
Planting Dates for Seeding and Sodding
Specification 2575 lists planting dates and sodding dates that dictate when seed and sod should and shouldn't be planted on construction projects.  These dates are based on typical seasonal weather patterns in Minnesota.  
Table 1: Specification 2575 Planting Dates
Seed Mix or Sod Type	Spring Planting Dates	Fall Planting Dates
21-112	—	Aug. 1 – Oct. 1
21-111	May 1 – Aug. 1	—
22-111, 22-112*	April 1 – July 20.	July 20 – Oct. 20
25-121, 25-131, 25-141, 25-151*	April 1 – June 1	July 20 – Sept. 20
25-142*	April 1 – Sept. 1	—
Any mix beginning with a 3	April 15 – July 20	Sept. 20 – Oct. 20
Lawn Sod	April 15 – June 10	Aug. 10 – Nov. 1
Salt Tolerant Sod	April 15 – June 10	---

*For areas in Minnesota north of and including U.S. Highway 2, plant non-native seed mixtures (those beginning with 22- or 25-) from April 15 to September 20.
The contractor is required to coordinate erosion prevention activities including vegetation establishment as part of the weekly erosion control look-ahead schedules (Specification 1717.2B).  One objective of this coordination is to make sure that planting happens at a suitable time of year (2575.3A.2).  However, the ideal planting times do not always line up with construction schedules, weather, and Construction Stormwater Permit (CSW Permit) timelines.
This document explains how to apply the standard seeding and sodding dates and when to allow exceptions to them.  Seeding and sodding are collectively referred to as planting, and the specified seeding and sodding dates are referred to as standard dates or planting dates for the purpose of this document.
When to follow planting dates
Follow the planting dates listed in 2575 whenever the weather appears to have been following typical seasonal patterns and is predicted to continue following normal patterns.  Use official weather observations and long term forecasts to assess conditions  or contact OES ESM Unit Staff for assistance. 
Do not allow planting outside of the planting dates when either of the following apply:
Areas can be temporarily stabilized and will remain accessible by tillage and planting equipment when planting dates resume.
The project area is experiencing normal summer conditions or moderate drought, as defined by official weather observations and long term forecasts.
Adjustments to Planting Dates
Specification 2575 allows planting dates to be shortened or extended by up to ten days.  This decision should be based on official weather observations and long term forecasts.  Shorten the dates for unseasonably hot and dry weather.  Extend the dates if weather has been unseasonably cool and/or rainy and is predicted to continue being rainy.
Provide written documentation of the reason for adjusting planting dates.  Written documentation can include paper, email, or weekly construction meeting minutes if the minutes are distributed to all parties after the meeting.  
Temporary Stabilization
Soil stabilization of some form must follow Construction Stormwater Permit timeframe requirements, regardless of the time of year.  If stabilization is required outside of planting dates, use a temporary stabilization method to prevent erosion until the next available planting period.   For small areas (less than two acres) use a rapid stabilization method (2575.3M).  For larger areas use the plan defined stabilization method suitable to the conditions.  Use the change order template for temporary stabilization if no temporary stabilization pay items are included in the plan.
Till, plant, and re-stabilize these areas when planting dates resume.  In areas where tillage is infeasible, the standard specification allows interseeding into in-place mulch, hydromulch, or blanket.  See Specification 2575.3 B.5 and B.6 for details.
Exceptions to Planting Dates
Allow planting outside of the standard dates when any of the following apply:
1. Stabilization is required soon (according to CSW Permit or Public Waters Permit) on areas that cannot be easily worked later.  This includes culvert ends, bridge abutments, steep slopes, engineered slopes, soft soils, or sites with higher categories of rolled erosion prevention products (3885 REPP Categories 35 and higher).  It may also include situations where planting at a later date would significantly increase safety risk and cost because the road would be open to traffic.
1. The recent official weather observations and long term forecasts indicate favorable growing conditions (such as unseasonably wet or cool conditions during summer, or unseasonably warm conditions in early spring or late fall).
1. The fall planting dates have ended but the site is ready for final stabilization, with no other soil-disturbing activity is planned for the site for the remainder of the project.   Planting at this time when soil temperature is 40oF or below is allowed under 2575 as dormant or winter seeding (2575.3 B.7) and dormant sodding (2575.3 F.3) .  Obtain soil temperatures from the MN Department of Agriculture.  Note: This late fall planting is not allowed for salt tolerant sod or for any sod within ten feet of the curb.
1. Temporary irrigation will be provided.
What to do when planting outside of standard dates
[bookmark: _Hlk71277067]Provide written documentation of the need to plant outside of planting dates.  Written documentation can include paper, email, or weekly construction meeting minutes if the minutes are distributed to all parties after the meeting.  
Require watering when seeding during summer.  Use the watering change order template if a watering pay item is not included in the plan.  Contact the Erosion and Stormwater Management Unit staff for more information on watering methods, timing, quantities, etc.
Arrange for vegetation monitoring.  
· Areas planted in the summer will need to be monitored for the remainder of the year to determine when watering is needed and if re-seeding is needed.
· Areas planted after the fall seeding dates will need monitoring in the spring to determine if any re-seeding is needed.
· Weed Control Measures (mowing, herbicide) must be performed to control the spread of weeds. Mowing should be completed on a schedule that prevents weeds from producing seed. Herbicide application should be coordinated with mowing to eradicate perennial weeds and prevent spread. Repeated mowing and/or herbicide applications may be needed to control some weeds.  Refer to the MnDOT Seeding Manual for more information on controlling weeds in a recently seeded area.  Use the mowing change order template or the weed spraying change order template if these items are not included in the plan.
Monitoring can be required of the contractor as part of the Quality Control Program (1717.2A) and Erosion and Sediment Control Schedule (1717.2B) or it can be conducted by project staff.  Contact the OES ESM Unit for assistance.
Be prepared for supplemental seeding during the next specified planting window, as needed.
When not to plant, regardless of dates
There are times when planting is infeasible and very likely to fail, even if during the specified planting dates.  Do not plant when any of the following apply.
· Site is under water
· Region is in severe drought according to official weather observations and long term forecasts
Stabilize the site with temporary erosion prevention (if it is not under water), monitor, and be prepared to plant when conditions are favorable. 
[bookmark: _Weather_Data]Weather Data
Use the following links to view weather observations and 30-day forecasts to assess conditions related to planting.
· Rainfall – Interactive Map (National Weather Service)
· Previous Month Precipitation Map (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration)
· Year to Date Precipitation Chart (MN State Climatologist Office)
· Current Drought Rating for MN (United States Drought Monitor)
· Previous Month Temperature Map (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration)
· 30-Day Forecast (National Weather Service)
· Soil Temperature Map (MN Department of Agriculture)
For More Information
Contact the Erosion and Stormwater Management Unit staff for more information.
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