Rest Areas are among the few following the original intent
for Minnesota’s interstate rest areas to occur in pairs, each pair consisting of two proximate rest areas
occupying opposite sides of the highway. The plans for both rest areas, which were essentially reversed
properties situated approximately one half-mile apart, were finalized and signed by MHD staff in May and
June of 1969 (Figure 12). William G. Mueller signed the plans cover sheet as engineer. The field for the
head of the design squad on the plans cover sheet is blank. Designs for the toilet building and picnic
shelters were commissioned from Warren W. Kane of Austin, whose plans date to May of 1969. In addition
to the Adrian sites, Kane was commissioned by the MHD to design the structures for the Albert Lea
Information Center on I-35 and seven other rest areas along Interstate 90: Beaver Creek Travel Information
Center, Clear Lake, Des Moines River, Enterprise, High Forest, Marion, and Dresbach Travel Information
Center. All of these rest areas were developed between 1969 and 1977.
The concept for the toilet buildings at the Adrian sites was replicated at High Forest, and nearly so at Marion
(see Figure 2). It is a variation of those he created for other rest areas, involving similar material types and
roofs. It is in the Rustic Modern style, one story in height, and square in plan. The walls of the building are
constructed of concrete block faced with rubble stone. The façade of the main massing includes three
doors, one in the center for access to the utility room and one at each end for access to the men’s and
women’s restrooms. The shed roof slopes down toward and extends beyond the façade of the main
massing, its large rafters set into four regularly spaced, stone-faced, angular piers, between which floor-toceiling channel glass could be placed during colder periods of the year, but which was an open-air area
when warmer. On one side elevation, the wall continues from the main massing and incorporates the pier,
and on the opposite side, the space between the main massing and the pier is left open to allow entry into
the space behind the channel glass when the glass is present. Neither side elevation is fenestrated, nor is
the rear elevation. The roof fascia is limited to these elevations, and is stained, textured plywood.
The concept for the picnic shelters was replicated at all of the rest areas designed by Kane except the
Dresbach Travel Information Center, and it complements the design of the toilet building. The base of each
picnic shelter is a hexagonal, poured-concrete slab. The hexagon is symmetrical on one axis, but not on
the other, and as a result, the back of the slab is wider than the front. Extending around the back half of
the slab and beyond its ends is a poured-concrete footing, into which are set steel posts and tie rods that
form the support system for a wood screen, with planks oriented vertically and stained to match the original
fascia of the toilet building. The screen follows the same plan as the footing, except that the ends do not
extend quite as far and are angled up, creating a winged effect. Extending forward to two steel posts at the
ends of the narrower, front edge of the slab from the wide, rear edge of the screen is a low, shed roof with
stained-wood fascia and metal coping.
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FIGURE 12. ADRIAN WESTBOUND, SITE PLAN, 1969
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Construction of the Adrian rest areas was completed in the summer of 1970, and they opened to the public
on August 4 of that year (Luverne Star-Herald 1970). Two weeks later, the Luverne Star-Herald wrote an
article on the rest areas, and noted:
[At each rest area] are nine picnic tables, built of concrete, in the open area. Four tables
are under redwood shelters, open on one side, providing shade from the sun and
protection from the winds, particularly when they blow cold out of the northwest. The
entire area is lighted by large, white global lamps on poles. Landscaping includes trees
that are 15-20 feet tall and 3-5 inches in diameter.
The newspaper reported that the rest areas were well-received and heavily used, identifying only its
contributing editor, Al McIntosh, as a detractor. Apparently not a fan of modern architecture, he had
deemed Kane’s toilet buildings “flak bunkers” which “face the wrong way,” oriented as they were, away from
the highway. Further, he had stated, “Whoever drew up those plans and sold them to the highway
department should have to stay after school.” The Star-Herald (1970), however, noted, “Today’s generation
doesn’t agree, McIntosh reports this week, as he reprints two letters he received from the other side of the
generation gap.”
As with nearly all interstate rest areas, the original design provides for off- and on-ramps from and to the
highway and associated driveways with sufficient length to allow for safe deceleration and acceleration. It
accommodates the requirement for separate parking for truck and automobile traffic. Pedestrian circulation
is limited to sidewalks in the vicinity of the parking areas. The design additionally includes a concrete terrace
primarily on the entry side of the toilet building but extending partially up one side to the depth of the area
behind the channel glass.
Both sites previously had been in agricultural fields, and the landscaping design points to only minor
topographic modifications, presumably necessary for drainage and safety reasons. The identical planting
plans each call for 377 alpine currant shrubs, 40 Marshalls seedless ash, 30 cockspur hawthorn, 14 sugar
maples, and 1 Japanese lilac. The only quantities altered for the final designs, as noted on the plans, are
those for the cockspur hawthorn, reduced to 15 at the Adrian Eastbound Rest Area and 16 at Adrian
Westbound. Tree placement is largely linear.
The MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure indicates picnic tables, toilets, water, telephones, information, and
facilities for the physically disabled as amenities at both locations in that year.
In 1978, alterations were made to the toilet buildings. Warren Kane had passed away in 1975, and the plans
for the alterations, dated November of 1977, were by his son, David Kane, of the architectural firm Kane and
Cox Associates, Inc. The alterations permanently removed the floor-to-ceiling channel glass option. In its
stead, a permanent wall was constructed with the stone piers engaged and creating three bays. In each
bay, the lower half of the wall was clad in textured plywood, and a large, sliding window was installed in the
upper half, surrounded by painted medium density overlay plywood. An opening near the front of one side
elevation of each building, which allowed entry into the space behind the channel glass/in the open area
was replaced with a door and sidelight, the lower portion of the latter occupied by a panel.
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The 1977 plans additionally called for playground equipment to be installed and a storage building to be
constructed on the back of one of the picnic shelters at each rest area. ADA improvements were carried
out circa 1996.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Adrian Westbound Rest Area was surveyed in October of 2016. It is located on the north side of I-90,
approximately one-and-a-half miles west of the city of Adrian (see Figure 3). The area surrounding the rest
area does not offer any dramatic scenery, as it is gently undulating in its topography, without bodies of
water or other scenic features, and rural/agricultural in character.
The site is accessed from the east, where an off-ramp leads into an access drive. The drive extends
approximately 0.15 mile before reaching a fork, one branch of which extends west to the extended angleparking area for trucks and buses (Figure 13). The other branch runs northwest and then curves west before
reaching the automobile parking area, which runs along both sides of the drive, with parallel parking on the
north and angle parking on the south (Figure 14). Beyond this parking area, the drive runs west for
approximately 300 feet before curving southwest to merge with the drive extending west from the truck
parking area. From that point, a single drive/on-ramp provides approximately 0.15 mile for vehicles to
accelerate as they re-enter the interstate. The “cobra”-style street lighting shown in early photographs
remains in use for the vehicular areas of the site.
The irregularly shaped, grassy island formed between the access drives and parking areas is lined by
concrete curbing, and it contains all of the site’s buildings, structures, and objects. These are in the central
portion of the island, proximate to the parking areas, and several deciduous trees are present. To the east

FIGURE 13. ADRIAN WESTBOUND REST AREA, TRUCK PARKING, 2016, LOOKING WEST-NORTHWEST
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FIGURE 14. ADRIAN WESTBOUND REST AREA, AUTOMOBILE PARKING, 2016, LOOKING WEST-SOUTHWEST

of the terrace and toilet building, the trees form two rows, interspersed with two rows of regularly spaced,
precast-concrete picnic tables set in rectangular poured-concrete slabs, as called for in the original plan
(Figure 15). In the east end of the island, for which the plans depict staggered and clustered trees, the trees
approximate the planting plan. The west end holds five trees, arranged in a row, though the original plan
called for a staggered arrangement.
Sidewalks are located within the island as depicted in the 1969 plan. One is located along the north half of
the east edge of the truck parking area, and a second extends due east from the south end of that sidewalk
to the terrace adjacent to the toilet building. Another sidewalk runs along the south and west edges of the
automobile parking area, and then turns west at the northwest corner of the automobile parking area to
run along the access drive for a distance of approximately 300 feet. The sidewalk along the automobile
parking area continues to be illuminated by the original glass globe lights. Also present are sidewalks put
into place in 1978 and 1996, one extending north from the sidewalk between the truck parking area and
the terrace to a picnic shelter, and one extending west from the southwest corner of the automobile parking
area to the playground equipment. The playground equipment is within a circular-plan, concrete-curblined area surfaced in sand. Concrete sidewalks extend east from the southeast corner of the automobile
parking area to the east picnic shelter location and south from the sidewalk along the access drive west of
the automobile parking area to the west picnic shelter location.
A final sidewalk is located outside of the island, and is also included in the original plan. This narrow
sidewalk runs along the north edge of the automobile parallel parking. The area to the north of this sidewalk
has been designated as a pet exercise area, and lining the north side of the sidewalk is a single row of
regularly spaced deciduous trees, as intended for the seedless ash in the plans. Coniferous trees are present
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FIGURE 15. ADRIAN WESTBOUND REST AREA, PICNIC GROUNDS EAST OF TOILET BUILDING, 2016, LOOKING EAST

generally toward the exterior of this area, though they are less linearly arranged at Adrian Westbound than
Adrian Eastbound. These do not appear on either the 1969, 1977, or 1995 plans.
The concrete terrace is at grade adjacent to the north elevation of the toilet building and wrapping around
to the east side (Figure 16). Within the terrace, centered in front of the building is a concrete-curb-lined
planter with concrete benches flanking it on the east and west. On the west side of the toilet building is a
post-1995 storage building. It is clad in wood, painted brown; has a shed roof with standing-seam metal
fascia; and has centered, overhead doors.
The toilet building has been further altered since 1978 (Figure 17). The fasciae have been clad with standing
seam metal. Originally, the exterior two-thirds of the building extended an additional approximately one
foot in height taller than the central third at the back end to allow for interior clerestories in the restrooms.
The plans indicate that these were to be occupied by plastic panels, presumably translucent, rather than
glass. The height differential has been eliminated, and the standing seam metal forms a prominent,
continuous face across the upper portion of the highway-facing side of the building.
The east picnic shelter is intact (Figure 18). The stained-wood elements, however, have been painted brown.
The west picnic shelter, which once had a storage building adjacent to its rear elevation, is no longer intact.
What remains are the concrete slab and footing, along with two precast-concrete picnic tables, i.e., the walls
and roof are absent (Figure 19).
The rest area includes a historical marker dating to the 1990s, consisting of a metal sign on a metal post.
The marker is titled “A Sea of Grass” and is located just outside the east edge of the terrace.

Cumulative Study
Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties

Page 19

FIGURE 16. ADRIAN WESTBOUND REST AREA, TERRACE IN FRONT OF TOILET BUILDING, 2016, LOOKING SOUTH

FIGURE 17. ADRIAN WESTBOUND REST AREA, TOILET BUILDING, 2016, LOOKING SOUTHEAST

Cumulative Study
Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties

Page 20

FIGURE 18. ADRIAN WESTBOUND REST AREA, FORMER PICNIC SHELTER, 2016, LOOKING NORTHWEST

FIGURE 19. ADRIAN WESTBOUND REST AREA, PICNIC SHELTER, 2016, LOOKING NORTH-NORTHEAST

(YDOXDWLRQ
No evidence could be found to indicate that this Class I rest area is significant under Criterion A.
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The toilet building and picnic shelters were designed by an architect, Warren W. Kane, but they do not
represent the important work of a master. The site design is not particularly complex, with the vehicle
circulation pattern consisting essentially of a road branching to two parking areas and then re-merging, and
no pedestrian paths other than sidewalks intended to access amenities. The site does not offer any
particularly noteworthy scenic qualities to which to direct users, nor does it contain any objects that could
reflect aesthetic ideals. While Kane’s designs were in the Rustic Modern style, the design and materials of
the toilet building have been altered substantially, and it would not have the integrity to convey any
significance it may have held as a representative of this style. The property does not incorporate the
innovative use or new application of building engineering or structural systems, or of construction materials.
It therefore does not meet the criteria for significance under Criterion C.

5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ
Due to a lack of significance, the Adrian Westbound Rest Area is not eligible for listing in the National
Register.

$/%(57/($75$9(/,1)250$7,21&(17(5 )()$1 
I-35, 8 mi S of Albert Lea
R.P. 1.115; Lat/Long: 43.516005, -93.353251
Freeborn County
The Albert Lea Travel Information Center, a Class I facility constructed circa 1973, was substantially
rehabilitated in 2000, including the replacement of the toilet building. It therefore was not subject to survey,
and it is not eligible for listing in the National Register, due to a loss of integrity.

$/%(57/($:$<6,'( )($($ 
MN 13, 1.5 mi N of Jct of TH 16
R.P. 1.7; Lat/Long: 43.66889 -93.39952
Freeborn County

+LVWRU\
Photographs of the Albert Lea Wayside are undated but included with the 1964/1965 photographic index
at the Site Development Unit, indicating that it was established by this time. MnDOT retains no information
more specific as to its date of construction. The photographs show a driveway extending east from the old
route of TH 13, then curving and heading south through a generally open, grassy area, paralleling the
highway and terminating in a loop near the west shore of Fountain Lake. Wood bollards line at least the
west edge of the drive and north edge of the loop. Between the east side of the loop and the lake is a
grassy area with widely spaced trees, in which at least two picnic tables were located. Picnic tables were the
only amenity for this wayside indicated on the MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure.
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'HVFULSWLRQ
The Albert Lea Wayside was surveyed in October of 2016. TH 13 has been moved since the wayside was
constructed, so the wayside is located off its former route, now CR 101, approximately 300 feet north of the
south junction of the two roads. Historically a Class IV wayside, it has been turned over to the DNR for
operation as a public water access, and substantial improvements were made circa 2007 (Figure 20). The
bituminous driveway extends east off this road as it did historically, and curves around to the south, but it
then forks, with the east fork leading down to a lakeshore, bituminous parking area and a concrete boat
launch, and the west fork leading up to an elevated, bituminous parking area. The lakeshore parking area
is irregular in plan. It includes five large, angled parking spaces on the west edge, and the bituminous cuts
in to either side of the grouping. From the south cut-in, a curving sidewalk runs up and west to the elevated
parking area. This parking area has large, angled parking spaces on both the east and west. The driveway
to this parking area continues between the sets of parking spaces and extends slightly south of them, then
forms a loop, the interior of which is a raised, curb-lined, grassy island. Outside of the bituminous areas,
mowed grass covers the wayside. In the grassy areas to either side of the sidewalk that connects the upper
and lower parking are newly planted maple trees. In the grassy area east of the lower parking area and
north of the boat launch, right on the lakeshore, is a picnic table with a metal frame and wood surfaces. In
the grassy area east of the lower parking area and south of the boat launch is a portable toilet.

FIGURE 20. ALBERT LEA WAYSIDE, OVERVIEW, 2016, LOOKING SOUTH-SOUTHEAST

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.
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$115,9(5:$<6,'( .$$57 
MN 65, 1.0 mi S of Mora
R.P. 62.711, Lat/Long: 45.84504 -93.29530
Kanabec County

+LVWRU\
An aerial photograph dating to 1965 shows that the Ann River Wayside was constructed prior to that year.
MnDOT retains no information more specific as to its construction date. The MHD’s 1975 rest areas
brochure indicates tables and a boat launch as the traveler amenities at that time.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Ann River Wayside was surveyed in September of 2016. It is located on the east side of TH 65,
approximately one miles south of the Mora city limits. Historically a Class IV wayside, it is now maintained
by the DNR as the Ann River-Fish Lake Public Water Access (Figure 21). The surface is flat, the result of
grading to create the wayside. A gravel driveway extends east off of TH 65 before splitting off into two
trajectories. The first curves up to the northeast where a large, gravel area in a roughly elongated oval
shape is present. From the southeastern part of the oval, a gravel driveway extends east-southeast to a
concrete boat launch. In the southwestern part of the oval is a small, grassy island, within which is a sign
identifying it as the public water access. Beyond it to the northeast are push piles of dirt and gravel. The
second trajectory curves down to the southwest, where a rectangular, gravel parking area is present, divided
from the driveway by a grassy island holding a single deciduous tree. Lining the southeast edge of this

FIGURE 21. ANN RIVER WAYSIDE, OVERVIEW, 2016, LOOKING EAST-NORTHEAST

Cumulative Study
Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties

Page 24

parking area is a deteriorating curb, beyond which, in the grass, is a line of angular concrete bollards, and
then a line of trees along the riverbank. Despite the presence of the trees, the Ann River is still generally
visible. Additional bollards line the northeast edge. The southwest edge of the parking area is adjacent to
the shoulder of the highway, and separated from it only by a low, metal guardrail. The picnic tables have
been removed.

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.

$92&$+,6725,&$/0$5.(5:$<6,'(  08$9& 
US 59, 400 feet SE of CSAH 6
R.P. 34.5; Lat/Long: 43.94767 -95.64193
Murray County

+LVWRU\
Plans for a wayside rest featuring a historical marker pertaining to the origins of the town of Avoca were
developed by the MHD in 1940 and approved in early 1941 (Figures 22 and 23). It was to be located in the
east quadrant of the intersection of TH 59 with 3rd Street in Avoca. The plans depict a gravel drive through
the site, connected at each end to TH 59 and separated from the highway by a semi-circular, curb-lined,
sod-surfaced island holding groupings of nine juniper shrubs in each end and four widely spaced American
elms. The shoulder is widened on the opposite (southwest) side of the highway. Centered on the east side
of and adjacent to the drive is a nearly 18-foot-wide, rectangular, terrace, extending from either side of
which is a footpath. The terrace leads to a slightly more elevated terrace of the same width and extending
10 feet to the front of a stone, shrine-type historical marker. The plans note that either concrete or stone
could be used for the terraces and curbing, “depending upon [the] type of labor available to the WPA.” The
elevated terrace frames a centered 7-foot, 9-inch by approximately 5-foot bituminous panel. At each of the
north and south ends of the terrace is a stone bench with concrete seat, set perpendicular to the marker.
The marker is designed to appear more as a plaque enclosure atop a stepped platform, rather than a shaft
with wing walls.
The planting plan suggests a desire to screen the site from the Chicago St. Paul Minneapolis and Pacific
Railroad line, the right of way for which began approximately 50 feet behind the marker (see Figure 22). It
depicts the area behind and to the sides of the marker and terrace arrangement planted in 20 Colorado
spruce. Extending north and south from these are numerous, staggered American elms, and beyond these
to nearly the ends of the site, green ash. To the north and south of the drive, near where it meets TH 59,
are mirroring arrangements of 11 juniper shrubs, while four other groupings of the same were going to be

1 1

It is noted that the word “wayside” has been added to the names of previously recorded roadside properties featuring historical
markers, to more accurately represent the property type being evaluated, and to provide allowance for naming any historical markers
which might be evaluated as individual objects. This adjustment was not needed for waysides featuring overlooks, since individual
structures, e.g., overlook walls, can be named without confusion.
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FIGURE 22. AVOCA HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, TENTATIVE STUDY (A), DECEMBER 1940
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FIGURE 23. AVOCA HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, TENTATIVE STUDY (B), DECEMBER 1940
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Harold Olson photo album, on file at the MnDOT Site Development Unit (Olson photo album)

FIGURE 24. AVOCA HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, OVERVIEW, CIRCA 1941

planted at the four corners of the intersection of TH 59 and 3rd Street as part of the project. A row of
American elms lines both sides of TH 59, from the southeast end of the rest area to the northwest end of
the island (and opposite point equivalent). Southwest of the southwest row in the space opposite the
marker are more American elms, while southwest of the same nearer the southeast end of the site are more
Colorado spruce. Additional single rows of American elms are indicated on both sides of TH 59, northwest
of the juniper shrub arrangements on the northwest side of 3rd Street.
The wayside was constructed by the WPA according to plan in 1941 (Figure 24). In 1955, TH 59 past the
site was realigned, and the drive through the wayside was reconstructed with a less gentle curve and more
width between connection points, creating a more triangular than semi-circular effect. New curbing was
also installed at this time (Gemini Research 2003:1).
The MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure indicates the historical marker as the only amenity provided in that
year.
By 1996, when the wayside was surveyed, the gravel drive had been paved over with asphalt. The marker
needed mortar repairs, and the benches were chipped. The bituminous panel in the upper terrace had been
replaced with crushed rock, and a picnic table had been placed in the lower terrace. The majority of the
plantings had been lost, and two, circa-1980s flower beds edged with treated lumber had been installed to
flank the terraces (MnDOT Historic Roadside Development Structures Inventory form, MU-AVC-010). The
2002 treatment report for the property noted the same conditions.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Avoca Historical Marker Wayside was surveyed in August of 2019, and it does not appear to have
undergone any changes or improvements since 2002. It is in the east quadrant of the intersection of TH 59
with 3rd Street in Avoca. Vehicular access to the site is as previously described, with a curved, asphalt-paved
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drive connected at both ends to TH 59 and separated from it by a curved-triangular island (Figures 25 and
26). The drive and island are lined by concrete curbing. Paving episodes on TH 59 have resulted in the
curbing on the southwest edge of the island being flush with the highway, and it is overgrown with grass,
significantly reducing its visibility. The island is grass-surfaced, and near its northwest and southeast edges
are four coniferous trees set in symmetrical fashion, two to each side of the marker.
The terraces leading to the marker are gridded, poured concrete, and the benches on the upper terrace are
concrete (Figure 27). The seats of both benches are chipped, the northwestern one more so than its
opposite (Figure 28).

Wing walls do not extend from the split-faced-granite marker, which instead

incorporates a stepped, base. The base alternates in its construction, with a single course of ashlar forming
the bottom, widest step; a thicker step of random-rubble construction above it; a thinner single course of
ashlar forming the next step; and then another relatively thick step of random-rubble construction
underlining the bronze plaque and the stone to either side of it. The stone to each side of and above the
plaque is somewhat-coursed ashlar at the front of the marker, while on the rear it is more randomly laid
and rounded (Figure 29). A round, concrete, combination picnic table is still situated in front of the marker
on the lower terrace, and the 1980s flower beds are still to either side of the terraces, but they are not
maintained (Figure 30). Currently present plantings near the marker include a row of four, symmetrically
placed spruce trees backgrounding the marker, the interior ones lining up between the marker base and
the respective bench, and the other two behind the flower beds (Figure 31). Several additional spruce trees
form somewhat of an arc surrounding the first four, and a couple of deciduous trees are behind those. One
additional deciduous tree is a few feet southeast of the marker along the drive. Various clusters of
deciduous trees, some of which appear to have volunteered their presence, are present northwest and
southeast of the marker complex, set back near the northeast edge of the wayside.

FIGURE 25. AVOCA HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, AERIAL VIEW, 2015
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FIGURE 26. AVOCA HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, OVERVIEW FROM TH 59, 2019, LOOKING SOUTHEAST

FIGURE 27. AVOCA HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, MARKER COMPLEX, 2019, LOOKING NORTHEAST
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FIGURE 28. AVOCA HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, NORTHWEST BENCH, 2019, LOOKING NORTHWEST

FIGURE 29. AVOCA HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, REAR OF MARKER, 2019, LOOKING SOUTHWEST
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FIGURE 30. AVOCA HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, SOUTHEAST PLANTER, 2019, LOOKING NORTHEAST

FIGURE 31. AVOCA HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, VIEW FROM ISLAND, 2019, LOOKING NORTHEAST
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(YDOXDWLRQ
The Avoca Historical Marker Wayside was recommended in 1998 as eligible for listing in the National
Register as a property significant to the history of roadside development for its construction during the
Depression, an intact example of a highway pull-off style roadside parking area, an excellent example of the
National Park Service Rustic style, and an important example of the work of Arthur Nichols, to whom its
design was attributed (MnDOT Historic Roadside Development Structures Inventory form, MU-AVC-010).
It has been re-evaluated under the revised evaluation criteria for roadside properties along Minnesota’s
trunk highways.
The Avoca Historical Marker Wayside is not associated with the earliest roadside property development
with involvement by the MHD, is not a particularly important accomplishment of the MHD, and does not
reflect accommodation of an important shift in the pattern of highway travel. It was a relatively small effort
late in the federal relief era, and it does not stand out in the fight against the effects of the Depression or
in the undertakings of the WPA, nor is it associated with a noteworthy component of a federal relief
program. It was not the result of an organized, community-wide effort or campaign to obtain a roadside
property, nor did it make a significant contribution to a local community. It was limited in its recreational
amenities to a historical marker, and it did not set important standards for historical markers along the trunk
highway system. The wayside therefore is not significant under Criterion A.
No evidence has been found to confirm that the wayside was designed by Arthur Nichols or to associate
the wayside with another recognized designer. The wayside does not present a skillful adaptation to the
natural setting; it was established on a topographically level landform, the drive follows the fairly standard
device of curving around an island and connecting to the highway at each end, the marker is not integrated
in any noteworthy fashion, and the trees were simply introduced for shade in an otherwise open area. As
such, the wayside is not an outstanding expression of the Rustic style, or any other aesthetic currents in
landscape architecture or architecture in 1941. The landscaping, meant primarily to draw attention to the
marker, does not frame a specific scenic view or highlight a specific natural feature. The marker is a relatively
small composition that lacks wing walls or other additional structural elements and is oriented on a short,
linear plane. As such, the historical marker does not stand out as one of the MHD’s shrine-type historical
markers in its exhibition of complex design skill or craftsmanship. No components of the wayside design
or construction demonstrate engineering or material innovation. The wayside therefore is not significant
under Criterion C.

5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ
Due to a lack of significance, the Avoca Historical Marker Wayside is not eligible for listing in the National
Register.
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%$%&2&.0(025,$/3$5. 6+(5& 
US 10, just N of MN 101 bridge over the Mississippi River
R.P. 214.1; Lat/Long: 45.29289 -93.55859
Sherburne County
Babcock Memorial Park, constructed in 1938 and improved in 1972, was found not eligible for listing in the
National Register in 1998, due to a loss of integrity. The reader is directed to the inventory form prepared
by Gemini in that year.

%$'0(',&,1(/$.(5(67$5($ %.5/. 
MN 113, 24.0 mi E of Waubun
R.P. 43.442; Lat/Long: 47.14679 -95.37453
Becker County
The Bad Medicine Lake Rest Area, constructed in 1971, was found not eligible for listing in the National
Register in 2016, due to a lack of significance. The reader is directed to Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside
Properties: 1950-1975, Historic Context and Evaluation Study.

%($9(5&5((.75$9(/,1)250$7,21&(17(5
I-90, MN/SD – 0.5 mi W
R.P. N/A; Lat/Long: 43.60733 -96.46213
Minnehaha County, SD

+LVWRU\
Plans for the Beaver Creek Travel Information Center were finalized and signed by MHD staff in March of
1971 (Figure 32). William G. Mueller signed the plans cover sheet as engineer, and the cover sheet lists D.
Adams as the head of the design squad for the site planning. Designs for the toilet building and picnic
shelters were commissioned from Warren W. Kane of Austin, whose plans date to December of 1970. In
addition to the Beaver Creek site, Kane was commissioned by the MHD to design the structures for the
Albert Lea Information Center on I-35 and eight other rest areas along Interstate 90: Adrian Eastbound,
Adrian Westbound, Clear Lake, Des Moines River, Enterprise, High Forest, Marion, and Dresbach Travel
Information Center. All of these rest areas were developed between 1969 and 1977.
Kane’s concept for the information center and toilet building at the Beaver Creek Travel Information Center
is a variation of those he created for other rest areas, involving similar material types and roofs. It is in the
Rustic Modern style, one story in height, and approximating an L in plan. The walls of the building are
constructed of concrete block faced with rubble stone. The west approximately one-third of the façade
(north elevation) is slightly recessed and contains double glass doors and sidelights beyond those to the
west. The southern approximately one-third of the east elevation is more deeply recessed, while the
northern two-thirds incorporates a window wall and single glass door. The east approximately one-third of
the south elevation is also recessed (i.e., the interior of the L is located at the southeast corner of the
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FIGURE 32. BEAVER CREEK TRAVEL INFORMATION CENTER, 1971 SITE PLAN
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building), and the recessed portion is occupied by a window wall. Near the center of the non-recessed
portion is a single-panel service door. The west elevation contains no doors or windows. The shed roof
slopes down toward the façade and is clad in textured plywood.
The concept for the picnic shelters was replicated at all of the rest areas designed by Kane except the
Dresbach Travel Information Center, and it complements the design of the information center and toilet
building at this property. The base of each picnic shelter is a hexagonal, poured-concrete slab. The hexagon
is symmetrical on one axis, but not on the other, and as a result, the back of the slab is wider than the front.
Extending around the back half of the slab and beyond its ends is a poured-concrete footing, into which
are set steel posts and tie rods that form the support system for a wood screen, with planks oriented
vertically. The screen follows the same plan as the footing, except that the ends do not extend quite as far
and are angled up, creating a winged effect. Extending forward to two steel posts at the ends of the
narrower, front edge of the slab from the wide, rear edge of the screen is a low, shed roof with wood fascia
and metal coping.

Each picnic shelter incorporates two picnic table sets, also designed by Kane. The

precast-concrete picnic tabletops are supported by a central, trapezoidal, precast-concrete pedestal. The
bench legs are two smaller versions of the pedestal, while the seats are wood.
Construction of the Beaver Creek Travel Information Center began in 1971, and it opened to the public on
September 1, 1972 (MHD 1971:5, 1972a:4). The December 1972 issue of Minnesota Highways noted, “The
facility consists of a central building housing rest rooms and the information center with four picnic shelters
and 18 sets of ‘open’ picnic tables and benches in the complex. The paved parking sections simultaneously
accommodate 33 passenger cars and 16 trucks or car-trailer combinations.” The information center was
sited in an agricultural field, one of many that occupied the greater area surrounding it. Beaver Creek, a
mile to the south, would not have been visible.
As with nearly all interstate rest areas, the original design provides for off- and on-ramps from and to the
highway and associated driveways with sufficient length to allow for safe deceleration and acceleration. It
accommodates the requirement for separate parking for truck and automobile traffic. Pedestrian circulation
includes sidewalks in the vicinity of the parking areas, and beyond these, a system of paths. The paths
provide access to four picnic shelters and numerous open picnic tables. The design additionally includes a
concrete terrace on the back (south) side of the toilet building.
The landscaping design includes modifications on the north side of the truck access drive and truck parking
area and between the truck and automobile parking areas, but appears to largely incorporate the natural,
gently undulating topography around the pedestrian paths. The planting plan calls for approximately 300
trees to be planted over the site, previously occupied by agricultural fields, as well as hundreds of flowering
plants and shrubs, the latter category primarily in the vicinity of the toilet building.
In 1974, the Beaver Creek Travel Information Center design won the FHWA’s second-place award in the
category of outstanding safety rest area or information center. The MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure
indicates picnic tables, toilets, water, telephones, information, and facilities for the physically disabled as
amenities present in that year.
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In 1991, the Beaver Creek Information Center was renovated, primarily with regard to the toilet/information
center building and the pedestrian walkways in its vicinity.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Beaver Creek Travel Information Center was surveyed in October of 2016. It is located on the south
side of and serves eastbound I-90 (Figure 33).

It is in South Dakota, one half-mile west of the

Minnesota/South Dakota border. The area surrounding the rest area does not offer any dramatic scenery,
as it is gently undulating in its topography, without bodies of water or other scenic features, and
rural/agricultural in character, with the exception of the Valley Springs Travel Information Center, on the
opposite side of I-90 and operated by the South Dakota DOT.
The site is accessed from the west, where an off-ramp leads into an access drive. The access drive extends
approximately 0.2 mile before reaching a fork, one branch of which extends generally east to the extended
angle-parking area for trucks, also used by campers/trailers, and the other branch of which extends
southeast to a perpendicular-parking area for automobiles, which runs along the south side of the drive
(Figures 34 and 35). Beyond the automobile parking area, the drive runs east-northeast for roughly 300
feet, then merges with the drive extending east from the truck parking area. From that point, a single
drive/on-ramp provides approximately one quarter-mile for vehicles to accelerate as they re-enter the
interstate. The “cobra”-style street lighting shown in early photographs remains in use for the vehicular
areas of the site.
The irregularly shaped grassy island formed between the parking areas and access drives is lined by concrete
curbing and incorporates slight rises planted with four trees and no shrubs or other plants, well below what
is depicted in the original plan, which shows the island to be full of plantings.

FIGURE 33. BEAVER CREEK TRAVEL INFORMATION CENTER, AERIAL VIEW, 2018
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FIGURE 34. BEAVER CREEK TRAVEL INFORMATION CENTER, AUTOMOBILE PARKING, 2016, LOOKING WEST

FIGURE 35. BEAVER CREEK TRAVEL INFORMATION CENTER, TRUCK PARKING, 2016, LOOKING WEST-NORTHWEST
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Sidewalks are located within the island as depicted in the plan. One wraps around the south half of the
west edge and nearly all of the south edge of the truck parking area, and the other extends perpendicular
from the first. It is approximately lined up with the west edge of the toilet building, and leads to a striped
pedestrian crossing through the automobile parking area. Another sidewalk, however, has been added in
the island, this one diagonally connecting the other two in the island, with its northeast end at a point well
east of the north end of the perpendicular sidewalk. A sidewalk along the south edge of the automobile
parking area is in accordance with the original plan, but the alignment of the two sidewalks leading from it
to the toilet building has been shifted. Whereas they once symmetrically angled in, one toward each of the
north corners of the building, the west leg now asymmetrically angles toward the northeast corner of the
building, where the main entrance is now located. Another short segment of sidewalk has been added to
connect this west leg in a second location to the automobile parking-area sidewalk, in line with the
pedestrian crossing, which incorporates two short steps up to the elevation of the west leg. The sidewalk
along the automobile parking area continues to be illuminated by the original glass globe lights.
The interconnected, bituminous pedestrian paths can be accessed from three points along the automobile
parking-area sidewalk, which is north of the path system. The paths are generally utilitarian, in that they
allow for one to stretch their legs while accessing one of the four picnic shelters; one of several open picnic
tables, also in the Kane design; or the terrace behind the toilet building, but do not highlight scenic views,
regional history, and the like. One segment of the system, which used to connect to the west-leg sidewalk
to the toilet building, has been eliminated and replaced by a differently aligned sidewalk version. The
sidewalk extends from the path to the service entrance on the west side of the toilet building.
An addition has been constructed on the north elevation (façade) of the toilet building (Figure 36). The
original main entrance on the north elevation, located in the west half of the façade, was removed and stone
facing applied in its stead. The entrance was shifted to the east end of the façade, and metal-framed
casement windows were installed in this section as well, though plans show the original façade was occupied
by continuous stone facing at this point. The former textured plywood fascia of the roof was replaced with
standing-seam metal.
The picnic shelters appear to be unaltered, although one has a storage building adjacent to its rear elevation
(Figures 37 and 38). While it is not shown on the original plans, and therefore was not likely constructed in
1972, it appears similar to a design in other drawings done by Kane for rest areas on I-90, and may have
been adapted from those at a later date. The building is situated on a poured-concrete footing of the same
height as the shelter proper, and the trajectory of the roof is a mirror opposite of that on the shelter. The
walls, painted brown, are wood, but may be panels. The width of the “boards” is narrower than that on the
shelter, and it exhibits horizontal bracing on the exterior, not a feature of Kane’s plans; it is these two
conditions which suggest it was not likely built as part of the original structure. A vehicle-width door is
located on its front.
The terrace is lined on its exterior by retaining walls in stone faced to match the building, except where two
gaps allow for the bituminous pedestrian paths to connect to it. It incorporates several benches and
plantings, and it appears to be largely unaltered (Figure 39). If ever as many trees and shrubs, however,
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FIGURE 36. BEAVER CREEK TRAVEL INFORMATION CENTER, TOILET BUILDING, 2016, LOOKING SOUTH

FIGURE 37. BEAVER CREEK TRAVEL INFORMATION CENTER, PICNIC SHELTER, 2016, LOOKING WEST-NORTHWEST
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FIGURE 38. BEAVER CREEK TRAVEL INFORMATION CENTER, PICNIC SHELTER WITH STORAGE ADDITION, 2016,
LOOKING SOUTH-SOUTHWEST

FIGURE 39. BEAVER CREEK TRAVEL INFORMATION CENTER, TERRACE, 2016, LOOKING WEST-NORTHWEST
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planned for the entire rest area in the 1970s were actually planted, they have been substantially eliminated
since then.
A storage building was added just to the southwest of the toilet building during the 2000s (Figure 40). It is
clad in wood, painted brown; has a shed roof with standing-seam metal fascia, and it has a centered,
overhead door.

FIGURE 40. BEAVER CREEK TRAVEL INFORMATION CENTER, STORAGE BUILDING, 2016, LOOKING WEST-NORTHWEST

(YDOXDWLRQ
No evidence could be found to indicate that this Class I rest area is significant under Criterion A.
The toilet building and picnic shelters were designed by an architect, Warren W. Kane, but they do not
represent the important work of a master. The site design is not particularly complex, with the vehicle
circulation pattern consisting essentially of a road branching to two parking areas and then re-merging, and
minimal pedestrian paths intended largely to access picnic shelters. Further, pedestrians coming from the
truck parking area are routed at grade through the south branch of the access road and the automobile
parking area to the toilet building, which does not represent the strong emphasis on safety promoted
during the safety rest era. The site does not offer any particularly noteworthy scenic qualities to which to
direct users, nor does it contain any objects that could reflect contemporary aesthetic ideals. While Kane’s
designs were in the Rustic Modern style, the design and materials of the toilet building have been altered
such that it would not have the integrity to convey any significance it may have held as a representative of
this style. Particularly problematic are the application of standing seam metal to the fascia surfaces, which
are prominent, and the interruption of the formerly continuous stone facing on the façade with large, metalCumulative Study
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framed casement windows. The property does not incorporate the innovative use or new application of
building engineering or structural systems, or of construction materials.

The Beaver Creek Travel

Information Center therefore is not significant under Criterion C.

5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ
Due to a lack of significance, the Beaver Creek Travel Information Center is not eligible for listing in the
National Register.

%(16215(67$5($ 6:%(6 
MN 29, 3.0 mi N of Benson on Lake Johnson
R.P. 36.31; Lat/Long: 45.36595 -95.60227
Swift County

+LVWRU\
A 1955 aerial photograph shows that the Benson Rest Area was established prior to that year (Note: This
property is not the same as the Benson Roadside Parking Area discussed in Volume I, page 239). A 1938
aerial photograph shows what may be some version of this rest area, but it is not clear enough for
confirmation. The MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure indicates picnic tables and toilets as amenities in that
year.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Benson Rest Area was surveyed in September of 2016. It is located on the west side of TH 29, on the
south shore of Lake Johnson, approximately three miles north of Benson. Historically a Class III rest area, it
is now a Class IV wayside because the toilets have been removed (Figure 41). It includes a gravel through
drive with a small loop off its northwest portion, presumably where cars could stop for a view of the lake,
but this view is now fully blocked by tall, shrubby vegetation. The area surrounding the drives is mown
grass. Within the interior of the drive is a single precast-concrete picnic table and a small number of widely
spaced deciduous trees.
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FIGURE 41. BENSON REST AREA, OVERVIEW FROM TH 29, 2016, LOOKING SOUTHWEST

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.

%,*)25.5,9(55(67$5($ ,&()& 
MN 1, 6.0 mi E of Effie
R.P. 193.121; Lat/Long: 47.84046 -93.50275
Itasca County

+LVWRU\
The Big Fork River Rest Area was constructed prior to 1971, in which year it was labeled on a USGS
topographic map. MnDOT retains no information more specific as to its date of construction. The MHD’s
1975 rest areas brochure indicates that amenities provided at that time were tables and a boat launch. The
property file for this property at MnDOT’s Site Development Unit shows that in October of 1975, the owner
of the adjacent property to the north, Mrs. Eugene Prather, contacted the MHD indicating that she wished
to donate the property to the state if the rest area could be upgraded and designated as a memorial to her
late husband. Documentation surrounding this request from December of that year includes a statement
that the rest area also included pit toilets. The property file does not indicate whether the donation was
carried out.
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'HVFULSWLRQ
The Big Fork River Rest Area was surveyed in August of 2016. It is located on the north side of TH 1,
approximately six miles east of Effie, on the east bank of the Big Fork River. The wayside and its surroundings
are a generally hilly and rolling landscape. Historically a Class III rest area, it is now designated as a Class
IV wayside (Figure 42). A bituminous driveway extends north from TH 1, then forms a loop that appears to
conform to the natural contours of the land. This loop forms a grassy island with deciduous trees that likely
are not added plantings, given the wooded nature of the area in which this rest area is located. The west
length of the loop runs along the bank of the Big Fork River; the loop is otherwise surrounded by woods.
A formally maintained boat launch is not present, although a gravel and sand extension from the west leg
of the loop to the river may still serve this purpose for small boats. A picnic table of iron pipe with wood
seats and table top is located on the west edge of the island, with a view of the river. A short distance off
the northeast part of the loop is a modern portable toilet.



FIGURE 42. BIG FORK RIVER REST AREA, OVERVIEW FROM TH 1, 2016, LOOKING NORTH-NORTHWEST

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.
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%,*3,1(/$.(52$'6,'(3$5.,1*$5($ 313/. 
MN 18, 6 mi W of Finlayson
R.P. 70.132; Lat/Long: 46.21993 -93.02968
Big Stone County
The Big Pine Lake Rest Area, believed to have been constructed circa 1960, was found not eligible for listing
in the National Register in 2016, due to a lack of significance. The reader is directed to Minnesota Trunk
Highway Roadside Properties: 1950-1975, Historic Context and Evaluation Study.

%,*6$1'</$.(29(5/22.//,%%<3$5.,1*$5($ $./%< 
MN 65, 9.0 mi N of McGregor/1 mi S of Libby
R.P. 129.76, Lat/Long: 46.77425 -93.32684
Aitkin County
The Big Sandy Lake Overlook/Libby Parking Area, a Class III rest area, was fully redesigned in 1997, and
therefore was not subject to survey. It is not eligible for listing in the National Register, due to a loss of
integrity.

%,*6721(/$.(29(5/22. %6)26 
MN 7, 9.0 mi S of Beardsley
R.P. 9.12; Lat/Long: 45.42809 -96.69191
Big Stone County

+LVWRU\
The Big Stone Lake Overlook was constructed prior to 1975. MnDOT retains no information more specific
as to its date of construction. The MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure indicates picnic tables and toilets as the
amenities at that time.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Big Stone Lake Overlook was surveyed in September of 2016. It is located on the southwest side of TH
7, approximately one mile northwest of Foster, on an upland with an impressive view of Big Stone Lake.
Historically a Class III rest area, it is now a Class IV wayside because the toilets have been removed (Figure
43). A gravel loop is located almost immediately off the highway, extending out to the overlook, from which
the land sharply drops off to the lake valley below. The overlook does not incorporate a wall. Mown grass
is present over the wayside in both the interior and exterior of the loop. Within the interior of the loop is a
single precast-concrete picnic table. Scattered deciduous and coniferous trees are present outside of the
loop.
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FIGURE 43. BIG STONE LAKE OVERLOOK, OVERVIEW FROM TH 7, 2016, LOOKING SOUTHWEST

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.

%,5&+&28/((+,6725,&$/0$5.(5:$<6,'( 51%&2 
US 71, 250 feet S of CSAH 2
R.P. 84.066, Lat/Long: 44.57721 -94.99437
Renville County
The Birch Coulee Historical Marker Wayside, constructed circa 1950, was found not eligible for listing in the
National Register in 2016, due to a lack of significance. The reader is directed to Minnesota Trunk Highway
Roadside Properties: 1950-1975, Historic Context and Evaluation Study.

%,5&+/$.('$0:$<6,'( /$)/. 
MN 1, 8.0 mi SE of Ely
R.P. 294.546; Lat/Long: 47.81568 -91.78553
Lake County

+LVWRU\
The Birch Lake Dam Wayside was constructed prior to 1975. MnDOT retains no information more specific
as to its date of construction. The MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure indicates picnic tables as the only
amenities at that time.
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'HVFULSWLRQ
The Birch Lake Dam Wayside was surveyed in September of 2016. It is located on the north side of TH 1,
approximately 7.5 miles southeast of the Ely city limits. Historically a Class IV wayside, it is currently
designated as a Class III rest area (Figure 44). The rest area is accessed by a short, bituminous driveway off
of TH 1, which slopes gradually down to an irregularly shaped, level, bituminous parking area surrounded
by narrow areas of mown grass, beyond which is naturally occurring vegetation. Near the west edge of the
parking area, generally in line with the driveway, is a small, grassy island, presumably installed to create a
loop that encourages one-way traffic flow for entry and exit. In a grassy area on the south side of the
parking area where it meets the driveway is a modern portable toilet. On the north side of the parking area
are two picnic tables. An extremely narrow, gravel pedestrian path leads from the southeast corner of the
parking area to the bank of the South Kawishiwi River. It is not known whether this path was once wider
and maintained, or created by repeated pedestrian traffic to obtain a view of the river, which is currently
largely blocked by trees that have grown up on the east side of the parking area.

FIGURE 44. BIRCH LAKE DAM WAYSIDE, OVERVIEW, 2016, LOOKING NORTHWEST

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.
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%,5&+'$/(:$<6,'( .&82* 
MN 11, 2.8 mi W of Birchdale
R.P. 168; Lat/Long: 48.64353 -94.15307
Koochiching County

+LVWRU\
Based on dated photographs held at MnDOT’s Site Development Unit, the Birchdale Wayside was
constructed prior to October 28, 1964. MnDOT retains no information more specific as to its date of
construction. The photographs show a gravel drive leading north to an irregularly shaped gravel turnaround
within an otherwise mowed, grassy rectangular parking area, with a clear view to the Rainy River. The
parking area is defined by wood bollards along its west, east, and south edges. A couple of picnic tables
are evident to the west of this rectangular area within a grassy area, with coniferous trees behind them.
Tables are the only amenity indicated in the MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Birchdale Wayside was surveyed in August of 2016.

It is located on the north side of TH 11,

approximately 2.8 miles northwest and west of Birchdale. It is accessed via a driveway that extends a short
distance due north from the highway (Figure 45). Historically a Class IV wayside rest, it would now be
considered a Class III rest area, but it is no longer operated by MnDOT. It has been renamed the Rainy River
Wayside, as indicated by a wooden sign on metal legs located on the east side of the driveway. The sign
additionally indicates that the wayside is now operated by the Koochiching County Land and Forestry

FIGURE 45. BIRCHDALE WAYSIDE, OVERVIEW, 2016, LOOKING NORTHWEST
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Department.

The majority of the wayside elements are located on a topographically level upland

overlooking the Rainy River to the north.
The south approximately 25 feet of the driveway has been paved; the remainder of the driveway is gravel,
as is the turnaround, which remains somewhat irregular though symmetrical in shape. Wood bollards
continue to define the south, west, and east edges of a mown-grass parking area, rectangular in its exterior
definition, but which encompasses the turnaround. Extremely young coniferous trees have been planted
to alternate with the bollards. The north edge of the parking area is bordered with a line of concrete parking
stops, the tops of which are flush with the ground. Beyond it, trees and other vegetation block the onceopen view to the Rainy River.
Just west of the parking area is a relatively recently built, gable-roofed picnic shelter of post and beam
construction. The gable ends and the roof are sheathed in corrugated sheet metal. The picnic table beneath
it is of wood construction and also appears fairly new, and two others of a similar type sans shelters are
located in the wayside, one each in the northwestern- and northeastern-most areas of the wayside. Roughly
80 feet west of the picnic shelter is a shed-roofed privy with a poured-concrete base and a board and batten
superstructure. Corrugated sheet metal sheathes the roof. Three rows of newly planted pines extend from
west to east in front of its south wall, extending from the tall aspen, birch, and coniferous trees at the west
end of the wayside to a point just shy of the picnic shelter.
North-northeast of the parking area, approximately midway between it and the northeastern picnic table,
is a survey marker within a concrete footing indicating the international boundary. Just east of the
northeastern picnic table, a fairly new set of wooden stairs extends down from the upland east and then
north to the bank of the Rainy River, from which one can fish and enjoy a view to Canada.

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.

%/20.(675(67$5($ .+56( 
MN 7, 1.0 mi E of Blomkest
R.P. 109.09, Lat/Long: 44.93598 -95.00870
Kandiyohi County
The Blomkest Rest Area, constructed circa 1974, was found not eligible for listing in the National Register
in 2016, due to a lack of significance. The reader is directed to Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside
Properties: 1950-1975, Historic Context and Evaluation Study.
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%2//(60,//+,6725,&$/0$5.(5:$<6,'( :$$)& 
MN 95, 800 feet S of Valley Branch Creek
R.P. 115.0, Lat/Long: 44.90885 -92.78070
Washington County
The Bolles Mill Historical Marker Wayside, constructed in 1959, was found not eligible for listing in the
National Register in 2016, due to a lack of significance. The reader is directed to Minnesota Trunk Highway
Roadside Properties: 1950-1975, Historic Context and Evaluation Study.

%5(&.(15,'*(:$<6,'( :/%.& 
US 75, in Breckenridge
R.P. 206.098; Lat/Long: 46.27049 -96.58708
Wilkin County

+LVWRU\
The Breckenridge Wayside was included on a list dating to July 21, 1960, of 34 proposed parking areas for
the Roadside Development Program. The list was attached to what appears to be a press release, which
indicated that Youth Conservation Commission labor was to be used to the extent possible in constructing
the parking areas, 12 of which were to be constructed in 1960, and the other 22 of which were to be let at
a later date. The Breckenridge Wayside was completed no later than 1968, as it was the subject of a usage
study in that year. The MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure indicates that the wayside offered picnic tables and
a historical marker. An undated, but later index additionally notes the availability of fishing at the site.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Breckenridge Wayside was surveyed in September of 2016. It is located on the east side of TH 75 and
the west bank of the Otter Tail River in Breckenridge. Historically a Class IV wayside, it remains so at present
(Figure 46). It is generally level. Access is obtained by turning directly into one of two ends of a bituminous
driveway that loops through the site. The site does not include a defined parking area, nor does it
incorporate curbing or other safety features. The area within the loop is surfaced in grass and contains five,
widely spaced deciduous trees. A sign set back approximately 50 feet from and facing the highway indicates
its current name, Lion’s Park Public Water Access, and notes it is a cooperative project between the City of
Breckenridge and the DNR.
Another approximately 35 feet behind the sign, facing away from the highway, is the historical marker. Set
onto a concrete riser and constructed of random-ashlar limestone, it is a lectern-type marker with integrated
bench seats. A metal plaque titled “Breckenridge” is embedded into the top and gives an extremely brief
synopsis of the town’s early history. A short, wide, bituminous walkway extends from the riser east to a
poured-concrete slab which serves as the base for a picnic shelter. The gable-roofed, open shelter is of
post-and-beam construction, and the roof is clad in shingles. Two combination picnic tables, with metal
frames and wood table tops and seats are set atop the slab.
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FIGURE 46. BRECKENRIDGE/LIONS PARK WAYSIDE, OVERVIEW FROM BOAT LAUNCH, 2016, LOOKING WEST

Extending east from the center of the exterior of the loop is a wide, gravel driveway, which leads to a
concrete boat launch. Wide, open expanses of grass are located to either side of the driveway, while trees
line the riverbank and generally obscure views of the river.

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.

%52:169$//(<+,6725,&$/0$5.(5:$<6,'( 75)2/ 
MN 28, 0.2 mi W of TH 27
R.P. 0.7; Lat/Long: 45.59867 -96.84857
Traverse County

+LVWRU\
A historical marker was installed at the future site of the Browns Valley Historical Marker Wayside in 1935
by the Dr. Samuel Prescott chapter of the DAR. A 1936 photograph from the Olson photo album shows it
as a boulder with an affixed bronze plaque set into a small, raised, poured-concrete base, situated in an
open field (Figure 47).
In June of 1939, plans were developed by the MHD for a wayside rest at the location of the marker, with
Arthur Nichols as the consulting landscape architect (Figures 48 and 49). The plans depict a drive separated
from the highway by a semi-elliptical, grass-surfaced island, with concrete curbing bordering both the drive
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FIGURE 47. BROWNS VALLEY HISTORICAL MARKER, 1936
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FIGURE 48. BROWNS VALLEY HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, CONSTRUCTION DETAILS, JUNE 1939
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FIGURE 49. BROWNS VALLEY HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, PLANTING PLAN, JUNE 1939
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and island. Centered on the south side of and adjacent to the drive is a 110-foot-long, bituminous-treated
gravel walkway. Centered on the walkway is a rectangular terrace of the same material, within which is a
smaller, rectangular, low, stone platform upon which a new, stone base for the boulder would be
constructed. The plans indicate 45 honeysuckle shrubs planted behind the asphalt-surfaced area and
extending west and east from it along the south side of the walkway. Behind these in the area of the marker
is a group of nine Lombardy poplar, with plantings at the rest of the site consisting of a regularly spaced
scatter of 47 American elms, flanked on the east and west by a grouping of 34 spruce. Likely due to World
War II, the plans were not approved until October of 1945.
The historical marker was the only amenity indicated on the MHD’s 1961 roadside development inventory
and on the MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure.
As of the 1997 survey of the site, a precast-concrete picnic table on a concrete slab had been installed three
feet east of the marker. The gravel drive had been paved with asphalt, and most of the original plantings
had not survived. Some newer plantings had been installed. The marker was noted as being in fair to good
condition (MnDOT Historic Roadside Development Structures Inventory form, TR-FOL-006).
By the time a treatment report was prepared for the site in 2002, repairs had been made to the marker base
using incompatible mortar. Patching to the marker itself did not match in color or texture. Bullet damage
to the plaque was noted. A metal-framed Scenic Byway marker had been placed at the site approximately
50 feet east of the historical marker, adjacent to the drive. The drive had been paved several times,
obscuring the curb face, and the asphalt of the walkway and terrace had been replaced with poured
concrete. Specific details on the plantings were provided, indicating that the only original ones remaining
at that time were two poplars and 24 spruce. Twenty-eight young ash and two honey locusts were present
in the former area of the elms, two mature cottonwoods were located at the east end of the site, and one
amur maple was located on the island (Michael J. Burns Architects 2002a).

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Browns Valley Historical Marker Wayside was surveyed in August of 2019. It is located on the southwest
side of TH 28 0.2 mile west and northwest of its intersection with TH 27, just outside of Browns Valley. It
does not appear to have undergone any changes or improvements since 2002 (Figures 50 and 51). The
route of vehicular access to the site, i.e., the curved drive which connects at both ends to TH 28, remains
according to plan, but as previously noted, it has been paved. No curbing is evident on the northeast
(highway) edge of the island, and the concrete curbing along the remainder of the island / both sides of
the drive is heavily obscured by the previously added pavement and grass (Figure 52). The walkway, terrace,
and added pads for the picnic table and Scenic Byway marker are poured-concrete panels. The wayside is
otherwise surfaced in grass.
The flagstone platform, approximately four inches in height, and the marker base upon it are red quartzite
(Figure 53). The front of the base is coursed, roughly-cut quartzite, while the remaining elevations were
randomly laid (Figure 54). The replacement mortaring problems described in the 2002 treatment report
have not been addressed, so the incompatibly colored, unraked mortar is still present in the stone base,
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FIGURE 50. BROWNS VALLEY HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, AERIAL VIEW, 2017

FIGURE 51. BROWNS VALLEY HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, OVERVIEW, 2019, LOOKING EAST
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FIGURE 52. BROWNS VALLEY HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, VIEW OF OBSCURED CURBING ON SOUTH SIDE OF
ISLAND, 2019, LOOKING EAST

FIGURE 53. BROWNS VALLEY HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, MARKER COMPLEX, 2019, LOOKING SOUTH
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FIGURE 54. BROWNS VALLEY HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, REAR OF MARKER, 2019, LOOKING NORTH

and the non-matching patching of the boulder is still evident (Figure 55). The low, stone platform on which
the base sits, in addition, has deteriorated and been infilled with asphalt or an asphalt-like substance (Figure
56). Bullet damage is still evident on the plaque (Figure 57). The concrete picnic table and metal Scenic
Byway marker are still in place (see Figures 51 and 53). The two poplar trees behind the marker have been
removed, so the view to the cornfield behind the marker and picnic table is now wide open. The ash and
honey locusts planted to replace the elms remain clustered behind (west, southwest, and east) of the drive.
Approximately ten spruce are present at the west end of the site, and approximately six at the east, the
latter amidst several deciduous trees. The single maple is still the only tree in the island.
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FIGURE 55. BROWNS VALLEY HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, DETAIL OF PATCHING/MORTAR ISSUES, 2019,
LOOKING SOUTHEAST

FIGURE 56. BROWNS VALLEY HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, DETAIL OF PLATFORM, 2019, LOOKING SOUTH
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FIGURE 57. BROWNS VALLEY HISTORICAL MARKER WAYSIDE, EXAMPLE OF BULLET DAMAGE TO PLAQUE, 2019,
LOOKING SOUTH

(YDOXDWLRQ
The Browns Valley Historical Marker Wayside was recommended in 1998 as eligible for listing in the National
Register as a non-federal relief property that closely resembles a federal relief property, a property
significant to the history of roadside development for its construction during the Depression, an intact
example of a highway pull-off style roadside parking area, an excellent example of the National Park Service
Rustic style, and an example of the work of Arthur Nichols (MnDOT Historic Roadside Development
Structures Inventory form, TR-FOL-006). It has been re-evaluated under the revised evaluation criteria for
roadside properties along Minnesota’s trunk highways.
The Browns Valley Historical Marker Wayside is not associated with the earliest roadside property
development with involvement by the MHD, is not a particularly important accomplishment of the MHD,
and does not reflect accommodation of an important shift in the pattern of highway travel. Its construction
post-dates the federal relief era. It is not the result of an organized, community-wide effort to obtain a
roadside property, nor did it make an unusually significant contribution to the recreational opportunities
for a local community. The historical marker is the only recreational amenity dating prior to 1975 at the
wayside, and it did not set important standards for historical markers along the Minnesota trunk highway
system. The site did not present any conservation challenges; is not associated with an important response
to policy on the preservation of natural resources; and it pre-dates the Highway Beautification Act. The
property therefore does not meet Criterion A.
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Although the wayside is the work of a recognized designer, Arthur Nichols, it does not represent an
important achievement in his career, even when compared only with his work for the MHD. While his tenure
with the MHD was an important phase in his career, the wayside is not a particularly strong or important
demonstration of the work he carried out during this phase, particularly when other properties he designed
within this context are considered. It does not present a skillful adaptation to the natural setting; the
wayside was established on a topographically level landform, the drive follows the fairly standard device of
curving around an island and connecting to the highway at each end, the marker is not integrated in any
noteworthy fashion, and the trees were simply introduced for shade in an otherwise open area. The
landscaping, meant primarily to draw attention to the marker, does not frame a specific scenic view or
highlight a specific natural feature. Although designed in 1939, the wayside was not constructed until 1945,
when the Rustic aesthetic had become obsolete. As a holdover from the federal relief period, it does not
strongly represent the aesthetic ideals of the post-World War II era, and the two-and-a-half- to three-foothigh, five-and-a-half-foot-wide stone marker base does not stand out among the MHD’s work as an
exhibition of complex design skill or craftsmanship. It is not an outstanding or innovative example of
regional expression. No components of the wayside design or construction demonstrate engineering or
material innovation. The wayside therefore is not significant under Criterion C.

5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ
Due to a lack of significance, the Browns Valley Historical Marker Wayside is not eligible for listing in the
National Register.

%8&./$.(:$<6,'( ,&82* 
MN 65, 11.0 mi N of Nashwauk
R.P. 186.91; Lat/Long: 47.52872 -93.19595
Itasca County

+LVWRU\
The Buck Lake Wayside was constructed prior to 1975. MnDOT retains no information more specific as to
its date of construction. The MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure indicates picnic tables, fireplaces, and a boat
launch as the amenities at that time.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Buck Lake Wayside was surveyed in August of 2016. It is located on the northeast side of TH 65 on the
southernmost point of Buck Lake, approximately 11 miles north of Nashwauk. Historically a Class IV
wayside, it is no longer part of the MnDOT rest area network. All that remains are a level bituminous pulloff shaped to fill the space between the highway and the lake, and a concrete boat launch that extends
northeast off its northwestern-most point (Figure 58). The view to the lake is unobstructed from the
wayside.
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FIGURE 58. BUCK LAKE WAYSIDE, OVERVIEW FROM TH 65, 2016, LOOKING NORTHEAST

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.

&$/('21,$ 0,1 :$<6,'( +86$/ 
MN 76, 5.0 mi N of Caledonia
R.P. 16.267; Lat/Long: 43.68946 -91.54271
Houston County

+LVWRU\
MnDOT retains no information on the specific construction date of the Caledonia (5 mi N) Wayside, but it
was included in the MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure, with picnic tables as its only amenity.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Caledonia (5 mi N) Wayside was surveyed in October of 2016. Located on the southwest side of TH 76
approximately 5 miles north and west of Caledonia, it was historically a Class IV wayside, but it appears to
be no longer maintained (Figure 59). Access is via either end of a gravel thru drive, bituminous at the
highway ends. Either turn into the wayside is hazardous, with a sharp, fairly blind curve in the highway
immediately to the northwest. The wayside is level, though surrounded by steep bluffs, and it is on the
bank of Badger Creek, a tributary of the Root River. Grass is present in a narrow strip along the exterior of
the drive and within its interior. Trees to the exterior of the thru drive are primarily, if not entirely, naturally
occurring. Two coniferous trees on the interior were likely planted.
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FIGURE 59. CALEDONIA (5 MI N) WAYSIDE, OVERVIEW, LOOKING SOUTHEAST

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.

&$66/$.(5(67$5($ &$&/& 
US 2, SW shore of Cass Lake
R.P. 130.945; Lat/Long: 47.38220 -94.59235
Cass County
The Cass Lake Rest Area, a Class I facility constructed circa 1971, was substantially rehabilitated in 2006,
including the replacement of the toilet building. It therefore was not subject to survey, and it is not eligible
for listing in the National Register, due to a loss of integrity.

&('$5/$.(  :$<6,'( 72.$1 
US 71, 8.1 mi N of Sauk Centre at southwest corner of Cedar Lake
R.P. 176.581; Lat/Long: 45.84348 -94.93164
Todd County

+LVWRU\
Aerial photographs show the Cedar Lake (1) Wayside to have been established between 1953 and 1963.
The MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure indicates only one wayside one mile south of Little Sauk on TH 71, but
it is likely that the Cedar Lake (1) and Cedar Lake (2) (see TO-LST-008) waysides were previously considered
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one property, as the two are joined by a narrow strip of land along the west shore of Cedar Lake. A 1963
aerial photograph shows what appears to be a pedestrian path joining the two locations. The MHD’s 1975
rest areas brochure indicates picnic tables and a boat launch at the wayside one mile south of Little Sauk.
The Cedar Lake (1) Wayside is shown as a picnic area on a 1967 USGS topographic map, while the Cedar
Lake (2) Wayside had a boat launch.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Cedar Lake (1) Wayside was surveyed in September of 2016. It is located on the east side of TH 71,
about 1.5 miles south of Little Sauk. Historically a Class IV wayside, it remains so at present (Figure 60). A
generally circular gravel turnaround/parking area looking out on Cedar Lake is accessed by a short
bituminous driveway that extends east off of the highway. These are bordered on the north and south by
mown grass, within which is a smattering of trees appearing to be both planted and naturally occurring.
On the south side of the driveway in the grass is metal sign identifying the site as a rest stop. The picnic
tables have been removed.

FIGURE 60. CEDAR LAKE (1) WAYSIDE, OVERVIEW, 2016, LOOKING NORTH

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.
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&('$5/$.(  :$<6,'( 72/67 
US 71, 1.0 mi S of Little Sauk at northwest side of Cedar Lake
R.P. 177.045; Lat/Long: 45.84991 -94.92945
Todd County

+LVWRU\
Aerial photographs show the Cedar Lake (2) Wayside to have been established between 1953 and 1963.
The MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure indicates only one wayside one mile south of Little Sauk on TH 71, but
it is likely that the Cedar Lake (1) (see TA-KAN-004) and Cedar Lake (2) waysides were previously considered
one property, as the two are joined by a narrow strip of land along the west shore of Cedar Lake. A 1963
aerial photograph shows what appears to be a pedestrian path joining the two locations. The MHD’s 1975
rest areas brochure indicates picnic tables and a boat launch at the wayside one mile south of Little Sauk.
The Cedar Lake (1) Wayside is shown as a picnic area on a 1967 USGS topographic map, while the Cedar
Lake (2) Wayside had a boat launch.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Cedar Lake (2) Wayside was surveyed in September of 2016. It is located on the east side of TH 71,
approximately one mile southwest of Little Sauk. It was historically and is currently a Class IV wayside. A
generally rectangular gravel parking area looking out on Cedar Lake is accessed by a short bituminous
driveway that extends east off of the highway (Figure 61). The parking area and driveway are bordered on

FIGURE 61. CEDAR LAKE (2) WAYSIDE, OVERVIEW, 2016, LOOKING NORTH-NORTHEAST
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the north and south by mown grass. Widely spaced, young trees line the lake shore. Off the east edge of
the parking area is a rudimentary, gravel boat launch.

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.

&+$7),(/'+,6725,&$/0$5.(5:$<6,'( )/&+& 
US 52, 0.25 mi E of CSAH 5
R.P. 33.495, Lat/Long: 43.83851 -92.17520
Fillmore County
The Chatfield Historical Marker Wayside, constructed in 1955, was found not eligible for listing in the
National Register in 2016, due to a lack of significance. The reader is directed to Minnesota Trunk Highway
Roadside Properties: 1950-1975, Historic Context and Evaluation Study.

&+,33(:$7851287 :%3(3 
US 61, 1.0 mi NW of Reads Landing
R.P. 64.24; Lat/Long: 44.40886 -92.09645
Wabasha County

+LVWRU\
A 1949 aerial photograph shows that the Chippewa Turnout was constructed prior to that year. MnDOT
retains no information more specific as to its construction date. A 1964 photograph on file at the Site
Development Unit shows a geological marker in other than one of the standard MHD styles, which appears
to be concrete. The beginning of a line of bollards is visible to its west. The MHD’s 1975 rest areas brochure
indicates the presence of a geological marker in that year, but no traveler amenities.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Chippewa Turnout was surveyed in October of 2016. It is located on the north side of TH 61,
approximately one mile northwest of Reads Landing, and overlooks Lake Pepin/the Mississippi River to the
north. Historically a Class IV wayside, it remains so at present. It consists of an approximately 0.2-mile-long
bituminous pull-off of varying width, with a maximum of approximately 30 feet (Figure 62). A modern metal
guardrail runs along its north edge. The wayside affords scenic views of the lake/river, where vegetation
does not obstruct them. The geological marker has been removed.

Cumulative Study
Minnesota Trunk Highway Roadside Properties

Page 67

FIGURE 62. CHIPPEWA TURNOUT, OVERVIEW, 2016, LOOKING WEST-NORTHWEST

(YDOXDWLRQ
See evaluation statement.

&+5,670$6/$.(52$'6,'(3$5.,1*$5($ +(6+& 
MN 7, between Radisson Road and Old Market Road
R.P. 184; Lat/Long: 44.90674 -93.53807
Hennepin County

+LVWRU\
A “Tentative Sketch for a Roadside Parking Area” on TH 7 “near Christmas Lake” was developed by the MHD
with Arthur Nichols as the consulting landscape architect, with the intent of having the project carried out
by the NYA (Figure 63). The sketch was signed as approved in April of 1937. It depicts a roadside parking
area on both the north and south sides of TH 7. The portion on the north side is bounded on the north by
a municipal road and divided into a smaller east section and larger west section by a short north-south
drive between the municipal road and TH 7. The east section is occupied by a picnic area with tables and a
fireplace. The west section features another picnic area with tables and a fireplace, a pedestrian overlook
with a stone wall, and a looping pedestrian path system. On the south side is a turn off of TH 7 at the east
end of the wayside to a drive that parallels the highway in proximate fashion, before curving southwest to
intersect with a curving municipal street that forms the west boundary of the property. Just north of the
point of intersection, a small parking lot is located adjacent to the drive on the northwest. The section to
the north of the drive includes a council ring, picnic tables, and a well, which are accessed via a system of
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FIGURE 63. CHRISTMAS LAKE ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, 1937 SITE PLAN
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pedestrian paths, all falling in the western approximately one-third of the south portion. The section to the
south of the drive includes three discrete picnic areas, each with picnic tables and a fireplace, and a kitten
ball field, all falling in the eastern approximately two-thirds of the south portion.
The NYA began work on the roadside parking area in the spring of 1937 and completed it in 1938. This
work largely followed the sketch, but a 1940 aerial photograph shows additional pedestrian trails, and the
Annual Report of the Accomplishments of Roadside Development Along the Trunk Highways in Minnesota for
1938 reports a pump house for the well, signs identifying the parking area, one stone table and seats, and
a historical marker, which historical photographs show was of the black-on-white steel variety. This report
additionally notes the inclusion of an athletic field; however, no formal kitten ball or any other type of
athletic field is evident in the 1940 aerial photograph, so perhaps the field was simply space cleared of trees
and other vegetation for the purpose. Beyond the elements already noted, a NYA report notes weeding
one acre and sodding in 63 square yards of ground as part of the work completed for the Christmas Lake
Roadside Parking Area. In Final Report, National Youth Administration for the State of Minnesota, the
Christmas Lake project was identified along with the Bemidji State Park Bathhouse, the Chisholm City Tourist
Cabins, and the St. Cloud Historical Marker as being the first construction projects by the organization in
Minnesota, “opening the way to the development of this phase of the NYA” (p. 36). It additionally noted
that the project employed an “average of fifty youth workers . . . each month” (p. 41) while it was underway.
A plan for a stone historical marker, which would replace the steel one, plantings in its vicinity, and a new
bituminous path to access it, was approved in February of 1941 and finalized in October of that year. The
plans show the north-south path, forked at each end, connecting two existing sections of path near the
west end of the portion south of TH 7. At the north end, the west fork continues along the south edge of
an existing wide drive that presumably also served for parking. Adjacent to the east edge of the path at
approximately midpoint is a bituminous-surfaced terrace with a concrete panel inset, at the east edge of
which is a shrine-type marker with wing walls extending to each side. A bench with limestone legs and a
concrete seat is in front of each wing wall. Twenty-one Colorado spruce are located behind the markers,
and 16 bridal wreath spiraea shrubs to each side of it. The marker complex was constructed by the NYA in
1941.
In October of 1957, a plan was completed for a new driveway and parking lot in the east section of the
south portion of the park. Two drives that previously came into the area, where it appears informal parking
occurred, were to be eliminated. The plan was approved in March of 1958, and the construction was likely
carried out later that year. The executed plan is visible in a 1962 aerial photograph. Also visible is the
replacement of a slightly curved drive dividing the west and east sections on the north side of TH 7. The
replacement is a straightened drive, lined on both sides with new parking lots. No plans have been located
for this change. Aerial photographs indicate that around this time, some of the other drives and most of
the pedestrian paths within the park were eliminated. Between 1962 and 1971, the drive on the north with
the parking lots on either side became one large parking lot, as the south end of the drive, along with its
connection to TH 7, was eliminated.
When the Christmas Lake Roadside Parking Area was originally surveyed in 1997, it was divided into Units
A, B, and C for ease of reference. Because the 1937 plan had not been located, these units do not constitute
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the entire area of the roadside property as it existed historically. Unit A was defined as that portion located
south of TH 7 and north of Covington Road and Broms Boulevard (Broms Boulevard followed the general
trajectory of Delton Avenue). Unit B was assigned to the overlook. Unit C was described as the “relatively
low, flat area on the northern side of TH 7” (MnDOT Historic Roadside Development Structures Inventory
form, HE-SHC-022) containing a parking area off St. Alban’s Bay Road and a fireplace. The east and west
boundaries of Units A and C were not described.
At that time, Unit A contained the council ring, the foundation of the well house, fireplace remnants, and
the 1941 historical marker. The council ring was described as approximately 23 feet in diameter and
containing a fire ring approximately five feet and ten inches in diameter, both constructed of random rubble
limestone. At the time, it was in poor condition, having been “poorly patched, and . . . missing several
stones.” The hexagonal-plan well house foundation historically consisted of six stone piers connected by
timber railings, all of which surrounded a flagstone floor with the pump coming up through the center.
Each pier supported a timber post, and the six posts “supported a wood shingle-covered polygonal roof
with exposed log rafters.” In 1997, the superstructure was absent; the timber railings had been removed
and limestone walls built between the piers; the walls and piers had been “crudely” capped with concrete;
the flagstone floor had been covered or replaced with concrete; and the upper portion of the pump had
been removed. The stone fireplace had been reduced to a pile of rubble. The shrine-type historical marker,
constructed of random-ashlar limestone, was in poor condition, and the benches in front of the wing walls
were in fair condition. The plaza in front of the marker had “heaved and cracked and [was] overgrown with
weeds and grass” (MnDOT Historic Roadside Development Structures Inventory form, HE-SHC-022).
Unit B contained the overlook, which was built as both a vehicular and pedestrian overlook. The wall was
described as being of random rubble limestone construction and semicircular in shape with two nine-footlong end walls. A low, limestone retaining wall that “originally formed the northern edge of a gravel path
that led eastward from the overlook wall” extended “from the eastern end of the wall.” The formerly gravel
drive/parking area paralleling the wall interior had been paved. The semicircular path of the drive/parking
area created a small island between the drive and Excelsior Boulevard, which is north of the overlook. Stone
curbing remained along portions of the south edge of the parking area and the south edge of the island.
The overlook wall, retaining wall, and curbing were reported to be in poor condition, overgrown, and
missing stones (MnDOT Historic Roadside Development Structures Inventory form, HE-SHC-022).
Unit C contained a fireplace, which was “missing its chimney and two metal grates,” and exhibited a “crudely
applied concrete cap” (MnDOT Historic Roadside Development Structures Inventory form, HE-SHC-022).
The fireplace was noted to be west of the large parking area on the north side of TH 7.
No pedestrian paths remained as of 1997. It was noted that the stone picnic table and seats had been
removed from the site, as had a stone geological marker that had been installed in 1953. It was further
noted, “Much of the site’s original landscaping appears to be intact, although overgrown” (MnDOT Historic
Roadside Development Structures Inventory form, HE-SHC-022).
In 1999, a site visit was conducted to facilitate preparation of a treatment report. No changes had been
made to the built elements since the 1997 survey.
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Topographic maps and aerial photographs show that sometime between 1997 and 2002, Old Market Road
was constructed south from TH 7, and the State Highway 7 Service Road, identified on some maps as Delton
Avenue, was constructed to curve southeast from an existing drive within the site, intersect Old Market
Road, then curve northeast beyond the roadside parking area before paralleling TH 7 northeast of the
roadside parking area. This construction required large, ditched areas to either side of Old Market Road,
between its intersections with TH 7 and Delton Avenue, eliminating a portion of the roadside parking area
which included the locations of two original picnic areas and the 1957 driveway and parking lot. This portion
had not been included in the 1997 survey, likely due to the absence of the 1937 plan and any built elements.
Around the same time, the large parking lot on the north side of TH 7 was revised to include an island
between it and the road by which it is accessed from the north, St. Alban’s Bay Road. The parking area was
truncated, and a building or structure of unknown function was constructed in the center of the remainder
of the paved area, and another adjacent to it on the west.
Circa 2010, community gardens were established approximately 50 feet west of the circa-1960 parking area
off St. Alban’s Bay Road, then substantially expanded to the west over the next six years. Also circa 2010, a
stone fireplace just west of these gardens recorded in the original inventory was removed. The circa-2000
buildings put up in and adjacent to the parking lot were removed circa 2018.

'HVFULSWLRQ
The Christmas Lake Roadside Parking Area was surveyed in September of 2019. It is located in Shorewood
along TH 7 west of Old Market Road (Figure 64). The area previously designated as Unit A is bounded on
the north by TH 7 and on the south by Radisson Road/Covington Road and the State Highway 7 Service
Road, identified on some maps as Delton Avenue. It tapers off on the east at a point where a retaining wall
for Delton Avenue is adjacent to the highway. Historically, it was bounded on the west by Covington Road
where it curved north to connect to TH 7. This segment of the road, which allowed direct automobile access
from TH 7 to the west end of the south portion of the wayside rest, has been removed, and its former edge
is now generally defined by a dense stand of trees. The other historical access point for the south portion
was at the approximate location of the currently present Holiday gas station, where one could turn on to a
frontage road that ran parallel to the highway and extended west-southwest for approximately one quartermile to the wayside rest parking lot. Today, access to the south portion consists of turning south off TH 7
onto Old Market Road and driving about 250 feet to the intersection of Old Market Road with Delton
Avenue, then following the curves of Delton Avenue west and northwest for roughly 830 feet to an
intersection with the original, though surely improved since the 1930s, drive. From the intersection, it is
approximately 100 feet west to the parking lot.

The drive continues south-southwest for another

approximately 100 feet to intersect with Radisson Road. Approximately 150 feet southeast of the parking
lot, Radisson Road and Delton Avenue, which curve southeast and south, respectively, after intersecting
with the drive, meet with Covington Road to form the southern point of the triangular island defined in
1997 as the southern part of Unit A (Figure 65). The grass-surfaced island is bound by Radisson Road,
Delton Avenue, and the original drive. The remnants of the stone fireplace have been removed from the
island, along with most of the trees that were present. Three very young trees have been planted there.
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FIGURE 64. CHRISTMAS LAKE ROADSIDE PARKING AREA, AERIAL OVERVIEW, 2018
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